Page 1 of 6[image: image1.png]


                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, April 28, 2009
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, April 28, 2009, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 10 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson



Tom Romeo, Member






Lori Mitchener, Member



Martin Weiss, Member (7:40)
Absent:  

Jonathan Cody, Member 
Staff




Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of April 14, 2009.

Ratify Emergency Certificate
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission ratify the Emergency Certificate signed by Mr. Allen and issued April 22, 2009.

Certificate of Compliance
44 Southwick Road  (245-1222)
At their site visit, members noticed some debris out back and to the right of the path (the pool would be on the left) 3 -4 large piles of yard waste.  They also commented that there is no grass to the left of the pool house, but weren’t as concerned about that.  Mr. Amerault, the owner, will be advised to remove the piles of debris and apply again.

0 Strawberry Lane (245-41)
The Certificate of Compliance was issued in 1995 but never recorded with the Registry.  A new Certificate of Compliance was re-issued.

17R Shore Road
Adam Ricci, the owner was present.  Mr. Ricci was asked to attend this meeting because he had cut down two trees that were on the bank of Martins Pond and within the 12’ no disturb area.  Mr. Ricci submitted a planting plan for the two trees that he took down.  He has put in 17 or so plantings along the property.  Ms. Basbanes said that the shoreline is stabilized with rocks and rip rap, with vegetation growing within the rip rap.  Mr. Ricci will be submitting a Notice of Intent for additional work he would like to do to his property.  Ms. Basbanes feels it will not be vital to replant the two trees immediately and could be in the way during his building process.  Mr.Ricci will include the plantings within his Notice of Intent.

Mr. Romeo was called out of the meeting at 7:35 pm.
Public Hearings

32 Burroughs Way (245-xxxx) Septic system
Jim Kavanaugh, the engineer, was present for the applicant.  The leaching field and the septic tank are to be replaced.  The site is surrounded by wetlands.  The Board of Health has approved the system under 18 Elma Road.  The new system will be located 57’ from the edge of wetlands.

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 3-0; 

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the 43 standard conditions, but hold for a DEP#

217 Haverhill Street – RDA
Chris Banda, the owner, was present.  Mr. Banda explained that he would like to construct a 22’ x 12’ deck on the back of their house.  The closest distance from the wetlands to the proposed deck is 40’.  Mr. Banda was told that the holes for the sonar tubes should be dug by hand.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue a Negative 3 Determination with one additional condition that the holes for the sonar tubes be dug by hand.
198 Haverhill Street (245-xxxx) Septic System
Andy Street, from Engineering Alliance, was present for the applicant.  The existing system has failed and will be replaced in kind.  Rimmer Environmental flagged the wetlands.  The new tank and new pump chamber will be 50’ from the edge of wetlands.  Silt fence and haybales are to be installed.  Mr. Allen came into the Conservation office to signoff on an Emergency Certificate because material was backing up into the house. 
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission ratify the Emergency Certificate that was issued on 4/22/09.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, but hold for a DEP#.

4 Ten Rod Way (Lot 8) (245-1320) regrading the yard
Chris Sparages, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.  Mr. Sparages was advised that the work previously approved under DEP# 245-1183 for this site was never issued a Certificate of Compliance and that a Certificate would need to be approved and issued prior to additional work on the site being approved. A Request for a Certificate of Compliance was submitted by Hayes Engineering for the previous work.  
Mr. Sparages explained the work to be proposed consisting of re-grading of the yard to the back right area.  In the previous work approved, the back yard directly behind the house was designed to be a rip rap slope down to a field stone wall.  The stone wall was to continue from the left side all the way around to the right to establish the No Disturb Zone.  A small portion of the field stone wall was constructed and there is the rip rap slope behind the house.  Mr. Sparages explained that there is a new buyer who would like to create a yard area by bringing fill and stabilizing the toe of slope with rip rap, like that behind the house.  The rip rap slope would be a 1:1.5 and would be approximately 6-8’ high. A 4’ chain link fence will be on top of the slope.  The elevations in the rip rap wall would be from 152 down to 142.  There are eight trees 6” in diameter or less that would come down.  Mr. Weiss asked for cross sections of the wall.
There was a question of the percentage of buffer disturbance for the site.  The original amount under the previous filing was 62.3% but this project encompasses some of the same area.  The new buffer disturbance with the proposed project is 73%.

Mr. Riley at 101 Marblehead St. asked why this work wasn’t proposed before?  The new work is more costly and will be done by the new owner.  He also asked if the change in grade will change the drainage and is concerned with the weight of dirt on the wall.  Mr. Sparages said that the slope will be done in stages with lifts and the boulders will be placed with machines.  Mr. Sparages said they won’t be changing the runoff, but when trees are cut down and the rip rap replaced with lawn, there will be some increase, but it is a small area.  
Laine Ray, also an abutter on Marblehead St., stated her concerns with removing the trees will cause more water to deal with.  With all of the disturbance, she is also concerned about the flow of water getting to a vernal pool in the area.  She asked Mr. Sparages how they will contain the work so that it doesn’t interfere with the horse trail, giving instances when the development was going in that she had issues with the builder.  Mr. Sparages said that there won’t be any work near the horse trails.  There are two trees in wells and all the work will occur on the property side of the trail with no proposed activity within 10’ of the horse trail easement.  
Mr. Sparages was asked from the Commission if the equipment will be kept up hill from the work?  He said, yes, it can’t go down into the wetlands.  They asked if work will be restricted to a certain time of year?  He said, yes.  There was a Special Condition in the previous Order of Conditions that specified the time for work to occur on that site and, if approved, that Special Condition could be added to this Order of Conditions.  

Mr. Sparages will look to see if the slope can be re-worked to save more trees.  Ms. Basbanes would like some evergreen tree plantings added to the base of the slope.

Some things to consider and possibly incorporate into the Order of Conditions if approved are;

1. Time of year when work could occur.

2. Access to the work and no disturbance or blocking horse trails.
3. If proposed work doesn’t go through, the stone wall would have to go in as approved under the previous filing.
4. The plans will show a cross section of the proposed wall.

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to May 12, 2009.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for DEP# 245-1183.  
Adjourn 

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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