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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, April 27, 2010
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, April 27, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 10 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson








Martin Weiss, Member 




Lori Mitchener, Member
Absent:  

Jonathan Cody, Member 


 


         Tom Romeo, Member
Staff




Present:

Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent



Kathy Morgan
Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of April 6, 2010.

Ratify Emergency Certificate
198 Haverhill Street 
The homeowner has a culvert for the stream that crosses through his property with a roadway bridge that goes over it and due to all the flooding, the material underneath the bridge has washed away and the pavement now has large holes from the pavement caving in.  The homeowner can’t drive into his property nor have any deliveries made.  
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission ratify the issuance of an Emergency Certificate.  The homeowner is to file a Notice of Intent for the work within 30 days. 

Extension
Deerfield Place (245-0809)
Mr. Ogren, from Hayes Engineering, Attorney Gil, and Mr. Bruno, the owner, were present.  Ms. Basbanes and Elizabeth Wallis, from Hayes Engineering, walked the wetland line to see if there were any changes from the wetland line that was established in the original filing.  One area was added onto and one isolated area was removed.  Mr. Ogren went over the revised plan, dated 4/21/10, highlighting the areas that have changed.  
Mr. Ogren went over the changes involved with the new Storm Water Management regulations.  The new regulations call for larger infiltration of volume.  The new plan calls for 800+s.f. of wetland area added and would need to be adjusted in the replication area.  Mr. Ogren said that they captured volume within wetland pockets and typically they oversized.  Pocket areas can no longer be used to capture volume in the new regs. and there is now a 50’ setback from an infiltration system to wetlands.  If allowed to move forward, Mr. Ogren said he would like to dig some test holes to determine the depth to groundwater, which needs to be at least 2’ above.  Ms. Basbanes questioned whether the areas not meeting the 50’ setback are BVW’s or isolated wetland areas.  Two of the areas are BVW but one or two are isolated.  Mr. Ogren is proposing to add structured infiltration systems to be located 50’ away from the wetland, treating the water prior to going into the wetland.  Mr. Ogren asked to come back to the Commission at their May 11th meeting with a revised plan showing 1) expansion of the replication area and 2) infiltration systems.  
Public Hearings
250 Haverhill Street (245-1353)
Allyson Brady, the homeowner at 248 Haverhill St., and Jack Sullivan, her engineer, were present.  Ms. Brady explained that due to a portion of her house being on her neighbor’s property, she has decided to take that portion of her house down.  The area is about 12’ x 3’.  She said there won’t be any excavation and they will have silt fence in place.  She has had some discussions with the neighbor for some time and he refuses to sell or give an easement for that portion of land.  The area to be removed is outside the 12’ no disturb, located 20’ to the closest bordering vegetated wetland, and the foundation is to remain. Ms. Brady also asked to remove 4 oak trees, each approximately 8-12” in diameter located within the 12’ buffer.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, plus an additional condition that the Conservation agent review the 3-4 trees that the homeowner wants to remove prior to being cut down.
7 Taylor Road (245-1354)
Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates was present for the applicant.  The Notice of Intent proposes to demolish the existing two bedroom house and replace with a modular house.  There is BVW to the left and back of the house now.  An alternative fast system was installed within the last two years and will function for the new house.  The homeowners will have to go before Zoning Board of Appeals for their frontage setback.  

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.  
The Village at Northridge Condominiums (245-1355)
Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  The septic system has failed and the soil absorption system needs to be replaced.  The current system is 13 years old.  He plans to replace the current system with a pressure dosed infiltration chamber.  The grading is not to change.  Erosion controls will be placed at the top of the slope above the wetlands.  The new system will be located 75’ to the nearest BVW.  The new system is going into the same location as the old.  The area is now a flat grassed area that will be dug out of all existing material.  Ms. Basbanes asked that haybales be used along with silt fence.  When asked why the current system failed so soon after being installed, Mr. Roy said that it might be due to lack of regular maintenance or not being vented well enough.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, with a condition that haybales be used along with silt fence according to the Conservation agent.

16 Sherman Road (245-1359)
Mr. Luigi Petruzziello, the owner was present.  There was a house fire at the property and the owner plans to demolish the existing house and construct a smaller house on a portion of the existing foundation.  Most of the property is within the 100’ buffer to the wetlands located at the back left corner of the property.  
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

68 Central Street – RDA
The owner, Mr. Prusik, was present.  The house was recently built and is just about complete except for the landscaping to the back of the house.  The wetlands were reflagged by Jeff Orchard and run along the left side of the front of the house.  Mr. Prusik would like to install an above ground pool and add decking around it off the back of the house, which would mean adding 8’ of deck off the back of the house and 25’ x 7’ off the back of the garage and along the house.  No excavation is required as the area is still dirt and erosion controls are still in place from constructing the house.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination, with an additional condition that there be no de-watering of pool water towards the wetlands.

Adjourn 

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:18 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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