Minutes
Tuesday, July 18, 2006
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, July 18, 2006, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson 


 

Martin Weiss, Member







Jon Cody
Absent:  

James Demetri, Vice Chair
Staff


Mary Trudeau, Conservation Agent

Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:

Nasos Phillips
Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Independent consultant review for J.T. Berry
Mr. Noones, from Lincoln Properties, Mr. Holland and Mr. Postalwait, from Symmes, Manni and McKee, and Attorney Senior, were present for the applicant.  At the applicant’s request Ms. Trudeau, who was going on vacation, asked Mike Soraghan, Town Engineer to get a quote for a peer review for the project.  A quote came in from the Malcolm Perni engineering firm, who is doing work for the town on the stormwater management project.  The quote came in for $23,500.  Ms. Trudeau said that Mr. Soraghan feels the site is sensitive because of the proximity to the town wells and would like the applicant to use stormceptors for that reason.  Mr. Weiss questioned why a peer review was necessary.  Ms. Trudeau said that it has become customary that most large projects have a peer review done.  Attorney Senior said that the project has already been reviewed by the Ch. 40B Subcommittee and has had an engineering 
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review.  He stated that the applicant is on a tight timeline for renting the apartments and would like to get all their permits done by September.  The applicant submitted a proposal from Judith Nitsch, and stated that the town has contracted them in the past.  Ms. Trudeau said there are many reasons why they are no longer working for the town. 
The quote from Judith Nitsch came in at $5,000.   Ms. Trudeau said that the peer review was done on the initial plans and some aspects of the project have changed.  Mr. Holland said the same plans were reviewed under the Ch. 40B that are being submitted with the NOI.  Mr. Holland said he has reviewed the quote from Malcolm Perni and felt it didn’t focus on the NOI but more on storm water details.  He prefers the Judith Nitsch proposal.  Chair explained to the applicants that members would not feel comfortable selecting a firm without having all the information and getting a third party quote.  The Conservation Agent will notify them of the Commission’s choice, and if agreeable to them, will start the review.

9 Gordon Road
Ms. Trudeau had advised members at the last meeting that the owner was encroaching his materials onto town-owned property and onto the roadway.  Mr. Paonessa, the owner, failed to show up at the last meeting and Ms. Trudeau was instructed to start issuing fines if Mr. Paonessa didn’t clear things up with the Commission.  Ms. Trudeau found out that Mr. Paonessa was on vacation and didn’t receive notification of the hearing until he returned home.  Mr. Paonessa was present and advised members that he has pulled his activities back onto his property.  He explained that he cleaned up the area that was used as a dump.  Members will visit the site.  No fines have been issued and will be suspended until the members visit the site.  The Conservation Agent will notify Mr. Paonessa of the Commission’s findings at their site visit.

3 Ladyslipper Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony were present.  The Anthony’s would like to modify their original plan by eliminating the garage and making the side slope a 2:1 slope instead of installing rip rap or a wall.  The limit of work line has changed but they have maintained the 75% buffer disturbance.  New plans dated 7-11-06 were reviewed and members felt the project could be modified as proposed.

Appointment of LUC Liaison
Jonathan Cody was nominated as the Conservation Commission liaison to the LUC.

Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody and voted 3-0;
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that the Conservation Commission accept the Minutes for June 27, 2006.
23 Essex Street

Ms. Trudeau explained to members that there had been filling on this property.  The owners have contracted Curt Young, Wetland Scientist, to do test pits to determine the actual wetland delineation.  The owners will file a Notice of Intent for restoration of the wetlands and for a garage. 

Boston Market
Ms. Trudeau informed members that DEP recently contacted the Conservation office about filling at this site.  DEP offered to take over the enforcement of this property along with other sites such as, Rt. 62, 21 Winter St./Richardson’s Garage and Reading Lumber.

Certificate of Compliances
4 Croswell Corner (245-1156)
Members saw no outstanding issues at the site during their visit.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
88 Chestnut Street (245-958)
Members saw no outstanding issues at the site during their visit.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
4 Mary Road (245-1109)
Ms. Trudeau noted a few issues with this site and advised members not to issue the Certificate of Compliance.
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15 James Millen Road (245-0817)
Members saw no outstanding issues at the site during their visit.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

Public Hearings
41 Southwick Road – RDA
The applicant or a representative was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Trudeau said she got a call from DEP who is questioning whether the project is in or near a floodplain.  After some review it didn’t seem that there was an issue with the floodplain.  The applicant will be asked to provide the distance from the house to the wetland flags on the site.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing for the applicant until 8/8/06 to update their plan. 
7 Ivy Street – (245-xxx)
Mr. Stanton, the applicant and Mr. Decoulis, the engineer were present.  Members could not locate the site or see any flags in the field.  Mr. Decoulis said he flagged the wetlands and says that the project is 50’ from the edge of wetlands.  Mr. Stanton gave members a better idea of how to get to the property and they will revisit at their next site visit.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing until 8/8/06.
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32 Oakdale Road – RDA
Mr. Hancock, from Quality Construction was present.  There is only some grading for a new single-family house within the 100’ buffer.  When members went out to the site, they saw that the house was flagged but the edge of wetlands was not and there were 
no flag numbers on the flags or on the plan.  An abutter noted that material is being dumped over the fence into the wetlands.  Members will revisit the site at their next site visit.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing until 8/8/06.

Continued Public Hearings
5 Hanah Graves Way (245-xxx)
Hayes Engineering sent in a request for continuance to the 8/8/06 meeting.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing until 8/8/06.

4 Lindor Road (245-xxx)
The project was continued to clear up the issue as to whether the project was in an area of concern.  This property is not in a protected area.  

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 35 conditions, but hold for a DEP file number.

Other Business
Mr. Weiss moved to go into Executive Session to discuss a possible investigation, and not to return to the Public Hearing.  Mr. Cody seconded the motion.  Voted 3-0;

Roll call vote; Mr. Allen – yes, Mr. Weiss – yes, Mr. Cody – yes.
Approved ___________________Date ________ 

