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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, August 24, 2010
Mr. Weiss, Chairman, called the Tuesday, August 24, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Martin Weiss, Chairperson
 




Lori Mitchener, Vice Chair 




Tim Allen, Member






Jonathan Cody, Member
Absent:  

Tom Romeo & Leah Basbanes
Staff


Kathy Morgan
Present:


Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of August 10, 2010, as amended.
Discussion
Off Haverhill Street/Amber Rd.
The Conservation Commission office received a packet from Michael Height that stated their reason for widening the access roadway to Harold Parker, which was that their truck broke down and they needed to bring in equipment.  Within the packet was a description of the land.  Ms. Basbanes spoke with DEP regarding the enforcement order and the subsequent letters mailed to the owner.  Because there was no mention in the Enforcement Order regarding following the directive of any subsequent letters, the DEP said the conditions outlined in the letters would not be enforceable under the Enforcement Order.  Ms. Basbanes sent out another Enforcement Order which stated that any letters to follow would also be enforced under this Enforcement Order.  Ms. Romeo and Mr.and Mrs. Knight, direct abutters to the property, were present.    The last Enforcement Order stated that the owner or a representative must appear at the August 24th meeting.  Neither the owner nor a representative for them was present at the meeting.  Mrs. Romeo said that the owner sold off a parcel of land to himself and recorded it with the registry.  Mrs. Romeo advised members that the State attended a Selectmen’s meeting years ago and told them that the citizen’s of North Reading could use the access roadway to Harold Parker.  There are “No Trespassing” signs posted, but having those signs taken down is not within the purview of the Conservation Commission.  Mrs. Romeo was asked to keep the Commission advised of any decisions that the Planning Board makes regarding the property.  
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission ratify the issuance of the Enforcement Order to Michael Height, representative for the site.
Certificate of Compliance
8 Pine Ridge Road (245-1361)
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed. 
17 Shady Hill Drive (245-1360)
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed

Public Hearings
13 Riverside Drive (245-1369)
Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present along with Mrs. Stewart, the owner.  The Ipswich River runs along the back of Mrs. Stewart’s property and is eroding the bank there and the lawn is becoming scoured.  The wetlands and the bank of the river was delineated.   Mr. Roy explained that they have come up with a plan to install coir fiber logs to stabilize the bank.  The material is made of coconut fiber and the logs would be staked in 1, 2, or 3 tiers with vegetation planted within.  The plant material will become established and hold back the bank.  Within the lawn area that is scoured, they plan to install a grid or mesh product that will allow grass to grow within it.  There is floodplain and BVW to consider.  They are not proposing to raise the elevation or planning to install any hard structures.  The property lines on both sides of Mrs. Stewart will be staked.  The area is approximately 300 s.f..  Depending on the cost, areas of greater concern will be done first.  Mrs. DeLorenzo, a direct abutter, wants to make sure that no elevation changes occur.  Mrs. Stewart said that New England Environmental, Inc. will be doing the work.  Mr. Roy said that they have not been issued a DEP file number and were told to send in an additional $27.50 for work within the riverfront, which they have already done.

Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 Conditions, plus two additional conditions; 1) lot lines are to be identified, 2) plant material is to be determined and approved by the Conservation Agent prior to work.  The Order will be held for any DEP comments and a file number.

200 Elm Street (245-1368)
Steve Stipinski, from Merrimack Engineering, was present along with the applicant, Mr. Fairweather.  The Fairweather’s parents live next door and subdivided their property.  Mr. Roy explained that the site is treed when you come in off the street, then there is a grassed area, some woods and then it abuts the Ipswich River.  The site is out of the 200’ riparian buffer.  Norse Environmental delineated the wetlands in July 2010.  The floodplain is at elevation 63 and follows the wetland delineation.  The 100’ buffer encompasses part of the house, pool, pool house, and shed.  The septic system is to be located in the front yard out of the 100’ buffer.  The applicant would like to fence in the yard.  There is a 3:1 slope from the limit of work down to the wetlands.  The work is to start this fall or next spring.

Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, plus two additional conditions; 1) the area to the back of the house, outside the fence area is to remain in a natural state after the grading is completed, 2) there shall be no de-watering of pool water toward the wetlands.

Continued Public Hearings
162 Park Street/Ryers Store (245-1365
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to September 14, 2010.

3 Gifford Way (245-1363)
Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates and Attorney Senior were present.  Attorney Senior said that the Planning Board was shown 14’, 16’, & 18’ size roadways and they required the 18’ roadway.  Mr. Senior explained that the driveway provides frontage and, therefore, has to be approved as a roadway with Planning.  Plans are not ready yet. Mr. Roy advised members that to compensate for the larger roadway they are proposing to expand the replication area and add a wall around it.  They will be altering 2,958 and replicating 4,438.  They are also planning to add additional drainage and mitigation like a rain garden or a shallow depressed area to capture the runoff from the rear yard to infiltrate into the ground.  Mr. Roy said that he has been working with Mike Soraghan, the Town Engineer, on drainage at Lisa Lane and Mr. Soraghan has submitted a letter to CPC.  They have done camera shots down some of the pipes and found the pipes to be flat, but nothing is wrong other than they need to be cleaned out and have continuous maintenance.  Members asked for proposed grades and cross sections to be shown on the new plans.

Chip Hill, 2 Lisa Lane, has lived in the area most of his life.  He said he maintains the drainage ditch that runs along his property and the driveway to this new house and says nothing is going to fix the problem.  Mrs. Hill said that the pipes are not at the right elevation to properly drain the area.  She said drainage comes from Joanne Terrace and Lisa Lane and the area can’t handle the volume.
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to October 12, 2010.
Other Business

5 Tarbox Lane (245-1367)

Because of the amount of work on the site, Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was asked to provide the amount of buffer disturbance.  The homeowner did a project at the house previous to this and at that time the buffer disturbance was found to over the 75%, at 77%.  The homeowner was told to add some plantings to make up for the added disturbance.  The area where the addition is going has already been disturbed and the buffer disturbance will remain the same.  
Adjourn 

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
235 North Street, North Reading, MA 01864 ~ 978.664.6047 ~ FAX 978.664.6052 http://northreadingma.gov/

[image: image1.png]