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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, February 16, 2010
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, February 16, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson



Tom Romeo, Member





Lori Mitchener, Member
Absent:  

Martin Weiss, Member 




Jonathan Cody, Member
 
Staff




Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of January 12, 2010.

Discussion
155 Marblehead St.
An old violation at the site from 1985 was discussed.  The violations were never brought into compliance and need to be addressed.  Members decided to have Ms. Basbanes visit the site, determine the outstanding issues and send a letter to the owner advising them what needs to be addressed and give them a time limit to correct the issues and if the issues still aren’t corrected, fines will be discussed.
Certificates of Compliance
7 Furbish Pond Lane (NR Bylaw only)  (Single-family house)
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

7 Furbish Pond Lane (NR Bylaw only)  (Addition)
Members noted the additional pavement shown on the as-built plan, but also noted that the impervious percentage is still below 22% and only slightly closer to the wetlands.

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

4 Bridle Way (245-841
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

33 Kings Row (245-455)
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

Public Hearings
6 Lindor Road (245-1344) 
Joe Serwatka, the engineer, and Skip Waelty, contractor to install the new system, were present. The project involves upgrading the septic system with a 1500 gal. mono 2 – compartment septic tank.  They plan to pump and remove the existing system.  There is a stream that runs along the back of the property, not shown on the USGS map.  The entire system will be within the 100’ buffer and the closest distance from the work to the wetlands is 61’.

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

25 Shady Hill Drive (245-1345)

Richard Harrington, from Stamski and McNary, Inc., was present for the applicant.  The existing septic tank and leach field will be replaced with a new 1500 gal. dual compartment septic tank with a 1000 gal. pump chamber and a new leach field.  Currently, the leach field is within the 100’ buffer, but the tank is located outside the 100’ buffer.  The new proposal has the tank and pump chamber within the 100’ buffer but the leach field will now be located outside the buffer to the right of the front of the house.  The new pump chamber will be 25’ to the edge of wetlands, located at the back of the property.

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

26 Oakhurst Terrace (245-1343)
Atty. James Senior, and Greg Hochmoth, from the Neve-Morin Group, were present along with Mr. Belleville, the owner.  Attorney Senior explained that the survey of the site was not correct when the houses in the area were built and as a result the existing house sits on the neighbor’s property any where from 2’-4’.  The owner proposes to raze the existing house and rebuild the same size house and the same size attached deck within the correct surveyed property bounds.  Martins Pond sits to the side of the property.  The current house sits on cinder blocks.  The new house will be constructed on piers and will provide more floodplain storage.  The applicant said that the existing deck was there when he purchased the house and, he believes, was built 50 years ago.  The existing deck is within the 12’ no disturb buffer.  When the house is rebuilt, the plans show that the same size deck will still be within the 12’ no disturb buffer.  No trees or shrubs will come down.  
Mr. Romeo stated the Commission’s stance on no disturbance within the 12’ buffer and said he had no issues with the proposal for the house but wouldn’t vote to approve the deck being constructed within the 12’ buffer.  Mr. Hochmoth defended the project by saying that this is not new construction.  The house and the deck are exactly the same as what will be rebuilt.  Members advised him and the applicant that because of the work taking place now, they have the opportunity to bring the site into compliance by taking all work out of the 12’ buffer.  There was some restoration work done along the bank of the pond as part of the Martins Pond reclamation project.  There is also lawn within the 12’ buffer on this site.  Mr. Hochmoth suggested that in return for approval to put pilings for the deck within the 12’ buffer, the applicant would restore that portion of the deck within the 12’ buffer, 1 and ½ times.  Mr. Allen said that the Commission might consider the small amount of disturbance but would want all  the 12’ buffer restored.  
Charlie Clifford, attorney for the abutters, said that the lot is non-conforming and will be non-conforming again.  He said the Commission talked themselves out of no disturbance within the 12’ buffer.  Mr. Froehling, owner of 24 Oakhurst Terrace, asked if there was a precedent for trading the no disturb zone.  Mr. Allen said he didn’t know.  Mr. Froehling also asked if there was town-owned land that could be purchased?  Mr. Hochmoth said he doesn’t feel that the owners should have to purchase land and stated that they don’t need to provide an alternative analysis.

Mr. Hochmoth said that they will consider other areas for relocation of the deck to remove it from the 12’ buffer.

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to March 9, 2010.       
Adjourn 

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________

235 North Street, North Reading, MA 01864 ~ 978.664.6047 ~ FAX 978.664.6052 http://northreadingma.gov/

[image: image1.png]