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Conservation Commission Draft                                             Town of 
Minutes for 9/29/2009                                                           New Durham


Draft Minutes

New Durham Conservation Commission
September 29, 2009
Vice-Chair Charlie Berube called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM.
Roll Call:  Terry Jarvis (Selectmen’s Representative), Bill Malay, Bob Craycraft (Alternate), Charles Berube (Vice-Chair), Cathy Allyn           
Others Present:  None
Minimum Impact, Ben St. Jean:  Commission members reviewed the application for a canopy.  David Allen noted that the canopy be would be atop a submerged boat lift that was installed without a permit.  Bill Malay said he thinks no permit is needed because the permitting of the dock allows for a boat slip and no additional permitting is needed to install a lift and canopy in the boat slip.  He also noted that many other similar boat lifts have been installed around the lake over the last few years.

Commission members agreed by consensus that they have no problem with the application if it is required, and they asked Mr. Allen to check with DES to see if an application is required.

(Mr. Allen spoke with DES on 9/30 and was told that a permit is required for a boat lift, and it can be acquired through the Permit by Notification Process.)
Dredge and Fill, NH Fish and Game:  Commission members reviewed the revised plans submitted by NH Fish and Game.  Charlie Berube and Bill Malay said they had attended the meeting with Fish and Game officials that was organized by the Merrymeeting Lake Association in regard to this application.  They reported that Fish and Game had listened to the concerns of residents and had clarified several questions regarding the plan, and responded positively to suggestions for improvements in the plan.  Mr. Malay said it will be important to monitor the implementation of the plan to ensure the changes are actually incorporated into the construction of the plan.

Natural Resources Inventory:  David Allen asked the Commission to request funds in their 2010 budget to help pay for a Natural Resources Inventory.  The inventory would document natural resources in the town and give the Commission the opportunity to set some action priorities for the next few years.  He said the town has several documents which have some of the information needed for the plan, so the project would not start from scratch.  Bob Craycraft affirmed the importance of doing the inventory.  The Commission agreed by consensus.

Town Forest:  Terry Jarvis reported that the County Forester’s report regarding Shirley Forest had be brought to the Board of Selectmen.  She would like input from the Conservation Commission on the management of the forest and the possibility of the Board of Selectmen delegating management responsibility to the Commission.  Commission members said they would like to see a long term forest management plan with increased stewardship and opportunities for public education.  Several ideas were discussed.

The Commission asked David Allen to find a copy of the deed to see what if any restrictions it has relative to management of the forest, and also to check if state statutes allow the Conservation Commission to manage the forest.

Commission Chair:  The Commission agreed to place election of a new chair to replace Dennis Gagne first on the agenda at its October meeting.

Nature Education Partnership:  Cathy Allyn asked the Commission to join with the Meeting House Restoration Committee and the Elementary school to encourage and develop more Nature Education opportunities at the Meeting House.  The Commission agreed by consensus.

Off Road Vehicle Degradation of lands:  The Commission had further discussion regarding the erosion problems being created by Off Road Vehicles in the Devils Den area.  There is considerable frustration about the difficulty in making any headway on the issue.

Minutes of August 25:  Terry Jarvis moved to accept the minutes of August 25, 2009 as written.  Bill Malay seconded.  Cathy Allyn and Charlie Berube abstained as they were not present.  Approved 3-0.

Adjourn:  Terry Jarvis moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:22 PM.  Cathy Allyn seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
Respectfully submitted,

David Allen
Land Use Administrative Assistant
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