Approved

Minutes of Meeting

Town of Monson

Board of Assessors

Monday April 27, 2015
Members Present: Chairman Russell Bressette, Assessors Allan Curtis 
Members Absent: Thomas Faulkner
Principal Assessor: Alyce D. Johns 
Open the Meeting:  The meeting was called to order at 3:02 pm
Accept the Minutes:   Approved minutes from March 30, 2015
OLD BUSINESS: 
·  None
NEW BUSINESS:

The Board reviewed, voted and approved the following Motor Vehicle Abatements:   
2015   29
2014    4  
Letter sent denying to applications for chapter land 61 & 61A for Mr. Phillips filed before acceptance date.
Discussed personal property that will be inspected by Bishop & Company once approved at town meeting.

Discussed Vision Government Solutions assisting in Commercial & Industrial property valuations and inspections upon approval at town meeting.

Discussed the Boards role and the importance of attending meetings.  The board receives notification a week or more to confirm the meeting date and review previous meeting minutes. At this time if anyone is unable to attend they notify the office. There must be two members present to have a quorum.
The meeting of April 27, 2015 member Thomas Faulkner informed the office in the late morning he wasn’t coming to the meeting. The office had to redo all paperwork that was prepared. This was time consuming.

Mr. Faulkner failed to communicate his absence to the additional board members.

Also, board member Russell Bressette had something come up and wasn’t at the meeting. Principal Assessor Alyce Johns called Mr. Bressette and he was able to arrive to the meeting at 3 pm. We now had a quorum and were able to hold the meeting instead of cancelling. 
The Office prepares paperwork that must have final approval of the board.  

The board discussed certification,

The Board of Assessor’s is the only board that must attend Department of Revenue’s course 101 and pass obtaining certification to assist in the setting of the tax rate. The course is a week and an online exam is taken.  All new board members must take course and pass exam within two years of appointment.
Currently board members Russell Bressette, Allan Curtis and Principal Assessor Alyce Johns have certificates of Achievement in Assessment Administration: Law-Procedures-Valuation. The Department of Revenue offered a free Course 101 in April located in Dudley for three consecutive Thursdays.  Assessor’s clerk Lauren Dowd attended the course. Board member Thomas Faulkner declined to take the course in April. He must take course in August at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst resulting in a fee for the course.  
Open Session:

The next meeting was scheduled April 27, 2015 2:00 pm
ADJOURN:  At 3:30 pm. A motion was made by Allan.  The motion passed unanimously.

Prepared by Alyce Johns, Principal Assessor 

