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                                                       TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            _________________________                     Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Conservation Commission 
Minutes for January 24, 2012
Members present: Lori Mitchener, Tim Allen, Jon Cody

Members absent: Marty Weiss, Tom Romeo

Staff present: Leah Basbanes

Staff absent: Kathy Morgan

Meeting called to order at 7:35 pm

Motion to accept minutes made by Lori M., seconded by Jon C.  Approved 3-0.

Discussion on the Timber Sale Contract and Agreement.  Dana Rowe was present to review the contract.  He met with Selectmen and they have given the approval to move forward with the tree cutting project out at Swan Pond area.  Still awaiting for Town Council to approve the contract.  Once that is done, then work will begin.  Abutters will be notified prior to cutting.  

LUC Liason- Jon Cody has been the liaison but requested to pass the responsibility to someone else.  The primary concern is that the Commission liaison ends up devoting time to the LUC that does not directly involve the WPA or the Local Wetland Bylaw. The Commission decided that the Chair should serve as the LUC Liaison and have the LUC contact the agent when needed

Public Hearings
14 Gould St.- Notice of Intent. (245-xxxx)

 James Cavanaugh presented plan for the proposed septic system replacement at the property.  Presently there is a failing cesspool which will be disposed of.  Board of Health approved the design.  Wetland boundary is acceptable.  No DEP number has been issued yet.  Motion made by Jon to close the hearing and issue OOC, but hold until the DEP issues a number and comments. Second by Tim.  Approved 3-0.
15 Shady Lane- Notice of Intent (245-xxxx)
James Kavanaugh presented plan for the proposed septic system replacement at the property.  Presently there is a failing system which will be disposed of.  Board of Health approved the design.  Wetland boundary is acceptable.  No DEP number has been issued yet.  Motion made by Jon to close the hearing and issue OOC, but hold until the DEP issues a number and comments. Second by Tim.  Approved 3-0.

8 Hannah Graves – Notice of Intent (245-xxxx)

Bob Griffin of Griffin Engineering presented plan for the proposed construction of a Har-tru tennis court. This project was approved 11 years ago but was never constructed.  This plan includes a better option.  It is a permeable court consisting of several layers of processed gravel and topped with a processed crushed stone.  It requires maintenance using water so and irrigation system will be installed. All work will be out the 12’ buffer.  Project meets the local bylaw thresholds.  Previous plan showed a wetland to the south, but recent field investigation noted no indication of a wetland there.  
In the location of the court, there is a mound of earth.  He was not sure if it was earthen, rock or ledge.  Regardless, it will have to be removed for the construction.  If it is ledge, the Commission will be notified and it will be discussed how to remove the ledge.  Motion made by Jon to close the hearing and issue OOC with one special condition, but hold until the DEP issues a number and comments. Second by Tim.  Approved 3-0. Special Condition: If ledge is found within the construction area, the Commission shall be notified to discuss procedures to remove the ledge.

 Motion to close public hearing and adjourn meeting by Jon to close the hearing. Second by Tim.  Approved 3-0.  8:15 pm.
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