Hooksett Conservation Commission Presentation:

Merrimack Riverfront Trails Project

Monday, October 26, 2015, 6:00 PM
Hooksett Library

Meeting Summary

Member Attendance: Steve Couture, Chair; Cindy Robertson, Vice-Chair; David Hess, member;
Deb Miville, Alternate

Consultants: Dan Tatem, Stantec

Staff: Carolyn Cronin, Assistant Planner

22 members of the public attended; many either direct abutters or Merrimack Street residents.
6:00pm — 7:00pm: Presentation by Steve Couture (See attached)

The trailhead and first 1,000 feet of trail are to be completed in 2016. There will be boardwalks
over wetlands and access to the riverfront and fields. The total trail will be approximately 2
miles. The goal is public access to trails for people of all ages and abilities. Trails will be built
with environmental sensitivity. (Out of 2 miles of trails, only 37 square feet of wetlands will be
permanently impacted.) Project will go out to bid in early 2016 and groundbreaking will be in
spring 2016,

7:00pm — 8:00pm: Public Input Session

1. How wide is the bridge at the traithead going to be?
12 feet wide.
2. Will that be an emergency access point?
Yes.
3. Will there be ATV access and what time will the trails be open?
There will be no ATVs allowed. The property will have a curfew of dusk to dawn,
which is the same as our other conservation properties.
4. Where is the parking going to be and how many vehicles will there be room for?
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It will be the existing parking that’s there for the dog park. Head’s Pond at its
busiest has about 15 cars. There are regularly about 10 cars there on the
weekend. We will have ample parking between the dog park and court house.
The furthest you would walk is 3% of a football field to get from the court house
parking to the trailhead.
5. You said no ATVs, what about snowmobiles?
Our intent is to allow abutting property owners to continue using it, but not to
advertise or allow use by other snowmobilers. We thought that was fair.
Part of the trail goes behind houses. What about privacy? Will you keep some trees
between the trail and houses or put up a fence?
We will not be removing any trees on the Merrimack Street side at all. We are
moving very minimal trees, just for the trailhead. For everything else we are
using existing trail. We will curve the trail in tight away from the properties.
7. Do have any intent to connect this to the Head’s Pond Trail?
It's possible, but most likely you will need to use the street for some of it. We do
have right of ways with access to Merrimack Street that could serve as a link

o

between the two properties.

8. Do you see any plans in the future for access on other parts of Merrimack Street?
We thought the trailhead where we have proposed is the best investment for
our money. Our intent is not to build any additional parking.

9. Where the trailhead is, at the first field, there is someone with a camper. Is that town

property?
No, the camper is just beyond our property.

10. | believe part of the shoreline is on my property not yours,

We can get together and talk about that at later time. Note: Subsequent
discussions with the property owner clarified the issue.

11. Who is this trail built for? Hooksett residents, Manchester residents, people from

Massachusetts? Will you be publicizing this?
Our audience is the town of Hooksett. If other people learn about it then I'm
sure they will use it. We aren’t advertising the property out of state. We are
trying to answer the Town’s response for trails.

12. Why did the Commission purchase such a large property when there’s so much of it

that won’t be used?
Our responsibility is to protect wildlife habitat, wetlands and natural resources.
There is a prime wetland there identified by the Town. There are rare,
threatened and endangered species on the property. There are enough
characteristics there that are worth protecting.
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13. I have a question about upkeep and vandalism. This will be bringing in people to our
backyards. Who will monitor the property and clean it up?

We will work with the Town Public Works for upkeep. There will be annual clean-
ups. A lot of monitoring happens by neighbors. If they see something, they call
the town. It’s self-monitoring by neighbors and regular users. We have a
responsibility of stewardship to the property.

14, Is there a curfew now on the parking lot at the dog park?
¥'m not sure but [ think it’s open dawn to dusk like the other Town properties.

15. Why does the trail have to loop behind our houses?
A lot of people are not going to be able to make this 2-mile trek. We have some
features we want to make accessible to people. Most people like loop trails, not
out and back. We wanted to minimize bisecting the fields so we tried to keep it
to the edge as much as possible. We will have a bunch of bump-outs for people
to sit and look at the wetlands. The reasoning was to give people a shorter
option, a loop, and beautiful views. Hooksett residents have asked continually
for access to the riverfront; this property has the most appeal of all our
properties.

16. What's the projected time frame to complete the project?
it depends on bids, but | can see it being a 5-10 year effort,

17. Are there plans to have informational kiosks?

Yes, we have an Eagle Scout who is lined up to do that project. He is coming to
our next Conservation Commission meeting.

18. My concern is parking. With people putting in boats at the boat ramp, are you going to

have designated spots just for trails?
I don’t know as of now. We could talk to DPW and Parks & Rec to see if they
want to consider that. We will work with the DPW to ensure that boat trailer
access is not impeded.

Conservation Commission Member Input:

When we acquired the Pinnacle, there were a lot of the same concerns among abutters about
occupancy, activities, and vandalism. You will notice there is no sign advertising the park on
Route 3A. Unless you know where it is, you don’t know it’s there. We make sure it’s more
locally used. The same activities and concerns that neighbors there were worried about have
not materialized. These are common concerns by people who live near conservation properties.
Generally, you find the opposite effect happens. With more visibility and awareness, there is
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less likely to be people vandalizing the property. Generally, when there is formal access and
people out there, it is less likely to have undesirable activities and users.

Thank you for your interest and guestions.
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Hooksett Conservation Commission
The Merrimack Riverfront Trails System Project

October 2015
Explore. Protect. Reconnect.



e What is the Hooksett Conservation Commission?

@

Hooksett Priorities (2004 Master Plan, 2011 Open
Space Plan, and 2014 Community Profile)

Why is the Merrimack Riverfront Trails Project
important to Hooksett?

@

@

What is the vision for this project?
Where are we now? And What'’s Next?
Your ideas and suggestions

@

O




@

@
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Active commission with five full members
and two alternates appointed by the
Town Council

Enrich the quality of life and land value in
Hooksett by protecting its natural resources

Wmmmmﬁnwmﬂmnmﬁmwomm: o_mmn mwmnm“bmgﬁrmno_omwnmrémzmﬁm
or aesthetic areas within the Town

Obtain land through gift, purchase or grant for continued
preservation

Ensure public access to conservation land for recreational and
educational opportunities

Meetings: 274 Monday of every month, 4:00 PM

One of New Hampshire’s oldest Conservation Commissions!
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Steve Couture, Chair e Todd Lizotte,

Cindy Robertson, alternate

Vice Chair e Dave Ross , Town

Phil Fitanides Council Representative
o David Hess
JoCarol Woodburn

o Deborah Miville,
alternate
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» Carolyn Cronin, Staff
support




Town of Hooksett Open Space Plan
Prepared For the Hooksett Planning

Town of Hooksett, New Hampshire
- Board and Town Council

Hooksett Community Profile Prepared by the
Hooksett Open Space Plan Sub-
N o H. b. Hooksett — Committee
Our Town . .. Funding and Technical Assistance provided through the
E Our Future CTAP and the mo:.%hﬂhmhhmauu!a Planning

2004 Master Plan
Final Report July 2011

Named in the Master Plan of 2004, the Open Space Plan of 2011
and the Community Profile of 2014 by Hooksett residents

“Expand Merrimack River Access”
“Develop plans for hiking and biking trails
“Preserve the natural environment and wildlife habitats”

»
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Clay Pond I
Pinnacle
Clay Pond II

Quimby
(Hooksett land swap)

Hinman Pond
Merrimack Riverfront
Clay Pond H-L

Hinman Pond (Buxton)
Great Marsh

Hooksett Total

* Estimate

530
36.5
172
96.5

471
126
34
105
584
2,155

$ 898,192
$ 360,000
$ 260,590
$ 216,997

$ 1,095,040
$ 480,693
$ 50,350
$ 120,157
$ 584,000*
$ 4,066,019

$ 4,024
$ 360,000
$ 194,090

$ 11,997

$ 0

$ 114,692
$ 1,350
$ 0

$ 0

$ 686,153

2009
2011
2012
2012

2013
2014
2014
2014
2015

6 years



Hooksett Conservation
2004 — 2015

Explore. Protect. Reconnect.

Public Cost



Largest tract of undeveloped river frontage in southern NH

Town has acquired and conserved 127 acres, including 3,900-feet
of prime riverfront



* Provides an opportunity for residents, visitors,
educators, and students to gain access to the river

«

ore river develop-
ment (recreation and
entertainment)”
Community Profile
2014






From indigenous settlements to the industrial revolution
Former site of the Head & Son Brickyard (depicted on our Town Seal)
Agriculture and two historic rail beds
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> The property is ranked among the “highest” wildlife
habitat in the state by the N.H. Wildlife Action Plan




 Land acquisition was possible through public and
private grants and donations and the HCC fund




SOCIETY FOR THE
PROTECTION OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE

FORESTS

Society for the Protection of
NH Forests (easement holder)

Land and Community
Heritage Program

NHDES Aquatic Resources
Mitigation Fund

=3 ﬂ:___uluﬂum@ﬂm |
McIninch Foundation S IS |

Samuel P. Hunt Foundation

Hooksett Heritage THE McININCH
Commission FOUNDATION T\ NEW HAMPSHIRE
. : : Environm
Multiple private donations and a —_— omgﬂ.ﬂ%

significant anonymous donor



Forest Notes, Spring 2014

Society for the Protection of New
Hampshire Forests

NH Union Leader
The Hooksett Banner

CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORIES

close 1o ] d Route 3,

pressucs are high. The geperty

atso foatures.

Lert: The Merromac Riverrn houl 14 i
Jand, a dl wetlands, sy

s, hoto by Kevin McManu,

Right: A bald earle Mtes above the Merrimack River, neat the rewly conserved Hooksell mvetf ront prapesty. Photo by Geoffrey Niswander,

A Place to Soar

The Forest Soclety helps Hooksett save its riverfront jewel’ for recreation and wildlife

By Brenda Charpeniior
teve G I -k about 15 L5 still in the works.
Mekd on snowshoes and come into full This project has engendered widespread

view of the Merrimack River in Hook-
sett when he stopped to look up, Joking
that it would be a perfect time for a bald
eagle o fly over.

Nonedid.

Not for about five minutes, anyway.
Then, suddenly there It was, fying pur-
posclully upstream as ifacknew it was late,

“There's its white talll” Couture said,
Aquinting up into ehe blue sky.

The moment was particulary exciing o
Couture, chalr of the Hooksert Conserva.
tion Commission, because provecting hald
cagle habitat is one of the plethom of rea-

public and private suppor for the abun-
dance of conservation and culuzal values
Inherent In the mix of Nelds, Roodplatn
forests and— most Importantly—frontage
‘on the magnificent Merrimack.

“1e's our jewel,” Couture sald. “There's
nothing like t—this is riverfront!™

The successful conservation of the land,

gl enough off of M

Stevet, rewarnds at leat 10 years ofeffors that
started, 35 most successes do, with a rar.
gowd vislon written into the town's master
plan of 2004,

“We surveyred the entire iown and found

sonsthe town h:

Society Vdola
&aﬂzn.:::nxin:ai.uan.._:qaz:

and this was one of our 1o five proftks,”
sald suave Riep. Dave Tess, 2 member of the

P 116 acres of|
fiver (including a two-scre island) and has
donated a conservation easement on it to
the Forest Society. A sinillar arrangement on

18 | FOREST NOTES Spring 204

who has been 3
driving force behind the project, e sald
the location of the land, within halfa mile
of both Hooksett Village and Suncook

Village, is ideal for conserving a commu-
nity open space for recreation as well as.
cducation.

What first drew the attention of the con-
servation commission, however, were the
fertile cornand hiy Nekds still being farmed
—a ratiy in this highly developed arca
neighboring Manchester. The thought of
losing these prime agricultural solls
development gave community members

k  the<iirtle Kick” toget moving on the project,

Couturesatd.

“This issgriculture's Last stand in ook
sett,” he said. “When people walk out here,
they'll be able 1o see some agriculeure and
have that connection to thedr food.™

The vision for the lind includes new

Jonal

tradl networks, The Iocal Kewanis Club has
offered 1o help the conservation commis
slon create and mamtain the rails much
as it did av ehe popular Heads Pond Trall
previously. “For years, we wanted 10 Hnk




Today: very little access to
parking and trails




- ‘.v.

on- It's up to us!
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e Almost 2 miles of trails along the riverfront

Endorsed by: Hooksett Town Council, Conservation Commission, Planning Board,
Heritage Commission, Southern NH University, and Hooksett Kiwanis



Vision- It's up to us!

° 1,000 feet of elevated walkway over wetlands
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> Public access to the riverfront for people of all ages and abilities
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Endorsed by: Hooksett Town Council, Conservation Commission, Planning
Board, Heritage Commission, Southern NH University, and Hooksett Kiwanis



» Cultivation of the last ﬁaoman_sm farmlands in
Hooksett
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» Essential connectors for pedestrian and bike
transportation







Vision- It’s up to us!

A foundation for future regional trail development




» Funding through warrant article ($100,000),
recreation impact fees ($100,000), DRED Trail

grant ($50,000) and pending Mooseplate grant
($20,000)

> Stantec: Project plan and construction estimates
¢ Trail design, bridges and boardwalks

¢ Permitting

» Construction bids out in January — February 2016
» Groundbreaking in Spring 2016!
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° Pedestrian Bridge with hand rails at the trailhead,
southern end of property leading to almost two
miles of trails
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» Agriculture Bridge with hand rails (54”) and
guardrails (30”) at northern end of property allows
for farming and vehicles
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Boardwalks over wetlands minimize environmental impact

High enough to accommodate wetland vegetation and
small animals

Low enough to allow deer and other mammals to cross over
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* Boardwalk design with helical pilings reduce both
temporary and permanent environmental impact
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Your ideas and suggestions
make the Merrimack Riverfront Trails Project
a success for
future generations!

Thank you mou, _um_wm here!

Explore. Protect. Reconnect.



