Finance Committee Minutes for

Tuesday, February 13, 2007

Room 5 

Present:  Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Mastascusa, Mr. Casazza, Mr. Kelliher, and 

Mr. Westervelt
Absent:  Mr. Jones, Sr., Mr. Hoadley, and Ms. Hurlbut
Guests:  Lieutenant Edward Nolan, North Reading Police Department
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairperson, Mr. Mastascusa
Lieutenant Nolan highlighted the FY08 Police Dept. budget requests.  Lt. Nolan gave the members an overview of the Police Department’s staffing level.  He said there are 30 full time officers, 10 part-time officers and one clerical position.  The members discussed the sick time utilized by the NRPD in FY07.  A total of 65 hours were recorded for the entire department.  It was apparent the officers are utilizing their vacation time when they are sick.  This is due to their union contract providing for buy back of sick time.  It is obvious that the union contract is very generous when it comes to benefits for the union personnel and not advantageous from a Town Government financial perspective.  

Dick Johnson reported on his liaison; Emergency Management, Code Enforcement budget, and the Town Clerk budget.  He said there were no changes in Emergency Management.  There is a 15% one time salary increase carried over in the Code Enforcement budget from FY07, which needs to be straightened out.  The Town Clerk is looking for a new copier/Zerox machine.  The Elections budget is down this year due to it being an off year for National elections.  The Town Clerk is still trying to obtain a digital camera for the purpose of taking passport photos.  The cost for this camera is estimated to be $1,500.  Within the Elders Affair’s budget, the Director is seeking funding for a cell phone at a cost of $500.  There are no changes in the Veteran’s budget for FY08.  

There is a Chair/Vice Chair meeting scheduled for Friday.  
MR. WOLPIN MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, MR. JOHNSON  SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  Unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.  The next meeting is posted for February 20, 2007, at 7:00 PM.

Approved _________________________    Dated________________   
