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Board of Selectmen's Meeting 
November 17, 2014 - 7:00 PM 

Sanford Hall, Town Hall, 155 Village St 
 

Agenda  

7:00 PM

• Call to order; Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance

• Public Comments

Other Business

1. Public Hearing - Tax Classification 

2. Update - Wheelabrator Contract (Trash Removal) 

3. Approval – Notice of Grant Award – Small Scale Initiatives Grant/DEP - $1,000 

4. Approval – Notice of Grant Award – Recycling Dividends Program/DEP - $3,200 

5. Discussion/Vote – Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Policy 

6. Approval – Banner Display Policy 

7. Approval – One-Day Liquor License – Medway Holiday Mish Mash – Thayer Homestead – Dec. 5, 
2014 

8. Action Items from Previous Meeting 

9. Approval of Warrants 

10. Approval of Minutes 

11. Town Administrator's Report 

12. Selectmen's Reports 

Upcoming Meetings, Agenda and Reminders

December 1, 2014 - Regular Meeting

December 15, 2014 - Regular Meeting



Public Hearing - Tax Classification 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #1 -  
TAX CLASSIFICATION HEARING 
  
Backup materials submitted by Principal Assessor Donna Greenwood attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
PROPOSED MOTIONS:  
1.     I move that the Board open a public hearing on the Town’s tax classification.   
  
2.     I move that the Board close the public hearing on the Town’s tax classification.  
  
3.    I move that the Board not adopt a residential exemption.   
  
4.    I move that the Board not adopt a commercial exemption.  
  
5.    I move that the Board not adopt an open space discount on all class two open space properties. 
  
6.    I move that the Board adopt a Single Tax Rate (factor of 1).  



Town of Medway

FY 2015 Residential 
Factor/Tax Classification 

Hearing Presentation

November 17, 2014



• Prepared for: Medway Board of Selectmen

• Dennis Crowley Chairman

• John Foresto, Vice Chairman

• Glenn Trindade,  Member

• Richard D’Innocenzo, Clerk

• Maryjane White, Member

• Prepared by: Medway Board of Assessors

•

• Pete Manning, Chairman

• William J. Oldmixon Jr., Clerk



November 17, 2014

To the Board of Selectmen and the residents of 

Medway:

As the Board of Assessors, we are pleased to 

present information and options for the Board of 

Selectmen to determine whether there shall be 

a single tax or split tax rate for various 

classes of property for Fiscal Year 2015, also 

known as the adoption of the residential factor. 

In addition, there are three other property 

decisions to be made.



Questions requiring a vote by the selectmen 

of Medway:

 Do you choose to have a residential exemption?

(a residential exemption reduces the taxable valuation of each residential property that is the 

taxpayers principal residence.)  Medway has not adopted this previously.  This option is typically 

adopted in rental areas and summer home areas.  Chosen by 13 of 351 communities.

• Do you choose to have a small commercial business exemption

( a small commercial business exemption is an option that can reduce small businesses 

valuation up to 10%.  Medway has not adopted this previously.  This option has been adopted by 

10 of the 351 communities.

• Do you choose an open space discount for all class two open space properties?

(this option may allow up to a 25% discount and will shift the burden to residential only by statute

Medway has not adopted this previously.  This has been adopted by 3 of 351 communities.

• Do you choose a single tax rate or a split tax rate?  If a split tax rate is desired, what tax what 

tax burden is desired?

(see option tables below)



Based upon your decisions above, we will prepare 

the CLASSIFICATION TAX ALLOCATION, form 

LA5 for your signatures.

This form states your choices tonight and informs 

you of the amount of the excess levy capacity.

Thank you.

Respectfully presented, 

Board of Assessors



Decisions

This hearing requires a vote on the 

ADOPTION OF A RESIDENTIAL FACTOR 

pursuant to MGL Chapter 40 Sec. 56.

• Below are factor & tax rate options to 

consider:

• Tax burden CIP shift can be up to 150%.



RESIDENTIAL FACTOR

Fiscal Year 2015 Tax Rate Options

[THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE IS THE TAX RATE APPROVING AUTHORITY. OPTIONS BELOW ARE BASED 

UPON THE 2015 VALUES SUBMITTED TO DOR

OPTION 1: SINGLE RATE (factor of 1) – NO 

SHIFT 

SINGLE RATE ALL $18.24

Average Residential Value              $349,200

Average Residential Tax Bill             $ 6,396

Average Comm /Ind Value $664,900

Average Comm/ Ind Tax Bill              $12,128

OPTION 2: SHIFT THE TAX BURDEN BY 

5%
SPLIT RATE WITH CIP INCREASE OF 

105%

RES. $17.33

CIP          $19.15

Average Residential Tax Bill $6,052

Average ResidentialTax Bill 

decrease (from single rate) $344

Average Comm/ Ind Tax Bill $12,733

Average Comm/Ind Tax Bill

increase (from single rate) $605

10%- RES $16.42 = DECREASE $662

COMM/IND $20.06 = INCREASE $1,210

15% - RES $15.50 = DECREASE $983

COMM/IND $20.98 = INCREASE $1,822



Other information:
Top 5 taxpayers 

Hidden Acres - $283,200

5% - $297,766

Increase = $14,566

Boston Edison - $189,693

5% - $199,376

Increase = $9,683

51 Alder St - $189,067

5% - $198,718

Increase = $9,651

Medway Realty LLC - $139,051

5% - $146,149

Increase = $7,098

Cybex - $130,960

5% - $137,644

Increase = $6,684

* INCREASE IS BASED ON FY15 VALUE TIMES TAX RATE SHIFT TO 

$19.15

Previous years tax rates

FY14 $18.84

FY13 $18.56

FY12 $17.48

FY11 $17.10

FY10 $16.29

FY09 $15.12

FY08 $14.06

FY07 $13.32

FY06 $12.95

FY05 $14.23

FY04 $13.96

FY03 $13.50

FY02 $15.79

FY01 $16.31

FY00 $17.39

FY99 $18.79

FY98 $19.79

FY97 $17.96



Published in the Milford Daily News on: 

LEGAL NOTICE

MEDWAY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

PUBLIC HEARING

FY2015 TAX CLASSIFICATION HEARING

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 40 Sec. 56, the Board of Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing in 

the Sanford Hall, Town of Medway, Town Hall, 155 Village Street, Medway on 

Monday, November 17, 2014 at 7:00 pm on the adoption of a Residential Factor, 

thereby determining the percentages of the tax burden borne by each class of real and 

personal property for FY2015. At said hearing, the Board of Assessors shall provide all 

information and data relevant to making such determination and the fiscal effect of the 

available alternatives.

Interested taxpayers may present oral information on their views at the public meeting or 

may submit their comments in writing to the Board of Selectmen at 155 Village Street, 

Medway, MA 02053.

Per order,

Medway Board of Selectmen



Town of Medway

GENERAL DATA & STATISTICS

• The assessment date for FY2015 is January 1, 2014.

• (It is June 30, 2014 for parcels with building permits per Chapter 653)

•

• SINGLE FAMILY PROPERTIES:

– The overall values of single family properties (class 101) increased by 

.6% (18 new parcels).

•

• RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUMS:

– The overall values of residential condominium properties (class 102) 

increased by 7%. 

• COMMERCIAL Overall values increased by 5%

• Industrial- Values slightly decreased over last year Fy2013



COMPARISON OF TOTAL CLASS VALUES 

– FY2014 to FY2015

SF Values(101) Res. Condo

values (102)

Commercial

Values 

(300’s)

Industrial 

Values

(400’s)

FY2014 1,247,289,912 56,044,520 66,840,400 57,985,041

Fy2015 1,324,943,400 60,300,643 70,065,300 56,934,500

Value Amount 77,653,488 4,256,123 3,224,900 -1,050,541

2014/2014 % 1.063% 1.076% 1.049% .982%

% change 

from 2014 to

2015

6.3% 7.6% 4.9% -1.8%

REASON SOME NEW 

CONSTRUCTION-

18 NEW PARCELS.

4 COMPLETED

UNITS - MORE 

VALUE.

ADDITIONS 

CHANGE IN USE 

AND 

AMMENITES –

MORE VALUE

CHANGE IN USE 

TO 

COMMERCIAL



ASSESSED VALUES BY CLASS

(CURRENT AND PREVIOUS YEAR)

FY Class 1

Residential

Class 2 

Open Space

Class 3 

Commercial

Class 4 

Industrial

Class 5  

Personal 

Property

TOTALS

2014 1,387,296,852 0 71,272,572 58,613,941 123,728,900 1,640,912,265

2015 1,466,460,924 0 77,184,982 57,801,700 129,288,520 1,730,736,126

TOTAL

CHANGE

(SANSOUCY

GROWTH)
10,908,127



NEW GROWTH

The additional tax revenue generated by new construction, new parcels/condos, renovations and other 

increases in the property tax base during a calendar year. The value amount is then multiplied by the 

previous year’s tax rate for a tax levy growth amount.

NEW GROWTH

VALUATION

PRIOR YEAR 

TAX RATE

TAX LEVY 

GROWTH

FY2015 26,979,944  .01884 508,302 

FY2014 27,637,217 .01856 512,947

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=dorterminal&L=6&L0=Home&L1=Local+Officials&L2=Municipal+Data+and+Financial+Management&L3=Municipal+Knowledge+Base&L4=Municipal+Finance+Glossary&L5=Municipal+Finance+Glossary+(Alphabetical+I+through+O)&sid=Ador&b=terminalcontent&f=dls_reference_glossary_refgls_levy&csid=Ador


VOTES TO BE TAKEN

1. Does the BOS choose to have a 

residential exemption?

2. Does the BOS choose to have a 

commercial exemption?

3. Does the BOS choose  an open space 

discount on all class two open space 

properties?

4. Does the BOS choose to have a single 

tax rate or a split tax rate?  If a split tax 

rate is voted, what tax burden 

percentage is desired?



Update - Wheelabrator Contract (Trash Removal) 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #2 -  
  
  
Memo and current contract attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 







































































































Approval – Notice of Grant Award – Small Scale Initiatives Grant/DEP - $1,000 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #3 -  
  
  
Grant expenditure authorization form and grant agreement attached.  
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
I move that the Board authorize the expenditure of the $1,000 DEP grant as presented. 











Approval – Notice of Grant Award – Recycling Dividends Program/DEP - $3,200 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #4 -  
  
  
Grant expenditure authorization and grant agreement attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
I move that the Board authorize the expenditure of the Recycling Dividends Program grant award as 
presented. 













Discussion/Vote – Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Policy 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #5 -  
  
Draft FY16 policy and current fiscal year policy attached. 
  
  
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 



              
 

 
 
 
 

FY2016 Budget Policy Statement 
 
 
As we prepare for the Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Process, the Town once again seeks to maintain cash 
reserves and expects to budget conservatively in order to preserve essential services and 
infrastructure.  Based upon recent new growth projects in our community, we will approach the 
ensuing fiscal year with an expectation of modest increases in local revenues. However, given the 
trends with state aid to cities and towns in the Commonwealth, we anticipate that little to no additional 
financial help will come to us from the state. Further, the Town will again remain conservative with its 
projections on local receipts as we monitor patterns over a multi-year period.   
 
Medway has and continues to successfully manage its financial obligations and retains an excellent 
bond rating. Going forward, we anticipate making advancements with our financial programs, 
including OPEB obligations, to continue the positive gains achieved to date. And, as Medway’s 
operations are often impacted by State rules, regulations and mandates, the Town will work closely 
with our Legislative delegation to advance and advocate for our Community’s programs, services and 
overall needs.  
 
In our continuing efforts to successfully manage our financial health, the Board of Selectmen 
recognizes the following potential realities that may affect the budget: 
 

1. Anticipated level funded State aid, including Chapter 70 funding. 
 

2. Cost containment or cost savings in the form of efficiency gains, affordable labor contracts 
and benefit packages, and continued preventive maintenance to extend the useful life of 
our infrastructure. 
 

3. Support of capital expenditures that address long needed infrastructure investment such 
as water and sewer, roadway maintenance and school building projects.  Non-recurring 
revenues will be applied strictly to capital purposes and not to subsidize operating 
expenses. 
 

4. Examination of revenue alternatives to provide for a recurring funding mechanism to begin 
to address Medway’s OBEB obligations.  
 

Based on the aforementioned and pursuant to the Charter, the Board of Selectmen establishes the 
following Budget Policy: 
 
 

TOWN OF MEDWAY 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
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As indicated in Table 1 below, the Municipal Departments and the School Department will be 
allocated revenues based on a proportional share of  
the Fiscal Year 2015 expenditures budget appropriated by Town Meeting minus unclassified 
expenses, expenditures not requiring appropriation and any established Municipal operations & 
services plans for School Department properties, facilities and fields.   
 
As provided for in the Town of Medway charter, any additional revenues received from the 
Commonwealth or from any other source will be allocated to the School Department and the 
Municipal Departments based upon their proportional share of their combined Annual Town Meeting 
Fiscal Year 2015 budgets. 
 
For Fiscal Year 2016, all departments are required to provide the Board of Selectmen budgets that 
meet the funding allocations shown in Table 1.  Please note, however, the allocation amounts may 
change subject to available revenue, student enrollment and other factors that may influence the 
proposed FY’16 budget.  To the extent possible, the operating budget will be developed according to 
available annual revenues.  Utilization of the Operational Reserve fund to underwrite projected 
budget gaps will be determined on an annual basis. 
 
All budgets must be submitted in MUNIS.   
 
 
 
 

Projected FY 2016 Revenues $46,565,488 
  
Less:  
Projected Expenditures Not Requiring Appropriation ($1,305,878) 
Projected Unclassified Expenses $12,197,675) 
  
Balance $33,061,935 
  
FY 2015 ATM School/Municipal Budgets ($32,747,941) 
  
Incremental Revenue $313,994 
  
FY 2016 School Department Budget $24,830,935 
(FY 2015 Adjusted Budget, plus 75.1% of Incremental Revenue)  
  
FY 2016 Municipal Department Budgets $8,231,000 
(FY 2015 Adjusted Budget, plus 24.9% of Incremental Revenue)  
 

 
Table 1 – Fund Allocation         
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FY2015 Budget Policy Statement 
 

 

The Town seeks to maintain cash reserves and to budget conservatively in order to preserve essential 

services and infrastructure.  The Town continues to be cautiously optimistic about economic growth in 

the state and its impact on local aid.  Medway is successfully managing its financial obligations and 

retains an excellent bond rating.  The Town monitors Legislative initiatives that may affect our 

municipality’s finances in addition to working with our Legislative delegation to advocate for and 

protect state aid. 

 

In our continuing efforts to successfully manage our financial health, the Board of Selectmen 

recognizes the following potential realities that may affect the budget: 

 

1. Anticipated stable state aid and Chapter 70 funding levels. 

 

2. Cost containment or cost savings in the form of efficiency gains, affordable labor 

contracts and benefit packages, and continued preventive maintenance to extend the useful 

life of our infrastructure. 

 

3. Support of capital expenditures that address long needed infrastructure investment such as 

water and sewer, roadway maintenance and school building projects.  Non-recurring 

revenues will be applied strictly to capital purposes and not subsidize operating expenses. 

 

Based on the aforementioned and pursuant to the Charter, the Board of Selectmen establishes the 

following Budget Policy: 

 

As indicated in Table 1, which can be found on page two of this memorandum, the Municipal 

Departments and the School Department will be allocated revenues based on a proportional share of 

the Fiscal Year 2014 expenditure budget appropriated by Town Meeting minus unclassified expenses, 

expenditures not requiring appropriation and for yet to be determined field maintenance (Service Level 

Agreement).    

 

As provided for in the Town of Medway charter, any additional revenues received from the 

Commonwealth or from any other source will be allocated to the School Department and the 

Municipal Departments based upon their proportional share of their combined Annual Town Meeting 

Fiscal Year 2014 budgets. 

 

For Fiscal Year 2015, all departments are required to provide the Board of Selectmen budgets that 

meet the funding allocations shown in Table 1.  Please note, however, the allocation amounts may 

change subject to available revenue, student enrollment and other factors that may influence the  

 



FY15 Budget Policy Statement  2 

 

 

 

proposed FY15 budget.  To the extent possible, the operating budget will be developed according to 

available annual revenues.  Utilization of the Operational Reserve fund to underwrite projected budget 

gaps will be determined on an annual basis. 

 

All budgets must be submitted in Munis.  Any departmental requests for expenditures above the 

allocated funding level must be submitted as a separate document.   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Projected FY 2015 Revenues                                                    $45,173,864 
 
Less: 
Projected Expenditures Not Requiring Appropriation   ($1,324,212) 
Projected Unclassified Expenses    ($11,435,129) 
 
Balance         $32,414,523 
     
FY 2014 ATM School/Municipal Budgets   ($32,009,397) 
 
Incremental Revenue            $405,126 
 
FY 2015 School Department Budget     $24,575,030 
(Preliminary FY 2014 Budget, plus 75.8% of Incremental Revenue) 

 
FY 2015 Municipal Department Budgets      $7,839,493 
(FY 2014 ATM, plus 24.2% of Incremental Revenue) 

 
 
Note:  Field maintenance expense not yet quantified 

 

Table 1 – Fund Allocation         

 

 



Approval – Banner Display Policy 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #6 -  
  
  
  
Draft policy attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
PROPOSED MOTIONS: 
I move that the Board approve the Banner Display Policy as presented, pending the Attorney General's 
approval of the related zoning bylaw change voted by the Nov. 10, 2014 Fall Town Meeting. 
  
I move that the Board designate the Town Administrator as the approval authority for banner displays.   
  



DRAFT 

BOS Approval: ______________ 
 

TOWN OF MEDWAY 

Banner Display Policy       
 

 

Policy 

This policy governs the placement and display of banners over Main Street (Route 109 at 
Medway Plaza) in the Town of Medway (hereinafter “the Town”). 

1. Banners to be displayed or placed over Main Street, proposed by any individual, group 
or entity, are subject to the requirements of this policy, as well as the conditions set 
forth in “Mandatory Conditions for Banner Display”, which follows.   

2. Banners are approved by the Board of Selectmen or, if so designated by the Board of 
Selectmen, the Town Administrator.   

3. Applications for banner display may be referred to the Design Review Committee for 
a recommendation prior to approval.    

4. If there is a conflict involving the time of placement of two or more banners, then the 
banners promoting or advertising any activity, event or group within the town shall be 
given preference to any such activity, event or group outside the town.  The Town 
specifically reserves the right to have any banners which promote activities, events or 
groups outside the town removed in favor of any such activities, events or groups 
within the town.  The Town further reserves the right to display banners announcing 
Town events to the exclusion of all others.  Banners announcing Town events shall 
take precedence over any approved request.   

5. Banners displayed shall have no commercial content, except in reference to 
sponsorship information.  Banners with commercial content, including but not limited 
to any form of commercial advertising or commercial logos, are otherwise prohibited.  
Banners shall have no partisan political content.  The Town reserves the right to 
remove any banner that is not in compliance with this section without notice to the 
requester. 

6. Any banner approved by the Board of Selectmen or Town Administrator may contain 
orders, terms or conditions which the requester of the banner must comply with in 
order to display the banner.   

7. The banner must comply with all federal, state and local laws and regulations 
including, but not limited to, safety and fire laws, Town bylaws and regulations, and 
building codes.  Should the banner not comply with any of the above referenced laws 
and regulations, it may be removed immediately by the Town at the expense, if any, to 
the responsible individual or group. 



DRAFT 

BOS Approval: ______________ 
 

8. The requester shall be liable to the Town for any and all expenses associated with 
property damage or cleanup costs should the Town incur the same.  The requester shall 
indemnify and hold the Town harmless for any and all property damage, bodily injury 
or damages of any kind caused by the banner display, as well as any and all attorney 
fees and costs incurred by the Town in defense of any legal action against the Town 
resulting from damage caused by the banner display.   

Mandatory Conditions for Banner Display 

1. A written application (Exhibit A – Banner Display Request) is required and must be 
submitted to the Board of Selectmen’s office, 155 Village Street, Medway at least ten 
(10) days prior to the requested display date. 

2. There is a minimum fee of $60, which is intended to recover the labor and materials 
costs associated with hanging the banner.     

3. Alternatively, with the approval of the Town Administrator, the applicant may make 
arrangements to have a professional company hang and remove the banner.  The cost 
of this service will be borne by the applicant.  No fee is due in this case.   

4. The $60 fee is due within thirty days of booking and prior to banner display.  If the 
Town’s cost to hang the banner exceeds $60, an invoice for the balance will be issued 
to the applicant.  Any balance must be paid within thirty days of the invoice date.     

5. Banner will be displayed for no more than fourteen (14) days, with display beginning 
on a Monday.  The first day of display will depend upon weather conditions. 

6. Banner must be delivered to Town Hall between seven (7) and two (2) days prior to 
the display date.  Banner will not be accepted outside of this time range. 

7. Banner must be picked up at Town Hall no later than seven (7) days following its 
removal from display. 

8. Banner must be in good condition and meet minimum specifications: 19 oz., webbed, 
hemmed, grommets, “D” rings, reinforced corners, and wind holes.   

9. Any banners deemed unfit due to traffic or pedestrian safety concerns will not be 
displayed. 

10. Display dates may be booked up to one year in advance of the intended display date. 

11. If a Town Meeting or Town Election is called, the Town’s banner announcing the 
event will take precedence over an approved request.  Refunds will be provided in 
these instances. 

12. Banners will be displayed only at the approved location on Main Street. 

 



 DRAFT Exhibit A 

BOS Approval: ___________ Mail to: Town Administrator’s Office, 155 Village St, Medway, MA 02053 
Email to: ta@townofmedway.org; Fax to: 508-321-4988 

TOWN OF MEDWAY 

Banner Display Request 
 

Organization Name: 
 

Event for which banner is displayed: 
 

Date(s) of event: 
 

Dates Requested (max. 1 week): 
 

Applicant Name/Responsible Party: 
 

Address/Telephone: 
 

 
 

Use this space to illustrate banner message, including logos and sponsor(s), or include attachment: 

  

  

1. Fee of $60 is due within thirty (30) days of booking and prior to the banner display (see policy 
for exception). Checks should be made payable to the Town of Medway. 

2. If cost to hang and remove banner exceeds $60, applicant will be invoiced for the balance, and 
must be paid within thirty (30) days of invoice date. 

3. Banners must be dropped off at Town Hall between seven (7) and four (2) days prior to the 
scheduled display. 

4. Banner will be displayed for six (6) to seven (7) days, unless circumstances, such as weather, 
scheduling changes or staff availability cause delays. 

5. Banner must be in good condition, and may be rejected if in poor condition or deemed a safety 
hazard. 

6. Banners must be picked up at Town Hall within seven (7) days of being notified it has been 
taken down.  Banners not claimed within fourteen days (14) may be discarded. 

7. Dates may be booked no later than one year in advance of booking. 

8. Length of banner should be between twenty (20) and twenty-five (25) feet.   

9. Minimum standards for banner: 19 oz. banner vinyl, webbed, hemmed, grommets, “D” rings, 
reinforced corners, and wind holes. 

10. Banners will be displayed only at the approved location on Main Street (at Medway Plaza). 

11. In the event of a Town Meeting or Election, the Town’s banner will take precedence over an 
approved request. 

 

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of the Banner Display Policy and agree to any and all 
conditions therein. 

 

_________________________     ___________________________________          _________________ 
Name        Signature          Date 



Approval – One-Day Liquor License – Medway Holiday Mish Mash – Thayer Homestead – Dec. 5, 2014 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #7 -  
  
  
Application submitted by Todd Elliott and Police Dept recommendation attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
I move that the Board approve a one-day liquor license for the Medway Holiday Mish Mash at the Thayer 
Homestead on December 5, 2014 with the condition that no on-street parking on Oak or Mechanic Streets 
be permitted. 
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Action Items from Previous Meeting 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #8 - 
  
  
Action item list attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
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DATE ACTION ITEMS BOS WHO COMPLETED

1 7/6/2010 Street acceptance progress S. Affleck-Childs Ongoing

2 9/20/2010 Route 109 Project T. Holder/M. Boynton Ongoing

3 2/4/2013 Brentwood Project DPS Ongoing

4 2/3/2014

Cable license renewal process (commences 36 mos. 

ahead of license exp.); Mtg of Cable Advisory Com BOS

Verizon to initiate in early 2015; Com to 

meet in fall 2014

5 2/24/2014 Report on unaccounted for water T.Holder Ongoing

6 7/22/2014 Net-metering Agreement J.Foresto Ongoing

7 7/28/2014

Policy - Responsibility for implementation School 

construction projects BOS October

8 7/28/2014 Zoning Bylaw recodification SAC/Judi Barrett 2015 Town Meeting

9 7/28/2014 DPS Facility Study G. Trindade Ongoing

10 8/11/2014 McGovern School windows project (final design) School Dept. March or April 2015

11 8/11/2014 Discussion with CRPCD Reps BOS October 2014

12 8/11/2014 Banner Display Policy - Zoning Bylaw Amendment TA's Office Fall 2014

13 8/11/2014 Consideration of Local Meals Tax BOS 2015

11/17/14



Approval of Warrants 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #9 -  
  
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
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Approval of Minutes 
BACKROUND:  
AGENDA ITEM #10 - 
  
  
  
Draft 10/21/14 and 11/10/14 minutes attached. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 



MEDWAY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 1 
155 VILLAGE STREET • MEDWAY, MASSACHUSETTS 02053 2 

(508) 533-3264 • FAX: (508) 533-3281 3 
 4 

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 5 

October 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 6 

Presentation Room, Middle School 7 

45 Holliston Street 8 

 9 

 10 

Present:  Chairman Dennis Crowley; Selectmen John Foresto, Rick D’Innocenzo, 11 
Maryjane White, and Glenn Trindade; and Town Administrator Michael Boynton. 12 

 13 
At 7:01 p.m., Chairman Crowley called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of 14 
Allegiance. 15 
 16 

Authorization of Chairman to Execute Contract for Council on Aging Nursing 17 
Services:   18 
The Director of the Council on Aging Missy Dziczek said the contract is for $7,000 and 19 
will allow the Town to keep Linda Hastings on staff for 5 hours per week.  Ms. Hastings 20 
has been in this position for several years.  This position has been funded through a grant 21 
for the last four years.  Ms. Dziczek said Ms. Hastings is very knowledgeable and they 22 
are very happy with the collaboration.  Some of Ms. Hastings duties include leading 23 
classes, doing occasional home visits, and performing blood pressure and blood sugar 24 
checks.   25 
 26 

Selectman Trindade moved that the Board authorize the Chairman to execute the 27 
contract for the Council on Aging Nursing Services as presented; Selectman White 28 
second; Resident Jonathan Minnaert of Summer Hill Road asked why these services 29 
were not provided by the Visiting Nurses Association (VNA).  Ms. Dziczek said the 30 
Board of Health has a contract with the VNA but the services provided under this 31 
contract are not provided by the VNA.  Ms. Hastings provides most of the services 32 
at the Senior Center although she is available for the occasional home visit; All ayes 33 
5-0-0. 34 
 35 

Public Comments:  36 
Chairman Crowley acknowledged that some residents were in attendance to discuss their 37 
concerns about the new turf fields and the use of crumb rubber fill.  Chairman Crowley   38 
invited residents to speak but reminded everyone that it is not a Public Hearing and the 39 
Board has regular business that they need to attend to as well.  He also emphasized that 40 
Board members are always available to discuss residents’ concerns and all of the Board 41 
of Selectmen’s meetings are open to the public.   42 
 43 
Steven Lee of Lovering Street said the concern is the use of crumb rubber fill and not the 44 
project in general.  He said he would like the project stopped so that alternatives can be 45 
explored.  He agreed that there is no conclusive evidence to show that crumb rubber fill 46 
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causes cancer.  Mr. Lee said that Hanlon Field is almost complete but he thinks the Town 1 
should look at the alternatives for the other two turf fields that are not complete.     2 
 3 
Alan White of Skyline Drive spoke as a concerned parent.  He said he was initially 4 
excited for the project but became worried after seeing the NBC News report and doing 5 
some research.  Mr. White said several factors should be considered, including the age of 6 
the children playing on the fields and how temperature may affect the product.  He said it 7 
is possible that additional chemicals may be released on hot days.  Also, the fill may 8 
degrade over time releasing carcinogens.  Mr. White would like the safety concerns 9 
addressed before moving forward.     10 
 11 
Andrea Kerr of Waterview Drive reiterated that the CDC has not made any conclusive 12 
findings but said it is odd that they have declined to comment on the subject.  She said 13 
the NBC News report is continuing and wanted to know what will be done to remediate 14 
the situation if a link between crumb rubber fill and cancer is discovered.     15 
 16 
Kirk Souza of Juniper Drive said he supports using an alternative fill even at a higher 17 
cost.  He would also support replacing the crumb rubber fill at Hanlon Field.  He said it is 18 
not likely that there would be answers to their questions soon and it is possible that 19 
people may not want to use the fields if crumb fill gets enough negative press.       20 
 21 
Tracy Stewart of Lovering Street said she recently learned of a cork product that is 100% 22 
natural and can be used as a fill.  Ms. Stewart said she believes people are just beginning 23 
to hear about this issue.  She said she would like residents to have an opportunity to speak 24 
with Gale Associates.  Ms. Stewart said she would like the Board of Selectmen to find a 25 
safe alternative. 26 
 27 
Jonathan Minnaert of Summer Hill Road said he thinks it is important for the Town to 28 
consider an alternative fill from a legal standpoint.  He said there could be lawsuits in the 29 
future if a link is found.  Town Administrator Michael Boynton said the Town has some 30 
protection, including the Tort Claims Act and their contracts with Gale Associates and 31 
RAD Sports.  The Town hired both firms to provide expertise.  In addition, he thinks it 32 
would be very difficult to find that Medway did not use due diligence.   33 
 34 
Medway resident and High School Athletic Director Rob Pearl said crumb fill has been 35 
used since the mid 1970’s on fields and playgrounds and the abovementioned study is 36 
inconclusive.  He said cork requires moisture, which can create potential mold issues, and 37 
none of the other alternatives has been tested.  He said using fertilizer on grass fields is a 38 
big concern especially considering the fields’ proximity to wetlands.       39 
 40 
DPS Director Tom Holder provided an update on the progress of the fields.  He said 41 
Hanlon Field is complete and the crumb rubber fill is installed.  He said they anticipate 42 
that the entire project, including the parking lot and trails, will be complete by 43 
Thanksgiving.  Mr. Holder said that synthetic turf fields can be used during the winter 44 
months but they will not be prepared to use these fields this winter.  Athletic Director 45 
Rob Pearl said some groups have already expressed an interest in using the fields during 46 
the winter months for tournaments.  The plan is to start using the fields in March 2015.     47 
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 1 
Selectman D’Innocenzo said that alternative materials are a good idea but there isn’t a lot 2 
of research on those products or their possible toxicity.  He said crumb rubber has been 3 
around since the 1970’s and used on fields since the 1990’s.  He said the concern is using 4 
an alternative fill that has not been researched and could cause injury.  Selectman 5 
D’Innocenzo thanked resident Alan White for forwarding studies and research.  Mr. 6 
Minnaert said it is important not to consider something safe just because it has been 7 
around for decades.     8 
 9 
Selectman Trindade said this was not a callous decision and a committee worked for two 10 
years on this project.  The goal was to create a quality and safe surface for the children of 11 
Medway to play on.  He said one of the most important considerations was cushion.  He 12 
said the committee looked at all of the research carefully and went with the best option.  13 
He assured residents that if a link between crumb rubber and cancer was found the Town 14 
would change the fields immediately.  He noted that there are 11,000 turf fields in the 15 
U.S.  He said grass fields have their own issues because they require the use of pesticides 16 
and fertilizers.  Selectman Trindade said he believes the fields are safe and the right 17 
option.  He reiterated that no testing has been performed on the alternative fill options.  18 
Selectman D’Innocenzo added that the existing grass fields will still be used so children 19 
will not play solely on the turf fields.  In addition, the children will play on turf fields 20 
when they play in neighboring towns.     21 
 22 
Ms. Stewart reported that the EPA has retracted turf safety assurances because Public 23 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) filed suit.  She provided photos of 24 
injuries that female professional soccer players have sustained from playing on turf.  She 25 
added that the fumes from the rubber may cause neurological damage as well and urged 26 
the Board to delay putting down the crumb rubber.  Selectmen Trindade said that the 27 
Board reads all the material that is forwarded to it and takes the issue very seriously.  He 28 
said the article Ms. Stewart referred to was not about the danger of playing on turf but 29 
about the injustice of men playing on grass and women playing on turf for the World 30 
Cup.   31 
 32 
Selectman White said she appreciates and respects the amount of work that has gone into 33 
this project, but she has concerns.  She said it is worrisome that there are no answers to 34 
the questions that have been raised.   35 
 36 
Discussion followed about delaying the project and using the winter months to further 37 
explore alternatives.  Chairman Crowley reiterated the fact that there is no proof that 38 
there is a link between crumb rubber and cancer.  In addition, a delay would impact the 39 
Town’s financial obligations.  Selectman Trindade added that the committee and Board 40 
looked at all of the information and made the best choice.     41 
 42 
Ms. Stewart asked if this topic could be discussed further at a future Board of 43 
Selectmen’s meeting.  Chairman Crowley said the Board has a limited amount of time 44 
during meetings to deal with many issues but encouraged residents to set up informal 45 
meetings to discuss this matter further.   46 
 47 
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Chairman Crowley thanked everyone for attending the meeting and participating in the 1 
discussion.  2 
 3 

Approval of 2014 Fall Town Meeting Warrant Article Additions:   4 
 5 
Article 17: (Utility Easement Grants: Route 109 Project) – This article would allow 6 
the Board of Selectmen to grant easements to the utility companies relative to the Route 7 
109 project.  Some of the utility poles will be located on Town property. 8 
 9 

Selectman Trindade moved that the Board add an article to the Fall Town Meeting 10 
warrant to authorize utility easement grants associated with the Route 109 project; 11 
Selectman White second; No discussion; All ayes 4-0-0. (Selectman D’Innocenzo was 12 
not present for this vote.) 13 
 14 

Article 21: (Amend Zoning Bylaw: Commercial District I) and Article 22: (Amend 15 
Zoning Bylaw: Adult Retirement Community Planned Unit Development) - Town 16 
Counsel recommended changes to the language of Article 21 and Article 22.   17 
 18 

Selectman Trindade moved that the Board authorize language changes 19 
recommended by Town Counsel to zoning bylaw Article 21 - Commercial District 1 20 
- and Article 22 - Adult Retired Community Planned Unit Development - should the 21 
Planning and Economic Development Board adopt these changes at its meeting on 22 
October 21, 2014; Selectman White second; No discussion; All ayes 4-0-0 (Selectman 23 
D’Innocenzo was not present for this vote).     24 
 25 

Selectman Trindade moved that the Board recommend for approval Article 10 - 26 
Prior Year Bills - and Article 17 - Route 109 Utility Easement Grants; Selectman 27 
White second; No discussion; All ayes 5-0-0. 28 
 29 
Article 1: (Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Appropriation) – The Board initially approved 30 
$229,000 under this article to supplement the FY15 budget at their meeting several weeks 31 
ago.  Since that meeting there has been significant discussion about this article.  As a 32 
result, the Board made cuts to each line item and the total amount was reduced to 33 
$113,500.  The Board also discussed the variety of funding options including the levy, 34 
free cash, and the Finance Committee Reserve Account.  In the end, the Board agreed to 35 
use funds from the Operational Stabilization Account.  The balance of this account is 36 
$196,000.   37 
 38 
Money was set aside in this account several years ago in case the economy slowed and 39 
salaries needed to be supplemented.  Selectman Foresto said the Board always intended 40 
to draw this account down to zero once it was not needed.  Last year $600,000 was 41 
transferred from this account to a reserve account for the new DPS Facility.  42 
Administrator Boynton said using these funds will not bring the total of the stabilization 43 
funds below 10% of the operating budget, which will be important in April when they go 44 
out to bond.   45 
 46 
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Frank Rossi and Chris Lagan, members of the Finance Committee, were in attendance 1 
and agreed that the reduced amount was a good compromise.  Chris Lagan asked if free 2 
cash could be used to fund these items.  The Board said the free cash is needed for road 3 
work because Chapter 90 funds are being used for work related to the Route 109 project.   4 
 5 
Administrator Boynton said his preference is to fund the items in total at $229,000 but he 6 
understands the Board’s reluctance to raise the levy.  The Board recognized that the items 7 
they are funding are recurring items that will need to be added to the FY16 budget.  8 
Everyone agreed that next year’s budget will be tight.  The Board asked that Article 1’s 9 
language be revised to show that the funds will be transferred from the Operational 10 
Stabilization Account.   11 
 12 

Selectman Trindade moved that the Board approve the new language for Article 1 13 
as read by the Town Administrator; Selectman D’Innocenzo second; No discussion; 14 
All ayes 5-0-0.    15 
 16 

Vote to Close Fall Town Meeting Warrant and Post:  17 
Selectman Trindade moved that the Board close the 2014 Fall Town Meeting 18 
Warrant; Selectman White second; No Discussion; All Ayes 5-0-0. 19 
 20 
The Board will be notified when the warrant is posted.  Copies of the warrant will be 21 
available at Town Hall, the Police Station, the Library, and on the Town’s website.  A 22 
copy of the revised warrant will be sent to the Finance Committee for discussion at its 23 
meeting Wednesday night.   24 
 25 

Authorization of Chairman to Approve Invoices Related to Middle School 26 
Renovation Project and the Middle School Site Improvement Project: 27 
The Middle School Building Committee disbanded and voted to give the Board of 28 
Selectmen control over the remaining funds and pay invoices related to the project.    29 
 30 

Selectmen Trindade moved that the Board authorize the Chairman to approve 31 
invoices related to the Middle School Renovation Project and Site Improvement 32 
Project; Selectman White second; No discussion; All ayes 5-0-0.   33 
 34 

Approval – One-Day Alcohol License – William & Sue Shelley – Thayer Homestead 35 
– October 25, 2014: 36 
Selectman Foresto moved that the Board authorize the issuance of a one-day alcohol 37 
license to the Shelleys for their October 25, 2014 event contingent upon submission 38 
of appropriate liability coverage and the Police Department’s recommendation and 39 
to waive the $50 fee; Selectman Trindade second; Chairman Crowley asked Allison 40 
Potter to make sure the applicants know liability coverage is absolutely necessary.  41 
Ms. Potter said she is working on this with the Shelleys; All Ayes 5-0-0. 42 
 43 
Minutes: 44 
Selectman Trindade moved that the Board approve the September 2, 2014 meeting 45 
minutes as written; Selectman Foresto second; No discussion; All ayes 5-0-0. 46 
 47 
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Selectman Trindade moved that the Board approve the October 7, 2014 minutes as 1 
amended; Selectman Foresto second; Chairman Crowley asked that the word 2 
agreed be removed from the bullets on page 2.  Only the amounts should be listed; 3 
All ayes 5-0-0. 4 
 5 
Action Items: 6 

• Selectman Foresto asked the Board to review the fee related to the one-day 7 
alcohol license policy.   8 

• Chairman Crowley said they are about to begin the leak detection process related 9 
to unaccounted for water.  He said there may be some private funding available 10 
for this project.  The Town will be examining the southwest corner of Medway.   11 

• The Service Level Agreement with the schools needs to be finalized shortly after 12 
the Fall Town Meeting and the Board needs to have an understanding of the 13 
responsibilities prior to the meeting.   14 

 15 

Town Administrator Report:   16 

• The Community & Economic Development Director position has been filled.   17 

• Today there was a retirement celebration for John Emidy.  Administrator Boynton 18 
thanked Mr. Emidy for his hard work.  He reported that the new Building 19 
Commissioner begins on October 27.  He also thanked all of the department heads 20 
for their help during his transition this summer.   21 

• A Red Cross Shelter Training will be held on October 28, 2014 at the Thayer 22 
Homestead.     23 

• The Board of Health is holding a flu shot clinic on Monday, October 27, 2014 at 24 
the Senior Center from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  The vaccination is free. 25 

 26 

Selectmen Reports: 27 

• Chairman Crowley spoke with Senator Spilka this morning.  She said there are 28 
funds available to Medway for Open Space projects.  Administrator Boynton will 29 
follow-up with Senator Spilka’s office for more information, including when 30 
Medway needs to submit a letter of interest.  The Board will discuss this further at 31 
its next meeting.     32 

• The Board needs to adopt its budget policy in November.   33 

• Chairman Crowley said he was happy with how the discussion on the turf fields 34 
went tonight.  He said it is important for the Board to listen to all residents’ 35 
concerns whether they agree with them or not.  He thanked Selectman 36 
D’Innocenzo and Selectman Trindade for their work on this project.     37 

 38 
At 8:58 p.m., Selectman Trindade moved to adjourn; Selectman White second; No 39 
discussion; All ayes 5-0-0. 40 
 41 
 42 
Respectfully submitted, 43 
Michelle Reed 44 
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Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 5 

November 10, 2014 at 6:15 p.m. 6 

Room 111, Medway High School 7 

88 Summer Street 8 

 9 

 10 

Present:  Chairman Dennis Crowley; Selectmen John Foresto, Rick D’Innocenzo (6:28 11 
p.m.), Maryjane White, and Glenn Trindade. 12 

 13 
At 6:25 p.m., Chairman Crowley called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of 14 
Allegiance. 15 
 16 

Public Comments:  17 
There was none. 18 
 19 

Discussion – 2014 Fall Town Meeting Warrant Articles 1 (Reserve Transfer) and 11 20 
(Amphitheater):   21 
The Board referred to its copy of the Fall Town Meeting warrant. 22 
 23 
There was no discussion on Article 1.   24 
 25 
The Board was informed that Article 11 was likely be postponed until the 2015 Annual 26 
Town Meeting due to the fact it was not written as intended by the Open Space 27 
Committee.  The Community Preservation Committee was meeting ahead of Town 28 
Meeting to make a decision about this article. 29 
 30 

Mr. Trindade moved, seconded by Mr. Foresto, to support the recommendation of 31 
the Community Preservation Committee.  It was unanimously voted: 5-0-0. 32 
 33 

Discussion – State of the Town Presentation:   34 
The Board referred to its copy of the PowerPoint presentation. 35 
 36 
There was no discussion about this topic. 37 
 38 

Donation Acceptance – Exelon Corp. - $40,000:  39 
The Board referred to a copy of the $40,000 check from Exelon Generation. 40 

 41 
Mr. Trindade moved, seconded by Mr. Foresto, to accept the Exelon donation of 42 
$40,000 and to authorize the Town Administrator to expend the funds for water 43 
leak investigation.  It was unanimously voted: 5-0-0. 44 
 45 
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Approval of Warrants: 1 
Dr. D’Innocenzo read the warrant dated 15-20: 2 

Town Bills  $603,035.05 3 
Town Payroll       1,258.24 4 

Total  $604,293.29    5 
 6 

Mr. Trindade moved that the Board approve the warrants as read; Mr. Foresto 7 
seconded; it was unanimously voted: 5-0-0.   8 
 9 

Letter of Support for Historical Society Grant Application: 10 
Mr. Foresto stated the Historical Society has requested a letter of support from the Board 11 
for a grant application it will be submitting this month.  He has a prepared letter he would 12 
like the Board to sign this evening. 13 
 14 

Mr. Trindade moved that the Board sign the letter; Ms. White seconded; it was 15 
unanimously voted: 5-0-0.   16 
 17 
At 6:33 p.m., Mr. Trindade moved to adjourn; Mr. Foresto seconded: it was 18 
unanimously voted: 5-0-0. 19 
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