[image: image1.png]


                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, August 14, 2012
Mr. Weiss, Chair, called the Tuesday, August 14, 2012, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Marty Weiss, Chairman 

Present:

Jonathan Cody, Member



Tim Allen, Member







Absent:

Tom Romeo, Member





Lori Mitchener, Member 
Staff


Leah Basbanes
Present:

Kathy Morgan
Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of July 10, 2012.
Certificate of Compliance
65 Burroughs Rd   - members re-signed the Certificate of Compliance.
18 Peter Road ( 245-1352)

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

160 Park Street (245-1401) 
Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

Public Hearings
7 Shore Road – RDA – trees
Mrs. Doyle, the homeowner, was present.  Mrs. Doyle explained that she has three trees, two small pines and a maple tree close to the pond.  When Mr. Allen and Mr. Weiss went to the site to inspect the trees, they thought there were a lot more than three trees marked.  Ms. Basbanes will confirm the trees to be cut at the site with the homeowner.

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination, with the condition that Leah review the trees to be cut and stipulate that the tree stumps are to remain.

10 Voke Street – RDA – septic tank
Luke Roy, from LJR Engineering, and Mrs. Ahern, the homeowner, were present.  The homeowner is replacing the septic system.  The new leach field will be located approximately 140’ away from Martin’s Pond.  The new tank will be located 70’ from the pond.  Mr. Roy said they plan to abandon the old system.  Members requested that the old system be filled in.

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with the condition that the old tank be filled in.

265-271 Main Street – (245-1425)  
Bill Dufresne, Merrimack Engineering Services was present for the applicant.  Mr. Dufresne explained that there are 4 septic systems that serve the current facility.  The fourth system is behind Sears and services Winter Hill Bank.  DEP has required the upgrade of the system for a new restaurant going in.  There is a wetland to the right of the Sears building.  The tanks, a portion of the leach field and a portion of the forced main are within the 100’ buffer to wetlands.  Members were unsure of the location of the system because it wasn’t marked when they went out to the site.  Mr. Weiss asked that the force main be flagged and the four corners of the field.

Mr. Cody moved, seconded by Mr. Allen, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, but hold for a DEP# and DEP approval.  
Continued Public Hearings
173 Marblehead Street (245-1412)
Luke Roy, from LJR Engineering, was present for the applicant.  He advised members that the site has been re-delineated and the new flags have been located on the plan.  The changes are significant.  The applicant wants to re-engineer the design.  There was some discussion as to whether the work done previously at the site disturbed the flow of water on the site.  Steve Mancini, the direct abutter, asked that the Conservation Commission request that the developer restore the “ditch area”   Ms. Basbanes stated that she doesn’t feel that the construction on the site caused the flooding and thinks the wetlands may not have been delineated correctly.  She said that there is water on both sides of the “ditch area” and filling won’t help with the flooding on the site.
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to October 9, 2012.  
Violations:
18 Roach Circle – Mr. and Mrs. Sabella, the homeowners, were present.  The Conservation Commission was advised that vegetation had been removed from the house down to Martin’s pond.  There has been no grading or filling, but there has been a violation of the 12’ no disturb limit.  Mr. Sabella explained to Commission members that he only did pruning and trimming by hand and has been trying to maintain the area.  Members discussed how the vegetation is growing back within the 12’ area and will continue to.  It was decided that posts, 4 x 4, with a wetland sign be posted at the 12’ no disturb limit.  A fine of $210 (the estimated cost of filing for the work) was also imposed on the homeowner.  Mr. Sabella apologized to the Commission and said that he didn’t realize that trimming or maintaining the area would require a filing.  A letter will be sent to him reiterating what was discussed at the meeting.

4 Batchelder Ave. – Ms. Basbanes advised members that she has been in touch with the homeowner, who was unable to make it to the meeting.  The Commission was advised that vegetation has been removed from the 12’ no disturb and trees taken down.  A letter will be sent to the homeowner advising her that a fine of $210 will be imposed and to have the 12’ no disturb limit delineated and posted with signs.  Members of the Martin’s Pond Association were present and asked for trees at the site to be replaced as shown in the pictures presented from Google Earth.  Ms. Basbanes will visit the site again and see if those trees were recently downed.

93 Burroughs Road – Ms. Basbanes spoke with the homeowner, who was unable to attend.  She will meet with him at the property next Tuesday.
Adjourn
Mr. Allen moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM
Approved _______________________ dated ________________
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