Minutes
Tuesday, October 10, 2006
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, October 10, 2006, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson 




James Demetri, Vice Chair 

Martin Weiss, Member







Jon Cody, Associate Member
Absent:  



Staff


Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent

Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:

Nasos Phillips
Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the Minutes for September 26, 2006. 

1 Third Street
An Order of Conditions was issued for a portion of the project that fell within the 100’ buffer.  A stay was put on the project.  The court judgment ordered that the building permit and the Board of Health permit both be re-issued and members discussed 
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whether the Conservation Commission was considered under the same judgment.  Ms. Basbanes will concur with someone from DEP as to whether the wetland permit should be re-issued also.
Adams Road   

Mike Soraghan, the Town Engineer, was going to talk to members about paving Adams Road, but he had to postpone the discussion.  Currently, DPW re-grades the road two times a year.  Mr. Weiss mentioned to other members that, in his opinion, he doesn’t think a Notice of Intent should be filed, but would have the town hire a wetland botanist to oversee the paving. 
21 Winter Street
Ms. Basbanes told members that she met with Leo Garneau, the wetland scientist hired by the homeowner, on the site.  The wetlands have been flagged and soil borings have been done.  The homeowner would like to start removing a berm on the property.  Once this berm is removed, it can then be determined if the wetlands were filed.  Mr. Garneau told Ms. Basbanes that the homeowner would like to remove the berm under an enforcement and then file a Notice of Intent when it is determined what needs to be done.
4 North Street
Mr. Ricca was present and reported to members that he has dug up the stumps and will remove them off site by this Saturday.
Certificate of Compliances
79 Chestnut Street (245-1159)
Ms. Basbanes visited the property and had no issues at the site other than to have the homeowner take down the silt fence and make sure to well around a big pine tree in the front yard.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance. 
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Public Hearings
13 Riverside Drive (245-1186)(Amendment)
Ms. Stewart, the homeowner and applicant, was present along with her contractor.  There was an Order of Conditions issued for this property to add an addition.  Since that time, Ms. Stewart has decided to raze the house and rebuild on the same foundation, with the addition of a small frost wall to be added to the left front of the house.  She would also like to replace her existing shed with another one to be located in the same spot.  
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and approve the amendment to the Order of Conditions with two additional special conditions; 1) to have a meeting with Ms. Basbanes to establish the silt fence and, 2) to have the shed located in the same location.
27 Kings Row (245-1227)
Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien were present.  They explained their plans for installing an inground pool.  Ms. Basbanes mentioned that the Building Inspector had concerns with the steepness of the area for the location of the pool and of having fencing around it.  
Mr. Allen also noted that the location for the pool was a previously filled area and asked if they had taken the stability of the slope into consideration when establishing the pool’s location.  Mr. O’Brien said that they did have initial concerns, but their contractor seems to feel that the area is stable.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission move to close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions; plus one additional condition that there be no de-watering toward the wetlands.

14 Country Club Road (245-1228)
Ed Radcliff, from E.S.S. Engineering, was present with the owner, Jim Lorden.  Mr. Radcliff explained Mr. Lorden’s plans to raze and rebuild his house.  The new house will have four bedrooms, have a 780 s.f. septic system, be 30’ x 56’ with a 12’ x 40’ deck.   The leaching field is located outside the 100’ buffer.  The house will be located 73’ from the edge of wetlands.  Mr. Allen asked about the trees surrounding the driveway.  
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Mr. Lorden said that his neighbor would like them taken down.  The trees are outside the 100’ buffer.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions; plus one additional condition that the applicant remove debris from the wetlands.  
185 Chestnut Street (245-xxx)
Mr. Murphy, from Flynn & Murphy, LLC, and the homeowners, the Brains, were present.  Mr. Murphy explained the project; a 24’ x 26’ addition to the existing house, to be constructed on piers and located no closer than the existing house.  The existing deck was damaged by a tree and they would also like to replace that.  Ms. Basbanes asked that the applicant extend the erosion control line.  There is a shed on the property that they may need to address.  The shed will be added as an additional condition.  
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions; plus two additional conditions, 1) that erosion controls, either hay bales and/or silt fence, shall be installed around the limit of work for the deck replacement, 2) the existing shed is within the 12’ No Disturb Zone established under the North Reading Wetland Bylaw.  Any work on the shed shall include it’s relocation outside of the 12’ No Disturb.  The Commission shall be notified prior to this work occurring so as to determine an appropriate location.
Continued Public Hearings
5 Lisa Lane (245-1226)
David Newhouse, of Newhouse & Sun Construction, was present for the applicant.  At the last meeting members were concerned with how construction trucks/cement trucks were going into the back yard to do the work.  There is only 4’ on one side of the house before encroaching into the 12’ buffer, and the septic system and a pool are on the other side of the house.  Mr. Newhouse discussed the matter with the homeowner and asked the Commission if he could bring trucks over the 12’ buffer and then reestablish the buffer after.  Mr. Newhouse explained that to have a pumper truck come in would cost a few thousand dollars.  Mr. Newhouse showed pictures of how the area is now, which is an established lawn area.  Mr. Newhouse proposed establishing the erosion controls at 8’ to the edge of the wetland buffer.  Mr. Newhouse was advised that if the Commission allowed him to disturb the 12’ buffer, they would require him to reestablish 
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the area with vegetation, allowing a walkway path.  Mr. Weiss stated that he would not like to establish a precedent.  Mr. Newhouse said he could put planks down for machinery to go over.  There was some discussion about getting a better 12’ buffer than what now exists, which is an area being care for as a lawn.  Members decided that they
would not like to compromise the 12’ buffer by encroaching into it and then setting a precedent.
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the 42 standard conditions; plus an additional condition to submit a written proposal as to how concrete will be installed.  Silt fence will be installed at the 12’ buffer limit.   
Adjourn

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM 
Approved ___________________Date ________ 

