
Town Meeting

PLYMOUTH, SS.

To either of the Constables of the Town of Hanson, in the County of Plymouth

GREETINGS,

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Hanson, qualified to vote in Town affairs, and elections, to meet in the Auditorium of the Middle School (off Liberty Street), in said Hanson on Monday the second day of May, 2005 at 7:30 o'clock in the afternoon to act on the articles in this warrant and furthermore to meet in the Maquan School Auditorium and Cafeteria, on School Street, in said Hanson on Saturday, the twenty-first of May, 2005 at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon, to bring in their votes for Town Officials as stipulated in Article 36 of this warrant.

ARTICLE 1:

To hear reports of the various Town Officers, Committees, Special Committees, and act thereon. 






Proposed by the Board of Selectmen


Explanation:
The Reports voted on are those published in the 2004 Town Report.

ARTICLE 2:

To see if the Town will authorize the Treasurer/Collector to enter into compensating balance agreements during Fiscal 2006 as permitted by Mass. General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53F or take any other action in relation thereto.








Proposed by the Treasurer/Collector

Explanation:  Every year this article is voted.  It simply allows the Treasurer/Collector to maintain accounts using credits instead of money to pay for banking charges.

ARTICLE 3:

To hear the reports of the Government Study Committee and the Police Station Building Committee or take any other action in relation thereto.

Proposed by the Government Study & the   Police Station Building Committees

Explanation:  The Government Study Committee was established by the Board of Selectmen to review the structure of Town Government.  The Police Station Building Committee was established by the Board of Selectmen to make a recommendation and oversee the construction of the Police Station. 

ARTICLE 4:  

To see if the Town will vote to fix the Salary and Compensation of all Elected Officers and Committees of the Town as follows:








FY05


FY06


Moderator





380.00


380.00

Selectmen 

Chairman
2,041.00
2,041.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00

Town Clerk
49,195.00
51,700.00

Tree Warden
1,183.00
2,400.00

Assessors


Chairman
2,041.00
2,041.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00

Highway Surveyor
60,123.00
62,000.00

Water Commissioners


Chairman
2,041.00
2,041.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00

Board of Health 

Chairman
2,041.00
2,041.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00

Planning Board 

Chairman
2,041.00
2,041.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00


Member
1,443.00
1,443.00

or take any other action in relation thereto. 





Proposed by the Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE  5:

To determine what sums of money the Town will appropriate and raise by taxation, transfer from free cash, transfer from Town Ambulance Funds, Water Department Revenue, Conservation Notice of Intent Fund, Overlay Surplus, and Stabilization Fund to defray charges and expenses of the Town, including Debt and Interest and to provide for a reserve fund for the 2006 Fiscal Year or take any other action in relation  thereto. 






Proposed by the Board of Selectmen

Explanation:  This article refers to the FY 2006 Annual Budget Lines
ARTICLE 6:

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the Reserve for appropriation – school debt exclusion reserve account an amount of money for the purpose of making debt payments on debt issued by the Whitman-Hanson Regional School District, which debt was authorized by Article 34 of the May 2002 Annual Town Meeting and subsequent debt exclusion vote on May 18, 2002, or take any other action thereto.

Proposed by the Treasurer/Collector

Explanation:  This account is used to pay temporary borrowing for the new high school project.  

ARTICLE 7:

To see if the Town will vote to authorize a revolving fund under the provisions of G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E1/2 for the use by the Treasurer/Collector for payment to the Deputy Collector for collections.  The receipts credited to the fund shall be the fees collected by the Deputy Collector.  The Treasurer/Collector is authorized to expend from the fund for the stated purposed without further appropriation subject to the restrictions contained in G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E1/2 an amount not to exceed $30,000.00.  Expenditures shall not be made, or liabilities incurred in excess of the balance of the fund at any given time or take any other action thereto.

Proposed by the Treasurer/Collector

Explanation:  This will ease the burden of raise and appropriate each year.  With this revolving fund, only the monies generated by the deputy will be used to pay him.  The Deputy Collector is not an employee of the Town.  He is an outside service.

ARTICLE 8:

To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 61 of the March 19, 1969 Town Meeting to read said parcel of land identified on Map 34, Lot 10 on Main Street to be used by the Police Department or take any other action in relation thereto.

Proposed by the Police Station Building

Committee

Explanation:
This article is required to revise the use of the property in order to construction a new police station facility.

ARTICLE 9

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money for constructing, originally equipping and furnishing a new police station, including all costs incidental or directly related thereto; to determine whether this appropriation shall be raised by borrowing or otherwise; and/or take any other action in relation thereto.






Proposed by the Police Station Building Committee

Explanation:  This article is for the construction of a new police station facility with an estimated cost of 4.8 million dollars.

ARTICLE 10:

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum of money to meet the expense of a building maintenance program for the Town Hall, Library, Senior Center and BCI Building to take any other action in relation thereto.

Proposed by the Board of Selectmen

Explanation: This program will set up a maintenance plan for each of the buildings and provide funding for the regular repairs and upkeep.

ARTICLE 11:

To see if the Town will vote to raise through borrowing the sum of $189,491 in anticipation of reimbursement from the State under Chapter 291, of the Acts of 2004, for continuing State Aid construction of public highways approved by the Board of Selectmen and the Massachusetts Highway Department or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Highway Surveyor

Explanation:
State aid Chapter 90 monies to be received from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for road paving and reconstruction that have now become available from the Massachusetts Highway Department and must be expended.

ARTICLE 12: 
To see if the Town will transfer a sum of money from Free Cash and/or Stabilization and/or transfer from available funds a sum of money to be use for the minor road improvements to private ways in accordance with Hanson General By-Laws Article 2-17, Sec. 5 Streets and Highways or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Board of Selectmen

Explanation:  These funds will be used at the Highway Surveyor’s discretion to grade and perform minor repairs to private ways in Hanson.  Approx. $3,000.00

ARTICLE 13:

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from Free Cash the sum of $9,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing Semi Automated External Defibrillators to be placed in various town buildings or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Fire Chief

Explanation:

These units will be mounted in the Library, Town Hall, Water Department Office and Meeting House Lane community room for use by the general public in case of sudden cardiac arrest.  They will be compatible with the units currently used by the Fire Department and are part of an overall drive by Hanson and Whitman to become “heart safe” communities as designated by the American Heart Association.

ARTICLE  14:
To see if the Town will vote to accept Chapter 32, Section 89B of the Massachusetts General Laws or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Fire Chief

Explanation:

This law provides for an annuity to the dependants of a Police Officer, Firefighter, Call Firefighter or Intermittent Police Officer killed in the performance of their duty.  It is intended to protect the families of our call firefighters, part-time and auxiliary police officers should any of them make the ultimate sacrifice while in the service of the Town.

ARTICLE  15:
To see if the Town will vote to amend the general by-laws Article 3-18, Fire Prevention and Safety Regulations by adding a new section as follows:

“4.
Carbon Monoxide Detectors – In all new or substantially altered, residential construction, a 110V Carbon monoxide detector shall be mounted at the base of each  cellar stair and on each level of habitation.  Except that in residential construction heated entirely by electricity with no attached garage such detectors shall not be required.”

or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Fire Chief

Explanation:

This by-law will serve to add a level of protection to homes in town.  The Carbon Monoxide detectors will protect against tragedies like that in Plymouth.  Carbon Monoxide is a deadly gas produced during combustion that cannot be smelled, or seen.  These detectors are the only reliable method of protecting a home from this poisonous gas.

ARTICLE 16:

To see if the Town will vote to approve the Capital Improvement Program as presented to the Board of Selectmen by the Capital Improvement Committee or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Board of Selectmen and the







Capital Improvement Committee
Explanation:  This article accepts the six-year capital improvement plan and matrix submitted by the Capital Improvement Committee.

ARTICLE 17:

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate by taxation, transfer from free Cash, and/or transfer the Stabilization fund as sum of money to be added to the Capital Improvement Fund or take any other action in relation thereto.

Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee
Explanation:
This article sets up the funding source for the following capital improvement articles.

ARTICLE 18: 
  To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to complete various repairs and maintenance of Town Buildings under the direction of the Board of Selectmen or take any other actions in relation thereto.






Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: Perform general upkeep of Town owned buildings

ARTICLE 19: 
  To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to fund to purchase of Permit Tracking Software under the direction of the Board of Selectmen or take any other actions in relation thereto






Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: 
This will allow for all departments in town to follow and maintain all permits issued by the town.

ARTICLE 20 :  
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to Purchase a new Handicap Van for the Senior Citizens Center under the direction of the Board of Selectmen or take any other actions in relation thereto






Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: This will replace the current van under a grant issued by the State; this will be our portion (20%) of the cost of a new van.

 ARTICLE 21:   
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to make drainage improvements throughout the town under the direction of the Board of Selectmen and Highway Surveyor or take any other actions in relation thereto






Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: This will allow the town to make improvements on town roads to reduce flooding.

ARTICLE 22 :

To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to purchase or lease/purchase a front end loader for the Highway Department under the direction of the Highway Surveyor or take any other action in relation thereto




Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: To replace the current 1993 Michigan Loader

ARTICLE 23:   

To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to refurbish though a lease/purchase Engines 2, Engine 3 and   Rescue 1 under the direction of the Fire Chief or take any other action in relation thereto




Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: To extend the useful life of equipment currently in operation by the town

ARTICLE 24 :  
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund for the construction of sidewalks under the direction of the Board of Selectmen or take any other action in relation thereto






Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: the town will be looking to construct sidewalks all various streets in the town.

ARTICLE 25:  
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Capital Improvement Fund to purchase or lease/purchase a 1 ton Dump Truck for the Highway Department under the direction of the Highway Surveyor or take any other action in relation thereto







Proposed by the Capital Improvement Committee

Explanation: To replace the current 1994 Dump Truck

ARTICLE 26:

To see if the Town of Hanson will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum of money to meet the expense to install guardrail on Monponsett Street or take any other action in relation thereto.  







Proposed by the Street Safety

  and Development Comm.

Explanation:  This article is necessary to insure the safety of the traveling public.  

ARTICLE 27:

To see if the Town will vote to allow a cost of living adjustment to increase the exemption granted to certain senior citizens and surviving spouses and minors under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 17D, for fiscal year 2006 or take any other action in relation thereto.

Proposed by The Board of Assessors

Explanation:

In 2002 the Town Meeting voted to accept the amendment created by Section 1 of Chapter 181 of the Acts of 1995 that allowed an annual cost of living increase for the recipients of Clause 17D exemptions.  The Town must vote the percent of the Consumer Price Index annually.  The Assessors recommend that 100% of the Consumer Price Index of 2.8% be allowed.

ARTICLE 28:


To see of the Town will vote to authorize the continuation of a revolving fund under the provisions of G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ for the use by the Hanson Board of Assessors, such funds to be used for the purchase and maintenance of maps including GIS.  The receipts generate through over the counter sale of these maps shall be credited to the revolving account.  The Board of Assessors authorized to expend from the fund for the stated purpose without further appropriation subject to the restrictions contained in G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ an amount not to exceed $1,500.  Expenditures shall not be made or liabilities incurred in excess of the balance of the fund at any given time or take any other action in relation thereto.

Proposed by the Board of Assessors

Explanation:
To purchase and maintain maps including GIS and to help defray the cost of providing updated assessors maps to various Town Departments.

ARTICLE 29:

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the continuation of a revolving fund under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, s53 E ½ for the purpose of Hanson Public Library operations including purchase, repair and maintenance of the copy machine(s), equipment and copy machine(s) supplies, printers and printing supplies, and the replacement of lost and damaged library materials.  The following receipts generated shall be credited to the fund:  Receipts from charges to the public for the use of the copy machine(s) and fines and fees charged for lost, damaged and overdue library materials.

The Board of Library Trustees is authorized to expend from the account for its stated purpose without further appropriation subject to the restrictions contained in G.L. Chapter 44s53E ½ an amount of money not to exceed $5,000.00.  Expenditures shall not be made, or liabilities incurred in excess of the balance of the fund at any given time or take any other action relation thereto.

Proposed by the Board of Library Trustees

ARTICLE 30:

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the continuation of a revolving fund established under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 44, section 53E ½ for the use of Hanson Senior Center/Library operations to include repairs, maintenance of the facility, purchases, repairs and maintenance of equipment, additional utility expenses, janitorial and staff reimbursement.  The following receipts generated shall be credited to the fund:

Receipts from deposit and hourly use charges imposed upon any group or individual that has with prior approval agreed to the use and fee regulations as set forth by the Council for Elder Affairs and the Board of Library Trustees.

The Council for Elder Affairs or the Board of Library Trustees is authorized to expend from the account for its stated purpose without further appropriation subject to the restrictions contained in G.L. c. 44 Section 53E ½ an amount of money not to exceed $3,000.00.  Expenditures shall not be made, or liabilities incurred in excess of the balance of the fund at any given time or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by the Library Board of Trustees







 And the Council of Elder Affairs

Explanation:  This article will allow money that is received from the deposits and use fees charged other groups and individuals for the use of the Senior Center/Library facilities, to be used for the purchase, repair and maintenance of equipments, additional utility expense and janitorial service.

ARTICLE 31:  
To see if the Town will vote to authorize a revolving fund under the provisions of G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E 1/2 for the use by the Parks and Fields Commission for the sport programs including maintenance and equipment.  The receipts credited to the fund shall be those generated through a recycling program at the Hanson Transfer Station.  The Parks and Fields Commission is authorized to expend from the fund for the stated purpose without future appropriation subject to the restrictions contained in G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E 1/2 an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.  Expenditures shall not be made, or liabilities incurred in excess of the balance of the fund at any given time or take any other action in relation thereto.






Proposed by the Parks and Fields Commission

Explanation:  This article is voted every year.  The article provides the Parks and Fields Commission the ability to generate funds through a recycling program.  The funds are used for the sports programs.

ARTICLE 32: 
To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town way, Meadow Lane Road and to see if the Town will further vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, purchase or eminent domain an easement to use said street for all purposes for which public ways are used in the Town of Hanson 

Meadow Lane as shown on the plan entitled “Roadway Asbuilt Plan Meadow Lane in Hanson Massachusetts prepared for R&R Homes Construction”  dated October 15, 2001 and revised March 31, 2005 prepared by Land Planning, Inc.

or take any other action in relation thereto

Proposed by the Board of Selectmen

Explanation: Meadow Lane has been constructed in accordance with Town standards and the Planning Board and Highway Surveyor have recommended acceptance.  The subdivision control law contemplates that towns will accept as public ways all such roads, which are constructed in conformance with local standards while they are still in good condition.  

ARTICLE 33: 
To see if the Town will accept the layout of Holmes Terrace in accordance with the plan dated January 3, 2005, titled “Roadway As-built Plan – Holmes Terrace, Hanson Massachusetts,” filed at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds file Number 05-23, Plan Book 49, Page 210 and accepted by the Hanson Planning Board dated January 5, 2005 or take any other action in relation thereto.







Proposed by Scott J. Petersen and







    12 others

ARTICLE 34 :
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds, the sum of $3,500 to contract with South Shore Women’s Center for domestic violence intervention and prevention services to its residents or take any other action in relation thereto.






Proposed by Rosemarie Kennedy and 14 others 

ARTICLE 35:

To see if the Town of Hanson will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds the sum of $2,000 to support legal services for Cape, Plymouth and Islands, Inc.’s continued provision of free legal services in civil matters to low-income families and their children, or take any action thereon.







Proposed by John H. Thoms and 17 others

ARTICLE 36:


To bring in their votes for the following offices:  A Moderator for one year, two Selectmen for three years, an Assessor for three years,  a Board of Health member for three years,  a Cemetery Commissioner for three years, a member of the Planning Board for five years, a member of the Housing Authority for five years, two Trustees of Memorial Field for three years, a Trustee of Memorial Field for one year, two Trustees of the Public Library for three years, a member of the Whitman- Hanson Regional School District Committee PreK-12 for three years, a member of the Whitman- Hanson Regional School District Committee PreK-12 for two years, and a Water Commissioner for three years and one question.

QUESTION 1:

Shall the Town of Hanson be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so-called, the amounts required to pay for the bonds to be issued in order to pay the costs of constructing, originally equipping and furnishing a new Police Station including all costs incidental or directly related thereto?  

Yes _____


No _____

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies thereof, at the Town Hall, the Fire Station, the public stores, and Post Offices, seven days at least, before the said meeting.


Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place above-mentioned.


Given under our hands, this 12th day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five.

.

            _______________________________                    















_______________________________


_______________________________


_______________________________


_______________________________

  
Selectmen of Hanson 

A true attest copy


_______________________________

______________________

Town Clerk





Date
_______________________________

_______________________

Constable





Date

2005 Annual Town Meeting
- 1 -
Final


