Finance Committee Minutes

For March 5, 2008

Town Hall, Room 5

Present:  Ms. Hurlbut, Mr. Jones, Sr., Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Linnane, Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Kelliher and Mr. Mastascusa 
Absent:  Mr. Westervelt and Mr. Kirby
Guests:  Mr. Balukonis, Town Administrator and Mr. Tassone, Finance Director, Dr. Troughton, Mr. Nelson, Ms. Davis, Ms. Vacca, Mr. Venizia, and Mr. Mauceri
The meeting came to order at 7:00 PM

Mr. Mauceri reviewed the Finance Team meeting.  The FY2009 Budget Options were approved.  The Town Administrator’s proposal to close the budget gap was reviewed with members.  All items listed to be decreased, except for the Vocational School, came to $700,000.  By saving this $700,000 the Board of Selectmen hopes to keep the School Dept.’s budget status quo.  The Schools are to come up with $400,000 in available funds.  They are proposing to increase Athletic fees and reduce staff.  Mr. Nelson reviewed the municipal benchmarking report and emphasized that the Step & Scale increases and Special Education costs are what drives their budget up.  Dr. Troughton reviewed the School Committee’s recommendations as of 2/14/08.

Mr. Mauceri said that the Board of Selectmen are looking for a guarantee from the School Committee that Wednesday afternoons will be restored if the Board of Selectmen could find monies for 2.5 Fine Arts teachers and 4.0 P.E. programs teachers.  Ms. Vacca asked that the FinCom and Board of Selectmen not let a special interest group push the School Committee in one direction.
There was some talk about an override.   Mr. Mauceri mentioned that the Board of Selectmen has to vote on whether to put an override with the dollar amount on the warrant and they have to do it 30 days prior to Town Meeting on 4/7/08.
School Committee members left at 10:15
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Warrant Articles
MR JONES, SR., MOVED THAT ARTICLES 1 & 2 BE CONSIDERED NO ACTION REQUIRED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.  MR. WOLPIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
MR. JONES, SR., MOVED THAT ARTICLES 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 BE RECOMMENDED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND THAT ARTICLE 7 CONTAIN A CAP FIGURE.  MR. WOLPIN SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED THAT ARTICLE 17 BE RECOMMENDED AS WRITTEN.  MR. LINNANE SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED THAT ARTICLE 19 BE CONSIDERED NO ACTION REQUIRED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.  MR. MASTASCUSA SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED THAT ARTICLE 20 BE RECOMMENDED FOR $275,000 AND TO COME FROM RAISE AND APPROPRIATE.  MR. JOHNSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
MR. JONES, SR., MOVED THAT ARTICLES 24, 25, & 26 BE CONSIDERED NO ACTION REQUIRED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.  MR. JOHNSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
Mr. Wolpin moved to adjourn at 11:00 PM, seconded by Mr. Jones, Sr., voted:  unanimously in favor.

Approved __________________________                                     Date ______________
