Minutes

Tuesday, August 21, 2007

Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, August 21, 2007, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:
Tim Allen, Chairperson



Martin Weiss, Member



Jonathan Cody, Member



Nasos Phillips, Member

Absent: 
Jim Demetri, Vice Chair

Staff

Present:
Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent



Kathy Morgan, Administrative Asst.

Guests:

Discussion/Correspondence File/Minutes
Reading Lumber

Ms. Basbanes explained what happened when she visited Reading Lumber at the request of one of the owners, Mr. Strout.  She observed several violations of filling and debris on the site.  Ms. Basbanes told Mr. Strout that she could see many violations on the site and advised him that he could file a Notice of Intent for the work or be issued an Enforcement Order.  Mr. Strout said that the filling was created by his tenant, Allstar fence.  Ms. Basbanes called DEP to inquire if a tenant could be issued an Enforcement.  While talking to Ms. Sabounjian at the DEP office, Ms. Basbanes discovered that DEP was already investigating the site and will be taking over the enforcement.
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Minutes
Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the minutes of July 31, 2007.
Extension

171 Elm Street (245-706)

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission grant a three year extension, to expire September 15, 2010. 

Public Hearings

7 George Root Way – RDA

Mr. and Mrs. Armacost were present to explain their plans to install an inground pool.   

The wetlands are approximately 60’ away from the project area and there is a detention pond that is located between the BVW and the project.  
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Negative 3 Determination with a condition that there shall be no discharge of pool water toward the wetlands.

25 Pleasant Street (245-1270)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  The septic system has failed Title V inspection.  A Bordering Vegetated Wetland follows the rear property line.  The new system will be located 50’ from the wetlands and, because of the grading, will require a pump system.  Board of Health has issued a permit.  

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.
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3 Baldwin Lane (245-1271)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  The applicants would like to level off the lot by installing a retaining wall.  The existing detention pond will be increased to compensate for the volume lost.  Mr. Soraghan, Town Engineer, had no issues with the proposal except that he would like the owners to be responsible for maintenance of the wall instead of the town. 

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions and an additional condition that a document be prepared and filed with the deed that the homeowners will be responsible for the wall maintenance.

7 Woodland Drive (245-1272)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  The septic system needs to be replaced because of a failed cesspool.  The BVW is 50’ from the proposed system. Swales will be designed to assist with drainage.  There are a few trees that will have to be removed to accommodate the new system.  A variance is being requested for the setback to the foundation and distance to ground water.  Revised plans were submitted dated 8/21/07.  Ms. Basbanes noticed a brush pile within wetland flags 4-6 that needs to be removed.


Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions plus one additional condition that the brush be removed when installing the new system.

Continued Public Hearings

266 Haverhill Street (245-1267)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present along with Mr. Belmonte, the applicant.  A revised plan was submitted dated 8/1/07.  The applicant was asked to reconsider the driveway design and try to decrease the impervious percentage.  The plan now calls for a turnaround driveway instead of a horseshoe drive.  The Commission also asked that the new house not be any closer to the wetlands than the existing house, and house was shifted further away from the wetland so that now it is 35’ from BVW, and the shed was removed from the plan.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;
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that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

89 Old Andover Road (1269)

The applicant requested a continuance for his engineer to finished with the plan.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 9/11/07.

Other Business

Cottage Street

Mr. Smith wants to develop a lot at the end of Cottage Street.  CPC requires an access roadway to be 18’ wide.  Mr. Smith’s access only has a 16’width.  He has asked if the Conservation Commission would be willing to sell him a portion of the property adjacent to this property to satisfy the requirements of CPC.  The access of an 18’ roadway would require the filling of wetlands.  It would take a 2/3rd’s vote of Town Meeting to sell land put under the care and control of the Conservation Commission.  There was a consensus of the Committee that the land should not be sold to Mr. Smith and Ms. Basbanes will write a letter to the Community Planning Commission advising them of the Commission’s decision.

Swan Pond land

There is a 67 acre parcel of land owned presently by General Gov. that is designated as a location for affordable housing.  The Community Planning Commission wants to take that land out of the affordable housing designation and asked Conservation if they would like to put it under the care and control of the Conservation Commission.  Members were in favor and Ms. Basbanes will write a letter to the Town Administrator telling him that the Commission would like control of the land. 

Adjourn

Mr. Phillips moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm 

Approved ________________________ Dated ______________
