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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, September 11, 2012
Mr. Weiss, Chair, called the Tuesday, September 11, 2012, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Marty Weiss, Chairman 

Present:

Lori Mitchener, Vice Chair 




Jonathan Cody, Member



Tim Allen, Member









Absent:

Tom Romeo, Member


Staff


Leah Basbanes
Present:

Kathy Morgan
Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of August 14, 2012.
Certificate of Compliance
4 Hanah Graves Way (245-1395)
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance as satisfactorily completed.

27 Old Coach Road (245-1113)

Ms. Basbanes said that the recharge chambers have been completed.
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
Public Hearings

61 Burroughs Road (245-1430)
Mike Soraghan, Town Engineer, and Janet Nicosia, from the Martin’s Pond Association, were present.  Mr. Soraghan explained that the Martin’s Pond Association received a grant, called ROAR, and those funds are being used to pave the current parking lot at Clark Park.  Mr. Soraghan explained that they will dig out 15” of material and replace that with 13” of stone and 3” of porous pavement.  He said the excavation will be done in a day and they only plan to work within the existing parking lot.  There is also a strip of pavement that will come out and those materials will be brought offsite. DPW will be doing all the work.  Leah will establish the 12’ no disturb area and they will be 15’ off the wetland edge.
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, but hold for a DEP#.
19 Sherman Road (245-1429)
Robert Juusola, from Doran Whittier and Aaron Gallagher from Nitsch Engineering, Inc. were present.  Mr. Gallagher explained the process of the project.  He said the first part of the project involves the new acedemic High School and shared facilities, renovation of the Middle School and then demolition of the High School.  They will also be adding additional playing fields.  Mary Rimmer delineated the two wetlands, which consists of two ground water breakouts, the bigger of the two on the easterly side of the property, located behind the existing High School and another on the westerly side of the property.  There is also a sliver that runs along the west driveway entrance from Park Street.  The new proposed drive will go from the existing driveway entrance off Park Street and continue up to the new combined Middle School/High School.  The new driveway will encroach on both wetlands.  The westerly wetland is to be filled and a retaining wall will be constructed at the top of the easterly wetland, causing 4,941 s.f. of wetlands to be impacted.  A replication area is being proposed south of the easterly wetland.  There will be 2.9 acres more of impervious surface.  From the new facility down to the athletic field there will be a 115’ elevation change.  The storm water system will include rain gardens,  a proposed swale – to catch runoff coming down from the facility impervious areas and catch basins.  Some runoff will be directed to the wetland on the easterly side of the property.  Catch basins will also be installed and drainage will eventually carry runoff through the property until it dumps into the Ipswich River. Representatives said that additional infiltration is being looked at but they said the required amount of storage has already been met.   Additionally, 4 ½ inches of stone will be installed under the soccer field and will store runoff from the new building.  Mr. Weiss asked if the proposed replication area was marked off.  Mr. Juusola said it will be located where the current High School is now. 
Mr. Gallagher said as far as a construction sequence, they plan to have the foundation in by November, the structural steel completed in 2014, renovation of the High School by 9/15 and then demo of the existing High School .  

Allison Carlson, 15 Hill St., asked about drainage near the proposed wetland replication.  Mr. Juusola said there will be no change in that area.  Mr. Colbert, Sheridan Rd, asked about the drainage coming off the driveway off Park St. and said they get a lot of flooding in that area.  Mr. Juusola said there is groundwater coming out of the BVW there.  He said they aren’t changing or doing any work in that area but re-routing drainage; and because of the new drainage that will be going in on the site, there may be less water in that area.  

There will be access coming onto and off the site from Sherman Rd. and Park St.  Buses will be coming in from Sherman Rd. and visitors in from Park St.
Mr. Juusola said the water quality swale will be made of rip-rap.  They will place erosion blankets on 2:1 slope, but will figure out erosion controls as they go along.  There will be a bio-retention area and a forebay, with a headwall going into the drainage system.  Proposed piping will be 12”-24” with catch basins along the way.  The project will go to the Planning Board and the storm water management proposed will be reviewed by their consultant.
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted unanimously,


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to October 9, 2012.

5 Sumner Street (245-1427)
Ed Radcliff, from E.S.S. Engineering, was present for the applicant. Currently, the property is being used for a landscape business.  The existing house and garage, located outside of the 100’ buffer, will be razed.   The new house will be located within the 100’ buffer along with a new septic tank that will pumped into the existing leach field. If the existing leach field fails Title V, then they will have to come back an amend the Order of Conditions.  Wetlands run along the left side of the house and along the back. Boulders will demark the 12’ no disturb zone around the property.  The closest point of work to the wetlands will be 27’.  Mr. Radcliff said the back area has been cleaned of bricks.

Michael Didonato, 9 Sumner Street, asked when the barn and lean to would be coming down.  Mr. Radcliff said, because of the distance of the house to the wetlands, they will install the silt fence and then once the building is taken down, move the silt fence back to the 12’ no disturb.  The owner at 25 Gordon Road,  is concerned with runoff from the project.  He says that water runs through part of the existing driveway.  Mr. Radcliff said the project won’t change the grade so the conditions at the site will stay the same.  He said there won’t be more runoff but it will probably stay the same.  Melissa Lee, Gordon Rd., asked if the shrubs will come down when the wall goes in.  Mr. Radcliff said no, the owner wants to keep a buffer there.  Mr. Radcliff said the drainage will run down the driveway and back into the wetlands to the back of the property.  

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-1, Mr. Weiss against;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, but hold for the outcome of the Title V inspection.    

46 Marblehead Street (245-xxxx)
John McQuilken, from JM Associates and Mark Hall, the owner, were present.  This property is on the corner of Marblehead Street and Kings Row.  The property is a one acre lot with an existing house that will be razed.  There are wetlands on the property in the S.E. corner.  The new 42’ x 82’ house will be located 42’ from the wetlands.  Grading will slope down to the wetlands at a 3:1 slope and the grading will be as close as 15’.  Mr. Hall said he would like to take trees down and get the foundation in before the cold weather.  Access to the property will be changed to Kings Row.  Norris Environmental flagged the wetlands.  The project will render 47% buffer disturbance and 11% impervious.  Ms. Basbanes asked for a stone wall or some kind of demarcation at the 12’ buffer because of the proximity of the grading to the wetlands.

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

24 Strawberry Lane – RDA
Mr. Hall, the contractor, and Pat Bratton, the owner were present.  Proposal for an addition and deck are being considered.  The deck is the only portion of the project within the 100’ buffer and the closest point to disturbance from the wetlands is 72’.

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination.

11 Ashwood Drive (245-xxxx)  
Luke Roy, from LJR Engineering, was present along with the homeowner.  The project consists of a 20’ x 26’ addition to the rear of the existing house with a deck and an above ground pool.  Norris Environmental flagged the wetlands.  Mr Roy said there is a dry detention basin in the back yard with an easement located between the project and the wetlands to the rear.  There will be a garage under the addition and the driveway will be brought down into it.  The closest point from disturbance to the wetlands is 47”.  Small trees will be removed within the lawn area.  Buffer disturbance is 49% and impervious is at 21.8%.

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

Other Business
93 Burroughs Rd.

Ms. Basbanes received a call about this property grading close to the wetlands.  Ms. Basbanes said that it looks like material from the hill in the front of the property was moved to the back of the house up to or close to the 12’ no disturb area, although there was no delineation done.  Ms. Basbanes sent a letter to the owner, Mr. Intravaia, outlining the issues and asked that he list the projects at the site to be done.  Mr. Weiss noted that an Enforcement Order was not being issued but a NOI is to be filed.  The owner advised the Commission that the site is in a tough spot and some items were done out of necessity.  Mr. Intravaia was advised that a new plan will be required, delineating the wetlands and outlining the grades on the property.  He will be given to the November meeting to submit a filing.

Adjourn
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM
Approved _______________________ dated ________________
PAGE  
4
235 North Street, North Reading, MA 01864 ~ 978.664.6047 ~ FAX 978.664.6052 http://northreadingma.gov/
Conservation Minutes of  July 10, 2012

Page1 of4


[image: image1.png]