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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, August 10, 2010
Mr. Weiss, Chairman, called the Tuesday, August 10, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Martin Weiss, Chairperson
 




Tim Allen, Member


 




Tom Romeo, Member





Jonathan Cody, Member
Absent:  

Lori Mitchener, Member

Staff


Kathy Morgan
Present:

Leah Basbanes
Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of July 13, 2010.
Discussion
35 Lakeside Blvd.
Mr. and Mrs. Norton, the homeowners, were present along with Curt Young, from Wetland Preservation.  Mr. Young explained to members what exists at the site now.  The mean annual high level of the pond is slightly below the new wall and below that the homeowners have  installed crushed stone.  He said the area is somewhat stable.  He also said they are getting aerial photos.  There is no BVW involved, just bank.  Mr. Young said there are old shore line stones present below the wall so he believes the wall sits just above the mean annual high water line.  He wouldn’t recommend putting silt fence in because it may be more of a disturbance.  If more alterations are to take place, he would recommend some erosion controls be installed.  Mr. Young suggested, as a form of restoration, that plantings be installed and some of the wall be removed and vegetation allowed togrow.  
Ms. Basbanes said that the homeowner is in violation of the Wetlands Protection Act.  She said that DEP is looking to remove hard structures and wouldn’t have approved if the wall was requested through the proper channels.  Ms. Basbanes said there is another individual that is in the process of filing with the Commission to stabilize the bank near her, but she is looking to install coir logs.  Ms. Basbanes said that it is not known if the wall will hold up.  The wall may also cause flooding onto neighbors’ properties.  Mr. Allen said that even if the Commission were to approve, DEP would probably appeal.  Mr. Young wants to review the area more and come back to the Commission with a report on the 14th of September. Some of the neighbors stated their frustrations with what they thought were other people constructing walls on the pond within the buffer zone and being allowed to get away with it.  Someone mentioned a structured wall at Lori Lyens property, which was permitted and was also part of the Martins Pond shoreline restoration project done in conjunction with Merrimack College.
Garden at Park St. & Central St.
A scope of work to restore the garden at the corner of Park & Central St. was given out to 3 – 4 landscapers.  Quotes were received back from A Plus for $630.00, Petrillo for $2,145, and Viking Tree, Inc. for $1,175.00.
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept A Plus Landscaping’s bid to restore the garden for $630.00, plus watering.

Haverhill St. – RDA drainage repairs
Mike Soraghan, Town Engineer, was present as the applicant.  Mr. Soraghan explained the problems with ponding at the intersection of Eisenhaure and Haverhill St.  Currently there is a 12” corrugated pipe that picks up road runoff at a catch basin and then goes into a 30” pipe.  The Town is proposing to add two new catch basins at the intersection, connecting to the 12” pipe.  They will also change a 30” culvert made out of corrugated metal, which is ready to collapse with a 30” ADS culvert.  They will also install another catch basin further down Haverhill St. and will connect to a catch basin at 205 Haverhill St., making repairs to the catch basin.  All work is to be done within the pavement or shoulder of the roadway and the work should be completed within a week.  A local contractor will be hired to install the 30” culvert.  Mr. Soraghan was asked to let the Commission know when the work is to start.

Mrs.Shevlin and Mr. Jenkins asked if the culvert on Eisenhaure that goes into the pond will be addressed also.  Mr. Soraghan said they are not addressing that within this filing.  Mr. Jenkins said, aren’t we adding more water downstream with the addition of these catch basins?  Mr. Elworthy said this would be adding more water onto him, and said the last flood washed away all the material under his driveway.  
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission move to close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination.

119 Central Street (245-1366)
Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  The septic system is in a state of failure, so they are looking to replace with another system in kind.  Wetlands surround the house and Mr. Roy said that the previous delineation of the wetlands still seems accurate.  A leaching trench runs along the front of the property.  The proposed new system will be located 23’ away from the wetlands and will be mounded with a retaining wall on three sides.  The new septic and pump chamber will be close to the roadway, but the Town Engineer didn’t have an issue with the roadway setback.  A couple of trees will be removed at the leach field location.
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the 43 standard conditions plus one condition that erosion control be added to the plan.
5 Tarbox Lane (245-1367)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  Mr. Allen recused himself.  The applicant wishes to put an addition onto their pool house.  The addition will be located within the rear yard that is a fenced in lawn area.  Mr. Roy said they will capture the runoff from the pool house and the new addition and direct it back into the ground.  Mr. Roy was asked to recalculate the buffer alteration.  Mr. Romeo asked about the impervious amount for the basketball court.  Mr. Roy said he believes there is drainage within the berm around the court.  
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the 43 standard conditions, but hold for buffer disturbance calculations.

162 Park Street (245-1365)
Jack McQuilkin, from JM Associates, was present along with Mark Hall, the owner.  Mr. McQuilkin explained the characteristics of the site.  Ryers Store and office building and its associated 23 parking spaces is located on the corner of Park St. and Haverhill St.  The old Ryers store is located to the south of the new building, adjacent to the Ipswich River.  There is a culvert that runs off the property onto the Reading Co-op Bank property and then into the Ipswich River.  They would like to expand the parking area further into the back area to add 20 new parking spaces.  The area is located within the flood plain, and they plan to replicate at elevation 67.8 based on the Town Engineer’s data.  The elevation at the bank is 72.  Storage will be created under the parking area at Ryers with 3, 30” corrugated pipes and a particle separator.  The system will fill to elevation 65.4 and then will exit back out to the Ipswich River.  The system will have a deflective screen unit and will require maintenance.  The current drainage pipe backs up into the parking lot.  Mr. McQuilkin said that storm water management is being complied with and capacity being met at 1:1.  DEP’s comments suggested keeping the park lot the same elevation and paving.  John Murphy, a representative from Reading Co-op, asked about the elevations between the bank and the store’s parking area.  Mr. McQuilkin said the bank elevation is at 70 and Ryers’ elevation at that corner is 70.5 and at the proposed berm or slope site it will be elevation 72.  Members would like to hear what DEP comments are after 
Mr. McQuilkin responds to them.
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to 8/24/10.

24 Washington Street – RDA deck
Mr. Salcido, the owner was present.  Mr. Salcido had started his 16’ x 9’ deck on the left side of his house before he realized he needed a building permit.  Mr. Salcido’s property abuts the Ipswich River.  The deck is 22’ from the bank of the river.  There is no BVW just bank.  The deck has two footings.
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with the condition that he gets a building permit.

195A Haverhill Street – RDA driveway repair
In April the town experienced high flood waters all over town.  Mr. Elworthy, the owner of the property, couldn’t drive through his driveway to his house.  The stream that runs through 
Mr. Elworthy’s property washed away the material over the culvert, collapsing his driveway.  Mr. Elworthy requested an Emergency Certificate to get the work done because he has a horse farm and needed to get truckloads of feed over his driveway.  Warren Pearce did the work and when he initially spoke with Ms. Basbanes, he thought he would be doing more work, which is why he was requested to file a NOI.  Mr. Pearce advised the Commission in July that he feels the material packed under the driveway and the repairs made will hold and no further work is necessary.  Mr. Pearce explained to members that he feels the material used will hold for a long time, but he did inform Mr. Elworthy that the pipes used in the culvert are rotted and will need to be replaced.  The Commission then advised Mr. Elworthy that he could file a Request for Determination for the work that was done.  Mr. Elworthy filed a Request for Determination but the plan submitted with it was not adequate.  
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with a condition that if future work on the culvert is required, a Notice of Intent will be required.  Also the permit will be held until a plan is submitted.
4 Lisa Lane (245-1310) Amendment
Steve Erikson, from Norse Environment, was present.  There was a cease & desist issued to the owner for work within the 12’ buffer and clearing and stockpiling within the 100’ buffer zone.  Revised plans dated 8/9/10 with a construction sequence were supplied to the Conservation office.  There is an open Order of Conditions for a septic system which has been completed.
The new homeowner will amend the open order to add cleaning up the stockpiles, repaving the driveway, new footings for a future deck, loam and seed and restoring the 12’ buffer.  The owner also wants to put up a barrier at the 12’ no disturb, such as a post-n-rail fence.
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Amended Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions plus one additional condition for a post-n-rail fence to be added at the 12’ no disturb.

Other Business
Off Haverhill St.
The office was called about work going on out at the site, widening of the state roadway and access way, trees being cut and work in the wetlands.  Mr. Romeo went out to the site and told the machine operator to cease all work.  He then stopped by the Conservation office and an Enforcement Order was issued, but Mr. Height, the representative for the property, didn’t come by the office like he said he would.  Leah & Kathy went out to the site a week later and took some pictures and observed the disturbance at the site and Leah told the excavator operator (Mr. Mahoney) to cease all work.  Mr. Height was at the meeting, but left prior to the discussion.  Members discussed that there is no approved subdivision plan and the owners are in violation of the Stormwater Bylaw.  They have been widening the access road to Harold Parker and put up no trespassing signs.  Leah sent a letter to E High Good Realty Trust asking them to attend this meeting.  There is silt fence installed at the site, but improperly installed, and some haybales.  Mr. Romeo said, although his mother is an abutter to the property, he doesn’t feel that he has a conflict of interest.  Leah will contact DEP and start fining on a daily basis.  The Police Department will be notified of the situation and that there is a cease & desist in effect.
Adjourn 

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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