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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of November 14, 2016 at 7:00 pm 

Meeting Room #3, Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT 
 

These Minutes are Subject to Approval by the Conservation Commission 
 

Present: Jim Ryan, Tom Philbrick, Cindy Joyce, Mark Boland (arrived 7:10p and left 7:45), 

Chris Smith 
Absent: Karlyn Sturmer 
Staff: Robert Sibley, Deputy Director of Planning & Land Use, Georgia Contois, Clerk 

 
Also Present:  Attorney Peter Scalzo, Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, LLP; Jeremy 

Clark, Clark Forestry Services; Dottie Evans, Holly Kocet, and Mary Wilson of the High Meadow 
Study Group; Bob Eckenrode and Harvey Pessin of the Newtown Forest Association 
 
Mr. Ryan opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

The High Meadow Study Group presented a document titled “Goals and Tactics For 5 Acre Test 
Site at High Meadow” (Exhibit “A”). Ms. Wilson ran through the hot points of the document and it 
was well received by the Commission. Mr. Ryan asked the Commissioners to review the 
document and ask questions/make revisions so that in January, the CC and Study Group can 
discuss funds and create a plan.  
 
Mr. Clark revisited the CC to update them on the progress for the Stone Bridge Project. He had 
emailed bid information to over 40 perspective companies and is excited to see what comes in. 
The CC will work with Mr. Clark, the Land Use Agency, and the Finance Department once they 
start receiving bids. A sign will be created for the project to provide general information and 
contact info for the CC.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 

Planning and Zoning- Ms. Joyce reported that P+Z had referrals regarding neighboring towns, 
and no new applications.  
Inland Wetlands- Mr. Philbrick said that IW has cancelled their last meeting due to lack of 
applications. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Declaration of Conservation Restrictions – Mr. Scalzo joined the CC for a second time with 

conditions for the Conservation Restriction to Ms. Wasserman’s property. These conditions 
included repairing existing fences and gates, the lean-to structure, allowing the use of 
equipment to maintain the property and removing dead trees. The CC agreed that the 
conditions were acceptable but not specific enough. Mr. Sibley suggested that all activities need 
to be approved by an Agent from the Land Use Department, and if changes were large enough, 
they would be referred to the CC. Mr. Scalzo will revise the document. No action was taken. 
 
Meeting dates- A discussion was held about member preference for the Meeting Dates of 

2017. Members were conflicted and decided it may be easier to keep the schedule the same. 
An official vote was not taken.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Eckenrode talked to the CC about what the Newtown Forest Association (NFA) aims to do 
through land acquisitions and community outreach. The NFA and CC will try to combine 
resources and work together in the future. Mr. Pessin gave the example of the project at the 
Blackman Preserve where members of the community have donated plants (by various 
mediums and species) to be planted, creating an arbitrary garden/meadow. Mr. Ryan suggested 
having a meeting simply to discuss how the two groups can move forward together.  
 
Mr. Ryan distributed a resume of a member that he would like to phone interview and consider 
as a candidate to fill a 7th position on the CC. Members agreed that Mr. Ryan should interview 
and invite the gentleman to the next CC meeting.   
 
Mr. Sibley showed the members a card and photos received from an Eagle Scout, and said that 
there are a few young men presenting their projects in the coming month. The members are 
very thankful for the work the Scouts do.  
 
TRACKING TOPICS 

 
Ms. Joyce asked for Strategic Plan to be placed on the list of Tracking Topics.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR October 25, 2016 
 

No action was taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Mr. Philbrick motioned to adjourn the CC meeting.  Mr. Smith seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 9:03 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Georgia Contois, Clerk 






	CC 2016-11-14 Minutes
	img-Y15151443-0001

