Minutes
Tuesday, January 10, 2006
Mr. Allen, as acting Chairman, called the Tuesday, January 10, 2006, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Acting Chairman







Paul Dick, Member 




Kathleen Legere, Member

Absent:  

Martin Weiss, Chairperson 



James Demetri, Member
Staff


Mary Trudeau, Conservation Agent

Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission move to accept the Minutes for 12/13/05. 
Elections
Elections will be postponed to the next Public Hearing.
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40B Subcommittee
Mr. Allen and Ms. Trudeau reviewed the last meeting of the subcommittee.  Ms. Trudeau advised members that she learned that the ZBA never said that the Conservation Commission couldn’t ask for bylaw fees when reviewing Ch 40B projects.  Therefore, the Commission will start requiring bylaw filing fees for these projects, and should an applicant question the fee, the applicant will be required to prove that they are exempt from it.
Site Visit pictures
Ms. Trudeau asked if any of the members would take pictures during the site visits so the pictures could be viewed at the meetings.  Mr. Cody volunteered to take pictures and load them onto the lap top.  
21 Winter Street – Richardson’s Garage
Mr. Richardson and Mrs. Richardson were present.  Mr. Richardson explained that a micro-burst came through the property, bending and breaking trees down.  Mr. Richardson has been trying to clean up the property.  Mr. Allen explained to Mr. Richardson that the Commission would like the property delineated so that during his clean up of the property or doing work on the property, it will be clear whether he is in an area of concern.  Ms. Trudeau showed the Richardsons aerial photos and asked that the wetlands be delineated.  Ms. Trudeau said that plants and shrubs could be added but there should be no filling.  Eagle Landscaping is currently storing equipment on the property.  Ms. Trudeau advised the Richardsons that the landscaping business is not grandfathered to do work on the property and the area that the business is occupying may be within the 100’ buffer to wetlands.  Ms. Trudeau will send a letter to the Richardsons letting them know they have a specific date to have the property delineated by and then return to report back to the Commission.
Certificate of Compliances
10 Riverside Drive (245-1160)

This site was not on the agenda, but came in the day of this Public Hearing.  Ms. Trudeau and Mr. Allen visited the site and found that it was not ready for a Certificate of Compliance.
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12 MacIntyre Drive (245-1084)
Mr. Allen and Ms. Trudeau visited the site and had no issues.

Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
Public Hearings
432 Park Street (245-xxx)
The Public Hearing was postponed because of the snow coverage.

There were some concerned abutters that did show up and were informed that the next hearing date would be 1/24/06 but with the lack of hearing this time of year and because of the snow covering the site, the hearing may get postponed until the site could be viewed.  They were told to check with the office to see when the hearing would be heard next.

Continued Public Hearings
3 Gifford Way (245-1176)
The applicant requested a continuance until February 14, 2006.

Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 2/14/06

2 Country Club Road (245-1178) 

Ben Osgood was present for the applicant.  Revised plans dated 12/20/05 were submitted.  The proposed house was moved further from the wetlands. The Board of Health permit has not been issued yet.  Mr. Osgood will add the note regarding the Order of Conditions to the plan.
Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;
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that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 35 conditions, but hold for a Board of Health permit.
122 Elm Street (245-1179)
Mr. Radcliff, from E. S. S. Engineering and Mr. Smith, the owner/applicant, were present.  Riparian percentages were added to the revised plan dated 12/14/05.  Other changes made to the plan were the adjustment of the erosion controls and adjusted grading.  Ms. Trudeau asked why they weren’t meeting the 5000 s.f. of disturbance.  Mr. Radcliff said that this is a previously disturbed area with no upgrades and the area of the septic system is not within the riparian area.  Ms. Trudeau said that she has spoken with DEP regarding redevelopment, and they told her that it was not meant for residential projects.  She also said this would be considered new construction.  Mr. Smith said they are moving the septic system from the back of the property within the buffer to wetlands and moving it to the front yard, which would be a betterment to the site.  Ms. Trudeau said that the applicant must show an alternative and state why this is the best plan, whether on another plan or in writing.  Ms. Trudeau said that additional plantings within the riparian area would also be a betterment.  Mr. Radcliff said they could submit an alternatives analysis report stating why this plan is the best alternative for the site.

Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission move to accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 2/14/06, or the next scheduled meeting of the Commission.

1 & 8 Pilgrim Road (245-xxx)
Attorney Senior was present for the applicant.  Attorney Senior requested a continuance because their design engineer was unable to attend the hearing.

Attorney Senior was asked to look into the bylaw filing fee for this project.

Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 2/14/06, or the next scheduled meeting of the Commission.

42 Kings Row (245-1169)
The applicant requested a continuance until 2/14/06.
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Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 2/14/06, or the next scheduled meeting of the Commission.
24/26 Lee Road (245-1173)
The applicant requested a continuance.
Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 4/25/06, or the next scheduled meeting of the Commission.

Other Business
Members reviewed the rivers protection act and discussed how it applies to the 122 Elm St. project.  The Commission’s approval of the project at 210 Elm Street was also discussed.
Mr. Dick wanted to discuss the hiring of consultants by the Commission.  He feels Commission members should have more say in the matter rather than relying on referrals from DEP or recommendations by Ms. Trudeau.
Adjourn

Mr. Dick moved, seconded by Ms. Legere, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.

Approved ___________________Date ________ 

