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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, June 8, 2010
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, June 8, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson








Martin Weiss, Member 




Lori Mitchener, Member




Tom Romeo, Member
Absent:  

Jonathan Cody, Member
Staff




Present:

Kathy Morgan
Guests:

Leah Basbanes
Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of May 25, 2010.
Extensions

Deerfield Place Ext. (245-809) 
The applicant’s representative Hayes Engineering requested a continuance to the 6/22/10 meeting.  Ms. Basbanes will notify the applicant’s representatives that their attendance is required at the June 22, 2010 meeting. 
Certificate of Compliance

233 Central Street (245-0922) 
Members re-signed. 
Public Hearings
24 Heritage Way – RDA above ground pool
Mr. Vontzalides, the owner was present.  The homeowners plan to take down their three-season screened room and replace it with an 18’ above ground pool.  The area for the pool is slightly larger than the room that exists now.  Mr. Allen advised Mr. Vontzalides that they noticed some debris and grass clippings within the 12’ no disturb area and asked that he have it removed.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with two conditions; 1) that there be no discharge of pool water toward the wetlands and 2) that the debris and grass clippings be removed from behind the fenced area. 
3 Gifford Way (245-1363) Single family house, ss, driveway, wetland alteration & replication, retaining wall & associated grading
Steve Eriksen, from Norse Environmental, Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, Attorney James Senior, and Mr. Paul Hatziiliades, the owner were present.  Mr. Eriksen explained the plan for a single-family house, septic system and a driveway that will require a wetland crossing and subsequently a wetland alteration with replication.  Currently, Gifford Way is a roadway stub that leads up into woods.  The applicant plans to continue from the end of that, decreasing to a 14’ access way that will lead to a single family house to the back left portion of the property.  On a previous filing a cul-de-sac was proposed.  This applicant plans to keep the cul-de-sac on paper and use that for his frontage.  The access way will cross a wetland, approximately 140’ and will require 2,263 s.f. of alteration and a 3,464 s.f. replication area will be created in the back right portion of the property.  The wetland is made up of primarily Red Maple swamp.  The driveway will be paved.  Roof runoff will be captured in catch basins and trenches will run along the access way to channel runoff into catch basins.  There is currently an open trench that runs along the left side of the property, and continues behind the house on the other side of the property.  Mr. Roy explained that a 22 acres watershed flows into this area, that comes from the rear of the properties adjacent to Gifford Way and the golf course behind.  When this development was put in trenches were created to channel the flow of water around the new houses.  There is an 18” culvert that takes the water from the area and channels the water under Lisa Lane to Elm Street and the water eventually goes into the Ipswich River.  They have taken the 18” culvert into consideration by putting as much of the runoff from the site into drywells instead of sheet flowing off into the current drainage.  Mr. Roy stated that the replication area will hold more water after the material is taken out.  

Ms. Hill, 2 Lisa Lane, spoke on how the drainage in the area can’t flows into the 18” culvert because the elevation of the culvert prevents the water from enter it properly.  Mr. Carlo, 1 Lisa Lane, told of how the drains downstream are empty after it rains but areas further upstream are full.  He said he had 3 ½’ of water on the side of his house and had to pump the water down the street.  

The Commission explained to neighbors that the applicant is only constructing one house, not a subdivision and, therefore, doesn’t have to do street improvements.  The 18” culvert is on town property and wouldn’t be the applicant’s responsibility to repair.  Attorney Senior said that repairs to that culvert could cost $300,000 - $400,000.  He gave a brief history of the property and how different individuals have tried to build on it.  Prior projects have not had the engineering to support those projects and one filing came in for two houses, which the property cannot support.  

Mr. Weiss said that he could vote to approve the project but would need to see 1) cross sections through the wetlands and replication area; 2) if CPC approves the road and waves construction of the cul-de-sac; and 3) a commitment from someone that the current drainage will be fixed.  

The applicant’s representatives didn’t believe they could accomplish #3.  There was some discussion of the volume running off the site and how it will be handled with this project.  Mr. Carlos wanted to know how the water will runoff the road instead of down the road.  Mr. Eriksen said that the road will be crowned.

Mr. Romeo and Ms. Mitchener said they would like to hear CPC’s and DEP’s comments.  Ms. Basbanes stated that requiring the applicant to resolve a town drain would be a hardship and could be considered a taking.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to June 22, 2010, to get comments in from CPC and DEP.   
Continued Public Hearings

Lot 183/23U Little Meadow Way (NR Bylaw Only)
Ms. Mitchener recused herself and sat in the audience.  Elizabeth Wallis, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant. At the previous meeting, Mr. Sparages was asked about the buffer disturbance and impervious percentages and how they were determined.  It was decided that the Town Engineer would review the calculations and the hearing was continued.  The Town Engineer’s figures came back slightly higher, which rose the percentages over the threshold that the Commission allows.  Ms. Wallis was asked that they rework the scope of work and decrease the amount of disturbance on the site.  The Commission will continue the hearing and review the plan changes at the next meeting.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 3-0;


that the Commission continue the Public Hearing to June 22, 2010.

26 Oakhurst Terrace (245-1343) 
The public hearing was continued for the applicant, but Ms. Basbanes will contact the applicant and tell them they must attend the June 22, 2010, meeting.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 3-0;


that the Commission continue the Public Hearing to June 22, 2010.

Adjourn 

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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