Minutes
Tuesday, November 28, 2006
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, November 28, 2006, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson 


 

Martin Weiss, Member







Jon Cody, Member
Nasos Phillips, Associate Member
Absent:  

James Demetri, Vice Chair
Staff


Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent

Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the Minutes for 
November 14, 2006. 
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7 Bow Street
Mrs. Conron was present.  She stated that she got the notice from Ms. Basbanes to be at the meeting on Friday.  Mr. Kerr, the owner, was sent a notice, both regular mail and certified mail and both were returned – refused to pickup.  Ms. Basbanes explained that excavator operator was trying to repair a stone wall that had collapsed.  Ms. Basbanes, during her site visit, noticed debris and a concrete pad within the 12’ no disturb area.  The site is also entirely within the riparian area to the Ipswich River.  Mr. Weiss suggested that a letter be sent to the owner advising him to come in to the December 19th meeting with a plan to restore and clean up the area.  Mrs. Conron will make the owner aware of what transpired during the meeting and tell him to call Ms. Basbanes.

33 Chestnut Street
Mr. Wilson, the homeowner, was present.  Ms. Basbanes explained to members that there has been work occurring, material being stockpiled and heavy machinery being used within the 12’ buffer.  There is also an oil tank sitting next to the pond.  Mr. Wilson said that he has lived in the house all his life and his kids skate on the pond and have fires in the oil tank.  He said that he has been piling up the material because that’s where they have always had branches and logs.  He is willing to cooperate to clean up the site but doesn’t know where he should move the material to.  Ms. Basbanes will meet with Mr. Wilson at the site and advise him where the area of concern is and what he can and cannot do.  Mr. Wilson was asked to return to the 12/19 meeting to give a progress report.
57 Lakeside Blvd. – Minor modification
Mr. Wallner, the owner, was not present, but Ms. Basbanes explained on his behalf what minor modification he would like to do with his project.  Mr. Wallner wants to reduce the scope of his work by 4’ on the right side of his house and bring not do the work to the back of the house.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve that the work proposed in the homeowner’s new plans, to be submitted to the Commission, is considered a minor modification and a new filing is not required.

USPS site on Main St.
Mr. Greg Hadden, a representative from the Distribution center was present.  Mr. Soraghan, the Town Engineer, and Mr. Hadden walked the postal office property and 
the found that there was a roadway at the back of the property and one side of the
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roadway water was pooling substantially and flooding houses all the way back to Southwick Road.  Mr. Soraghan advised Mr. Hadden to clean out the culvert below the roadway and gave him the name of a service that would do it.  Mr. Hadden, instead partially disassembled the bridge and released the flow so that a small trickle has been going through the culvert since last Wednesday.  Mr. Hadden would like to work with the Town Engineer and Ms. Basbanes to solve the problem.  Ms. Basbanes said that he should make the inlet and outlet of the culvert the match to stabilize the flow.  Mr. Hadden will address a letter to the Conservation Commission requesting to do the work as emergency maintenance.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


That the Conservation Commission approve of the work to be done to eleviate the flooding on the postal office property on Main St., as emergency maintenance.

Public Hearings
432 Park Street (245-1235)
Richard Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present along with Mr. Smith, the owner of the property.  Mr. Williams explained that there is a Bordering Vegetated Wetland to the southwest that drains into a pipe that runs under an adjacent Industrial property.  To the north is a North Reading isolated wetland located between two BVW’s and it was found in the ANORAD process that it connected the two BVWs.  The applicant plans to fill both the North Reading isolated wetland and the thin strip of wetland to the north and will replicate 7500 s.f. behind the northern wetland.  An infiltration pond will pick up the drainage at the front of the property in catch basins, and will hold a 100 yr. storm according to Mr. Williams.  The rest of the subdivision’s drainage will go into a detention pond located below the northern wetland.  Mr. Williams stated that the replicated wetland would be a better quality wetland.  He said that the only wetland indicators within the isolated wetland is hydric soils.  
Mr. Williams said that they should keep within 15% impervious on each site and won’t need to go before ZBA for a variance.  Mr. Allen said that wetlands filling has been allowed by the Commission in the past so that the applicant could gain access to upland in order to build a house.  He said that the Commission has not allowed filling in order to build a house.  Mr. Cody said that he would rather allow the applicant to do what he is proposing instead of building a bridge and driving machinery over wetlands.  Mr. Williams was given time to discuss the situation with his client and after returning requested a continuance to try and reconfigure the lots.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;
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that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 12/19/06. 
Adjourn

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.

Approved ___________________Date ________ 

