Lee Conservation Commission

Minutes of Meeting of August 1, 2011
Present:

Members: Laura Gund, Antoinette Hartgerink, Bill Humm (Chair), David Meeker, Anne Tappan
Alternate Members: Catherine Fisher, David Shay

Visitors: Kristi Atherton and Cole Atherton; Tobin Farwell, Farwell Engineering, Mark Jacobs, Wetlands Scientist, James Daley, Jr., CEO and James Daley III, President of S & J Transportation; Wayne Kinney, Wheelwright Pond, and Kevin Hatch, Cornerstone Survey Associates.
Approval of Previous Minutes: Minutes of meeting held on July 5, 2011, approved as written.

Updates and Announcements:

LCC Bank Balance: The balance in the LCC account as of July 31, 2011, was $12,655.22 composed of

LCC Funds


$9,247.57


Dave Allan Fund

$3,407.55
Support for Strafford County Conservation District: B. Humm reported that the Board of Selectmen concurred in the LCC decision to provide $1,000 to the SCCD for continuing support.

ZBA Activity: A. Hartgerink reported that Tamsin McIver’s request for a variance to build an addition to her home was approved by the ZBA.

Easement Monitoring: Monitoring visits to the McIver, Hutton, Grumbling, and Stevens easements were conducted without incident.  L. Gund presented a schedule of monitoring activities for August.

Capstone Development: B. Humm reported that Strafford Rivers Conservancy has decided that this parcel on the Old Concord Turnpike is not suitable for an easement under their authority.  Alternatively, they suggested that Durham hold the easement and contract its monitoring to SRC or another organization.
Lee Five Corners Reserve: A site visit to the property will be held on Wednesday, August 3, to discuss treatments of the Japanese Knotweed on the site with Ted Kendziora of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Douglas Cygan, Invasive Species Specialist for the NH Department of Agriculture.  Also discussed was the problem of the current trail encroaching on an abutter’s property.  After considering the issue, R. Weyrick suggested to B. Humm that it would be much less expensive to move the trail than to resurvey and alter the boundary description.
Maud Jones Memorial Forest: B. Humm presented a draft letter to abutters informing them of the forthcoming boundary marking activity and inviting their participation. 
Bannister Property: The deliberative session to discuss the Town’s purchase of this property at 5 Mast Road will be held on August 8.
Land Protection Activities: B. Humm, representing L. Cox, presented a summary of current and proposed land protection activities.

Nominees for Lamprey River and Oyster River Advisory Committees: As of this date only Dave Shay has been nominated for the ORAC.
OLD BUSINESS:

Campership Report: Cole Atherton expressed his thanks for the campership and presented a report and slideshow describing his week of activities at Barry Conservation Camp.
NEW BUSINESS:

S & J Transportation: Representatives of S & J Transportation described a development planned on a property at the intersection of Rt. 125 and George Bennett Road recently acquired by Daley Realty Trust.  In order to create access roads and parking areas for trailers in this leased area adjacent to their current operation, they require a variance from wetsoil setbacks in a number of locations. A visit to the site will be scheduled.
Kinney Property on Wheelwright Pond: Kevin Hatch outlined the proposed construction of a house on the small lot owned by Mr. Kinney.  The lot is “grandfathered” as non-conforming and currently contains a trailer in very poor condition.  The construction of a house with basement, as proposed, requires a slight expansion of the current footprint and, therefore, a variance from the ZBA.  Current plans contain a rainwater catchment system draining into a French drain.  After some discussion the LCC decided in favor of the variance and A. Hartgerink agreed to convey the LCC support of the project to the ZBA.
Lee Country Fair, September 10: After some discussion it was decided that LCC will have its usual table at the Annex and that R. Weyrick and C. Fisher will arrange and lead walks in the Town Forest.

Lee Old Home Day and Little River Fest, September 16: The possibility of nature walks in the Little River Park were discussed.
Next Meeting: September 6, 2011
Submitted By ________________________________________

                                         David Meeker
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