Finance Committee Minutes for

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Room 5 

Present:  Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Mastascusa, Mr. Kelliher, Mr. Jones, Sr., and Ms. Hurlbut 
Absent:  Mr. Hoadley, Mr. Casazza, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Westervelt
Guests:  Mr. Balukonis, Town Administrator, and Mark Clark, Water Superintendent
Chair called the meeting to order at 7:43 PM 

Mr. Clark, Water Superintendent, is requesting feedback from boards on the waste water plan.  Mr. Clark gave a presentation outlining the parcels as high potential such as; Martin’s Pond area, upper Haverhill St., Concord St., and Riverside Dr.  They plan to collect at these sites and then discharge to two waste water areas, one might be the DPW site and another a two acre piece of land owned by New England Power.  Mr. Jones, Sr., advised members that the State has mandated that towns establish a Waste Water Treatment Plan and have a Storm Water Bylaw.  Mr. Clark handed out a Summary of Costs and Allocation Scenarios at 2% interest and 5% interest, revised 5/9/07.

Members thanked Mr. Clark for coming.

A Reserve Fund Transfer for $5,400 to Fund Expenses for a Special Election was received and discussed with members.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED, AND SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT, TO MOVE THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE TRANSFER OF $5,400 TO THE TOWN CLERK’S SPECIAL ELECTIONS BUDGET.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
Town Administrator’s Report

Town Health Care expenses:  Mr. Balukonis advised members that the Insurance Advisory Committee, made up of union members, met and are in support of changes in the Health Care expenses for an increase in co-pay for office and emergency room visits, but there would be no changes in the percentage of contribution by employees.  An Employee Benefits consultant, TBR, from Millis, is to review the town’s health insurance plan.  

Hillview in lieu of taxes:  A $110,000 payment has been included in the FY07 & FY08
Budgets and Hillview is now asking if they can hold off on this payment.  Mr. Balukonis explained to them that this is not a voluntary payment and has been assessed as far back as 2003.  The Hillview Commission will discuss the matter at their next meeting.
Smith Property:  A surveyor has been engaged and has provided a preliminary plan.  A question of access to the property is being worked out.

Eisenhaure Park:  Mr. Balukonis gave an update on the lawsuits.  The balance of the Eisenhaure appropriation is $341,101.89 but does not include a judgment entered on the “Flynn land” for $550,000.
Town Counsel:  Mr. Balukonis gave a review of present expenses.

Copfast:  Mr. Balukonis, as stated before, said there are no funds available until next budget period and would like to go into negotiations with the Federal Bureau.  There hasn’t been anything new since then.

Mr. Jones, Sr., asked what happened to the discussion of Capital that FinCom had.  Mr. Balukonis explained that the discussion of the Chairs/Vice Chairs meeting was taken over by the discussion on the three year plan.  Mr. Jones, Sr., expressed his concern that FinCOM not be kept out of the loop next time.

Chair handed the meeting over to the Town Administrator who asked for any nominations for Chairman.  Mr. Wolpin nominated Ms. Hurlbut, which was seconded by Mr. Mastascusa.  There was no further discussion.

Mr. Balukonis asked if all were in favor of Ms. Hurlbut as Chair. Voted:  unanimous

The Chair was then turned over to Ms. Hurlbut, who in turn asked for nominations for Vice Chair.  Mr. Jones, Sr., nominated Mr. Kelliher, which was seconded by Mr. Mastascusa.  There was no further discussion.

Ms. Hurlbut moved to nominate Mr. Kelliher as Vice Chair.  Voted:  unanimous.

Ms. Hurlbut asked for nominations for Clerk.  Mr. Jones, Sr., nominated Mr. Johnson, which was seconded by Mr. Mastascusa.  There was no further discussion.

 Ms. Hurlbut moved to nominate Mr. Johnson as Clerk.  Voted:  unanimous.
Mr. Mastascusa asked members if they would mind if he represented the Finance Committee on a discussion held on the override ballot question being sponsored by the Yes for Schools.  There were no objections.

The next meeting will be held June 12, 2007 at 7:30 PM, Room 5 of the Town Hall.

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY MR. KELLIHER.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY.
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 30, 2007, at 6:00 PM in the High School Guidance Room, prior to the continuance of Town Meeting.

Approved _______________________   Dated _____________
