Minutes
Tuesday, February 13, 2007
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, February 13, 2007, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson 




James Demetri, Vice Chair 






Jonathan Cody, Member
Absent:  

Martin Weiss, Member

Nasos Phillips, Member

Staff


Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent

Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the Minutes for 
January 9, 2007. 
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Fee Category
Ms. Basbanes has had some questions raised by applicants, some engineering companies, over the fee categories and how the fees are broken down.  After some discussion with members, Ms. Basbanes was told to make proposed changes to the fee categories and the Commission would discuss it again.
There was also a discussion on whether the Commission should increase fees.  Ms. Basbanes has done some research and found some surrounding towns that are charging substantially more than North Reading.  Ms. Basbanes was asked to make a chart showing what other towns are charging compared to North Reading.
Extensions
12 Bay Road (245-1026)
The owner has requested a one year extension.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission grant a one year extension to expire 

March 16, 2008.

Public Hearings
43 Central Street (245-1239)
Ed Radcliff, from E. S. S., was present for the applicant.  Mr. Radcliff explained that the septic system for the existing three bedroom house has failed and they are proposing to replace it with a 1020 s.f. leachfield and pump chamber system.  The nearest distance to wetlands is 73’.  It was noted that there is no other possible location for the system to go.
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions.

Conservation Commission Minutes of 2/13/07





Page 3

14 Burditt Road (245-1240)
Ben Osgood, from New England Engineering, was present for the applicant.  The applicant needs to replace the existing failed system.  The wetlands on the property are located to the rear and would be considered an isolated wetland, really only jurisdictional by the local North Reading Bylaw.  There is high ground water on the small lot and, therefore, a mounded system will be installed behind the house.  The top of the system will be 2’ above the sill of the house.  The new system will be located 20’ from the wetlands but the erosion controls and the limit of work will only be 5’ from the edge of wetlands.  Members were concerned that the limit of work would fall within the 12’ buffer to wetlands.  Mr. Osgood said there really wasn’t any other spot for the system.  There is a water service line running through the front yard as well as the driveway.  As it is, the system is designed to have a stone wall between it and the house.  If the Commission were to ask for a stone wall around the back of the system to eliminate the extended grading, it would increase the cost of the system greatly.  Ms. Basbanes, after reviewing the Bylaws, noted that “if unavoidable” the 12’ buffer could be encroached upon.  Members would like the 12’ buffer delineated with some plantings once the work is completed.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions, plus one that a row of plantings will be installed to delineate the 12’ buffer.  The Order of Conditions will be held until a new plan is submitted showing the plantings to be installed.

6 Larchmont Road (245-1243) 
Bill Dufrane, from Merrimack Engineering, was present for the applicant.  The existing septic system has failed and a new gravity system is proposed.  The wetlands are south and west of the property.  The new system will be located 70’ from the wetlands, as far away as possible on the lot.  
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions.
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Continued Public Hearings
26 Flint Street (NR Bylaw only)
Rich Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.  There’s been no change to the plan, but Mr. Hayes, after speaking with Ms. Basbanes to address the abutters concerns about drainage running off into Flint Street, has agreed to slope the driveway to runoff into a grassy area prior to going into Flint St.
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions.

30 & 31 Amber Road (245-1242)

Maureen Hanley, from Norse Environment was present for the applicant.  Ms. Basbanes, the Conservation Agent and Steve Eriksen,  also from Norse Environment, reviewed the wetland line and added “X” & “Y” series and 15 – 20 additional flags were added or changed.  There is a certified vernal pool on the site.  The Knights, abutters to the property, were concerned that a stream known to them was not indicated on the plan.  It was determined that the stream would lie within a marked wetland that has already been given a 100’ buffer.  Ms. Hanley explained that the stream was not shown on the USGS map and wouldn’t be considered an intermittent stream, and, therefore, the Rivers Protection Act wouldn’t apply.  The neighbors strongly felt that the stream is an intermittent stream and that it flows all year and would like to see the stream outlined on the plan.  Ms. Hanley argued that it wouldn’t make a difference if the stream was drawn in or it being intermittent, it would be protected within the BVW.  She felt doing the extra work to define the stream would only cause more work and more money for her client.  Ms. Hanley stated that there are parameters that define a perennial stream clearly defined in the wetland regulations.  Mr. Allen asked her to review the Rivers Protection Act and see if this stream would meet any of the parameters given.  Ms. Romeo, also an abutter to the property, advised members that damage has been done on this site previously and the neighbors would really like the stream denoted on the plan for documentation purposes.
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 2/27/07, to gather the information requested.
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Adjourn

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.

Open Space Plan
Ms. Juliet Walker came to talk to members about the Open Space & Recreation Plan that she has been asked to update.  Members were given a copy of her draft copy of the plan and asked for comments.  It was noted that the Wetlands Protection Plan was not mentioned in the plan.  Juliet said she would take care of that.  She told members that she would probably have the project completed by  March 31st.
Approved ___________________Date ________ 

