[image: image1.png]


                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, May 10, 2011
Mr. Weiss, Chairman, called the Tuesday, May 10, 2011, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Martin Weiss Chairperson 

Present:

Lori Mitchener, Vice Chair 


 



Tim Allen, Member






Tom Romeo, Members
Absent:  

Jonathan Cody, Member 

Staff


Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent
Present:

Kathy Morgan
Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of April 26, 2011.
Discussion
Enforcement Procedures 

Ms. Basbanes will draft a procedure to be followed.

110 Park Street
Mr. Drew Lydotes and Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates were present.  Ms. Basbanes received a call that work was being done at the site and upon investigation found that the homeowner, Mr. Lydotes had cut a row of trees within the 12’ buffer to wetlands at the front of his property.  Mr. Lydotes property is surrounded by wetlands and the 100’ buffer cuts through his house.  Ms. Basbanes issued an Enforcement Order to cease & desist. Mr. Lydotes said that he has been in the hospital and he didn’t believe he needed a permit to do the work that he was doing.  He apologized.  He also told the Commission how trees came down during a lightening storm and once some came down, he felt the other trees were a safety issue.  He said he hasn’t changed the grade.  Mr. Weiss stated that he doesn’t believe the stakes outlining the edge of wetlands is accurate.  He feels they are within the wetland.  He would like a delineation determined by the soils.  Luke Roy submitted a plan showing the wetlands on the site and the area of disturbance.  Mr. Weiss asked if they had a planting plan for restoration of the area.  Mr. Roy said they were planning to put down a wetland seed mix and some native plants.  Mr. Weiss asked about the quantity and spacing.  Mr. Allen suggested the homeowner have another delineation done and outlining it on a plan, have Ms. Basbanes concur with it and show plantings with quantity and species.   Mr. Weiss asked that a root pile at the site be outlined on the plan and asked Mr. Lydotes to remove it.  Mr. Lydotes asked about removing the stumps beyond the 12’ buffer.  Mr. Allen suggested he outline those on the plan.  
John Pappas, 112 Park Street, was present and told of how his driveway gets flooded and he is concerned that future activities will aggravate the situation.  He said he doesn’t want any work done on his property without his knowledge and approval.  Mr. Lydotes said he had plan to take down trees near the driveway, but decided against it.  Mr. Lydotes was asked to come back before the Commission at their May 24th meeting with a revised plan.

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission ratify the Enforcement Order.

Public Hearings
8 Cobblers Lane - RDA
Mr. Spinelli, the owner was present.  He proposes to install a 16’ x 28’ attached deck and an above ground pool.  Mr. Spinelli said there is a retaining wall that exists between the wetland to the back of the property and the area where the pool will be located.  He plans to hand dig 7 footings for the deck and some grading for the pool.  Mr. Spinelli was asked to mark on the plan the closest point from the wetlands to the edge of the retaining wall closest to proposed pool.  

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with one condition that there be no de-watering of pool water toward the wetlands and show the distance from the wetland edge to the retaining wall.

31 North Street – RDA
Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien were present.  Leah’s site notes were read aloud.  Members noted debris within the 12’ buffer, which was asked to be removed.  The proposed pool will be located up against an existing retaining wall.
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Allen and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with two conditions; 1)  the piles of grass clippings are to be removed and  the Conservation Agent is to inspect the area prior to installation of the pool, 2) there shall be no de-watering of pool water toward the wetlands.

8 Oscar’s Way – RDA

Ms. Capobianco, the owner, was present.  The Public Hearing was discussed briefly at the last meeting, but since the owner failed to notify her abutters, the hearing was held open for any abutters to comment on the project.  There were no abutters present.  The owners are proposing a screened porch and patio to the back left of the existing house.  There is an existing retaining wall between this proposed addition and the closest point to wetlands.
Adjourn 

Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM
Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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