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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, March 9, 2010, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson



Tom Romeo, Member





Lori Mitchener, Member
Jonathan Cody, Member

Absent:  

Martin Weiss, Member 

Staff




Present:

Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent
Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes
Mr. Romeo  moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes of February 16, 2010.

Certificates of Compliance
46 Chestnut St –(245-1017)

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

105 Elm St  (245-1077)
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

23 Washington St (245-1304)
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed.

Public Hearings
30 Redmond St – (245-1346) 
Notice of Intent presented by John McQuilken of JM Associates to raze the existing house and rebuild a new house further back on the lot.  -. Proposing to raze existing house, abandon existing septic system and remove stone driveway and then construct new house and septic system mostly out of the 100’ buffer zone.  Some grading will occur in the buffer but will be 52’ from the wetland.  The new house will be set back on the lot. The septic system will be completely out of the buffer.  Existing stone driveway will be removed and restored to lawn. Project meets the thresholds for impervious area 5.5% and buffer alteration of 34.2%. 

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.

39-41 Haverhill St. for Lot 1

Chris Sparages of Hayes Engineering gave presentation on the overall project. Project consists of 4 ANR lots based on the ORAD issued by the Con. Com in 2008.  Lots 1 & 2 will have the requisite frontage on Haverhill St., Lots 3 & 4 will have reduced frontage though the lots are larger in size.  All structures presently on site will be razed. Board of health has reviewed and commented on all for septic system designs though has not yet issued approvals. 

Lot 1- This lot is the south lot and will have the requisite frontage on Haverhill St. the maintained lawn area extends into the wetland.  Erosion control will be installed along the 12’ buffer.  Buffer disturbance will be 69.9% and impervious area will be 20.1 %.  The driveway will be at grade and runoff from Haverhill St will continue to follow the existing gutter line.  Mr. Sparages asked if the Commission would consider allowing the mowed wetland areas to be continued to be maintained as such.  The Commission stated it wants the wetland area to revert back to an unmaintained wetland.   No work should occur beyond the 12’ No Disturb zone. It was noted by the agent that this project presents a change of use from agricultural to residential therefore the liberties of maintaining wetland areas like that is lost.   The Commission stated that the 12’ buffer shall be well defined by a post and rail fence on the lot. Board of Health has not yet approved the septic system, and DEP has not issue a number or comments. Request to continue to April 6, 2010 by Mr. Sparages.  
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to April 6, 2010.
39-41 Haverhill St. for Lot 2

Mr. Sparages of Hayes presenting plan for a single family house and septic system.  This is also a full frontage lot.  The existing chicken coops will be razed, and the existing driveway will be eliminated.  They proposed to construct a new driveway. Buffer alteration is 61.3 % and impervious area is 16.2 %.  This lot has a wetland area in the front.  The large evergreen trees will remain and the wetland area which is presently mowed will also be allowed to re-establish naturally.  The 12’ buffer will be clearly defined by a post and rail fence. 

Board of Health has not yet approved the septic system, and DEP has not issue a number or comments.  . Request to continue to April 6, 2010 by Mr. Sparages.  
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to April 6, 2010.
39-41 Haverhill St. for Lot 3
Mr. Sparages of Hayes presenting plan for a single family house and septic system.  This lot is a limited frontage lot so will be larger in size at 2.86 acres. The driveway will be 550’ long.  Buffer alteration is 59 % and impervious are is 22%. The driveway will run along the plateau just above the beginning of the slope down to the wetland.  There will be a retaining wall constructed at the end of the driveway.  The Commission requested the post and rail fence follow the erosion control line along the 12’ buffer up to wetland flag #23.  The mowed wetland area associated with this lot shall also be allowed to revert back to unmaintained wetlands. The agent questioned if the house could be move to be out of the buffer zone. Mr. Sparages stated that the setback restrictions limit the house location. Board of Health has not yet approved the septic system, and DEP has not issue a number or comments.  Request to continue to April 6, 2010 by Mr. Sparages.
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to April 6, 2010.
39-41 Haverhill St. for Lot 4
Mr. Sparages of Hayes presenting plan for a single family house and septic system.  This lot is a limited frontage lot so will be larger in size at 3.01 acres. The driveway will be 700’ long.  Buffer alteration is 36.2 % and impervious are is 8%.  Most of the work is out of the 100’ buffer zone. No work at all near the 12’ buffer. Orientation of the house is set by the grade.  They want to limit the amount of earth work- fill or cuts.  Most of the fill on the project will be related to the septic systems. Mr. Romeo asked if there will be any landscape easements proposed as all of the yards are very close and blend into each other.  Mr. Sparages stated that there will not. Request to continue to April 6, 2010 by Mr. Sparages.
Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to April 6, 2010.
41R Lakeside Blvd.   
Mr. Chris Sparages of Hayes Engineering submitted a revised plan for this site asking the Commission to consider it a minor modification.  The revised plan shows a significantly smaller house footprint which would be located within the approved footprint.  The proposed impervious area on the lot will be reduced from 5250 s.f. to 2933 s.f.   The “Save Tree” plan will remain the same as originally approved.

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the new plan with revised date March 3, 2010 as a Minor Modification for the project at 41R Lakeside Blvd.
26 Oakhurst Terrace- continued. 

Mr. Greg Hockmuth of Neve-Morin, Inc. and Mr. Jim Senior were present to address the project.  At the last meeting there were discussions about restoring the 12’ NDZ and providing a plan showing deck minimizing disturbance in the 12’ NDZ. A plan was presented showing a restoration area and planting plan, with the same size deck but turned sideways to only extend 13’ from the house instead of 16’.  The Commission asked if the deck could be moved north to be more out of the 12’NDZ.  Mr. Hockmouth said it is possible but not desirable because the deck would only be 5’ from the abutting house and the view would be blocked by 2 trees.  The proposed house will also be 5’ from the abutting house. 

Agent stated that she still considers this project to be new construction, as does the building inspector, and board of health.  Mr. Hockmuth stated that a tight tank by law cannot be considered new construction and therefore has to be considered a repair by the BOH.  Agent stated that regardless, the old house is being torn down and disposed of and a new structure will be constructed in a different footprint. This should be considered new construction by the Commission and no work should be in the 12’ NDZ.  Mr. Senior stated that the lot is very small, the house is very small and that the deck is essentially more important than the house.

Mr. Allen questioned if the existing deck could be left in place while the house be removed, and then only remove the portion of the deck that is on the abutting property. Then the deck that is remaining will not be considered new construction. Any new work or additions to the existing portion of the deck would be considered new construction and must be out of the 12’ NDZ.  Agent questioned that structural soundness of the deck and if a portion of it is removed, can it be a safe stand alone structure.  The applicant said it would but would need a new piling to support it which would be in the 12’ NDZ. 

The abutter on whose property the structure is presently stated that he will not allow anyone on the property to remove the house or deck. 

The Agent asked if the restoration will still be done as proposed.  Mr. Hockmuth said it will not.  

The Commission questioned if the applicant had addressed the DEP comments about flood storage. Mr. Hockmuth stated that the new house will be constructed on pilings 3 feet above ground, so there will be a net increase of 5 cubic feet of flood storage. 

It was further discussed that a revised plan would be need to be submitted showing the portion of the deck to remain and any new construction. Request to continue to April 6, 2010 by Mr. Hockmuth.  
Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Romeo, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission continue the Public Hearing to April 6, 2010.
. 
Adjourn 

Mr. Romeo moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 9:18 PM

Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
235 North Street, North Reading, MA 01864 ~ 978.664.6047 ~ FAX 978.664.6052 http://northreadingma.gov/

[image: image1.png]