Minutes

Tuesday, July 31, 2007

Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, July 31, 2007, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:
Tim Allen, Chairperson



Jim Demetri, Vice Chair





Jonathan Cody, Member



Nasos Phillips, Member

Absent: 
Martin Weiss, Member

Staff

Present:
Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent



Kathy Morgan, Administrative Asst.

Guests:

Discussion/Correspondence File/Minutes

Minutes
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the Minutes of June 26, 2007.

Tree Cutting – John Robbins
John Robbins was commissioned in 1999 to do a forestry plan on the town-owned land at Swan Pond.  The plan was never acted on and due to the encouragement from Dana Rowe, Mr. Robbins was asked to update the plan.  Mr. Robbins was present at the meeting and passed around an update on the plan and some recommendations dated July 2007, on the Swan Pond land.  He explained maintaining trails and commercial thinning.  
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Land that is under the care and control of the School Dept. sits within this land and he mentioned that working on both parcels at the same time would be beneficial to both.  Mr. Robbins recommends chipping, and taking just about all the tree out.  The yield could produce, in a 10 acre parcel, $3,000 - $5,000.  This cutting would be a start.  He thought the sections of land he highlighted would be good to start with.  The Commission will find out whether Mr. Rowe has gotten in touch with the School Department and then in the fall speak with Mr. Robbins again about proceeding.   

Culvert Work at the Greens

No one was present from the Greens.  Ms. Basbanes spoke to an individual at the Greens over the phone and told him that they should file an RDA to do the work.
Conservation Restriction for the land at Leland Road

One of the special conditions within the Order of Conditions was that a Conservation Restriction be executed on part of the land. 

Mr. Demetri moved, Mr. Phillips seconded voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission accept this as being the Conservation Restriction as required under the Orders of Conditions, DEP#245-1245, 245-1253, 245-1254, 245-1255, to execute the document, and forward it to the Board of Selectmen for acceptance. 

Certificate of Compliances
13 Riverside Drive (245-1186)

Ms. Basbanes said there is work still to be done in the front of the house, but the work permitted in the back of the house is completed.  Members decided to hold off issuing the COC until all the work is completed.

14 Burditt Road (245-1240)
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

1 Shore Road (245-1193)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
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4 Chester Road (245-878)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
89 Elm Street (245-1197)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

5 Belleflower Road (245-1162)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

8 Swan Pond Road (245-1126)

Ms. Basbanes will send a letter to the homeowner about removing lawn clippings from within the wetlands.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

Public Hearings

55 Marblehead Street (245-1266)

Greg Saab, from E. S. S., Present for the applicant.  The applicant proposes to install a replacement septic system.  The system itself will be installed in the front yard and the pump chamber in the rear.  The pump chamber will be located 30’ away from the closest point to wetlands and the system 60’ from edge of wetlands.  Board of Health has given waivers for the distance to the water table and has already issued a permit.  

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.
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266 Haverhill Street (245-1267)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, Inc., was present along with Mr. Belmonte, the owner.  Mr. Roy explained that there are wetlands around the property.  An intermittent channel runs along the right of the property, with little or no BVW associated with it.  An old cart path and another culvert run along the other side of the property.  The existing house will be raised and replaced with a new house.  Mr. Roy noted that they tried to stay about the same distance away from the wetland as the old house.  They will use the same 
septic system.  Some impervious areas will be converted to pervious to help stay within the 22% standard.  All the work is within the current lawn area.  Both sheds will be taken out.   Members would like the house moved back slightly so that the new house won’t be any closer to the wetlands than the old house and they would like the driveway addressed. To decrease the amount of impervious, members suggested the applicant make a back up area rather than a horseshoe driveway.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing until August 21, 2007.

201 Swan Pond Road (245-xxx)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, Inc., was present for the applicant.  Plans were addressed to construct an addition to the back of the house.  Swan Pond abuts this property.  They have been through the Board of Appeals.  The addition will be 82.5’ from the water’s edge.  There is some grading proposed in the back of the house.   The addition will be put on a full foundation.  Silt fence is shown and no trees should need to come down.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions. But hold for a DEP file number.
66 Old Andover Road – RDA

Thomas Keohane, the contractor was present.  The homeowner is looking to add an addition to the existing deck to increase it to approx. 384 s.f.  The new addition will be placed on sonar tubes.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Meeting and issue a Negative 3 Determination.
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89 Old Andover Road (245-xxxx)

Robert Capozzi and Wendy Wiberg, the owners were present.  Mr. Capozzi presented a revised copy of his septic system plans with the new addition drawn on it.  He outlined their plans for a 24’ x 24’ addition with garage underneath.  They would like to reposition the driveway to go into the new garage.  Because of the complexity of the project and the proximity to the wetlands, members felt that engineered plans should be drawn and a construction sequence given by the contractor.  Ms. Basbanes is also concerned about the 
runoff from the existing driveway and the velocity of the flow of runoff increasing once the area is paved.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, voted 4-0; 


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to August 21, 2007. 

Other Business

Conservation Garden at the intersection of Central & Park Sts.
Ms. Basbanes will send the quote received from Scenic Design to the state for reimbursement for the garden destroyed when Rt. 62 was under construction.  

Town-owned land for sale

Ms. Basbanes reviewed some parcels up for auction by the Board of Selectmen.  Some parcels especially of interest were the ones adjacent to Swan Pond.  Ms. Basbanes will respond to the Town Administrator’s memo.

Adjourn

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the hearing at 9:30 PM.  The next meeting of the Commission will be August 21, 2007.
