Minutes
Tuesday, April 10, 2007
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, April 10, 2007, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson 




Martin Weiss, Member





Nasos Phillips, Member 
Absent:  

James Demetri, Vice Chair




Jon Cody, Member
Staff


Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent

Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Phillips moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission accept the Minutes for 3/27/07, as corrected.  
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9 Fox Run
The owner is building a house and doing work on the property and his neighbor called the Conservation office saying that soils were coming down from his property into her property.  There is a wetland area near her property but the soil had not gone as far as that.  Ms. Basbanes went out to the site and did observe some soil running down the slope and asked Mr. Lauria, the homeowner of 9 Fox Run to install a silt fence.  Ms. Basbanes was called again to come out again because the soil has now gone into the wetlands.  Ms. Basbanes told Mr. Lauria to stop all work and attend this meeting.   Mr. Lauria and his Attorney, Richard Mestone were in attendance.  Ms. Basbanes told the owner to hire a wetland consultant to determine the extent of the wetlands.  Mr. Lauria proposed constructing a stone wall in front of the haybales and marafi fence.  Members told Mr. Lauria that he should install the haybales immediately (within the week), hire a wetland consultant to determine if the wetlands were affected as a result of the filling and get a plan together to stabilize the hillside.  Ms. Basbanes will summarize the requests of the Commission in a letter to the homeowner and letting him know that he should have everything done by the next meeting.

Beaver dam at the end of Fieldcrest Terrace
The beaver dam at the end of Fieldcrest Terrace has been addressed before and a beaver deceiver installed.  The dam is now underwater and the neighbors, as well as the Town Engineer, feel that the 18” pipe is not sufficient.  The trapper hired, Mr. Musto, said that there is no recent activity by beavers.  The Board of Health has signed an emergency permit and the town and Martin’s Pond Assoc. will supply the equipment and do the work.  The Town Engineer has a grant for a new culvert but the roadway is within Wilmington and they are still working with the Town of Wilmington to get approval.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the issuance of an Emergency Certificate to breach the dam at the end of Fieldcrest Terrace.

197 Main Street
William Schofield, the owner, was present.  Ms. Basbanes received a call that work was going on behind the building and some tree cutting.  Mr. Schofield said that he had an excavator in to take out a stump in his neighbor’s yard.  He also had a blockage in a pipe that he was trying to find and was putting down new drainage pipes.  He pulled out some boulders that he plans to put back as a wall.  He admitted he got carried away looking for the drainage and went into the wetland buffer.  Chair said that they noticed a lot of sediment when they went out to the site; and Mr. Weiss said there is an area of fill 
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in the buffer that is noticeable.  A Certificate of Compliance has still not been issued for the porous pavement that was installed at the site.  Mr. Schofield mentioned that he has future plans to pull up the porous pavement and put a glycose system down.
Members advised him to file a Notice of Intent for the work he is doing and plans to do in the future and flag the wetlands.  Ms. Basbanes will summarize what the Commission wants him to do and give him a time line to get the work done in May.
Certificate of Compliances
30 Marblehead Street (245-1072)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

10 Linwood Avenue (245-916)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

Public Hearings 
5 Demetri Lane (245-1246) 
The applicant has withdrawn his application.
Mr. Phillips moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the withdrawal of the Notice of Intent.

20 Tarbox Lane (245-1256)
Rich Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.  The applicant wants to expand the driveway on the left side of the house.  A vertical wall is proposed and is outside the 50’ buffer to an adjacent vernal pool.  Chair said there was no flagging at the site.  Mr. Weiss said he would like to see the 50’ buffer marked at the site.    
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;
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that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing until 4/24/07.

327 Main Street – RDA – storage shed
Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present for the applicant.  Mr. Roy explained that the applicant wants to erect a storage shed, 36’ x 96’ to replace an old one that was 49’ x 139’.  There is BLSF and BVW on the property.  The building will go over the existing pavement and Mr. Roy stated that the project won’t eliminate any flood storage capacity.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Negative 3 Determination, with no conditions.

Continued Public Hearings
31 Tower Hill Road (aka 198R Haverhill St)
Martin Finch from Mesmer was present for the applicant and explained that the project will include constructing a single family dwelling.  The house will be located 51’ from the BVW.  The 12’ No Disturb will be marked in the field and no work should be done behind the garage after the work is completed.  There is a stand of trees that is to be kept with a restriction on the deed.  Mr. Finch suggested granite markers with wetland plaques attached.  Community Planning has closed their public hearing for this property and Board of Health has issued a permit.
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 42 conditions.

156, 158, & 160 Main Street (245-1248) – Commercial parking lot
Rich Williams, from Hayes Engineering, and Attorney Senior were present for the applicants.  Mr. Williams said that DEP commented that they should capture roof runoff.  There is high ground water and some abutters have been complaining of flooding and capturing roof runoff may enhance the flooding.  Mr. Williams said that they conform to storm water management bylaws, but he will discuss with Design Consultants during the peer review and will also notice CPC, Conservation and DEP.
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West Village (Lot 3) (245-1252) 
Mr. Weiss wasn’t present for the beginning of the discussion, but has reviewed the project.  Mr. Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.  Revised plans dated 4/3/07 were submitted.  The applicant considered Ms. Basbanes suggestion that they flip the house.  If they were to flip the house, they would have to eliminate a group of trees that they want to keep as a buffer.  Members would like posts within the fieldstone walls that would have wetland markers on them.

 West Village (Lot 4) (245-1251) 
Mr. Weiss wasn’t present for the beginning of the discussion, but has reviewed the project.  Mr. Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.  Their planting plan has been changed to add winterberry bushes.  This lot will also have the condition of having posts installed within the wall every 50’ with wetland markers on them. 
West Village (Lot 5) (245-1250) 
Mr. Weiss wasn’t present for the beginning of the discussion, but has reviewed the project.  Mr. Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.
This lot will also have the condition of having posts installed within the wall with wetland markers on them every 50’.

West Village (Lot 6) (245-1249) 
Mr. Weiss wasn’t present for the beginning of the discussion, but has reviewed the project.  Mr. Williams, from Hayes Engineering, was present for the applicant.
DEP has not commented on this lot yet.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearings on Lots 3, 4, & 5, and issue Orders of Conditions with a special condition that posts with wetland markers be installed every 50’ within the fieldstone walls at the limit of activity.  The permits will be held until the Board of Health permits have been issued.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the continuance for West Village 

(Lot 6).
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Adjourn

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.

Approved ___________________Date ________ 

