
TOWN OF MILLBURY
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES

MUNICIPAL OFFICE BUILDING- SELECTMEN’S MEETING ROOM

December 6, 2011 6:30 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________________
Present: Board of Selectmen:  Chairman E. Bernard Plante, Francis B. King, Kenneth I. 

Schold, Brian W. Stowell, Brian M. Ashmankas; Town Manager Bob Spain,
Finance Director Brian Turbitt, Board of Assessors: Dennis Piel, Jude Cristo and 
George Valery; Steve Balestrieri and concerned citizens.

6:30 pm—Public Hearing for Tax Classification-

Chairman Dennis Piel spoke regarding the Assessors recommendation for a single tax rate as 
only 22.9% of the towns total value is commercial/industrial use.  

Selectman Ashmankas proposed the three tier rate-split rate with a small commercial exemption; 
he thinks it is better for Millbury.  He feels we should get more taxes from the mall to give a 
break to the residents.  *See attached proposal.

Chairman Plante said that he has looked at this for many years.  Auburn has been fighting for 
years to get back to a single rate; they think it sends an anti-business message in Auburn. Every 
town that he talks to wants to get back to a single tax rate or wants to stay at a single tax rate.

Selectman Ashmankas found it hard to believe that Auburn would feel that it would hurt them 
with all the businesses they have up and down Rts. 12 & 20.

Mr. Spain said that this is picking winners and losers.  “Small” businesses such as Goretti’s and 
Rays would be hurt by this policy.

Selectman King mentioned that the small businesses are already paying itemized taxes as well as 
property tax.

Selectman Ashmankas thinks we are picking winners and losers with a single rate because that is 
government.  

Assessor Jude Cristo spoke regarding the personal property tax-the largest tax payers would not 
bring us much more revenue.  He thinks we need to bring jobs to town.  Many businesses come 
to Millbury from Worcester because of the single tax rate we offer.  He would like the Board to 
go with the Assessor’s recommendation.  He does not want this process prolonged any longer.

Alan Linkavich spoke and said that he is not for taxing the rich to give to the poor.  He lives in 
Cordis Mills and if you up their taxes they will up his rent and he is not for that.  Selectman 
Ashmankas pointed out that if they want to raise the rent, they will. It has nothing to do with the 
taxes accessed.

Mr. Spain pointed out that he and the Chairman just met with a company that is solely making a 
decision to come to town because of our tax rate.  Selectman Ashmankas said a couple of 
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hundred bucks will not deter businesses from coming, we will not be anywhere near what 
Worcester accesses.  

Motion made by Selectman Stowell to go with the single tax rate, seconded by selectman Schold.
Motion carried 4-1 (Selectman Ashmankas opposed).

Previous Minutes:  November 22, 2011
Motion made by Selectman Stowell to approve the minutes, seconded by Selectman Schold.
Motion carried unanimously.

Previous Minutes:  Executive Session November 22, 2011
Motion made by Selectman Schold to release the minutes, seconded by Selectman Stowell.
Motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment
Motion made by Selectman Stowell, seconded by Selectman Schold to adjourn at 7:05 p.m.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Tish Hayes, Secretary

E. Bernard Plante __________________________

Francis B. King __________________________

Kenneth I. Schold __________________________

Brian W. Stowell __________________________

Brian M. Ashmankas __________________________
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