
Article # l ACPC Etchinos Restoration:

The town has 6 Currier and lves lithographs that originally hung in Niagara until a fire in 1939.

They have been hanging in the fire Dept. since that time. During the fire they were damaged by

water and smoke and are considered to be in poor to good condition.

The artwork is in need of restoration and preservation due to the damage and deterioration.

The artwork was oart of a series created between 1854 and 1866. And is a first edition.

The Fire Dept. along with the Historical commission has presented this article to cPc
Committee.

The committee had an appraisal completed on the artwork by a qualified appraiser.

Artwork in current condition is valued at $6,800. After restoration replacement value would be

$23.250.00

The plan is to restore the artwork and put the originals back into original frames. And store them

in the library archival room.

we are planning to have high resolution copies made and framed and return a set to the Fire

Dept. and hang a set in Niagara.

We may also make extra copies and hang them in town hall or other suitable places.

Project amount requested is $1 1,000 with restoration' framing and copies'

l,m not sure if we discuss the value of the artwork to the public. I guess there could be a

potential of theft of the originals?

They will be stored in the library' I talked to Alex already

Any questions let me know,

Nathan
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PROPERTY OF TITE TOWN OF MILUS

CITRRIER AND MS 'Tbe Llfe of r Firemln' SERIES OF EAND COLORED LITHOGRAPHS
Note: Tha "C" number is o reference numberft'om Frederic Conningharn's illuslraled checklisl ofcuftier & Ives

pinE. The "Conningham" number is used b, collectors ond deale6 lo identih Pnnts and it given d-s, e-g., "C:1458".
The "G" number k a reJerence numberfrom Gale Research Company's Cotalogue Raisorme

I ) Affer t ouis Maurcr, published by Nathaniel Curier
' The Night Alsrm: Stnt her Li '
Conceived in 1854; (C:3518, G:3786)
Hand colored two stone liftograph, Aom the 1880 €ditiotr at I l5 Nassau
Stre€t; A firefighting crew pull a pumper wagon from the firehouse, as on€

fireman runs toward thc crsw Aom the left. A nighttime scenc with a
gaslight illuminating the sceDe.

Large folio: l7 l/8 x 26 inches, sheet: 21 7/8 x 29 inches
Original period fi'ame with gilt liner: 25 V, x 33 % inches
Condition: PooL Owrall discoloration and boler sloins in margi,1l, small tear top margin

Replac-€mont Value - Aft€r Restoration $3,250
Replac€ment Value - "As Is" 800

2) After Louis Maurcr, published by Nathaniel Curricr
' fte fire: t{ow Then wit}r a Will "
Conceived in lt54; (C:3515; G:37E3)
Hand colored two stone lithograph, from the 1880 edition at I 15 Nassau

street; depicting tearns of firemen fighting a blaze at the J.S. Smith & Co.
building. Volunteer fuefighten man the pumps and hoses, while others

scale ladders to rcscue the tenants of a butning building.
Large folio: 17 % x 26 inches, sheel 21 7/8 x 29 inches
Original period fame with gilt liner: 25 % x 33 % nches
Condition: Poor. Overall dlt@loration ondvaEr stoins in ma,yi,.s, small %" tear in left
narStn

Replacem€nt Value - After Restoration $ 3,500
Replacement Value - "As Is" I,000

3) After Iruis Maurr, published by Nathaniel Cunier
' The Ruins: Take up. Man Your Rope"
Conceived in 1854; (C:3520, G:3?89)
Hand colored two stone lithograph, Aom the 1880 edition at I l5 Nassau

Sheet; Fiefighters battle a blaze in a building to the right. Fire wagons are

spread throughout an intersectioo, with one hone drawn wagon depaning.
Four men can be seen standing on the roofofa nearby building.
Large folio: 17 7r x 26 inches, sheet: 21 7/8 x 29 inches
Original period fi-ame witb gilt liner: 25 V. x 33 lt inches
Condition: Poor- Overall disalorotion ond woter sttins in margins, wrlicol band of

Replacement value -After Restoration $3,250
ReDlacemert Value "As Is" 8O0

Town of Millis I Replacement Valuc I August 9, 2016
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MARKET INTRODUCTION & EXTRAORDINARY ASSUMPTION

The t).pe ofproperty included in this report is most often bought and sold through antiquarian print dealers

or through rhe auction process. The six hand colored lithographs contained in this report are from Currier

& Ives very popular seies The Life of a Firemaa. Currier originally published the first four prints in the

series in 1854, then added another in 1861 and the last in 1866, making the series a set ofsix. Of the six

prints in the towns collection, five ofthe set ofsix were from the 1880 edition when the firm was locat€d

at I 15 Nassau StTeet- Only item number 4,The Race, conceived in 1854, is fiom the original printing at

152 Nassau Street.

In "Currier & Ives, An lllustrated Price Guide", author Craig McClain identifies folio size, condition,

popularity, scarcity and quality of irnpression as factors in determining value. Prints are graded for

condition as follows: Poor, Good, Very Good, Fine and Mint.2 A print with a mint condition rating would

be in perfect condition with no fadbg, staining, discoloration, tears or creases. While, a print with a poor

condition rating would have significant staininS, tean, and possibly losses.

Works sold in the retail marker have usually been restored and are in very good, frne or mint condition.

Prints sold in the auction nrarket are often unrestored in pool good or very good condition. The prints

that are the subject ofthis repon are currently in 8 state ofpoor to good condition. The collection suffered

water damage many years ago, which lefi the prints discolored, water stained, with mold rcsidue. As with

most Currier & Ives, the original wood backing caused significant discoloration to the back ofeach print.

A conservator who examined the works repon€d the prints could likely b€ restored to very good to finc

condition. The fiames are original to the prints and also sustained minor water damage that can be easily

restored with cleaning. lt has been recommended that the Town have the works restored by a conservator,

and place them in acid free mats, with new backings and museum glass. Quotes to restore, conserve and

reframe the works as rccommended was provided by paper conservator Brigitte Boyadjian, Bill Craig of
Guido Frames, Oliver Brothers, and Nofiheast Document Conservation Canter. The total cosl ofrestoring

and refi'aming using Boyadjian and Guido would be $6,130.00 for all six prints.

The size of the prints included in this nport are large folio, which is most desirable to collector's. The

original editions of th€ prints (152 Nassau Sfeet) would be more valuable than the 1880 republished

editions ( I I 5 Nassau Street). Certain prints in the collection are also considered rare , ln the event of a

loss, the town would be best served to engage a dealer of Currier & Ives prints to find suitable replacements

in a timely manner. lt would take years to replace thes€ works through the auction market.

The intended use ofthis appraisal is for obtaining insurance coverage, therefore, the app'raiser has used

replacement value, using comparable sales fiom the retail martet. Since the town intends to have the

works restore4 tbe appraiser has provided two replacement values. The f[st indicstes the replacement

value of the prints after the restoration is completed. While the second indicates the replacemeat value
"AS IS", without restoEtion. ln the fiIst value, the appraiser has made an extraordinary assumption that

lhe prints will be in very good to fine condition after restoratios. Il is r€commended that the appraiser

inspect the worts once the restoration is complete and provide an addendum to the appraisal with an

upclated effective date.

The town has requested lhe appraiser include individual values for each print, however, it should be noled

that the c€rtified value is for the collection as a whole.

7 urctoin, Ctoig. 'cuoa, & N6, an ilhtsttot.t! Ptic. 6uide". ltlinois. wolloce -Hundbod Book comryny, 1987.

Io?Dn of Millis I Replacenent Value I August 9, 20'16
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4) After Louis Maurer, published by Nathaniel Currier
'The Race: Jurp Her Bovs. Jffi'
Conceived in 1854; (C:3519, G:37E7)

Hand colored two stone lithograph on heary wove paper, from th€ original

1854 edition at 152 Nassau Street; A firehghting scene with teams of
firemen running in the direction ofa fire glow. They pull a water tank and

pumper on high wheeled carriages, with the clock tower of City Hall

visible to the right.
Large folio: 16 7/8 x 25 5/8 inches, sheet: 21 7/8 x 29 inches

Original period fi:ame with gilt liner: 25 % x 33 % iches
No6: Oni ofthe most poPular prints in the series because it includes a

view ofthe cupola and bell tower on City Hall, which, ironically' later

burned down,
Condition: Good. ()ventl dkcolontion and water stains in tnaryit,l' opPears that this may

ior" ttia ott".pt"A ,t"oning at one time- morgins arc tahiter than others' hot)ever' stoining

ReDlacement Value -After Restontion
Re;lacement Value "As ls"

After C. Parsons, published by Currier & Ives

"The New Era: Steam and Musclc"

Conceived in l86l; (C:3517. C:3785)

Hand colored two stone lithograph' ftom the 1880 edition at I l5 Nassau

Street; A moonlit firehghting scene with steam powered wagons in the

ioreground pumping water for firemen aiming their hoses at a ftve-story

building in flames.
Laree filio: l'.- '/, x 25 'A inches. sheel; 2l 7/8 x 29 inches

Oriiinal period frame wirh gilt liner: 25 % x 33 % incbes

coiitioniPoor. Aeroll discoloration ond t')att stainingin nargins

Renlacement Value -Aft€r Restoration 54'500

Replacement Value "As ls" l'300

After J. Cameron, published by Currier & Ives

' Ihs-!4rqspa!!cL$Ys!c!0"
Conceived in 1866; (C:3516. G:3784)
Hand colored two stone lithograph, from the I 8E0 €dition at I I 5 Nassau

S$eet; A fuefigbting scene with a horse{nwn steam powered pump€r

and a horse dra-wn hose wagon, racing down a city street at night with a

buming buildiDg in the background.

Laree iolio: l7 x 26 inches; sheet 21 7/8 x 29 inches

Oriiioal period frame with gilt liner: 25 % x 33 % inches

Conition i Poor ro" good Overolt dis.olorotion a'd $)ater staining in 
'nargtns

Replac€ment Value - After Restoration $4'500

Replacement Value "As Is" I,200

$4,2s0
I,700

6)

'tontt of Millis I RrylLl.] ctlf Vdlttc I Au:lust 9, 2016


