HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2016 - 7:00 P.M.

GREAT HALL

--------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting came to order at 7:00 p.m. with Selectmen Troy E. Garron, Thomas Millias and Kim R. Roy present.

The following business was discussed:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Board as well as those attending tonight’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS

Morse Brothers – Earth Removal Permit

Mr. Madden is here again this evening representing Morse Brother’s request for an Earth Removal permit.  

Seelig has put together a draft of the Earth Removal permit with waivers that Morse Brothers has requested as well as stipulations that the BOS wanted, which are as follows:

-hours of operation

-bond

-visual records of the street, house foundation filmed before & after the work

-emergency stop operations if work is causing unexpected problems or if the

 applicant is not complying with the stipulations for this permit

-BOS meet with the applicant twenty-five and then forty days into the project

-wet down the roads on a regular basis to reduce dust

-applicant shall ensure that all drivers are advised to obey all traffic regulations        

 including speed limits & stop signs, whether permanent or temporary at all times

-the applicant shall be advised if the Town issues any warnings, violations, or

 tickets to drivers and take action to avoid these problems from occurring  

Garron asked if they received anything back from Highway Surveyor, Bob Badore, as to the condition of the road and Seelig said no.  Garron said he was hoping that he would have submitted something and Seelig said we will have the visual record as part of the evidence before the work begins and the BOS has the right to require that the applicant cease earth removal operations if the related operations are causing unexpected problems or the applicant is not complying with the stipulations for this permit.  Garron asked Roy and Millias if they had a chance to read the draft and they both said yes. 
Millias asked Madden if they were okay with it and he said that the draft reflects the discussions they have had but one thing he did bring up was those abutters   who want their homes video-taped he is asking that they provide authorization to do so.  Garron asked that he share those letters with the town so that we have record of it and Madden said that would not be a problem
Roy asked that he notify the Police Department and the Board of the start date and he said yes.  
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Garron asked Madden when he thought he would get back to them and he said he will submit the draft to his client tomorrow and suspects by the end of the week they should be able to provide the BOS with some feedback.  
AFFIRMED WARRANTS AND COMMITMENTS
Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously affirmed approval for the payment of the following warrants and commitments:
	School Warrant
	#   9
	$   43,420.08

	Vendor Warrant
	# 10
	$ 291,929.69

	Ambulance Commitment
	# 7B
	$   55,427.00

	Ambulance Commitment
	# 7C
	$     6,449.00


APPROVED WARRANTS AND COMMITMENTS 

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants and commitment:

	Payroll Warrant
	#   11
	$ 207,929.07

	Vendor Warrant
	#   12
	$   38,034.56

	Withholding Warrant
	#   13
	$   72,545.12

	Mobile Home Park Fee
	#     8
	$     5,160.00


Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously approved payment of the Selectmen bills:
	National Grid (service/concession stand)…………………........

National Grid (service/Town Hall)……………………………..

W.B. Mason (office supplies).…………………………………

AAA Halifax Glass (2008 Ford)…………..................................

Area 58 (payment)……………………………………………...

Attorney Lawrence P. Mayo (legal/July) ………………………

Michael Gilman Esq. (legal/July) ……………….......................

Area 58 (payment)……………………………………………...
	$        52.99

$   1,682.78

$        31.44

$      694.57

$ 25,000.00

$   3,278.13

$      286.00

$ 43,982.56


The Board acknowledged payment to the Treasurer for the following turnover: 

	turnover
	   amount_

	2017-02
	$43,982.56         


GENERAL MAIL / DISCUSSIONS
Municipal Modernization/Speed Limits

One of the changes in the State laws included in the municipal modernization legislation that will be signed today is the ability of a community to lower the speed limit to 25 mph in thickly settled zones.  Unlike the current situation in which the Town can post for 30 mph but only with a detailed sign, it appears that the 25 mph signs could be put up “as is”.  No speed surveys will be necessary.  Safety zones can be posted for 20 mph, but we already have that by the school.  No action needed, but this ability can be added to the Town’s toolkit when we are dealing with speed limit issues.  Now it’s only in thickly settled areas, not all the Town obviously, it’s thickly settled.
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Roy asked if this now would be a vote of the board and Seelig said yes but thinks they will go through it the normal way that it has been done but it would not need to go to Town Meeting it could be a vote of the Board to establish the speed limit.

Autumn Lane

Seelig went to Autumn Lane two weeks ago and then had talked to Don Treannie, the developer of the subdivision.  Treannie told him told me that starting Wednesday the day after I was there that work would re-commence up there.  Nothing is, as far as Seelig can see has happened in the last two weeks. John Drolette, a resident, wrote to the Board asking for more information and requesting that the Town take legal action against Mr. Treannie.  At this point, my recommendation would be for Attorney Mayo to resume the legal process to encourage Mr. Treannie to resume and complete the work.  The Board unanimously was in favor of Attorney Mayo resuming the legal process to encourage Mr. Treannie to complete the work.  

Silver Lake Storage Units

The Silver Lake Regional School Committee has released two storage containers, 8 feet by 8 feet by 40 feet, as surplus to the three towns.  Seelig has notified the departments of their availability.

Close out of Articles

The Town Accountant has asked that the following accounts be closed out:

Aldana Road - $1,165 

Seelig is not recommending it to be closed because at some point we need to improve the road.

Property Survey - $650

this is associated with a boundary line project on Monponsett Street; it probably would be prudent to leave this alone for another year.

LED Sign - $2,212.82 

This can be closed out because the project is complete unless we need to pay the owners of the property abutting the sign to move a large bush. Seelig recommended that the money be returned to the General Fund.  

Community Access Corp (Cable TV) Setup - $4,917.22 

The new regional network is all set up, there’s no reason to keep this money in the account.
Roy asked if there were plans on putting up a second LED sign because there was talk at the beginning of doing another one but she knows it did not end up happening because there were so many things on the list this year, so maybe it can be put in the hopper to be discussed in the future.  Seelig said he could do that.   

Millias said he was thinking about having the Traffic Study Committee take a look at the exit of the plaza (Rockland Trust, Teeka’s, Well Church, Karate school& Bellas) because the shrubs out near the street have gotten so big that you really have to get out onto 106 before you can have a clear view in either direction. Seelig asked the BOS if they wanted hold off on closing out the LED sign account in case it is needed towards a purchase of another one and for repairs on the existing one.  Roy asked Sandy if that was okay and she was fine with that.  
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Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to leave the LED money in the account to go toward a potential new LED sign in the future and for work regarding the sign and the Community Action Cable money will be released to the General Fund.

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to send a note to the Traffic Study Committee asking them to look at the shrubbery at the plaza. 

Passing of Two Members of the Community 

Maureen Rogers

The Board was informed of Maureen Rogers passing.  They all were saddened of the news.   Seelig stated that she served on many board and committees and that she was the one person who said yes to helping out the Town in any way she could.  Roy thanked her family for sharing her with us and allowing her to volunteer her time to the community.  Donations in her name can be made to the Holmes Public Library.   

Robert Baker

The Board was also informed of Mr. Baker’s passing.  He also served on a many boards & committees.  Roy stated that Mr. Baker was on the school committee many years ago and last year he joined the Planning Board.  

Garron voiced his condolences to their families and Millias agreed with all that was said about the two of them.    

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS
Public Forum – 5th Ave. Beach & 4th Ave. Beach Ramp

The Board scheduled a public forum regarding the above locations.  Seelig understands that there are a number of individuals who are opposed to the Town spending any money for the area right now while the Pond is closed but there also was some interest in spending some of the money to work on the Pond and on the Route 36 boat ramp.  He is not saying let’s spend the money tomorrow but let’s get an idea from those interested what they want to do.  At this time there is $5,000 to work with but there’s always the opportunity to go back to Town Meeting in the future to ask for more.

Roy said that when the money was appropriated they did not know that the ponds would be in the condition they are in now.  Seelig asked if we can get the pond cleaned up what would the residents want to do.  Roy added that the money does not have to be spent this year.  

Sarah Nobles – 55 Lingan Street

Ms. Noble, who lives directly next to the beach, started by saying that the biggest concern is the fence as it is in dire need of replacing because it looks horrible.  Last year the neighbors got together and cleaned up the area and fixed the fence the best they could.  She suggested that be the first thing and continued to say that even though they cannot use the ponds she still goes down there and uses the beach area.  She suggested that area viewed more as a park than just a beach and sees no reason why people can’t use it even when the pond is closed.  It’s a beautiful area with lots of grass and picnic tables.  When she moved here it was used a lot more and obviously that’s mostly because the pond was more usable, but I don’t see any reason why we couldn’t still use it even if we can’t swim. 
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Millias said that $5,000 is not a lot of money and thinks is worth looking into making it a park area.  He suggested leaving the money for the future.  

Garron said maybe improve the parking area and fix the fence.  The money is there so leave it until such time it is needed or use it for a special project.

Roy asked if Ms. Noble if she has talked with the other neighbors and she said the ones she has talked with agreed with her.   She said they have done what we can do with the resources they have.  
Roy then asked the members of the Park Commission if they had any ideas.  John Campbell said he had no idea that there was an interest until he saw the Article.  They (Building Committee) have not done anything in the last five or six years except keep the beach clean because there was no money.  They were unaware that the fence was down as he has not been down there in years.   He continued to say that years ago this area was used for swimming lessons and recreation with four life guards there seven days a week and docks but then the pond became dirty and that kind of chilled everything down.  He remembers there being bath houses there and he re-built it twice and the third time he finally took it down because they kept getting vandalized.  He said the boat ramp was a big problem because it was the only one to access the pond and was always overcrowded but now we have the one on Rt. 58.  He said that if they want to get some ides together, the Commission would be okay with meeting with them to listen to their ideas and maybe come spring we can do something with that money or if they want something a little extra we can go to next year’s Town Meeting and get some more money then.
Roy said that when the money was appropriated the Board never projected that the counts of the pond would be where they are and it would be closed.  She said that this money does not have to be spent this year – that it’s in an Article so it’s protected from being spent in a different way so whatever decisions we talk about as Charlie said, it’s really for the future and we don’t have to worry about having to spend it before June 30th of this year.
Seelig recommended that the BOS consult with them and ask them to get an estimate for one project such as the fence.  Nobles suggested said picnic table and Campbell said there are some there.  He also said that they still put the buoys up in the water just in case somebody does swim down there so that the boats don’t come close. 
Diane Ruxton – appointment to Finance Committee

Moved by Finance Committee member, Gordon Andrews and seconded by Selectmen, Kim Roy the following vote was taken to appoint Diane Ruxton to the Finance Committee, term to expire June 15, 2018: 

	Board of Selectmen
	Troy Garron

Thomas Millias

Kim Roy
	yes

yes

yes


	Finance Committee
	Gordon Andrews

Stuart Hall

Linda Braga
	yes

yes

yes
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Liaison for the Wage & Personnel Board

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted that Tom Millias be the liaison from the Board of Selectmen to the Wage and Personnel Board.  

Net Metering - Franklin Street

Michael McGonigle of Coneco Engineers has a tentative appointment to meet with the Board on August 23rd about a possible net metering agreement for the proposed solar project at Blackledge Farm off Franklin Street.  Seelig asked the Board if they wanted to meet with him or do they want to wait to hear from the Solar Committee about their project.

Roy said that Jerry Joy made a brief presentation about perhaps doing it on our own and she thinks Soltoge, who they met with the other night, understood that this was all so new to us that we didn’t feel that we should rush into such an important decision.  Roy thought that they should have him come in and Garron added that they should look all the options. 

Monponsett Pond  
Seelig said that a few things have come up during the last couple of weeks.  One, obviously the test results on the algae have not improved at all, they go up and down a little bit, but on average, the levels that we are seeing are at least ten times as high as would be allowed for recreational use.  Both SOLitude and DEP are recommending a larger dose for the next dosage, anywhere between 17 grams per square meter and 38.  However, SOLitude sent in a proposed budget yesterday for a 38 gram treatment and including all the necessary work with monitoring the water, the monitoring of the mussels, the preparation of the permits and reports the cost would be $412,750, which the town does not have.   Seelig continued to ay that Mark Mattson from DEP, recommendation is to split it – do 17 this summer and 19 next spring.  He is waiting to hear back from SOLitude as to there’s sort of prorated amount.  

He does not see the ability of the town finding that sum of money given the other projects (Council on Aging project and the School roof project) coming up and other things.  With that being said Seelig said that we need to be saying to other parties both local and otherwise that they have to step up and come up with the money, and the residents of Halifax have been very good about appropriating money to improve Monponsett Pond.  Seelig thinks there are other things that we could be doing with the money that we do have, and there are some recommendations from Paul Collis and  Heidi Ricci at Mass. Audubon, that the  money that we still have left might be better used for longer term solutions rather than the one five dosages.  

Seelig is going to get input from the Working Group at their meeting this Thursday.

Garron said that it is a little late in the season to treat the pond now.

Roy thinks there will be some helpful discussion between all of the parties at Thursday’s meeting and hopefully they will have somebody from the cranberry growers and DEP there.

Garron asked Millias and Roy if they wanted to table this for now and Roy said yes until after the Working Group meeting on Thursday.  Millias thought that made sense.  
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SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS (CONTINUED)

Jennifer Choate – Section 137C hearing
Town Counsel Larry Mayo was present tonight to work with the Board, not to advise the Board on the actual issues at hand but to assist the Board in the hearing process and to ensure that it’s properly held.  The Board and Mayo were given a copy of the protocol.  Seelig welcome Mayo to sit with the Board and he was going be in the back if anyone needed him.  

Garron: 

Okay, and just so you know, so that we can lay down some ground rules, I realize this is an emotional issue for a lot of people and I will try to get to everybody that has a question or has a statement to make, but I would appreciate it, so that we can operate in a smooth manner, to go through the Chair.  You know, having conversations across the way or having heated discussions is not going to solve our problem.  We’re here tonight to discuss what the twenty-five people signed paperwork the complaint what they have to say, and then we have an opportunity; please let an individual answer a question.  It’s only good courtesy to do that.  Hopefully this will go smoothly and maybe we’ll find a remedy to the problems that we’re having at this time.  Thank you.  Okie-dokie.  Is there anyone or one spokes-person for the group, or anybody have an opinion because we need to have those who are going to speak at this particular hearing to be sworn in, and we need your name and where you’re located.  

Roy:

So Troy, these are the people that have signed, oh is the procedure that we’re going to have, the people who signed the petition come up and they’re going to make their statement and then we will ask questions of those people and then they sit down?

Garron:

If that’s what they wish to do, because they’ve given something.

Roy:

So I think that, I don’t know if you want to go according to the people in line to see who, if the people are here to make the statement. 

Roy: We don’t have to get sworn in. 

Mayo: No

Roy: No
Garron: Sworn in
Roy: This is really just a fact-finding 

Garron: Sworn in

Roy:

Larry could I just clarify that this is just a, sort of we’re going to be asking questions and then the next person comes, and so people aren’t going to be talking to each other, asking questions of each other, this is really just a fact-finding, this is the opening of the hearing and most likely no decisions would be made today. 

Mayo:  Right

Roy:

That this is just sort of, this is the time for the people to air their grievances and for us to ask questions of the people as well.  
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Mayo:

Correct.  Again, it’s not a question and answer session among the parties the gallery if you will.  It’s really, again, an opportunity for each of the petitioners, each of the persons, anybody else for that matter with an interest, that wish to come to the microphone and present their take of the situation to the Board, and the Board may have very specific questions of you and will try to illicit more information from you as to the basis of your knowledge of the alleged condition – barking and so forth – at the kennel.  And I would suggest again that all the petitioners come forward first so that Miss. Choate has the opportunity to listen to 

Garron: Assess the situation.

Mayo: And assess the situation and then respond to the extent that she’d like.

Roy:  

But then we, like for instance I have made questions that I could ask people that come up to the mic that, for instance abutters, I can ask them those questions?

Mayo: Yes, you can.

Roy: Okay.  

Mayo:

Because again, at the closing of the hearing or post the continuance of this hearing a member of the Board or their designee will have the opportunity and the obligation to conduct a full investigation of the situation and eventually come to a conclusion based on all of the available information, you can call it evidence if you like, but at this point really it’s information so that the Board as a whole may come to a conclusion, take a vote on whether to in any way shape or form modify the kennel license or dismiss the petition altogether.  So the Board has broad discussion here but it has to make a decision reasonably based on all the information provided to it and based on its own investigation and it can use the resources again provided, and can follow I should say the leads or use the resources provided here today or use other resources available to it, the public record of the Town of Halifax.   

Garron:  

That been said, I can go by the list and call names or somebody like to volunteer to start the session off?  Okay.  The first name on the list number one, is Mr. McAndrews, right?

McAndrews:

I’m here.  I have no (inaudible) at this time but would like to listen some more.  Thank you.

Garron:

Okay and Diane is out sick.  Miss. Pratt - Beverly? Leslie Russo? Lisa Whitney? Miss. Nickerson, Lisa? Mike Nickerson? Miss. Palmer? David Hatch? Lisa Thorp?

Thorp:  

Here.  I bought a German Shepherd about six years ago and she was about five or six months old when I got her, and brought her to a very reputable trainer and he said that hundreds of dogs he had trained she was probably in the top ten per cent of the most skittish dogs he had ever seen and then over the course of about a year she got very aggressive, she tried to bite. 

Garron: Come a little closer to the mic.
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Thorp:

She tried to bite our neighbor’s grand-daughter, I would take her for a walk, she would start going after people, I had to muzzle her, I took her back to the trainer and was told that basically the only options were to keep her crated whenever someone came over or to bring her to a vet’s and get medication for her.

Garron: So we’re certain what we’re talking about, where did you buy the dog?

Thorp: At Tarawood Kennels.  

Garron: Okay, how long ago was this?

Thorp: 2010.

Garron: At this time, do you still have the animal?

Thorp:  

No, I made the decision that she was probably going to give me a lawsuit if I kept her and I had two young children in the house, I brought her back to Bobbi and gave her back.  

Garron:

And other than what you’ve generally stated, are there any other complaints or noise of barking – just the fact that the dog was …
Thorp: No, I don’t live that close to her.  

Garron: 
Okay.  Does any of the other Board members have any questions?   Thank you.

Garron: Miss. Blake, Laura? Richard Corby?

Corby: Yes, I’m here tonight.  I don’t have (inaudible)

Garron: Archibald Colby?  Dawn?

D. Colby:

I first got involved with this by hearing what was going on in town.  I have been a dog trainer for twenty-one years, I am an animal advocate, my number one concern has been the welfare of those dogs and the people that live around them.   What I want you all to remember is you can’t just throw a bark collar or shock collar I should say on a dog and think that’s going to resolve everything, because it’s not.  

Garron: Miss Colby, before you go any further

D. Colby: Now the last time that we … 

Garron: Before you go any further have you personally heard the dogs barking?

D. Colby: I have not.  

Garron: Have you been on the property?

D. Colby:  I don’t live close enough to her.  

Garron:

So the information you’re giving is terms you feel you’re an expert in the area?

D. Colby:  I’m sorry?
Garron:  Do you feel you are an expert in dealing with dogs?
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D. Colby:  

Ya, I would say after twenty-one years I have a good inclination of how to train a dog, yes.   But what I want to bring to your attention is the last time we met there was a trainer here – I don’t see her here now.  She indicated that the reason that Bobbi had put shock collars on all of her dogs was because she needed to do something quickly.  Well, a shock collar is a training tool, it’s not a solution.  So I don’t want anybody to be under the misconception that dogs that have now learned to live with a shock collar are easily trained to be without them, because that is not the case.  Okay, so I just don’t want anybody to be under the misconception that this is going to be an easy fix.  It would take hours a day just to train with one dog, she has fifty of them.  There’s not enough hours in one day to desensitize a dog from shock collar.  Now we heard audio.  Now there is no denying that these dogs bark.
Garron: So basically what you’re talking about now is 

D. Colby:

Well we’re talking about the whole broad… of the welfare of the dogs that you said we could speak about.  So that’s what I would like to address.  So I just don’t want anybody to think that this is a quick fix because it’s not going to be.   It’s going to be months if not years to retrain dogs that you don’t know how damaged they are from it, some more than others maybe, but you’re still going to run into the same problem with these dogs barking months down the road.  So, just talking about taking the collars off the dogs might not fix the problem, and that’s what I want you to know.  Thank you.  

Garron: Thank you.  I’m sorry; do you have any questions here?

Roy: No, but I think [points to someone in audience]

O’Shaughnessy: I don’t mean to interrupt; may I speak for a moment?  

Garron:  Well I wanted to let the people who put the petition in speak first.  

O’Shaughnessy:  

(inaudible) Michael O’Shaughnessy for the record I’m the attorney for Miss Choate.  The reason we’re here tonight is to discuss the dog barking and dogs being off the leash.  Being a lot of people here tonight, I don’t want to go off tangent all I ask is, I know you’ll do a good job, but the ---

Garron:  
I understand exactly what you’re saying, okay.  Thank you. Andrea Cogan? Judith Leonard? Richard Leonard? Linda Ford?

Ford:   

My name is Linda Ford, I live at 429 South Street which is behind us here, so I don’t live next to Bobbi, I don’t hear the dogs.  I know a couple of the neighbors, I know the Begley’s, and I know this has been a bone of contention for quite some time now.  So as a citizen and a community member, I wanted to hear more about it because it’s a little alarming to me to know that this is a town that seems to think that it’s okay to have fifty dogs when you have abutting neighbors.  That’s a lot of dogs, and from what I was understanding was they’re looking for a hundred dogs.  So as somebody who lives in this community has pretty much all her life, I find it really appalling that a decision to put fifty dogs with neighbors it’s just, I can’t even imagine, just the common sense that would go into a decision.  I just feel really bad for people who are next to it having to listen to it.  
Selectmen Meeting – August 9, 2016




           Page 11

I know that I certainly wouldn’t, and you know, I would want to sell my house but now the value of my home was not really that great because I’ve got barking dogs all day.

Garron: You’re sort of going a little off, off the skew.

Ford:

The point is these people have been listening to this noise, this barking dog, for for years.  It’s been a problem for a long time, and when I heard about it, I’m like, I can’t even believe that there are fifty dogs with abutting neighbors.  That just doesn’t seem like it makes sense at all.  So again, I did come and I listened and I’m kind of surprised that that would be even something that this town would consider.  That’s not right.  I’m in my yard all the time, you should be able to be in your yard – these people aren’t really able to do that.  From testimonies that I’ve heard from the neighbors several meetings prior to this – horrific.  A lady can’t put her baby down, three times a night, I mean, the noise is a factor – I wouldn’t want to live next to it, and I don’t want to ever have that happen.

Garron: Linda, Is there anything else that you want to add?

Ford: No.

Garron:  Thank you.  Debra Pizzi? Theresa Carman?

Carman:

Hi, I’m Theresa Carman, I live on Hudson Street, so I do not live near the dogs and I do not hear them barking.  I signed the petition out of concern for the (inaudible) number of dogs – I was at the Zoning Board meeting, fifty breeding dogs, they want a hundred breeding dogs on a three acre lot and I’m very concerned about the welfare of the dogs, and I signed the petition in hopes that this Board will look into this before allowing that to continue.  It seems to me (inaudible) wrong definitions, but we’re (inaudible) “puppy mill” zone here, and I just would like this thoroughly researched before we go ahead and allow that to happen.
Garron: Thank you.

Carman: Thank you.

Garron: 

Nicole Newton? Jennifer Goodale? Jeremy Goodale? Michael Pizzi? Kelly McAndrews?


McAndrews:

I’m here.  I live in this town also, and it was a concern to me, I signed the petition because it was a concern to me for the welfare of the dogs, that how many she already has and then wanting to add on another fifty dogs to make it a hundred dogs.  I mean, if I were to be one their neighbors, I think I’d be a little concerned myself.  I’ve been here for twenty years and this just doesn’t seem right.   That’s all.  Just doesn’t seem right.

Garron:

Any other questions?  Thank you. Crystal Schell? Evilda Hughes? Olivia Hughes? Thomas Begley?
Begley:

My name is Thomas Begley, and Bobbi is my neighbor, I live right in front of her.  

The first meeting that I attended here I said Bobbi had been a great neighbor over the years, but this dog barking is just out of hand, it’s just too much.  All these people here that are supporting Bobbi that don’t live near her don’t know.  
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Garron:  Are there any specific hours or times of day that the dog barking …

T. Begley:

It can be early morning, during the day, at night, so pretty much the whole range.

Garron:  Is there any type of duration – five minutes, two minutes, an hour?

T. Begley:

Ya, sometimes it can be quick, sometimes it can be, seems five minutes.  I don’t sit there with a stop watch and time it.  It’s just sometimes you become de-tuned to it, and other times it’s like, hey, text Bobbi and tell her to shut those dogs up, and that’s numerous times, and she will get them to be quiet.  It may last a couple of days, it could last a little bit longer, but then they’re right back to barking.  

Millias: 
Have you noticed, has it changed over the years – I mean did it start out as a minor problem and escalate?  I’m looking to see if there’s a correlation between the amount of dogs and

T. Begley:

Oh yes, definitely the amount of dogs – it’s an increase, definitely.  When I found out a hundred dogs, I was horrified – I mean that’s the only word I can think.  It’s horrifying to live next to a hundred dogs.  It would be insane.  

Roy: Troy?

Garron: Yes Kim?

Roy:

So I just have a couple of questions for you.  What month or year did you first feel the barking was excessive?

T. Begley: Oh, God, we called her, or texted her on numerous times.

Roy:  But what year did you believe it happened, cause I know that there was 

T. Begley: I don’t know – probably over the past four or five years.

Roy:

Okay.  Is there a season or a month that the barking is more than others, or is it all year-round?
T. Begley:

Maybe we don’t notice it more in the summer, you know, the good weather months, cause you’re outdoors more.

Roy:

And then you already answered this, the, about what times of day that you feel that you hear them outside, I know that you have testified in prior hearings and at the Zoning Board that typically at five in the morning you will definitely hear them when you’re brushing your teeth. 

T. Begley:  

Ya, you hear them, you know like there’s no like rhyme or reason, throughout the day the dogs will bark.

Roy: Okay.  Do you also hear the yelps from the bark collars?
T. Begley:

Oh ya, ya, that’s just… when I first, I mean, when I first heard it, it was like what the hell was that, it makes you,  you think it’s somebody in trouble or something in trouble – you want to run to whatever it is and help.  It’s terrifying.
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Roy: It’s a horrifying sound?

T. Begley: Horrifying.  

Roy: To you?

T. Begley: Oh, ya.

Roy: Have you contacted our Police Department because of the barking?

T. Begley: Me and my wife have never called the Police Department.

Roy: Why is that?

T. Begley: Cause she’s our neighbor.  

Roy:

Did you, so you’ve never contacted the police.  Have you ever contacted Miss Choate directly about the noise – I think you’ve said that before

T. Begley: Ya

Roy: And how often do you think you had to do that?
T. Begley: Over the years, I couldn’t say – you know, a lot.

Roy: A lot?  Would you say once a week? – once every other week?

T. Begley:

Ya, it’s you know, maybe once a month.  I mean it’s hard to say.  Ya know I mean it’s our neighbor.

Roy: We understand.
T. Begley:

So you know what I mean we’re trying to be neighborly, and at the same time you don’t want to get walked over.  

Roy:  No, I understand it must be a difficult position.

T. Begley:

Take advantage of – when the dogs are put in my back yard without the decency of even approaching us to say “what do you think we put dogs closer to your house” – nope, nothing.
Roy:  
Okay, so have you ever had an instance when the dogs have been loose on your property?

T. Begley: We see them out in the woods.

Roy: You do, you see them; and how often would you see the dogs in the woods?

T. Begley: That’s hard to say, we see them occasionally.  I don’t have a number. 

Roy: Have you witnessed Miss Choate retrieving the dogs from the woods?

T. Begley: I don’t think I’ve seen her in the woods – but maybe calling.
Roy:

Calling them?  And then and have you witnessed them going back to the property?  

T. Begley: Oh ya.

Roy:  

And, what would you like to see as a result at the end of this hearing?  
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T. Begley:

I would definitely hundred dog situation off the table.  I mean that’s insane. I would definitely like to see a limit, a definite limit on what’s going on over there, more, I don’t know, more I don’t know if we the sound-proofing, I don’t know how you can sound-proof an animal…

Roy: Are you fine with the number of dogs that the permit is for right now?

T. Begley:

I think fifty is too much because it’s just that, we dealt with it, we didn’t really, it became annoying as they grew, as the kennel got bigger.

Roy:

So you would like to see sound-proofing, and are you concerned about the dogs being loose – is that a big issue do you think?  

Begley:  

I think it would be for younger children or something maybe, I mean all my kids are pretty well grown, so maybe for the well-being of the dog getting hit by a car.

Roy:  Okay.  
T. Begley: Ya know.
Garron:  Tom?

Roy:  

And yes, I know that there’s puppies but the puppies I don’t think have ever been an issue about being loose, I think that they’re pretty contained.

T. Begley: Puppies?

Roy:  Yes.

T. Begley:  

Ya, I don’t think I’ve ever seen them.  Loose puppies or anything just the bigger dogs.  But it’s just, it’s a noise issue.  I work hard all day, I really don’t feel like being here, it’s very annoying to have to confront somebody like this or even never even being approached about hey we’re thinking about doubling the number of dogs – nothing.

Roy: I thank you for being here.  

Garron: 

Just one last question, were you ever notified at the time that these dogs were being increased by the Board for the Town of Halifax?

T. Begley:  

I think, no, just, just when the hundred-dog situation – I didn’t know the increases of through the year of the dogs.

Garron: Okay.  Thank you.  Tom?

Millias: No, I’m … 
Garron: Thank you very much.  Christine, are you… 

C. Begley:  

I’m a neighbor too of Bobbi’s.  My husband pretty much just said it all, unless you have questions for me.  

Roy: I think they would be the same ones.  So do you have any other…

C. Begley: I don’t have anything to add, no.  
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Roy:  

Okay and is there a wish that you, do you concur with your husband’s end result of this hearing the reason why you petitioned us to hold this hearing?

C. Begley: Yes.

Roy:  

Could you tell us what you see as an end result that would be acceptable to you?

C. Begley: Exactly what my husband said – I agree with him.

Roy: Okay.  Alright, thank you so much.  

Garron: Shawn Clawson?

Shawn Clawson:  

Shawn Clawson – I’m a neighbor, obviously I think my father’s property surrounds theirs.  I don’t know if I can start off with testimony with the video with the dogs barking, we’ve seen one of them, we’ve got a couple of them, but ah…

Garron: Board?
Roy: Ya

Millias: Ya

Garron: Sure

Shawn Clawson: 

I think this one [presenting a laptop with film to BOS table] was before the ZBA I don’t think I’ve shared this one with you guys. 

O’Shaughnessy raises his hand then stands up and goes over to the BOS table to view.

Roy: Larry do you …

Mayo:  

I just want to make sure that they will be able to forward this exact video to the Board after the fact.

Shawn Clawson: Yes  
laptop is playing dogs barking.  
O’Shaughnessy:  [to Clawson] is this the (inaudible)

Shawn Clawson: This is one that I’ve (inaudible) 

Garron: What time of day was this?

Shawn Clawson:  

It’s all different days, all different times – the time stamps are on them, this is 8:25 I mean it’s …

Roy: Mr. Clawson, is this the same video that you submitted to the ZBA?
Shawn Clawson:  

This is the one that was submitted to the ZBA.  I have the other one that I showed at the other hearing as well.  This one is a little older – the other one was from the ZBA meeting to, I think, last meeting, so it’s mostly this June and July.  
Roy: Okay

Garron: 

Okay.  Other than the video, you have anything else that you want to …
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Shawn Clawson:  

Ah, yes, I mean I definitely (inaudible) do you guys want to keep listening to this or do you want me to just submit it to you guys?

Roy:  I’ve heard it.

Millias: I think we’re good, as long as you forward it to
Shawn Clawson:  I’m sorry hold on.

Millias: I said as long as you’re capable of forwarding it to the Board.

Shawn Clawson:

Yes.  So ya, I mean, I just moved back here a year ago, a little more than a year ago now, I then I’ve been gone for two years, before that it was a big issue.  Barking is, I mean it’s tough to sit outside and enjoy your property and just enjoy being outdoors, especially in the summer – but at any time of the year its tough, when they start going it’s not great.  In the last year that I’ve been back, it’s been, I don’t know if it’s just because I’ve been paying attention to it more or if it is what it is, but it’s it’s been bad and I think the biggest thing, is actually I should t say it the  biggest thing, but one of the things is that I get customers at our horse shows that come up to me and ask me “what’s going on over there, why haven’t we done anything about it, it sounds like dogs are being murdered” when they start yapping and crying over the bark collars.  I mean our customers who ride horses are all animal lovers and, you know, they hear that and they want to know what’s going on, you know, most of them have dogs as well, and they’re like you know, it just sounds inhumane.  And for us when there is no horse show going on I mean it’s just very, it’s terrible to be outside at five in the morning, six in the morning, kind of getting ready for a day’s worth of work and you’re out there and it’s dead silent, it’s beautiful out in the morning, especially this time of the year, and then they start going and you’re like, I, it’s just, it’s indescribable I guess, and beyond that, it’s just the welfare of the dogs.  I mean fifty dogs on a property that size is just too much, in my opinion anyways, I mean it’s, I think it’s less than three acres and surrounded by neighbors.  Fifty dogs on big property out in the middle of the woods, you know, that’s one thing, someone could actually run a decent business doing that, but the location of the property the amount of dogs and for what’s there I just can’t imagine that these dogs have the best life style.  I know for a fact in the winter when the leaves are off the trees and we can see directly over the berm into their property, I know one time this winter I was working kind of near their property, putting up a stone wall and I could see it was snowing out and I’m sitting in my excavator and there’s dogs outside while it’s snowing and I know I wouldn’t leave my dog outside in a cage while it’s snowing, I mean, I just don’t know that they have the proper housing, the proper resources to take care of dogs the way they should be.  I understand that they’re working dogs, but they’re still they’re still animals.  I mean they’re not wild animals that’s for sure, they’re domestic animals and they should be they should be cared for as anyone else would want their pets cared for.

Garron: When was the last time that you heard let’s say a “racket” from the dogs?

Shawn Clawson: Ah, probably 

Garron: That you can associate with … 

Shawn Clawson: Probably five o’clock this afternoon.

Garron:  I’m sorry?

Shawn Clawson: Probably five o’clock this afternoon.  
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Garron: Tom? Kim? Thank you.  

Roy: Oh, actually I have a question.  

Millias: You weren’t paying attention?
Roy:

Oh, I’m sorry, no I’m just going to, I had made a series of different questions so I just want to …    Okay, so I think you’ve already answered what month, year did you first feel the barking was excessive because you’ve been away, so prior to 2013 did you hear the dogs barking?

Shawn Clawson: Ya, definitely, it was an annoyance.
Roy: Was it, or 2014, I’m sorry, was it 2 years ago that you were away?

Shawn Clawson:  

Last, ya, about 2014 it was the last summer that I had spent here, before that I was in college in the winter and things like that so I was mostly here in the summer. 

Roy:  

So do you feel that it’s worse now than it was two years ago or do you feel that it’s about the same?

Shawn Clawson:  

That’s tough to say cause I feel like I’m paying attention to it now so maybe in my mind ya it’s worse.  But it was definitely, I mean it was really bad back then as well.  I mean, I can recall nights sitting out by the pool at my dad’s house which is really far away and that’s all you hear, I mean, turn the music up a little bit louder I guess – that’s all you can do to drown it out.  

Roy: 

So are there seasons or months that you feel that it’s higher?  I know that you mentioned like when the leaves are gone like does the noise travel more in the fall if you’re outside?

Shawn Clawson:

Yes, I believe so, I mean I think that’s just because the leaves are gone I think you can hear it more, and I’m also home a little bit more then as well, but I mean it’s all times of the year – and especially like this winter where it was a mild winter I was outside a lot and I mean, it was bad all the time.  

Roy:  

And then, what times of the day, I think you’ve already sort of said it’s every day at different times.
Shawn Clawson:  

It ranges from four in the morning, five in the morning, to nine, ten, I mean I’ve even heard them as late as eleven o’clock at night.

Roy:  

So during the day you would say that it’s, I know you can hear them in the morning when they’re locked, when they’re in their indoor facility, but when they’re outside is it worse during the day or is it equal?

Shawn Clawson:  

Ah, it’s equal – I can’t say it’s worse during the day, I mean it’s bad in the morning, it’s bad during the day.

Roy: Okay and you have heard the yelps from the bark collars?
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Shawn Clawson: Yes.

Roy: Have you contacted our police department?
Shawn Clawson: I have not, personally, in the last year, no.

Roy: And why is that?

Shawn Clawson:  

I just, I think that coming before the Board of Selectmen is the right way to go, I don’t feel that the, I think it’s undue burden to call the police every time they’re barking, I mean if I were to do that I’d be calling them five times a day and there’s nothing that they can do about it, and there’s no reason to put that burden on them.  

Roy:  

Have you ever contacted Miss. Choate directly about the barking and asked her to

Shawn Clawson:  I have not.

Roy: 

Never?  Okay.  Have you had an instance when the dogs have been loose on your property?

Shawn Clawson: 

I mean yes, but not in the last couple of years – probably three years ago was the last time I’d seen one of her dogs on our property.  

Roy: And then what would you like to see as an end result of this hearing?

Shawn Clawson:  

I really, I just don’t want to hear them, I mean that’s the biggest thing.  I want to see the dogs taken care of too – I don’t want to look over that berm and when it’s snowing see a dog pacing around in a 6x6 or 8x8 crate, I mean, to me that makes me go back and like you know give my dog a hug ‘cause I feel bad, I mean it’s just, you know, if it’s raining, I just don’t want to see that and I don’t want to hear it, I mean that’s – the biggest thing is I don’t want hear them.  I know that in the original agreement that the Town had with Bobbi over the permitting, there was supposed to be sound-proofing.  None of that’s been done.
Garron:  

Excuse me, we’re getting a little off track cause you really don’t know whether it’s been done or not – have you been on the property?  

Shawn Clawson: I have not.  

Garron: 

Okay.  Have you been anything so that sort of an assumption.

Shawn Clawson: 

I mean if something had been done, I wouldn’t hear, right? – if the correct sound-proofing.

Garron:  

Well, that’s an assumption on your part and I’d like to just stay on track.  If you have something that you personally, you said you’ve heard some noise.

Shawn Clawson:  

Well I can personally say that she has a permit for fifty dogs and when they went and counted they found fifty-six after a ZBA meeting so she was over her permit on that as well.  So there’s several violations.
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Garron: Anything further?  

Roy: No.  Thank you.
Garron: Thank you.
Shawn Clawson: Thank you.

Garron: Anthony Altieri? And the last name is Cheryl Smith?

Roy: I think there’s a memo from Cheryl Smith in the file.

Garron: Do you know where?

Roy:

It’s … do you want me to read it I have it.  It’s the last page in the packet that Charlie just passed out.

Garron: Okay.  For the record, [looking to Kim] do you want to read it?

Roy: It’s up to you, do you want me to read it?

Garron: 

I can read.  I am writing to you since I am travelling and unable to attend the meeting tomorrow and to voice my concerns about the barking problem at Tarawood Kennels.  I keep two of my horses at the Fieldstone Equestrian and as a result I am at Fieldstone every day for several hours a day.  The dogs can be heard barking, yelping at all hours of the day sometimes for brief moments and other times it carries for ten minutes or more.  I understand that the dogs bark, my own barks when she feels that there might be something suspicious outside, but what concerns me about the barking at Tarawood is the manner in which the dogs bark.  They yelp and cry and to me it sounds like they are in distress or pain.  Every time I have heard friends or relatives visit Fieldstone, they always ask about the noise.  They’ve often commented that it sounds like coyotes fighting and it is a very sad situation that those dogs are living in.  Not enough socialization, made to wear bark collars to try to control the noise.  I hope that the Board will seriously consider the well-being of these dogs and also realize that the owner of Tarawood has already tried to silence the animals but has not been successful in doing so.  If you would like further information please don’t hesitate to call me.  Cheryl Smith, 383 Thompson Street.  
Garron:  Okay, anybody else that was on the list?  Mr. Clawson?  
Scott Clawson:

Scott Clawson, 21 Plymouth Street.  I’ve been before this Board three, two other times, in 2010 and 2012 about the dog barking.  It’s been going on for seven years now, it continues on to this day, I left for here, my house, just a half hour ago and the dogs are still barking.  Today, at least a dozen times, the dogs were yelping and screaming, yesterday the same thing, it’s been going on for seven years.  The health conditions, the conditions of the dogs, like my son said, I’ve been over there, gone over towards the berm when it’s been freezing cold rain and these dogs are out just pacing back and forth - 30° weather, raining out, crying.  My biggest condition is the dog barking – it’s been going on, and on, and on.  We’ve had these hearings going on for several months now.  The dogs are still barking.  She hasn’t tried to control the barking, they still go on, every day.  That’s all I have to say.  Thank you.

Garron: Does the Board have any questions? 
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Millias:  

Scott, are you aware of the, now aware I should say, of the proximate times that the number of dogs were increased – do you have some idea as to when those occasions took place?  

Scott Clawson: When they increased the dogs?

Millias: Yes.  

Scott Clawson:  

I wasn’t aware of the increase of dogs.  When she originally got her permit in 2010, I tried to appeal that permit because of the dog-barking, I was not notified of any increase in dogs from the fifteen dogs up to the twenty-five and then from the 2twenty-five to the fifty – I was not aware of that, I was not notified by the ZBA.  The barking in 2010 was very bad and it’s only gotten worse.

Millias:  

I’m just trying to establish in my mind whether the amount of dogs created more barking or …

Scott Clawson:  

I was opposed to it in 2010, adamantly opposed to it, I spent a lot of money putting up a berm which the Town Board of Health fought me on it to try to soften the sound.  I wouldn’t have spent that money if I didn’t think the dog-barking was a problem; I didn’t do that just because I wanted to spend money on a berm.  I had to fight the Town on it; I had to fight the Board of Health on it.  It cost me a lot of money in engineering and a lot of money to put this berm up.  

Roy: I have those answers if you want them.

Millias:  

Well no, no, I was just trying to see if the times that the amount of dogs were increased were noticeably different for an abutter.

Scott Clawson:  

It wasn’t, it was very bad then and for me I think, the dogs are in my front yard basically, versus as she increased it she moved them up to the other neighbors’ yards.  So, I think they’re getting the brunt of the barking now because of the, she’s increased she had to move space to the, her front of her property in the back of the other neighbors’ yards, but prior to whenever she increased them, when she had the fifteen dogs it was bad, you know.  Like I said, I put the berm up because you know the dog-barking, I thought it would soften the sound, it didn’t soften the sound.

Millias: Thank you.

Roy: Troy, Can I ask a question?

Garron: Go right ahead.

Roy:  

A lot of this is going to be repetitive because I know that we’re also involved in an instance – barking hearing that you’ve already testified on – but I just feel like for this forum we need to just get clarification.  So Tom sort of alluded to that of what month/year did you first feel the barking was excessive and I think you answered that in 2010 when we first held a hearing, the Board of Selectmen held a hearing, I believe in 2010 when there were fifteen dogs, correct?

Scott Clawson: Correct.
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Roy:  

And then I believe you wrote us a letter in late 2012 I believe it was December of 2012 that I believe that the dog hearings began in early 2013.

Scott Clawson: Probably, correct.

Roy:  

Yes.  So did you see a significant increase in the barking in the spring of 2013 when the number of dogs were doubled?

Scott Clawson:  

I can’t say.  The increase in the barking, the barking has been consistent, constant, all the time.
Roy:  

So in your mind it’s no better, it was no worse in the spring of 2013 or onward when the dogs were doubled to fifty dogs than when there were twenty-three dogs.

Scott Clawson:
Correct.  Probably correct, yes.  We’ve been, I mean one thing I can say we’ve been through this process and Bobbi’s tried to keep the dogs quiet when the process goes on, she tries to keep them quiet, but it just comes back, you know, I mean after this process gets over, if she’s allowed to keep these dogs the barking is going to get horrendous again.  This has been, this is the third time we’ve been here doing this.  It’s not the first time, it’s the third time.  

Roy: Okay.

Scott Clawson:  

The barking just, you know, she’ll try to keep them quiet, you can come down and inspect it, you won’t hear anything for several hours and then all of a sudden, after the process is done it’s going to go back to the dog-barking.  There’s no, in my opinion there is no sound-proofing.  There has been no sound-proofing – how do you sound-proof dogs outdoors?  It just can’t be done.  

Roy:  
So, when we talk about the dog hearings of 2013, definitely I think the way that we closed that hearing out is that there had been a significant … 

Scott Clawson: Improvement

Roy:  

Improvement, thank you, for you because I know that you even came to us and said I don’t know what’s going on but whatever’s happening I’m totally happy with that – what’s been going on.

Scott Clawson:  

I read the minutes of the hearing for the 2013 and I read my statement on that and that’s why I brought up after the process got done with the dog-barking started again.

Roy:  

Okay.  So why so I know that you’ve since contacted the Police Department because of the barking dogs but prior to that after the dogs had been doubled in 2013 we don’t really have on record I believe a lot of calls from you to the Police Department and we certainly have told you over the last few months that we had no idea that you were experiencing the same amount of barking that you had.
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Scott Clawson:  

At that time when I called the Police Department they told me they weren’t going to do anything about the dog-barking, that’s what they were told by their superiors or someone else, but that’s what I was told when I had called the Police Department.

Roy: And was that after the hearings of 2013?

Scott Clawson: I believe it was, yes.

Roy: 

Okay.  So after the hearings, okay.  And then you did not really call the Police because of that.
Scott Clawson: Correct.

Roy: And then you got notification of the applicant looking to double the dogs

Scott Clawson: Correct

Roy: To a hundred dogs and that’s why you came forward.

Scott Clawson: Correct, yes.

Roy:  
And I know back in 2013 you had contacted Miss. Choate at times when you would hear the dogs barking and she would sort of move them around or try to quiet them down for you.  Since that time like over the years since 2013 have you contacted Miss. Choate?

Scott Clawson:  I have.

Roy: You have and how often would you say that you’ve contacted her to move ...
Scott Clawson:  

Enough that she threatened me that she was going to charge me with harassment.

Roy: And when would you say that occurred – was it in 2014 was it in ‘15

Scott Clawson: I don’t know the exact date, but I remember it’s on my cellphone.

Roy:  

Okay.  So, but not, how ‘bout the months leading to the increase request to the ZBA?

Scott Clawson: Which increase?

Roy:  

So prior to you getting notification of Miss. Choate looking to double the amount of dogs with the ZBA.
Scott Clawson: Right

Roy:  

In the months leading to that was it in that time-frame that you would contact her.

Scott Clawson: No I haven’t contacted her probably for two years already.

Roy: Two years.
Scott Clawson: Two years, ya
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Roy:  

So it’s been two years since you’ve done that, okay.  And have there been any recent – ‘cause I know back in, I don’t remember, I know you’ve read the minutes, but I think it’s either 2010 or 2013 there was an instance of loose dogs that, but I think that fencing was corrected so that, because I think it was horse fencing at one point that the dogs got through and would come to your property.

Scott Clawson: Right.

Roy: Has there been any recent event that a dog has been loose? 

Scott Clawson: Not recently, but there has been over the past several years, yes.

Roy:  

Okay, so when do you think was the last time that you’ve had a loose dog on your property.  

Scott Clawson: I can say a year, maybe a little over a year ago.

Roy: 
A little over a year okay and then what would you like to see as an end result to this hearing.

Scott Clawson: 

I would like to see no more dog-barking that I have to listen to; I would like to see the conditions of the dogs for the clients that come to my facility the condition to be improved greatly that they live in, the environment they live in.

Roy: Thank you.

Scott Clawson:  Thank you.    



Garron: Okay.  Miss. Choate or Mr. Gallagher.

O’Shaughnessy: 

Mr. Chairman, my name is Attorney Michael O’Shaughnessy, I’m here to represent dog owner Bobbi Choate she is the owner of Tarawood Kennels on the property subject to the petition.  To start this process I’d like to submit to the Board over thirty-one affidavits from prior customers, residents of the town, employees, effectively stating they’ve been on the property numerous times, they acknowledged that there is barking – it’s akin to one or two dogs, but it’s not excessive.  We have some more.  I don’t know what the total is cause (inaudible) come.  We have a full room of people who would like to testify as to what they’ve observed going on there.  I have some video as well I’d like to show the Board, I’d like to go through my presentation first because to be candid with you when I was here last I heard all these complaints about barking and I wanted to go seewhat was going on there myself so I will show you video that I had taken.  I have three copies of the letter that I’d like to share with all of you, I don’t have a fourth I’m sorry Miss. McSherry. 

Roy: Thank you.

O’Shaughnessy:  

Basically what I’m asking the Board to do is take a look at the statute, take a look at the wording of the statute, and that’s important because your decision affects her livelihood.  The statue was written in such a way that the legislature put a protection in there.  You really have to look at the wording of the statute; it says there needs to be a petition filed by twenty-five people who are aggrieved or annoyed by the dog-barking or them being loose on the property.  What you’ve see tonight is you’ve seen six people show up and say they are aggrieved. 
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I think that speaks volumes to what’s going on here.  If you look in my packet you’ll see I have Exhibit A – it’s a Google map of all the properties.  We have three of the direct abutters before, including Mr. Clawson, that’s fine (inaudible) I won’t dismiss what they’re saying but of the others, the vast majority of them live over a mile away, and as you’ve heard tonight, they can’t hear anything, they can’t hear anything.  I’ve also included a spread sheet in there that does a noise calculation, it’s called the inverse square law to calculate how much noise is there and that calculation assumes that there is nothing between what the noise is coming from to where it’s being received.  And of the thirty-three people, if you look at the chart, approximately two-thirds of them will hear a decibel level of fifty or less.  Okay and that’s I think is equivalent to bird singing or something along those lines.  But I have my acoustic engineer here tonight she can speak to some of that stuff and some of the things we’re providing.  So from that perspective, they have not articulated any harm that they need to proceed with this petition.  They do not, you do not have jurisdiction because they don’t have (inaudible) for.  You’ll also note in my letter I go through the dog-barking and calculations and then, you know, the petition also says that the dogs were loose well that was two years ago, and some people said something about it.  Again, they fall short of the necessary twenty-five people who are aggrieved to nearly (inaudible).  Now, if you go to the last page of my correspondence, we talk about improvements and as I represented to you folks at the last hearing Miss. Choate really wants to be a good neighbor.  She wants to do the right thing it affects her business, you’ve heard (inaudible) testimony, I disagree with that, I went out there that’s someone’s opinion.  But that’s not the subject of this hearing.  The subject of this hearing:  is there excessive barking, I say no.  Are there dogs loose, I say no.  My updates support that, and my video will support that conclusion as well.  But before I get to that and hear me testify, if you go to, I think it’s Exhibit C – so after the last hearing we talked about getting a contractor  involved, getting a consultant involved, trying to do something about the noise, I think one of the Selectmen had been at the property at one time and made some suggestions.  So basically this sketch, I’ve broken it down to four areas: you have building A, B, C and D.  Building D was where several dogs were being located near Mr. Begley’s property.  Those dogs are not there anymore.  They’re not there during the day; they’re not there during the night either, stopped (inaudible).  Area A is along their back property line, that’s where the puppies are during the day.  Video you can see a whole flock of them sitting in the corner there’s fourteen looking at you hey what’s going on here.  Building B is where the moms are kept with the puppies, and in the video you see the puppies are two to three weeks old.  The mothers and puppies are housed in there during the evening, and during the day the mothers are in crates, or kennels behind building B.  Building C is the barn.  That’s where the majority of the dogs are housed at night.  One of the things that Miss. Choate did after the last hearing was, one of the concerns was dogs were being housed in the back room of like a lean-to section of the building.  That’s not being used anymore – that’s being used for storage.  All the dogs have been moved to the inside of the building.  So they’re taking steps to try to address it.  Those are the interim remedies we’re talking about, those are the things we can do right away.  What you’ll see on that sketch is you’ll see a heavy black line.  What we are proposing to do there, I’m going to ask Nancy to speak a little bit more to that since she’s the expert, is we’re planning to either extend the fence six foot high or install new fence six foot high, whatever it is, and we are going to line the fence with a, it’s a couple of products – one’s a, it’s called a acousta-fence, basically it’s a flat mat, lay it out, that’ll help deaden the sounds.  
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The other product that we’re looking at is “echo barrier” again, something you’ll hang on the fence.  The reason we picked six feet is that’s what the statute says that’s the height you can go – if we go any higher it’s called a “spite” fence and you get the neighbors complaining oh you’ve put up a spite fence along the property line.     
Roy: 

Can you get special approval for a spite fence if the neighbors were okay with it?

O’Shaughnessy:  

If the neighbors were to agree to it we will extend it up to six feet, I don’t have an issue with that. 

Millias: Beyond 6 feet you mean. 

O’Shaughnessy: Six to eight feet (inaudible).

Roy: Okay 

O’Shaughnessy:  

But we’re not doing this we don’t want to deal with that hassle.  Inside the building itself, the side walls, the north, I’m sorry the east and west walls they’re effectively double walls because you have the horse stalls in there, so what we’re going to do is we’re going to install some of this material on the north and south portions of the building as well, that will try to keep all the sound inside – you’re not going to keep it all from coming out but if the door opens or the windows open some sounds may come out.  The windows will all be covered with this product as well.  In Exhibit D you will note that we also put together a noise mitigation program if you will for lack of a better … 

Roy: It’s under D? 

O’Shaughnessy: It’s the very last page.  

Roy: Okay I have it.

O’Shaughnessy:  

As I indicated earlier on under the subtitles facilities, no dogs will be located in or outside Building D – that was the one where the neighbor’s property line down the driveway.  We’re going to install an acousta-fence with the echo barrier or some type of sound diminishing product to try to limit the sound in the area shown on that sketch.  Again, we talk about trying to do something with the doors and windows and all that stuff.  With respect to the dogs being outdoors we’re going to set a “no dogs outdoors between the hours of 7:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M.”  
When the dogs are inside there is a huge drop-off in the decibel level of the sound that comes from the building, again I’ll ask Nancy to talk about that.  You know, again, puppies are being kept in Area A; mothers are going to be kept in Building B.  And then we go, so on and so forth.  One thing I did want to point out is the staff and training.  So one of the things we’re going to do, we’re going to always have a kennel attendant to be present in the vicinity of the dogs when they are outside.  I think that’s the case now and several times I’ve been there, there’s always been someone there, so I think that’s going on right now.  Then paragraph two talks about the disciplining collars.  Of course we don’t want to use shock collars but it’s a tool, we don’t want to rely on it, but they’re there, they’re available for use and as I understand it it’s not prohibited in the State of Massachusetts.  I’m not favoring it one way or the other, but it is allowed.  And then the last one is important.  
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The kennel will work with a trainer to develop some type of program, exercise program, cause if the dogs are bored or whatever they are, we want to get them out and moving so that they sleep at night.  At this point what I would like to do, before we hear from a pack of people, I have a video that I’d like to show – it’s on my laptop.  We can hook it up to something like a T.V. system if you want or I can just show it to you from the laptop, whatever the Board prefers I’m happy to do.
Garron: Just one question to you 

O’Shaughnessy: Sure

Garron:  

You stated that you don’t believe that the dog-barking is a nuisance or that the dogs have been off the property, then why are you spending all this money to do the sound-proofing and all the other things you’re doing?  

O’Shaughnessy:  

Because as we said the last time we were here we want to address the concerns.  It’s a business.  She has to satisfy you folks because we’ll be back here in another couple of months if we don’t do anything.  And as I said the last hearing, she’s going for an increase in dogs in her special permit.  If we don’t satisfy this now there’s no way the Zoning Board going to grant.  There’s no way.  It’s never ever going to happen.  We have to start some place.  

Roy: Could I just ask a question?

Garron: Sure.

Roy:  

I know you’re going to show us the video and that’s fine, but at some point like I had made a list of questions for Miss. Choate – will I be allowed to ask those questions?

O’Shaughnessy: I haven’t seen the questions, so …  

Roy:  

Oh, alright, I mean they’re pretty, and you can just pass, I mean they’re basically just to sort of, so she can state her case.
O’Shaughnessy:  

I have no issue with asking Bobbi to come up and respond to your questions.

Roy: Okay, ya.  Can we do that before we open it up – is that okay?

O’Shaughnessy: Did you want the video …
Roy: Oh ya, let’s do the video.
O’Shaughnessy: From the laptop? – and I can forward all the video to you folks?

Garron:  

One of the most important things is how she responds to the questions.  So if we look at the video, I’m not saying to (inaudible) but I’d like to hear from Miss. Choate, too.  

O’Shaughnessy: Sure
Roy: 

And is the video just recent from the time that we met with you a couple of weeks ago?  

O’Shaughnessy: This is the day after.
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Roy: Oh, okay.  

O’Shaughnessy:  He is talking but Roy is talking over him.

Roy:  

Which is great because there was some improvements happening with the nighttime so that’s a good thing.  So may I just ask the questions before?

O’Shaughnessy: Sure

Roy: Okay. Thank you for being here.

Choate: Sure.  

Roy:  

So how many dogs are you, do you currently, adult dogs – how many adult dogs do you currently have on your property that are owned by you right now?

Choate: There is forty-nine.  

Roy:  

Forty-nine and do you know the make-up of how many males, how many females?  

Choate: No, I do not.

Roy: And how many litters of puppies do you have currently on site?

Choate: There is four.  

Roy:  

Four and so how many puppies is that – I know that you’ve said before that an average litter is about eight, can vary, but would you say that have about thirty puppies?  

Choate: I have a litter of five, I have a litter of three and I have a litter of six.

Roy: Oh, those are small litters then.  

Choate: Correct.

Roy: There small than what, ya

Choate:  

And one litter that’s leaving this weekend, and there’s still three that are present, that haven’t gone yet.
Roy:  

Okay so, I understand from reading previous minutes that they were an average of eight puppies and you’re permitted for twenty-six litters a year, so if I do the math and you keep the puppies for eight weeks would you say? 

Choate: That is correct

Roy:  

Then on average you could have probably between twenty-five and thirty puppies that you’re caring for on a regular basis.  Would you say that?

Choate:  On the onset that would be high.

Roy:  

And so how often do you bring the puppies outside for their playtime, cause I know you have those kind of like playpens.
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Choate:  

From the age of five weeks to, depending on the weather of course, five weeks they start coming outside for fresh air.

Roy:  

And then like how often do they get to play outside for those five weeks, I mean for like, like are they out for an hour and then you bring them back to their momma’s, like how does that work?

Choate:  

Nope, they’re out all day and then their moms go in three times a day to nurse them.

Roy: Okay, so the moms nurse them.

Choate:  

And then when, at the end of the night all of the puppies spend the evening contained with their moms.

Roy:  

Okay, and so those puppies don’t typically have, they don’t have bark-collars.
Choate: Absolutely not

Roy:  

No bark-collars on the puppies.  So in a given day, like if a puppy’s like, I going to have to do the math again, but if a puppy’s five weeks old before they can go outside and they’re, you have, there’s three weeks of their life that they’re with you that they’re outside, right?

Choate: Correct.

Roy:  

Right, so, I’ll do the math later, but, so we know that, okay.  Can you hear the dogs barking from inside your house?

Choate: When they alert, yes, I can.

Roy:  

So do you have like central air or do you have wall units or do you just keep your windows open.

Choate: Windows are open – I do not have central air.

Roy: Okay.  And then, how many full time staff do you have right now?

Choate: There is six of us.

Roy: 
And so would you say that they work forty hours a week – is that an average?

Choate: Yes, thirty to forty.  

Roy:  

So thirty to forty.  So can you bring me through a typical day like today, it’s a weekday, like how much staff would you have on at once with all those, ‘cause obviously it varies from thirty to forty hours, like, take me from today, like how many staff do you have like between when you’re getting the dogs out.

Choate: 
Sure, for instance this morning Alisha was in at seven A.M. and then she was joined by another young lady. 
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Roy: At what time?

Choate:  

Ah, she came in at eight o’clock, and they started their chores which entailed putting the dogs out, feeding, clean waters, buckets being scrubbed, kennels being cleaned, shavings being added, lime if necessary for odor and neutralizer of any urine smell that might happen.  Then after the animals out, fed, watered, food, and secured, then we begin the cleaning inside in the building.

Roy:  

But so far you just have those two people on doing that, so two people can handle the fifty dogs at this point?

Choate: Correct.  

Roy: And the puppies?

Choate: Correct.

Roy: And they work together until what time?

Choate:  

Today they work together until eleven-thirty I believe, and that left one person to continue until, she was there until two o’clock by herself per se, in other words, there’s Paul and I are always there.

Roy: Yep

Choate:  

Other than an errand, and usually it’s one or the other of us, so there’s always at least himself or I, somebody over-seeing besides assistant manager and the kids that come in and the people that work so then there was … 

Roy:  

So the two people that started at seven and eight respectively have gone home at a certain time?

Choate: One of them has gone home at eleven-thirty.

Roy: 
One went home at eleven-thirty, and then the other one’s on her own but you’re there?

Choate: Correct and she stayed until one o’clock 

Roy: Yup, and then you had somebody new come in?

Choate: Then I had another girl come in from three until six-fifteen.

Roy: Okay.  

Choate: And then a night person at six

Roy: Until you put them away at night?

Choate:  

Correct.  Put them away, give them their treats, make sure everybody’s settled in for the night.  

Roy: Okay, now that’s typical for a Monday through Friday, would you say?

Choate: It’s seven days a week at least.
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Roy:  

So that’s typical for the weekends as well?  So seven days a week, you typically have two people on at the same time and then if there’s one person then you and Paul are on site?

Choate: Correct.

Roy:  

Okay, thank you, and then, so you have a pretty good schedule, like everybody knows, like you issue a schedule like on Sundays or …

Choate: They’re all on a routine schedule

Roy: They’re on a routine schedule, so they’re kind of set schedule now 

Choate: Exactly

Roy:  

Okay, and so you went through sort of some of the responsibilities of the staff and is that when so the staff when they’re preparing the dogs to go outside to their kennels, they’re responsible to put the collars on and set the levels because you’ve already determined that that’s like, I know at one point you said oh, it depends on the dog what kind of collar what the level is set to, is that something that you determine and then you let the staff know how it works or are they that schooled in that area that they now know.

Choate:  

I pretty much regulate that.  However, I have someone that’s very capable of also doing the same, coming from agricultural; you know being an Aggie student, having a lot of experience at other kennels.  They each have an individual collar, some are slight vibration, some are set at different levels, and that’s something that’s monitored by Alicia putting them out and then me to follow, or Paul to follow or follow up.  
Roy:  

Okay, so there’s three people that are really responsible for making sure you don’t really leave that to a new part-timer coming on, like that’s something that’s dictated by you. 

Choate: Absolutely not.  

Roy:  

Okay and so I notice that you, now the hours will be seven A.M. to seven P.M. that the dogs are out, cause that it used to be like eight to eight. 

Choate: I thought that was reasonable.

Roy: 

Okay, so seven A.M. to seven P.M. is the proposed time.  And then so we talked a little bit about the dogs being a little bored maybe perhaps that contributed towards some barking and I know that back in 2013 when Annie Brown was our Animal Control Officer she had gone to the property and had notated that there was some barking going on and had suggested that perhaps dogs barked for different reasons but some of the most popular ones that I know that we’ve talked about between our meetings is if they’re alert barking, or perhaps if they’re a little bored, I know that Annie had suggested putting out radios back in 2013.  I don’t know.

Choate: That we did immediately. 
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Roy: I didn’t really notice that. 

Choate:  Those are still there.

Roy:  

Is that something that you regularly do?  Is that something that you’re going to take back up again?

Choate:  

No, that’s something that we do regularly and during the day and overnight.

Roy:  

Okay, cause I didn’t even notice the radios when I was there during one of the tours, so do you have it outside and inside – the radios?

Choate: Both correct.

Roy:  

Okay.  Alright, and then, like the dogs like, do they stress bark at all, like for instance like I know that it was explained at one of the ZBA meetings that like a dog of that coat, being outside in the cold like I think Annie Brown had explained that by taking the dogs in that they won’t develop the same fur.

Choate: Correct

Roy: They then would become like a twenty-minute dog. 

Choate: Correct

Roy:  

And I know we had talked about, and I’m talking about stress barking, which is, I know you’re going to say “why does that matter” but this is what I’m trying to figure out – why the dogs are barking, and how we can kind of fix it, so I know that we had talked about and you had kind of confirmed during one of the ZBA meetings that the dogs are out in the snow except if it’s going to lose electricity then you would bring them in, but for the most part they’re built for that kind of weather, and I know that you’re working on making the cover, so maybe I don’t know if the dog would bark if they were like “hey, I’m kind of done with this” like I don’t know, is that.

Choate:  

The covers have been almost completed.  The majority of that has been taken care of.

Roy: Okay, alright.  

Choate: I’m not sure that I understood the question prior to that, however.

Roy:  

Well I didn’t know if the dogs were kind of stress barking because maybe they were outside in the rain.

Choate:  

No they love to be outside, they’re double-coated and Mother Nature gives them those defenses.

Roy:  Okay so that’s where I was kind of going … we were trying to determine.

Choate: 

But they additionally do have dog houses to go into and I just want to reiterate they are not out all morning, noon and night.  They are in.

Roy: Set at night, they sleep inside the barn.  
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Choate: In the building.

Roy: Yep

Choate: Only out during the day.

Roy:  

Yep.  So we talked about the adult dogs that we’re, the bark collars, while they’re outside and how many, and I know that we talked about dogs that you’ve identified as juveniles, so these are dogs that you’re not gonna sell because you have identified them as being “good future breeders” and so those dogs and I know you couldn’t give us an answer a couple of weeks ago about what age they are on but of the dogs that you have right now, including the juveniles, how many of those dogs have bark collars?  Or how many don’t – that might be easier to answer.
Choate: Three of the juveniles do not. 

Roy: So three juveniles don’t have, and then of course the puppies.

Choate: Correct.

Roy: Okay.  

Choate:  

And of those three, there is once in a while, they do get put on cause they’re playing being puppies.

Roy: Okay.  

Choate:  

They do also wear a very light weight light vibration collar, not to the extent of what an adult dog would use.  

Roy: Okay and do new mothers wear bark collars?

Choate: They do.

Roy: So new moms do now?

Choate: You mean as far as when they …

Roy:  

So if you have a mother dog that just delivered a litter, would you put a bark collar on her when she goes out in the back to where the B section is?
Choate:  

If need be, however they’re only out there for a short time, when the babies are little they’re with them a lot, so … 

Roy:   

Would they be more apt to alert bark though because they’re protecting their puppies do you think?

Choate:  

They’re not out long enough.  The minute they’re fussy and want their puppies back they go right back in, that’s, the mum’s with new babies are constant monitoring.

Roy: Right

Choate: Camera, surveillance, it’s right there
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Roy:  

Right, you could see where a mother dog would be back there and being done with being outside and wants to get to their puppies.

Choate: Right

Roy:  

And so do you have somebody standing by to kind of recognize that behavior?

Choate: Oh absolutely – they’re not out for more than five, ten minutes.
Roy: Okay, so the mums are only out?

Choate:  

Typically they wouldn’t even have a collar at the age when they’re young – it wouldn’t be until the puppies were spending more time alone as moms would be spending time alone.

Roy:  

I’m talking about the moms.  I know the puppies aren’t, but I was talking about the moms themselves.  So these are dogs that are adult dogs because they’ve given birth and so these are the dogs that if you’re just putting them out in the back which is the closest to Mr. Clawson’s property, that area where the moms are kept, and I don’t remember how many kennels you have there, but I think there’s at least nine kennels, they’re not always stored like there was a dad over there one day when I was there, but of those dogs they don’t typically have bark collars on when they’re outside 

Choate: 

Again, it depends on the age of the puppies and how if they’re … the time that they’re out. 

Roy: So if they’re brand new okay so if they’re brand new …

Choate:  

It has nothing to do with the bark collars on puppies it has to do with the moms and how old their puppies are.

Roy: Because they’re outside more when their puppies are older?

Choate: Correct

Roy:  

Okay, thank you okay so has there ever been an instance that a dog has received a sore on their neck as a result of the bark collar?

Choate: [shaking head no]

Roy: Never?

Choate:  

Never, and I did speak with my veterinarian today that was certainly happy to confirm that statement.

Roy:   

Okay, awesome.  And we’ve already talked about the different levels of collars and you’ve already sort of explained that.
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Choate:  

He also enlightened me that there’s several places including the Veterinary Board and I think it was the MSPCA about bark collars and no citing and not been illegal or, but we know it’s not illegal but it’s not an inhumane method if used properly.  

Roy:  

Okay, so I know that you have brought a dog trainer that hadn’t necessarily worked with your dogs, they worked with the puppies of the people who have bought the puppies but she had come in and talked a little about the bark collars and how I think that Miss. Corby had mentioned that they’re not sort of a long-term thing, that it’s something that she was willing to work with you?

Choate: Yes.

Roy: About weaning them from it.
Choate: Correct

Roy: And so is that something that you’re committed to?

Choate:  

It is, I’ve had two meeting with her and we’re currently going over shelter suggestions and practices that they use that would be beneficial for my situation and my dogs.

Roy: Awesome.  So, do you offer doggie day care currently?

Choate:  

I offer my, any puppies that have been born of my, at my facility, that they’re welcome to come back for socialization.

Roy:  

So these are dogs that you’ve sold and that you welcome them back to, to babysit during the day or overnight?

Choate:  

I welcome them back for socializations, just to come on the property and play with the other dogs, and I also do, keep them on overnights on occasion when people are going out of town.  

Roy: Okay, cause I know that when we have gone …

Choate: And once in a while it’s just a daytime scenario. 

Roy: So you don’t have a set schedule?

Choate:  

No, it’s just the needs of people that are going out of town or vacationing with their family.  

Roy:  

And how many dogs do you typically take in for those instances?  Like for instance, I know when the ZBA had gone to count your, over on your count, and I think you explained that those are dogs that you were baby-sitting.

Choate: Correct

Roy:  

So I think there were six over outside and then you had four in the house, so like how many of those dogs were just there for baby-sitting?
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Choate:  

The six that were over my limit were there and actually waiting to be picked up – the meeting ran very late, we were all disrupted with putting them away and them getting their dogs picked up and leaving and everything else so …

Roy: So how, like on a typical day, how many of those dogs would you have?

Choate: I haven’t been doing that.  

Roy: 

Since.  But prior to this, so since you stopped doing that recently because of the ZBA and about being over the net amount of dogs so …
Choate:  

They have puppy reunions pending, puppy socials pending, training classes with the trainer that spoke pending.
Roy:  

But prior to you realizing that that was making you over on your account of the number of dogs, let me just take you back cause I’m trying to figure out maybe why the barking might have been a little louder.  Those dogs, like how often would you have a dog over, for like would you have on average six a day for … 

Choate:  

Oh no, it was once a week, it’s a Sunday gathering, it’s a Wednesday night.

Roy:  

Oh no, no, no – I’m talking about when you bring a dog for doggie day care or if you bring a dog in for an over-night guest.

Choate: Infrequently

Garron: May I ask one question here?

Choate:  

In the last two months I’ve had two different dogs that stayed, one stayed seven days and one stayed three days.  
Roy: Okay
Garron:  

The question is, when you have dogs that are not yours anymore, do you put the bark collars on them or are they in any way …
Choate:  

No, they would be typically in the quiet area and not in the “huss ‘n fuss” – they’d in other words be either in my house with me because they are house dogs at home, they might be in the mud room – there’s an in between, often times they spend time in the office with me which they’re comfortable with, I’m doing paper work and everything else that’s a meet and greet, you know, people coming in to see and I can say it’s one of my past puppies that is visiting.

Roy:  

So when the Zoning Board was at the property, and I wasn’t at the property to witness the counting of the dogs, were those six dogs that were over in individual outside pens?

Choate:  

They were in the front barn I believe, two of them were two of them were in the front barn there was two there for breeding and then there was two in the outdoor pens by the moms area by my office. 
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Roy: So you were bringing two dogs in to breed?

Choate: I had two dogs there for breeding.

Roy: So are they mother dogs that you’re gonna breed?

Choate: That is correct.  

Roy:  

And then do they stay with you through the like pregnancy or whelping period?

Choate: No, they would come in to be bred and then go back home.

Roy: Okay

Choate: Typically.

Roy:  

Okay, and then, so the dogs that you have brought in, they were probably outside or in the barn because you were at a meeting?  

Choate: Correct

Roy: So you normally would not have them in the barn, sleeping?

Choate: Well, they were in two empty puppy pens near my office.

Roy: Yup  

Choate: Cause I didn’t have puppies.

Roy:  

But you’re saying that when you take these dogs in for day care or overnight guests they don’t typically mix with your regular dogs that you own and breed.

Choate: Correct.

Roy: Okay

Choate:  

Typically, depending on the dog, depending on, a couple of people are here that I watch their dogs for, it depends, it depends on the dog’s personality, ideally we’d love it if they can have a buddy and they play and they do their thing. 

Roy: But they don’t typically wear bark collars, your guests?

Choate: That is correct.

Roy:  

Okay, and then you talk about offering dog training and I know that you just said that you had to stop that, but prior to that like how many on average would you have per session?  Would you invite ten puppies for a session whenever you’ve done your training prior to …

Choate: I invite a litter, in other words seven puppies in the litter, seven people.

Roy: Okay 

Choate:  

It’s a chance for them to share stories about what’s going on with each other, see each other’s siblings, typically the customers are already know each other cause they visited their puppies throughout that eight weeks so it’s just kind of a cool thing for all of us.
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Roy:  

And so is that something that you go over like a ten-week period of time, is it like a four-week period of time or is it just a one-time training session, like how does that work?

Choate:  

There’s all different variations, it could be a day of a puppy re-union it could be one day of a socialization class and then there could be doing C-G-C which is Good Canine Citizen program which is a six-week program.

Roy: Six-week program so you have …
Choate: Once a week 

Roy: So you’ve had six-week programs of puppies coming in? 

Choate: I haven’t had, that’s part of what I’m trying to do.
Roy: Okay, so this isn’t something that you’ve done before? 

Choate: Correct.

Roy:  

Okay.  So the only thing you’ve really done before now has been taking dogs in from previous litters?

Choate: 

Correct, and I have had one particular group of three people that have been coming over, they came for four weeks in a row, socializing with each other.

Roy: And then how old are those typical dogs that come to see you?

Choate: Five months five months.
Roy: Okay and they did it over a period of four weeks?
Choate:  Correct

Roy: Okay, and then do you charge for this service, is this part of your business?

Choate: 
That’s part of the trainer’s, that’s the trainer’s, she free-lances and that’s her …
Roy: Oh, okay.  So you bring a trainer in?
Choate: Correct
Roy: And then what about the baby-sitting?
Choate:  

I do that on a volunteer, complimentary, happy to; I don’t have a set price, I …
Roy: You don’t have a set price or you don’t have a price?
Choate: I don’t have a price.
Roy: No price.  

Choate:  

I enjoy them coming back, I enjoy that owners are able to trust me to leave them and the dogs of course obviously know me and know the facility very well so it just makes it great for everybody, not to mention that I get to enjoy them while they’re with me.

Roy: Okay.  Alright, I think I’m done with my barking questions.  Thank you.
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Garron: Tom
Millias: 

I just have one question cause I’m not sure I understand.  Your current limit for adult dogs is fifty dogs?  

Choate: That is correct.

Millias:  

Do these additional dogs that are coming in for whatever reasons, is that allowed for in your special permit?
Choate:  
Well, from now I understand that that’s not allowed.  
Millias: Okay

Choate: 

I was under the impression that the fifty were mine that resided there, but it’s been brought to my attention that over and above anybody even, everybody that comes to visit now, one at a time, driving by, I’m not in compliance without removing one of my own personal dogs.  I’m very aware of that now and that’s part of what I’m addressing and why the increase that’s being asked of the ZBA.

Garron: You all set?

Roy: Mmm, hmm.  Thank you.

Garron: Thank you.  

O’Shaughnessy:  Mr. Chairman

Garron:  Your acoustic individual.

O’Shaughnessy: Our acoustic consultant here and 

Garron:  She’s been very patient.
Lady/Consultant:  Did you have questions or do you want me to talk about …
Roy: Ya, I would do the presentation and then if we have questions … 

Lady/Consultant:

I didn’t bring a presentation but let me tell you what I did.  I have been … 
Garron: 
Excuse me before you go any further could you give me your name please? 

Lady/Consultant:  

I’m sorry.  My name is Nancy Timmerman.  I’m a registered professional engineer and an acoustic consultant from Boston.  I am the consultant for Bobbi for the question of the dog barking and the questions of the, what can be done about the reducing the noise, and I provided the numbers for the some reduction for the fence that’s proposed for the facility, okay. 

Garron: One last question, how long have you been in the business.
Timmerman:  

I’ve been in business since 2001, I have been, that is to say I have my own business since 2001, I have been doing acoustics since 1974 or thereabouts, and I have been in that business the whole time.  

Garron: Thank you.
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O’Shaughnessy: 

Nancy where did you go to school and where are your credentials explain that to them?

Timmerman:  

Okay, so I have a bachelor’s in engineering from Northwestern University, I have a master’s in acoustics from MIT, I have the professional engineering license from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts – Mechanical Engineering, I have the Board Certification from a group called the Institute for Noise Control Engineering and I was their, I was a former President of that organization and the first woman to hold that a position, and I also am a member of the National Council of Acoustical Consultants which is a business group for people who are free-lancers like I am now.  

Roy: Have you done kennels before?

Timmerman: Have I done…?

Roy: Have you worked with kennels before to help mitigate sound?

Timmerman: 

I have not done kennels before, okay.  I have, however, when I was the noise abatement officer at Logan Airport for fifteen years and I understand about noise controlling, noise complaints, and that kind of thing, and some of the projects I’ve done have had fences and barrier walls used in their design recently.   Anything else on that?
Roy: No. Thank you.

Garron: And your proposal?

Timmerman:  

So the, what the, we are proposing Bobbi do on her facility is to put six-foot, well not, either erect or reinforce the six-foot fences that are along the property and put on them a material which is not porous to sound, okay.  So it’s like a wall, okay, and it will drop the sound from going through.  What’s right now most of the places along the property there is ordinary fences or chain-link fences, and they let the sound go through and by putting the material on which prevents the sound from going through it will force the sound to go over instead of through, and it will reduce depending on how close the dogs are to the fence it will reduce it by somewhere between seven and twelve decibels.  Ten decibels is rule of thumb, is about half as loud so I recognize that people are going to hear the dogs, okay.  I would not propose that anything that is in any of the designs are going to cause the dogs to cease – that isn’t going to happen.  You’re going to hear them, people hear them even when they’re very, very quiet or can, and the hope is that it will improve the situation for the two nearest neighbors, that being number eleven and number twenty-one on, I can’t remember the name of the street.

Millias: Plymouth Street

Roy: Plymouth Street

Timmerman:  

Plymouth Street.  Thank you.  And Bobbi is willing to do that, I think that’s at least my understanding, the two materials that are proposed – there’s the silent fence material and the acoust-a-bloc, no, the acousta is something else right, why can’t I think of the name, never mind,  it’s used on construction sites – they are for outdoors and they can be, they can make the fences be solid which is a problem in most of the areas right now and hopefully it will be noticeable okay, 
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whether it’s enough I can’t say but, you know, I would be wrong if I thought it would be, okay.  So, anything else I can … 

Roy: I appreciate your honesty on that.  

Garron:  

Just one last question, how durable is the material that you’re talking about, how long do you expect it to last?

Timmerman: They’re designed for outdoor use, both of the materials.

Garron:  

Buildings are designed to take weather too, but you need, occasionally they need repairs too.

Timmerman:  

So the one material is use routinely on construction sites – that’s outdoor in all kinds of weather.  The other material was designed for use on oil rigs out in the middle of the Gulf, so I believe they’re durable.  

Garron: Thank you.

Millias: 
Can I just ask how much time perhaps you’ve spent on site have you …

Timmerman: 

I was called in fairly recently, okay, so I’ve only visited the site once for two hours on Friday night.

Millias: Okay all right I’m just making sure.

Timmerman:  

And when I was there I didn’t notice any unusual barking or anything and I was given a complete tour of the facility.

Garron:  Mr. O’Shaughnessy?

O’Shaughnessy:  

Nancy, so the reduction in decibel levels when the dogs are outside is that correct?  

Timmerman: Yes this is for out, when the dogs are outdoors.  

O’Shaughnessy:  

So when they’re moved indoors, what could you anticipate the … what’s the results?

Timmerman:  

So if the walls are sealed up like it is proposed happens and the dogs are inside, the structure should provide at least twenty-five decibels of reduction.  So, I don’t know, the predictions right now are around seventy or so, so that drops it to fifty-five?  Did I do the math correctly?  

O’Shaughnessy: What’s fifty the equivalent of?  Fifty fifty-five

Timmerman: That’s like normal conversation.

O’Shaughnessy:  

And if we implement the mitigation plan plus the sound proofing, what’s the net effect in your opinion?  

Timmerman:  

I don’t know whether you’ll satisfy the neighbors or not, but you certainly went a long way.
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O’Shaughnessy: Okay you think there’ll be a reduction in the volume?

Timmerman:  Definitely.

Roy: See, I think … 
Scott Clawson: May I ask a question first?  
Timmerman: Sure. 
Garron: No.

Timmerman: Or maybe not.

Garron: Excuse me, 

Timmerman: No
Roy: No?

Garron:  

As soon as you get through.  What’s your question Mr. Clawson?  To the Board to the Board Mr. Clawson to the Board.

Scott Clawson:  

Okay, the fencing that’s going up is going up to six-foot fencing this time.  We already have an eight-foot berm that’s six feet wide – that doesn’t stop the sound.  So, is the fencing going to be above the eight-foot berm or is it going to be at ground-level?  

Timmerman: Okay, well let me try to …

Garron: Excuse me.  Just a minute just wait.  Answer me not him.

Timmerman: I can answer that question?  

Garron: Ya, to the Board.

Timmerman:  

Okay, so my guess is that the berm might be acting more as an absorber and less as a barrier okay.  I don’t know, I saw the berm when I was out there and there were parts of the berm that were not high enough to protect parts of the adjacent property.  

Garron:  

To ask a question, where do you plan on putting the fencing that’s going to be higher than the berm itself or lower?

Timmerman: No, it’s going to be inside, it’s on the property line.

Garron: Okay.  Kim?

Roy: Okay so I’m going to go back to …
Garron: Kim before you go further did that answer your question Mr. Clawson?

Scott Clawson: Yes.

Garron: Thank you.
Scott Clawson: Thank you

Garron: Kim
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Roy:  

Okay, I’m going to go back to the statement of, you know I think these are really great things and if it works how great is that but I think that you even alluded to that they’re still going to hear dog barking, the neighbors will probably still hear dog-barking, and so you know, I’m actually thinking out loud I don’t know if I should be thinking out loud but I’m fearful that Miss. Choate would be investing in this huge thing and then if it doesn’t work then you would still have unhappy neighbors and then she’s out all this money.  

Timmerman:  

Well she has taken the additional steps of the administrative things like keeping the dogs in at night and those kinds of things, and that was addressed as I understand it, some of, should address some of the things that are most annoying which would be five o’clock in the morning okay.
Roy: 

Ya I think “annoying” is also during the day for a neighbor sitting in their yard so, but we’re going to address those with the bark collars because if you can have your trainer working with you which is what I think you’re committing to, I just want to make sure.

O’Shaughnessy: 

Yes, that’s part of our program, to develop a program to try to mitigate that stuff obviously …
Roy:  Right

O’Shaughnessy:  

Dogs will bark and that’s what the issue here, there’s nothing that defines what excessive barking is or what nuisance barking is.  Is it certain times during the day, is it the frequency, that’s up to you folks to decide, you have to comply a reasonable proven standard in creating this you’re setting precedent for the Town here.  Again, I can only tell you my opinion that dog-barking every now and then – I don’t consider nuisance barking; a dog barking for twenty or thirty seconds at most, I don’t consider that nuisance barking but I’m not the decision maker here.  Again, the video doesn’t really support what I’ve heard testified to today now we can go beyond that once we show the video.  I’ve listened there couple of times a day five or so and believe me I can’t say I’ve heard anything but I don’t get the sense it’s as bad as what people have testified.
Roy: Okay
Garron: Anything else you want to add to that?  

O’Shaughnessy: You’re done with Nancy?  

Garron: Yes.

Millias: There’s a question in the back there.

Garron: Mr. Begley 

T. Begley:

Ya I would like to re-confirm that the dogs bark.  I don’t see how you guys on the Board can determine that, you’re not the neighbor.  Wouldn’t it be the neighbors that are here would like to know what’s going on, we’re not here cause we’ve got nothing better to do.  

Roy: Mr. Begley, could I ask you and I didn’t ask you earlier and I should have ... 
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Garron: May I say, thank you very much.

Roy:  

Thank you Nancy.  Ah, again, two weeks ago we held a hearing and have you seen any improvement since the last two weeks?

T. Begley: I would say a little bit, yes.  

Roy: And when did you think it’s been improved, like …

T. Begley:  

I would say early morning and then evening, but I’m gone all day so I can’t say anything about the daytime.

Roy: Okay, but you’ve seen an improvement.

T. Begley:  

A little bit, yes and the dogs do get out, they have been at my back door before – this summer – they’ve been in my woods.

Roy: This summer?

T. Begley: Oh ya, yup.

Roy: Okay.  All right.  

T. Begley:  

And it isn’t just one dog, it isn’t just two dogs, it isn’t just three dogs, it isn’t just four dogs.  It’s a pack of dogs that bark and bark and bark, and she does have staff, and occasionally you’ll hear “shut up” on top of the dog barking, “quiet”.  I mean, that’s what we hear.  I mean I’ve got better things to do like be home right now.

Roy: I understand

T. Begley:  

This isn’t – you know, like I said, Bobbi has been a great neighbor, I have no other reason to be here other than what we’re reporting to you.

Millias: We appreciate that.
T. Begley:  

All these people here are not the neighbors, we are – we’re the people that put up with it, so, you know, there’s no other, the best expert that’s here beyond the sound-proofing lady, is us.  These ears are what hear the dogs.  Okay, all times of the day.  Unless you put a big bubble up – that might work.  

O’Shaughnessy: Mr. Chairman, again 

Garron: Just a moment Mr. O’Shaughnessy, are you through Mr. Begley?

T. Begley: For the moment, for the moment.
Garron: Thank you.  Mr. O’Shaughnessy?

O’Shaughnessy:  

Again, I’ll submit these videos to the Board for you to play.  Again, these are the videos that I taped with my phone, this was taken, all these were taken the day after we just met last, because as I said at the beginning, if it’s as bad as people say I want hear it, because we have to address it.  I don’t know if the volume’s up all the way. 

Millias: It’s tough without a mouse.
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O’Shaughnessy: Ya, I know, I 

Roy: Is that a cow?  I mean a horse.

O’Shaughnessy: That’s a horse.  

Roy: Laying on the ground?

O’Shaughnessy:  

Laying on the ground.  So this one is taken at the top of the driveway, I’m turning in, because I’ll get to it I’m sitting there next to the barn, beginning of the driveway – this is about two minutes, just to give it some duration, a clip for fifteen seconds doesn’t in my opinion tell the whole story.  You hear the birds.
Roy: What time of day was this?

O’Shaughnessy:  

I guess around noon time, one o’clock, maybe two in the afternoon.

Millias: Are any of the dogs out?

O’Shaughnessy: They’re all out.

Roy: So I believe he’s at the top of the driveway. 
Millias: At the top of the driveway.
O’Shaughnessy:  

Top of the driveway, that’s the neighbor’s pool, I stood there just to try to corroborate some of the barking.  

Roy: Again, this was just recent?

O’Shaughnessy:  

Yep. - listening and watching video - That was the kennel where they no longer stored those two or three dogs out there at that time. 

Roy: Of the day you were there?

O’Shaughnessy: Ya. 
listening and watching video 
Garron: Was he aware that you were taping this?

O’Shaughnessy: What’s that?

Garron: Were they aware? 

O’Shaughnessy: Was who aware?

Garron: Jennifer – aware that you were at the top of the driveway taping this?

O’Shaughnessy:  

I think I told her I was stopping by, ya. 

listening and watching video 
O’Shaughnessy:  

Again this video’s two to three minutes long.  Again, I don’t want to take up all the Board’s time, but I think it’s it’s …

Roy: You got it; you’ve got to exit out. 
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O’Shaughnessy: 

Ya, I’m trying to exit out someplace here.  This is a, it’s another video here.  Again, you can see the dogs right here, I’m in the truck, the truck was running at the time, there’s a car (inaudible) in parking, and the birds.

listening and watching video 
Roy:  

Is this where the juveniles were housed, right?  - but they’re not there anymore.

O’Shaughnessy: 

They’re not there anymore.  That’s building D that’s what I refer it to as. 

Roy: Right

O’Shaughnessy: And this one kind of continues on, I don’t want to …

Roy: Okay, can we?  Ya

O’Shaughnessy:  

There’s actually a good one cause you’re talking about the inside with the moms and everything was doing – that’s area A, that’s where the puppies are during the day and again, this is the end of the driveway, I stood there for a few minutes just, that’s the center of the site, is there any barking going on?  I didn’t hear any, I heard one dog go off.
Roy: That could be a puppy, though.
O’Shaughnessy: So that’s …
Roy: You can hear them.
O’Shaughnessy: I don’t want to waste your time

Roy: You can hear the dog barking in that one.
Millias: Ya, I can.  I heard.

O’Shaughnessy: This one is, we’re actually going inside 

There is video of O’Shaughnessy walking around the facility.  

Millias: What am I missing, I only see one dog.
Roy: There’s a couple

O’Shaughnessy: I think at that time there was only one dog out. 

Roy: Oh, alright.

Roy: No there’s two.

O’Shaughnessy: Maybe two.

Roy: Yup, there was one up there.

O’Shaughnessy:  

So that’s, again, I don’t want to waste a whole lot of the Board’s time – I do want to show you … these are the puppies outside there are thirteen in the corner 13.  I thought it was kind of full.

Garron:  

So, can you, you said the dogs did bark once, was it because outside or noise or something on the property?

O’Shaughnessy: I don’t know why that one dog barked at that particular time.
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Roy:  

So, may I ask about, like, what age does a puppy start barking on average?  Bobbi?  Bobbi, on average like how old is a dog when they begin to bark?

Roy: I know that’s a – but … 

Choate: It depends on the individual. 

Roy: So you could have like seven vocal puppies outside, is that possible?
Choate: What age?

Roy:  

Like if they’re five weeks old and they’re hanging out outside, like could you hear some barking from the puppies?

Choate: 

Very little intermittently when they’re playing or lunch time or when the go out (inaudible).

Roy:  

I have a friend who just recently had a puppy litter and they were barking and I think they were ready to go home, so they were probably like seven weeks old.

O’Shaughnessy: 
On the next video, there’s a video I think of the moms with the little …
Roy: Ya

O’Shaughnessy: (inaudible) see them.

Roy: Ya, well, I mean I’ve seen it like in person

O’Shaughnessy:  

Okay, well again, I don’t want to waste the Board’s time, but my point is, we went through each building and that one bark is all you heard, and there’s some other videos that show the improvements that have been made since the last time we met, shows the extensions of the roof, and again it’s during the day.  You can hear a dog bark there’s a video with a radio going on in there.
Roy:  

Could I ask you about them, I didn’t notice on that video, did you cover where the moms are?   Outside like the overhang for the moms, is that done?

Wozniak: Most of the coverage is out back, yes

Roy: So, where the moms are too?

Wozniak:  

Correct.  Actually there was no overhang there was actually a wall we took down so now they have the accessible more inside and outside so actually … 

Roy: Where the moms are?

Wozniak: Where the moms are I’m sorry.

Roy: 
Ya.  So where the moms are now they can go inside to where their puppies are?

Wozniak:  

They’re not out long; they’re only for a few minutes.  I mean they’re out some time during the day, they have a lot of true light right now, as of right now there’s no tents over there, most of the tent structures are all out back there’s only (inaudible).
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Roy:  

Are you thinking about doing that?

Wozniak: Oh absolutely

Roy:

Because if it’s a rainy day, like that’s the part of your plan to cover the moms’ are as well?

Wozniak: Ya.   

Garron: Okay

Wozniak: inaudible

Garron: Speaking (inaudible) thank you.  

O’Shaughnessy: I’ll forward all the videos. 
Millias: Yes please.
Garron: I was about to say we need a copy of those.

O’Shaughnessy:  

But again, when I was there, I didn’t hear any of that complaining barking I didn’t hear anything.  

Garron: Anything else that you …

Roy: Mr. Clawson?

O’Shaughnessy:  

Again, as I said in the beginning Mr. Chairman, I don’t think there’s jurisdiction here, I don’t.  I think this … 

Roy: Who has jurisdiction?

O’Shaughnessy:  

Think the petition should be dismissed.   I don’t think the twenty-five people that demonstrated that they are aggrieved as required by the statute.  Now again, as I said last time we met, what we want to do this stuff cause we have a business we got we want to try to increase the number of dogs with a Special Permit.  If we don’t satisfy this then she’s not going to get an increase there so we want to work with you and the neighbors to try to do something to make it workable for everyone.  We have a bunch of people here tonight who would like to …
Garron: Before we get to that, one last thing; do you have something Scott?

Shawn Clawson: 

I just have a question for Kim.  I don’t know if you’re able to but can you, are you able to share your experiences I know the past couple of months you spent some time at our property taking videos with your cell phone obviously there is quite a question going on with us and the Begleys making this up.  I don’t know if you can share your personal videos and experience. 

O’Shaughnessy:  

Mr. Chairman, I would object to that.  Miss. Roy is a sitting member of a decision-making Board, she should not be testifying, she should not be providing this.  It is not her petition.
Mayo:  

Again, you’re not, I would not disagree.  I think that you can use previously collected information, documentation, things of that nature, but you’re not here to testify today, but you’re not limited to, in my view, only considering the
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information that’s put here today, and the other information that’s out there, that’s already part of the public record, in some way, shape or form, can be considered.  As far as the jurisdictional matter goes by the way, I would disagree, the Board certainly has jurisdiction.  The complaint for the petition was signed by twenty-five people.  How you act on the petition is a different story – that’s well within your discretion, from a jurisdictional standpoint you clearly have the jurisdiction sitting here tonight. 

Roy: So Shawn, I’m unable to do that at this time. 
Shawn Clawson: Okay
Garron: Say anything new Mr. Clawson?

Scott Clawson:  

Yes, I’ll come back to the videos of the dogs barking.  Just on my phone alone since March 10th I have two hundred and twenty-nine videos of dogs barking.  I don’t know where Mrs. Harmon’s attorney tries to say that the dogs aren’t barking, maybe one day, one hour, they’re not barking, but two hundred and twenty-nine videos just on my … that’s just on this phone.  I probably have five hundred other videos maybe even more, in the past several years.  If you’d like me to gather them all together, I can present them as evidence to the Board if they wish.

Garron: 

Well let me answer that in this sense, this Board has not said that the dogs weren’t barking.  We’re here to gather evidence as to the facts, the non-facts, but the situation.  In a reality side, dogs bark.  Where here to determine whether they bark excessively enough to be a deterrent to people living in the area, that’s why we’re having the hearing now.  No one on this Board has made a decision.  

Scott Clawson: Thank you.

Garron: 

The hour is getting late, what information does your witnesses have, if they do they live on the property, have they been there … 

O’Shaughnessy:  

We have fellow employees that may be worthwhile hearing from if you want.  If you don’t.

Garron: I just want to know.

O’Shaughnessy: I would like to hear from them to ask questions.

Roy:  

Can we just ask Mr. Clawson since we’re submitting video on your behalf, can he submit his recent video, is sufficient is that proper?

Mayo:  

It’s not improper [and then speaking to O’Shaughnessy] do you object to it, it will be made in a (inaudible).

O’Shaughnessy: 

I would assume I get a copy and be forwarded to me I have no issue with that.

Mayo: Unless you want to sit through two hundred videos right now. 

O’Shaughnessy: I don’t want to sit through two hundred videos either. 

Garron: I’ve got nothing to do.
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Roy: So if you could submit that to us Mr. Clawson. 

Scott Clawson: Submit them?

Roy: Yes, please.  

Garron: Are you willing to make copies of that?

Scott Clawson: Yup.  I can give you copies.   

Garron: Okay.  Thank you.  Alright, Mr. O’Shaughnessy?

O’Shaughnessy: 

Who are the three Paul I don’t know your name.  You need to introduce yourself.

Wozniak:  

Paul Wozniak, I work at Tarawood Kennels.  I started working there about a year ago.  Prior to that I actually rented an apartment from Mr. Clawson at 21 Plymouth Street – one of his three apartments out back.  I went there from 2012 to approximately 2015, roughly like July-August and then I moved out just about a year ago.  When I was there for the three years I did not hear the dogs bark.  I did hear the dogs bark once in a while – I’m a union glass laser prior to this so I worked in Boston, I’d wake up early every morning, four in the morning, I’d walk my dog along Mr. Clawson’s property, along that berm as we call it, as I walked along the berm I would, actually the dogs would bark, but when I got about one hundred feet from the barn, they stopped barking.  Other than that I never really heard the dogs bark, I always had my windows open in that apartment, and that apartment had three windows, I always had them open, and I never heard them barking and that was at the home itself.  I’m not just saying that because I work at Tarawood Kennels, I’m trying to be truthful with you guys, I’m being honest, I can give you that song and dance and tell you “poor me, poor me” but this is the truth and I’m going to stick with it and that’s it.  So bottom line is these dogs, they do bark, but they’re not a nuisance.  They don’t bark long, they bark when they’re alerted and that’s pretty much it.  These dogs are very well cared for, she takes a lot of pride in what she does.  The customers that come – the families and everything else – it’s one of the best experiences in the world.  I’ve been a glass glazer for twenty-one years [turns to look in the rear of the room] - excuse me?
Voice:  (inaudible)
Wozniak:  Do you mind?

Garron:  No.
Wozniak:  

I can’t hear him all the way in the back.  I’ve been a glazer for twenty-one years, a glass glazer, and I probably won’t go back after experiencing this job.  So, I can tell you one thing, but the biggest part was renting an apartment from Mr. Clawson for three years and I didn’t hear them barking at all – only until I got next to that berm with my dog and that was like four – four-thirty in the morning.  So besides that, the nuisance it’s not a nuisance and I’m there 24/7.

Board: Thank you.

Wozniak: Thank you guys.  
Garron:  

Now they’re going to have an opportunity to get their side.  I’ll get back to you guys.  Young lady?

I worked at Tarawood Kennels two years before I went to college.
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O’Shaughnessy: Can you introduce yourself?

Alisha:

Oh sorry, my name’s Alisha.  I worked for Bobbi for two years before I went to school and I left for a year and a half while I was at college.  Occasionally I would work for her when I’d come home and now I work for her as I returned – I moved home.  I stay at Bobbi’s house frequently, I’d say a few times a week; I’m not going to say that the dogs do not bark, because they do bark.  In the morning they’ll bark, but it’s always taken care of, so if a dog’s barking, I’m on it, I’ll take care of it, and if a dog is uncomfortable with a situation, we’ll put them in a different situation.  The dogs are well cared for, kennels are cleaned daily, I mean I got my dog from Bobbi and she’s the best thing in the world.  

Jewell:  

Hi, Sandra Jewell, I have known Bobbi for a very long time I’ve actually been coming to her property for twenty-one years, since she’s been there.  I have lived there on occasion, but most recently over the last few years.  I’m there almost every weekend, I’m there for long periods of time – I can be there from Friday night ‘til Monday morning, my kids are there, we’ve never been disturbed by the barking.  Again, there is barking, it’s not a disturbance.  I have tons of video myself of my kids playing the pool – there’ll be three different kids in the pool, excuse me, and they’re laughing, joking, in a ruckus, and you don’t hear a dog bark.  I have video of a truck that got stuck in the driveway a few weeks ago for three hours, there were three cops walking around the property; there was not one bark the whole time.  So these dogs are definitely well-taken care of, well-managed, my kids sleep there, I sleep there, never have we been disturbed by them.  I would say, though, having known them, if somebody outside the property was to come up on the property, they would definitely react to that, and that’s a dog.  My dog barks, my dog barks when somebody comes on their property.  It’s just the way they are. 

O’Shaughnessy: I know everyone wants to get out of here.

Garron:  

Believe me; I’ve got no place to go but home.  Anybody else? Yes ma’am.

Heath:  

Hi, my name’s Mary Heath.  I’ve gotten two shepherds from Bobbi, I’ve been going there for quite a few years.  Her dogs are well-taken care of, my dogs are awesome.  I’m sorry about the other lady back there with her dog.  My dogs are the best thing that ever happened to me.  She cares about all her animals.  I go there, I have play time with my dogs with her dogs, I’m welcome any time – she’s the best.  It’s very clean and her dogs are just well-taken care of.

Garron:  Thank you.  Yes sir?

Rusafeld:  

My name is Bernie Rusafeld I’m from Scituate, Massachusetts, I am, I run a small computer company and Bobbi Harmon is one of my customers.  I looked it up today – I have visited her in the last ten years and four months, I’ve visited her seventy-four times.  I’ve never heard excessive barking.  In the last few years, even when I drive over the property, they do not bark.  We have two dogs in our house – show dogs – they bark more than Bobbi’s fifty, fifty? dogs, I can’t believe it.  There’s fifty dogs there?  Our two dogs make more noise than her fifty.  I’m very glad that the people that petitioned here tonight against Bobbi are not our neighbors because we would be miserable with the phone calls they would
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make about our dogs.  Our dogs only bark when somebody turns around in our driveway, and that’s ten times a day, over six months’ time, ten times a day, that’s eighteen hundred times – well I can make a movie about that.  What did surprise me though, in Scituate, the by-laws are very specific about what excessive barking is - they have it quantified, and this evening, I wanted to know what I was talking about and I looked up the by-laws in Halifax.  If I have a little yappy dog that barks twice and my neighbor takes offense, I could be ending up here.  The excessive barking laws in Halifax do not protect dog owners.  Thank you.

Roy: Thank you.

Garron: Yes, ma’am?  Young lady?

Nicole:  

Hi.  Good evening, everyone.  My name is Nicole.  I’ve actually known Bobbi for over a year now.  I’m fifteen years old.  We just got a shepherd from her about a year ago, and I just wanted to share my personal experience volunteering at her kennels.  She’s taking care of her dogs very well, and all the time that I’ve been there, I have not heard any excessive barking.  The dogs, I actually work there because, I volunteer there because I don’t, I like the tranquility, I like the atmosphere – it’s just a wonderful place to be around, and her dogs are well-taken care of, they get brushed, they get taken outside, they get fed, they get socialized – it’s just a dog’s dream come true pretty much.  I know some people might say about that Bobbi has a “puppy mill” or that she doesn’t take care of her dogs, but she does the complete opposite.  So, thank you very much.

Garron: Thank you.  Yes, ma’am?

Evans:  

Hi, I’m Kathy Evans and I’ve known Bobbi for over ten years now.  And I’d say that as far as her dogs go, my niece adopted one of the retired mothers and she’s just a wonderful dog – very quiet respectful.  And a few months ago I was at Bobbi’s house for, I stopped by because I had some papers that needed to have, to do with horses, but when I came to her house, I had no idea she had fifty dogs there.  I didn’t know until just now that she has fifty dogs there.  I didn’t hear a single dog bark, she had a couple of her dogs out in the yard, but they were very quiet, they didn’t bark when I came on to the property, so just my experience is totally different from what I’m hearing from other people, so I just wanted to share that.   
Roy: Thank you.

John:  

Hi, I’m John I’ve known Bobbi my entire life.  I just wanted to speak as far as training of the dogs, we got a shepherd from Bobbi probably like in ’99 – 2000 and he was trained, perfectly trained – never a problem, never any complaints.  We have a VHS, if you have a VCR I can bring that of the training.

Garron: 

Excuse me, let me ask you a question.  How does this pertain to the dogs barking?

John:  

I just figured that it would be good to hear, so somebody spoke about her dog not being able to be trained.  Thank you.

Garron: Thank you.  Ma’am?
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Nicole: 

Hi, my name is Nicole Shulman I live here in Halifax and I’ve known Bobbi for about four years now.  I wandered into Bobbi’s kennel about four years ago because I had an obsession with wanting to own a Shepherd, which I still do not have and it’s breaking my poor heart.  But, my family has had Shepherds since I was a toddler, and I’ve seen bad Shepherds and I’ve seen bad breeding situations, and I was so surprised in the best of ways by what Bobbi has going on.  When I first walked on to her property, I was blown away by the fact that there were no secrets at Tarawood Kennels.  You walk on the property, and you are family.  You have questions, they are answered, and not only are they answered, but Bobbi brings you back and shows you …
Garron:  

Excuse me, not meaning to cut you off, but how’s that relevant to the dogs barking?

Nicole:  

Yes, so going back and looking in the kennels out in the area where it’s the area where the barking is complained about:  have I seen the dogs bark – yes.  But I’m personally really, really amazed at how quickly they stop.  Dogs bark, alert barks are all I’ve ever seen – if people come in and something’s new, they bark – it’s what dogs do.  They start going, one you know “hey, knock it off” from Bobbi, they’re done within thirty seconds – silent, and I was blown away.  Somebody’s been around dogs their entire life, most dogs don’t do that.   Thank you.

Garron:  

One last – yes, ma’am.  I’ll get to you young lady.

Hi, my name’s Evelyn Choling.

Roy: What is your name?

Evelyn: Evelyn.

Roy: Evelyn?

Evelyn: Choling.   You’re not going to get the last name, right?

Roy:  No, it’s okay.

Garron: Choling. 

Roy: I’m just taking notes – don’t worry.  

Evelyn:  

I met Bobbi approximately three years ago.  I had been on her property to visit the new puppy that we purchased and amazed at the fact that when we went there, very limited barking – you drive on her property, you hear one dog “ruff, ruff, ruff” and it stops.  I stayed there with my puppy, visited, left – no sound.  That happened when my puppy was born, I picked the puppy up eight weeks later.  So I was visiting twice, maybe three times a week.  No sense of barking, like I said, you drive on the property, you may hear a “ruff, ruff” and then it stops.  Thank you.

Garron:  

Thank you.  And just a moment, you had your opportunity.  In all fairness to all that have spoke and Mr. O’Shaughnessy included, you’re not there 24/7.  People that are living there may hear things that you don’t hear.  

Woman’s voice: Can I ask 
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Garron: 

Excuse me, excuse me.  Unless you’re there 24/7 and you’re living there in the middle of the night you can’t hear, possibly hear everything that’s going on.  That’s all I’m saying.  You don’t live on the property, you don’t live that close to it, and I know for a fact, because I’ve bred dogs, is that if the owner or someone they’re familiar with, is with a stranger coming on the property, they may not bark, because they recognize the odor, and the scent, and the person.  So, that being said, thank you for your input.  The Board has any more questions?

Garron:  Ma’am, you want to get up and come to the mic, please?

Woman speaks:  

Earlier Mrs. Roy asked if any of the dogs ever injured by bark collars. 

Garron: Want to give your name again, please.

Thorp: 

Lisa Thorp and if you look at the meetings from the 2013 meeting, the minutes, it stated that when Annie Brown showed up at the property that none of the dogs were wearing their collars because they all had sores on their necks, because of these collars.  But yet none of the dogs have been injured by these collars?

Garron: Thank you.

Roy: Thank you.

Millias: Thank you.
Garron: Now, we have one last thing.   

Voice from Audience:  (inaudible) for a second, please.

Garron:  

No.  Thank you.  Mr. Begley, you’ll be the last person to speak on this issue.
T. Begley:  

It all boils down to what is the truth, and that’s what I’m here to tell.  The dogs bark, I wouldn’t be here otherwise, Bobbi’s been my neighbor for probably twenty years now, we’ve been friendly, never had any issues with her – like I said she’s been a great neighbor.  I can say that.  It’s the dogs.  I mean, how can you have fifty dogs and not deal with the barking.  The neighbors are the experts, and if there was not an issue, why would Bobbi spend money to quiet dogs that don’t bark.  I mean that sounds like a waste of money to me.  She says they don’t bark, we say they bark, so if there’s no barking dogs why would she spend a penny to rectify the problem.  It makes no sense to me.  If we’re lying, why would you spend one red cent… or for stretching the truth, whatever you want to call it, why would you spend one penny, especially when you run a business.  

Garron:  

Okay, point taken.  Thank you.  Mr. O’Shaughnessy, you have anything further?

O’Shaughnessy: 

I’m done for the evening Mr. Chairman you know my position.   You have my letters and my correspondences, you have my affidavits you have videos again it’s our position that there is no excessive barking there is no nuisance barking and again the barking that the neighbors do hear we have mitigation proposal that we’re willing implement to try to make this work so everyone’s satisfied.  Ms. Choate would like to say one last thing to close out this hearing to the Board. 
Garron: I suppose you have that right, yes.
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Choate: 

I’d just like it to be known that since the last meeting that we were here involved in, all dogs have been removed from the building labeled “D” which is closest to the Begley’s so to say that there’s … I don’t understand there’s no dogs in and there hasn’t they’ve been all moved were moved and put into (inaudible) being here upon our last meeting.
Garron:  

Okay.  So with that, if you’re affable to it, I would really like to have our ACO visit the property, and verify that – that the dogs have been moved and that they’re not there.

O’Shaughnessy: Absolutely.  Absolutely.

Garron: Tom?

Millias:  

I’m not sure – I’m going to flip to counsel for correction here:  is this an appropriate time, I believe it is now incumbent upon the Board to authorize somebody to investigate for the Board?  Would this be an appropriate time to entertain a motion?

Mayo:  

Ya, I believe it would be.  The Board has an obligation to conduct an investigation into the matter based on all of the information and to follow up on any and all the information that is provided tonight whether it be oral or documentary and I think at some point reconvene and take up the matter again for a discussion and ultimately a vote.
Millias:  

Because of the obvious, I would like to move that we appoint Selectman Roy to conduct an investigation.  She seems to be the most knowledgeable in this whole issue, and reconvene this hearing at a time certain which would be when … when should we should reconsider?

Roy: We need a few weeks to be honest with you.  Where did Charlie go?

Millias: I was just looking for him.  

Garron: Pam, what do we have on our agenda for our next meeting?

Millias: I hope you’re not uncomfortable with that.

Roy: No, it’s fine, but I’m not going to be able to get it done by the twenty-third.

Garron: 

The reality is that anyone sitting on this Board has the right to investigate if they like.  If you don’t want to be the point person …

Roy: No, it’s fine, it’s fine, I’m happy to do it, but …
McSherry: On the twenty-third we have …

Roy:  

I won’t be able to do it on the twenty-third to be honest with you because there’s a lot of information that needs to be … 

McSherry: There’s another dog hearing too.  We have Jennifer coming back.
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Roy:  

How does that work, Larry?  We have the regular barking hearing scheduled on the twenty-third.  Is that something that we can, cause this seems to be over-lapping.

 

Mayo:  

Certainly dove-tails in itself, and they are different statutes, I think the statutes serve different purposes, in my view perhaps then again, it’s the Board consideration that at its next meeting, the twenty-third that is, but maybe appropriate at that point to table the matter and move it to the next hearing in which you consider the situation under this statute so that you can address things in one fell swoop – in my mind.   

O’Shaughnessy:  

You weren’t here at the last hearing I think there’s an issue here in jurisdiction as well the statute requires a written complaint, there’s no written complaint.  But as far as if the Board is interested in tabling it and having dual meeting for lack of a better description, I’m not opposed to it; I think it’s a better use of time.  But it’s your meeting.

Millias: When would be the earliest that we can do?

Roy:  

I would need probably a week after the twenty-third, I would need at least a week, cause I don’t even know what that really entails Larry, but you’ll have to kind of walk me through that. Ya so
Millias: Do you have to perform that within a certain window?

Roy: I know, like how does that work?
Mayo:  

Well I think the decision under this statute has to be issued immediately upon the closing of the hearing.

Roy: Okay, so we’re not closing this hearing. 

Mayo: 

We’re not closing it, we’re continuing it at this point, and I think in the interim in the sense of status quo is when you (inaudible).

Millias: Right

Roy: Okay, so we can continue it ‘til 

Garron: September what?

McSherry: Ya, cause the 23rd …
Millias: The week after 30th.
Roy: Ya

McSherry: That’s September 13th. 
Roy: Ya but, we can’t wait that long.  Ya, we definitely can’t wait that long.  

Millias: When’s Labor Day, Labor Day’s the 5th?
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Roy:  

Labor Day is the 5th.   Do, I mean, I, well can we, let’s say we continue it to the 30th, and what if for some reason like we haven’t, so I’m going to compile all this information, right, and then I would present it on the 30th?  I mean the next hearing?  

Mayo:  

I think, you know, that’s the way I would perceive it, ya, you’ll be compiling the information and presenting what you found to the Board and …

Roy:  

Okay.  But we can still continue it after that, like let’s say I present something and then some other questions come up as a result of it.  
Garron: I don’t think so 

Roy: No, no, I just want to know the process so we know what we’re doing.

Mayo:  

I don’t see a reason you couldn’t.  You know the point here is to be able to conduct a full and fair thorough investigation.

Roy:  

Right, so what if I come up with, I say okay, this is what I found out, but then there’s some disagreement then … you know, we don’t really know what’s going to…
Mayo:  

I think at some point you’d have to be certain as to what’d you think an investigation is been completed and that it’s thorough.  Unless and until you meet that criteria then I think you have the right if not the obligation to continue it for as long as necessary to make that objective.  
O’Shaughnessy:  

Ya, I don’t disagree with you.  You know obviously I would expect something from (inaudible) disagreement given the opportunity get your findings 

Roy: Right, absolutely.

O’Shaughnessy: To discuss it ya 

Roy:  Ya

O’Shaughnessy: I don’t have a problem with that.

Roy: Okay.  

O’Shaughnessy: I wouldn’t take exception to that.

Roy: Okay.  So do you want to set it for …

Garron:   September 30th?

Roy: Ya, and then at least … 

Garron: What day does the 30th fall?

Roy:  

The 30th is a Tuesday.  We could do it on a Wednesday, it would be probably better because I have a meeting. 

Millias: That’s fine.

Roy: Ya
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Garron: Wednesday’s allowed to (inaudible)

Roy: 

So Wednesday the 31st?   Oh, darn tootin’ – we can’t, it’s tough to.  Alright, you know what, we’ll do Tuesday the 30th ‘cause I’ll figure that out.  

Garron: Okay

Roy: Ya

Garron: That okay with you?  

O’Shaughnessy:  The 30th?  I ask you if Mrs. Roy is unable to … 
Garron: We’re talking September 30th, right?

Roy: No, we’re talking August 30th
O’Shaughnessy: That’s what I thought.
Roy:  Ya.

O’Shaughnessy:  

All that I would ask is, if there is, for whatever reason, you’re unable to make a …

Garron: A definitive decision.

O’Shaughnessy: (inaudible) so that we’re not dragging 

Roy: 
Oh, ya.  So, okay, so let’s just ask about this.  So this was sort of like a fact-finding, people made their case, we asked questions, and so at the next hearing I would sort of present what my findings were based on the testimony, correct?

Mayo: Based on the testimony.

Millias: And anything else

Roy: Anything else, right.

Mayo:  

And following up on that, chasing down, for lack of better words, those leads if there’s anything there you feel like can be chased down.

Roy: Okay.

Garron: You become the CSI.
Mayo:  

Like I said, the statute gives you broad authority, but it’s also very vague in a sense you’ll agree [aiming at O’Shaughnessy] you know the decision you’ll have to come to really has to be reasonable.

Roy: But it’s not my decision.
Mayo:  

No, no, no – it’s the Board’s but it has to be enough information so that the Board can make a reasonable, well-founded decision.

Roy:  

So, as part of that hearing, Larry would people make testimony again or no?

Mayo: Not necessarily

Garron: Not necessarily
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Roy:  

Okay.  But like if I present something and somebody has like clarification or has a question about it, Miss. Harmon has a question about it, or one of the petitioners, Mr. Begley has a question, like will they be able to ask that question at the hearing on the 30th?   

Mayo: 

I think that’s a, I don’t see a reason as to why the Board cannot entertain a question

Roy: Okay I don’t mean to ask too many questions, this is very new to all of us.

Mayo:  

It’s still part of the hearing, it’s still part of the open process.  But again, at some point you need a basis to make the final conclusion.

Roy: Okay alright.

Garron: Okay?  Satisfied?  The 30th – what time?
Roy:  Seven-thirty is that okay?

Garron:  

Make it seven forty-five that way it gives [us] an opportunity to take care of our regular business.

O’Shaughnessy: That’s a Tuesday?

Roy:  Ya

Garron:  Tuesday.

Millias: The 30th
Roy:  So say seven forty-five.
Millias:  So we need a second. 

Garron:  I moved it.

Garron:  Is there a second?

Millias:  You need second.

Garron:  All in favor?

Roy:  Did we ever vote on me being the …
Millias:  We’re doing that now

Roy:  That’s now – okay 

Millias: moves

Roy:  Aye

Roy:  Ya, I’ll make a motion that we continue this through August the 30th 

Millias:  I’ll second that.
Roy: Troy we just made a motion that we continue this hearing to the 30th.

Garron: Is there a second?

Millias: Second

Garron: All in favor?

Garron: Aye
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Millias: Aye

Roy: Aye

Garron:  

And I’d like to thank you all.  I’m not taking any more questions or statements.    I thank you all for coming tonight and I’ve tried to be as fair as possible with this with the crowd and hopefully you’ve got your questions answered or had an opportunity to make your statements.  If not, ta-ta.  Have a good night.  
Halifax Fireworks/Appointment

Still waiting for recommendation of the Halifax Fireworks Committee for Cesar Calouro (Committee is meeting on Wednesday, August 10).
Firefighters Union
Just so the Board’s aware the Union has elected William Palma as the Union President and Robert Malone as the Treasurer.  

Fire Chief/Training Program

The Fire Chief will attend the MA Firefighting Academy Chief Fire Officer Management Training Program for thirteen weeks (on Thursday) from September to January in Stow MA.  
Sale of Town Lot

Seelig informed the Board that Mark Jordan owns several lots on either side of Wamsutta Avenue.  Some of his lots are separated by the stub end of Holly Street and he is interested in purchasing the stub end from the Town in order to unite his lots.
The Town accepted the stub along with the rest of Holly Street back in 1942.  If the Town wanted to proceed on the matter, Seelig recommends that the Board hold a hearing and notify the abutters.   However, one or more parties may be using this stub street to gain access to Monponsett Pond therefore it would be better to notify all property owners within a certain radius of the stub end and do more publicity (notice in the newspaper) about the possibility of discontinuing the road. 
A quick read appears to indicate that the Board could discontinue the road (MGL Chapter 82, Section 23A).  Town Meeting also appears to have the ability to do this and the Board may wish to have the Town Meeting make the decision.

If the Board or the Town wanted to discontinue the stub end it would, at the same time, take any rights via eminent domain that any party might have had to traverse the stub end before Holly Street was accepted.  That way, the only parties who would have a right to the stub end would be the direct abutters (in this case, Mr. Jordan).

However, for any of this to happen, the Board needs to decide if it wishes to entertain this matter at all.   Seelig is not asking  for a decision tonight and will bring  it back to the Board in a couple of weeks, but the Board should think about which way you want to proceed, if at all.  Millias said that it would be process and would like to look at it a little more.  
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Trailer Permit

The Building Inspector has issued a trailer permit for Leonard Teceno for 159 River Street with an expiration date of October 2.  This is in connection with a new house being built on the property.  Mr. Teceno has been supplied the necessary forms and information in case he wishes to continue the permit after October 2nd.
Audit Engagement Letter

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously authorized the Chair, Troy E. Garron, to sign the engagement letter with the Town’s auditing firm. 

Council on Aging/State Grant

If the Economic Development legislation is signed by the Governor “as is” tomorrow, then the Town will be eligible for a $200,000 grant from the State for the planning and construction of the Council on Aging center.  
2017 CoA Formula Grant

Moved by Garron and seconded by Roy, the Board unanimously affirmed Barbara Brenton and Kim Roy’s signatures on the FY2017 State Formula Grant for the Council on Aging.  

Seelig informed the BOs that Representative Calter’s office notified about Economic Development bill that’s going to be signed tomorrow by the Governor for $200,000 for the design construction for Halifax Council on Aging building.  

Solar Field/Summit Street

Kozhaya Nessralla has given the Town notice that he intends to lease his land at 69 Summit Street for a solar field and out of Chapter 61A (agriculture).  Since this is a lease, if the Town was interested in purchasing it, it would need to have an appraisal done to determine the value of the land (currently assessed at $478,020) and then we have to go through Town Meeting, get money to purchase the property.  Millias asked how many acres is it and Garron said ten or twenty.  Seelig stated that if there was interest he could send out a note to the departments, which Garron thought they should do so somebody does not come back later saying they didn’t know, which  Millias agreed.  Seelig will send a note out to the departments.  

Palmer Mill Road - Jordiss Rain Estates

The Planning Board is reviewing plans for the above mentioned subdivision.  The plans are available in the Planning Board office. 
Monponsett Pond Signs

Seelig showed the Board a draft of the proposed Monponsett Pond signs that he is working on with a sign company to do.  He has asked them for an estimate for the cost of the four signs.  The West Monponsett Pond sign would be located at the Route 58 boat ramp, 5th Avenue Beach, and 4th Avenue Boat Ramp.  The East Monponsett sign would be located at the Route 36 boat ramp.
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Water Department - Chlorine Levels

The Water Department has responded to EPA’s concern about higher than allowed levels of chlorine in the effluent.  Some of the previous measurements were inaccurate and the Water Department will change the length of time the water is in contact with the de-chlorination agents so as to lower the amounts in the effluent.

Mudfest Fall Event

Seelig informed the Board that they have a possible appointment with Bob Bergstrom on September 13th.  Because the BOS had a discussion this past spring on zoning issues at the location where he has previously had his events, he is recommending that the Board get advice from the Zoning Enforcement Officer as to whether the land is zoned properly for this event.  He understands that the event was allowed last spring because we didn’t want to cancel it (planning the event  was already in motion) but now we know months in advance of the possibility of him having it in November therefore the best thing would be to get an opinion from the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  He continued to say that he knows this is a very popular event and attracts a lot of people and we have never gotten any complaints (besides traveling up and down Hemlock too fast) about the operation of it.  Seelig said that if he needs to get a special permit then we can tell him he needs one and if approved then Board can issue him a live entertainment permit.  But if he can’t do it on that property then at least he’ll have advance notice before signing contracts and it costing him money.  

Roy said that she thinks Bergstrom is aware of the situation and McSherry said that when he came to the office she told him that the use of the land was brought up regarding his last event (June 2016).  
Seelig does not know if he has been proactive enough to go see the Zoning Enforcement Officer and McSherry said that Bergstrom said that last spring he and Mr. Nessralla went and checked and Mr. Nessralla said that he is covered as conservancy land.  Millias said he still needs a special permit. 

Seelig said that if he needs a special permit he needs to be on conservancy land.  He does not think Bergstrom has applied for anything and no one has seen any plans showing that it is on conservancy land.  He continued to say that the BOS needs to do their due diligence so that they are ahead of the curve on this.  Roy asked if Seelig wanted a motion that the Board send a letter and he said yes. 

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to send a letter to the Zoning Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Rob Piccirilli, inquiring of whether or not the location of Mudfest is proper.
Reappointments

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to reappoint the following individuals to the various boards, committees and commissions:
	John Shiavone
	Cable T.V. Advisory Committee 
	term exp. 6/30/17

	Joy Marble
	Holidays in Halifax 
	term exp. 6/30/17

	Kozhaya Nessralla
	Town Director of County Cooperative

Extension Service 
	term exp. 6/30/17

	Joy Marble
	Youth & Recreation Commission
	term exp. 6/30/19
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 10:46 p.m. to discuss contract negotiations for Patrol Officers, Highway and Dispatch.  

	Troy E. Garron
	-
	Yes

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Kim R. Roy
	-
	Yes


Garron and Roy both announced that no statement would be made at the end of the Executive Session and the Board would not reconvene in open session.

--------------

Moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board voted as follows to come out of Executive Session at 11:00 p.m.

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Kim R. Roy
	-
	Yes


MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Roy and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m.

-------------------------------------------------

Kim R. Roy
Clerk

/pjm

