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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, June 22, 2010
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, June 22, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson








Martin Weiss, Member 




Lori Mitchener, Member




Tom Romeo, Member



Jonathan Cody, Member
Absent:  



Staff


Kathy Morgan
Present:

Leah Basbanes
Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of June 8, 2010.
Discussion
Stormwater Rules & Regulations

Dick Carnevale, Director of DPW, came before the Commission to speak on the new Stormwater Management Rules & Regulations and answer any questions members might have.  Mr. Carnevale said that a lot of the new regs. were adopted from the old Malcome & Perne report.  Permits under the stormwater bylaw will go through the Building Inspector.  Since Mr. Carnevale is new to the Town he asked how the inter-department relationships have been over the past and if the Commission got all the cooperation they needed from his department and engineering.  Mr. Carnevale was told that Mike Soraghan, the Town Engineer, is always available to the Commission and very responsive to any questions or concerns.
4 Lisa Lane
Mr. Richard Larsen, the new owner of the property, was present to discuss the work that has been going on at the property.  Mr. Larsen was sent a cease & desist letter on June 8, 2010.  During a recent site visit at 3 Gifford Way, it was discovered that Mr. Larsen has been digging up his back yard within the wetland and stockpiling.  There is an open Order of Conditions for the septic system, but it was taken out by the previous owner.  Mr. Larsen said he didn’t know there was a permit open or that he couldn’t do the work around wetlands.  Mr. Larsen was told to have the wetlands re-delineated and draft a remediation plan.  He has had Steve Erikson out to delineate the wetlands.  He was also told to install haybales & siltfence at the limit of work and come in and speak with Ms. Basbanes about amending the open Order of Conditions to add the work that he intends to do in the yard.  He was told to cease all work.
Extensions

Deerfield Place Extension (245-809)

Chris Sparages, from Hayes Engineering, was present.  The project is still before the Commission to consider another extension on the project.  The project was originally approved in April 2001, but has been held up in litigation.  Members have asked the applicant to re-new the wetland delineation.  Ms. Basbanes and Ms. Wallis, from Hayes Engineering, reviewed the wetland flags and found them to be substantially the same.  The Commission also asked the applicant to bring the subdivision into compliance under the new stormwater regulations 
Mr. Sparages said that new avenues of infiltration were looked at.  A memo dated 6/22/10 and a plan revised 6/22/10 were reviewed.  Recharge rates were increased for all soils.  He said the soils in the area are dense and silty – D soils.  They have recalculated the impervious areas to find volume for infiltration and at least 65% needs to be redistricted.  They have come up with a proposal for 11 pods with catch basins which would catch roof runoff and direct it to these pods.  Roof runoff calculates to only 37%.  Mr. Sparages said they have looked into some Low Impact Development ideas.  Ms. Basbanes suggested capturing driveway runoff.  Ms. Mitchener asked about Lot 11 and if it doesn’t perc., could they do something there?  Mr. Sparages said that there is a house proposed for that lot.  Mr. Sparages said they would like to review the plan some more and come back to talk with the Commission again on July 13, 2010.

Certificate of Compliance

8 Forest Street (245-582) 
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for 

DEP# 245-582.
3 Barbie Lane (245-872, 245-897, 245-994)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue Certificates of Compliance for DEP#’s 245-872, 245-897, 245-994, for work satisfactorily completed.

The issue of roadways in subdivisions not having Certificates of Compliance prior to the developer leaving or the road being accepted and the bond released was discussed.  Ms. Basbanes will reconfirm with the Planning Administrator that a bond should not be released prior to all Certificates of Compliance being issued.

28 Heritage Drive (245-244, 245-242, 245-241)

Originals are needed for recording.  Members re-signed.

9 Freedom Drive (245-1334)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work completed satisfactorily.

Public Hearings
23 Francis Street – RDA above-ground pool

Mr. DeAngelo the owner was present.  He would like to install an 18’ above ground pool.  The location for the pool is about 25’ from the adjacent wetlands, in a flat, already partially disturbed area.  Mr. Weiss mentioned some debris that needs to be removed.  Mr. DeAngelo said he has a compost pile that he will relocate.  
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with three conditions, 1) compost pile is to be relocated, 2) the pool area is to be marked, 3) there shall be no de-watering toward the wetlands.

12 Eames Street (245-1364)

Mike O’Neill, from O’Neill Associates was present.  A proposal to replace the failed septic system has been submitted.  Mr. O’Neill said that wetlands run along the easterly border of the property.  He said this property collects a lot of runoff from the street and from the neighbors behind it.  The new system is a pump system that will be raised 3’.  The new system will go into the highest point on the property and shouldn’t change the elevation with the neighbors to the back.   A Board of Health permit has been issued.  The new system will be located 28’ to the edge of the wetlands.  The current system is only 12’ away from wetlands.  Neighbors at 9 Nutter Road stated their concerns about flooding in the area.  They also asked that the buffer of trees between their properties not be removed.  Mr. O’Neill said the applicant won’t be removing trees and the septic system will be 14’ off the boundary.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 5-0;

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the 43 standard conditions.

Continued Public Hearings
Lot 183 & 23U Little Meadow Way (NR Bylaw Only)

Ms. Mitchener recused herself.  Chris Sparages, from Hayes Engineering, was present.  

A revised plan showing the limit of work/silt fence line being 3’ closer to the house, limiting the area of disturbance was submitted.  The buffer disturbance was reduced to 74.1%.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions under the North Reading bylaw only with the standard 43 conditions.  It was discussed if there should be an additional condition to request that a marker be placed at the limit of work so that a future buyer would be aware of the limitations on the lot.  It was decided that condition 43 already requires applicants to install markers at the 12’ no disturb boundary and that markers be installed every 40’.

26 Oakhurst Street (245-1343)
Greg Hockmoth, from Neve-Morin Associates, Attorney James Senior, and the homeowner were present.   New plans were submitted showing the house moved onto the lot with the footings for the new deck out of the 12’ buffer.  The new deck is proposed to cantilever over the wetlands.  The existing deck stairs are within the 12’ buffer, and 25% of the project is still within the 12’ buffer.  Ms. Basbanes explained the precedent the Commission would be making allowing work within the 12’ buffer.  After some discussion, Mr. Hochmoth explained that the applicant would be willing to do a shoreline restoration of not less than 100 s.f. of the currently disturbed 12’ buffer.  Members felt it would be a better compromise to regain the 12’ buffer.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-1-0, Ms. Mitchener against;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions plus one that shoreline restoration 1:1 ratio, but not less than 100 s.f., location to be approved by the Conservation Agent.

Elections 
Nominations for Chair were asked:  

Mr. Allen nominated Mr. Weiss as Chair, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and it was voted unanimously in favor.

Nominations for Vice Chair were asked:
Mr. Allen nominated Ms. Mitchener as Vice Chair, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and it was voted unanimously in favor.
Other Business  
Ms. Mitchener spoke to members about a group of citizens that are starting a public garden.  She will forward a copy of their proposal and their ideas for a location.
Adjourn 

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:40 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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