INSPECTION  DETAILS



Site: Bohl – French’s Mill Road, Altamont
Date: June 21, 2008
Topography: The property can best be described as being relatively flat on the front portion proposed for three building lots with a gradual decrease in elevation from the north corner along French’s Mill Road , where the elevation is approximately 230 ft. AMSL, with a downward slope to the south and southwest to a low area of 190 ft. to 200 ft. AMSL where the Normanskill flows into the low portion of Lot #4. While Lot #1 has a gradual slope to the south, there is a slightly higher area which runs back to the approximate location of the proposed dwelling on that Lot. The rear portion of building Lots #2 and #3 have a gradual rise. To the rear of Lots #2 and #3, on the portion of Lot #4 which runs between Lots #2 and #3 and the rear boundary of the property, there is a gradual increase in elevation until about 100 ft. to 250 ft. of the rear southeast boundary at which point the terrain become steep and rises to an elevation of approximately 250 ft. AMSL. Beyond this ridge, there is a steep drop down to a stream which runs along the base of this rear boundary. Besides observation made at the time of the June 21st site visit, topography noted is based on the Concept Plan drawing, TopoZone Map and 1980 US Dept. of Interior Geological Survey map.

Vegetation/Trees: According to the presenter, Mike Tucker, and as shown on the Concept Plan, much of the property is treed. As he noted and was observed at time of June 21st site visit, much of the front area is covered with brush while the rear portion is treed. There is very heavy brush on some of the areas of the building lots, such as on the area noted above where the dwelling on Lot #1 is planned. Likewise, on the rear area of the property the brush is heavy leading up to the higher elevation at which point the area is well treed with less undergrowth. There is a stand of trees which runs along some of the boundary between Lots #2 and #3 and then continues toward the rear of the property.  The southwest boundary of Lot #3 is has a stand of tall trees which run along the northeast boundary of the major wetlands of Lot #4.  Most of the trees on the property including those on the high portion at the rear are hardwoods. Near the southeast corner of this high treed area white as well as black birch were observed. Infinigy environmental project manager Daniel Schweigard, who accompanied GCAC on the June 21st site visit, also noted jewelweed, a wetland indicator and a natural treatment for poison ivy, amongst the vegetation observed on the property. It should be further noted that the area of Lot #4 along Frenchs Mill Road is very heavily wooded.
Soil: According to the presenter, the soil is mostly silty loam. A review of Sheet #11 of “Soil Survey of Albany County, New York” by James H. Brown (1992) indicates the following related to the types of soil on this property. The front third of Lot #1, including the area where the proposed dwelling is located, has UnA soil. To the east of this, south of the Town lot is a strip of ScA soil about 300 to 400 ft wide by about the same measurement long. To the south of this area is a small strip about 90 to 130 feet wide extending across most of this portion of the lot. At the west end of this Ra area, there is a very small segment of Te soil. A strip of ScB soil runs along the east boundary of this lot. Near the rear southwest portion of Lot #1 there are small segments of UnA followed by ScA soils.  A small wedge of HuB soil cuts across the front potion of the driveway leading to the dwelling on Lot #2. The soil on which the proposed dwelling as well as 200 to 380 ft back from the Road has UnA soil. To the rear of this triangular shaped area there is an area of Ha soil which extends back about 700 ft from the Road. The north side of this area has a small triangle about 75 ft at its widest point running along the boundary to Lot #1 for about 275 ft. of UnA soil. Behind this is another area of UnA soil about 150 to 200 ft. wide followed by a similar size area of ScA soil. This is followed by a strip about 150 to 175 ft. wide of ScB soil. At both rear corners of Lot #2 there are small triangles of HuE soil. On Lot #3 there is a large area including the location of the 
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proposed dwelling and driveway that extends back about 1130 ft. along the southwest side from the Road of Te soil. Along the northeast side of this portion of the lot there is Ha soil on a triangular segment about 675 ft. long and 175 ft wide. To the rear (southeast) of the Te area there is a 150 wide strip about 125 ft wide of UnA soil. At the southwest corner there is a small area of RkA soil, Likewise there is a small area of HuE at the southeast corner of the lot. There also appears to be a very smack wedge of ScB soil which cuts into this HuE area as well as a very small area of UnA which cuts into the front portion of the Ha soil area along the boundary separating lots 2 and 3. On Lot #4, Te soil runs along almost the entire northeast boundary separating Lot #4 from Lot #3. This runs down to the creek. There is a narrow strip of Te along part of the area along French’s Mill Road. On both side and to the rear of this is an area of Wo. Most of the area beyond the Normanskill is Fx as is a small area along the northwest side of the creek. Further to the west of this Fx enclosed area are small strips of HuE CeB and CoD soil. There also appears to be a small sliver of Te soil along the far west boundary about 300 ft. from Frenchs Mill Road. At the southern most tip of Lot #4 there is an area about 350 ft. wide of Te soil. To the east of this there is an area about 225 ft. by 250 ft. of ScA soil. Small areas of RkA and ScA are noted just beyond (to the east) of the Normanskill as it takes its final bend before heading to the point along the property boundary where it makes its way off the property at the south most corner. Along most of the southeast boundary there is a strip of Ha soil. To the north of this is a large area of HuE soil within which there is a 500 ft. by 150 ft. area of CoC and to the northeast of this CoC area is a funnel shaped area of HuB soil. These areas of HuE and Ha are the rear portion of the property containing the sloped heavily forested land.  
A brief description of these fourteen soils follows with some of the limitations of these soils noted.
CeB – Castile gravelly loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes – This gently sloping soil is very deep and moderately well drained. The seasonal high water table in this soil is at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet from March to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate to moderately rapid in the surface layer and subsoil and rapid to very rapid in the substratum. Available water capacity is moderate, and surface runoff is slow. The main limitation of this soil on site for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Foundation drains and protective coatings on basement walls will help prevent wet basements. Also, diversions and interceptor drains placed between the house and nearby hills will carry some of the excess water away from the site. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets is the frost-action potential. Using coarse textured subgrade or base material as fill material for roads helps reduce frost action. A drainage system will remove excess water. 
CoC – Colonie loamy fine sand, rolling This rolling soil is very deep and well drained to somewhat excessively drained. The seasonal high water table is at a depth of more than six feet, but may fluctuate to within 3 ½ feet of the surface for brief periods in early spring. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. The main limitation for dwellings with basements is the excessive slope on rolling topography. Designing dwellings to conform to the natural slope or landscaping helps overcome this limitation. Main limitation for local roads and streets is the slope. Soil has a poor filtering capacity. 

CoD – Colonie loamy fine sand, hilly - This soil is very deep and well drained to somewhat excessively drained. Slopes range from 15 to 25 percent. Typically the surface layer is dark brown loamy fine sand about 7 inches thick. The subsoil is 61 inches thick. The substratum is brown loamy fine sand to a depth of 80 inches or more. The seasonal high water table in this Colonie soil is at a depth of more than six feet, but it may fluctuate to a depth of forty inches for very brief periods in early spring. Depth to bedrock is more than sixty inches. Permeability is moderate rapid to rapid. The available water capacity is low and surface runoff is rapid. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is the slope. The main limitation for local roads and streets is also the slope. The slope increases the cost of grading and excavating. Constructing roads on the contour whenever possible or land shaping and grading help overcome the slope limitation. In some areas, if the vegetative cover has been removed, wind erosion is a hazard. The main limitation affecting the
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Fx –  Fluvaquents-Udifluvents complex, frequently flooded -This soil unit consists of very deep, nearly level, very poorly drained to moderately well drained loamy soils formed in recent alluvial deposits on flood plains. These soils are subject to frequent flooding and are commonly wet. Bedrock is generally at a depth of more than 5 feet. Permeability, the available water capacity, organic matter content, and soil reaction vary with the composition of alluvium. County soil survey notes that most of the acreage is used as woodland or pasture or is idle. These soils are not suited to urban uses because of periodic flooding and prolonged wetness.

Ha – Hamlin silt loam – This nearly level soil is very deep and well drained. It is on flood plains along large streams and the Hudson River. The seasonal high water table in this Hamlin soil is at a depth of 3 to 6 feet from November to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate. Available water capacity is high, and surface runoff is slow. The soil is subject to occasional flooding for brief periods from November to May. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is occasional flooding. Other nearby soils that are not subject to flooding are better suited to this use. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets is flooding. Constructing roads on raised fill material composed of coarse textured subgrade above the flood level is needed to prevent flood damage.
HuB – Hudson silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes – This gently slopping soil is very deep and moderately well drained. The seasonal high water table in this soil is perched above the clayey subsoil at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet between November and April. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate or moderately slow in the surface and subsurface layers and slow or very slow below. The available water capacity is high. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Landscaping around the building and using diversion ditches above it help remove excess surface water. Foundation drains and protective coatings on basement walls help prevent wet basements. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the frost-action potential and low strength. Providing a coarse textured subgrade or base material to the frost depth and adequate drainage in areas of the wetter included soils reduce frost action and improve soil strength.
HuE – Hudson silt loam, 25 to 45 percent slopes - This steep soil is very deep and moderately well drained. The seasonal high water table is perched above the clayey subsoil at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet between November and April. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate or moderately slow in the surface and subsurface layers and slow to very slow below. The main limitation on sites for dwellings with basements are the seasonal high water table and the slope. In many places the soil is also susceptible to landslides and slumps. Main limitations for local roads and streets are the frost-action potential, low strength, and the slope. Roads should be planned, where possible, to avoid this soil.

Ra - Raynham very fine sandy loam - The seasonal high water table is at a depth of ½ foot to 2 feet from November to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Main limitation on sites for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Foundation drains and intercepter drains upslope from construction sites divert runoff and help prevent the damage that the seasonal high water table causes. Soil is better suited for dwellings without basements. Main limitations affecting local roads and streets are the seasonal high water table and frost action potential. Constructing roads on coarse textured fill material will reduce the frost action potential. Raising the level of the fill will reduce wetness.
RkA – Riverhead fine silty loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes. -This nearly level soil is very deep and well  drained. The seasonal high water table in this Riverhead soil is at a depth of more than 6 feet. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderately rapid in the surface layer and the subsoil and very rapid in the substratum. The available water capacity is moderate, and runoff is slow or medium. The county soil survey noted that most of the acreage is used for general farming or truck crop. This soil has no limitations on sites for dwellings with basements. 
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The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the frost-action potential. Constructing roads on coarse textured subgrade or base material will reduce the frost-action potential. 
ScA - Scio silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes. This nearly level soil is very deep and moderately will drained. Seasonal high water level is at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet from March to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate in the surface layer and subsoil. The available water capacity is very high, and runoff is slow. Main limitation for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Installing foundation drains with adequate outlets will lower the water table. Erosion is a hazard during construction. Excavations and cutbacks cave or slough easily. Main limitation for local roads and streets is the frost action potential. Constructing roads with coarse textured fill material and installing surface and subsurface drainage reduces the frost-action potential. Cutbacks cave or slough.
ScB - Scio silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes. This gently sloping soil is very deep and moderately well drained. Seasonal high water level is at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet from March to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate in the surface layer and subsoil. The available water capacity is very high, and runoff is medium.  A main limitation for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Installing foundation drains with adequate outlets will lower the water table. Erosion is a hazard during construction. Excavations and cutbacks cave or slough easily. Main limitation for local roads and streets is the frost action potential. Constructing roads with coarse textured fill material and installing surface and subsurface drainage reduces the frost-action potential. Erosion is a hazard during construction. Cutbacks cave or slough.
Te - Teel silt loam. This nearly level soil is very deep and moderately well drained. The seasonal high water table in this Teel soil is at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet from February to April. The soil is subject to occasional flooding for brief periods from November to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate. Surface run off is slow. The available water capacity is high. The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwelling with basements are flooding and the seasonal high water table. The main limitations for local roads and streets are flooding and the frost-action potential. Constructing roads on coarse textured fill material may reduce flood damage and frost heave. Laying out roads around the flood plain will reduce construction costs.

UnA - Unadilla silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes. This nearly level soil is very deep and well drained. The seasonal high water table in this soil is at a depth of more than 6 feet. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate throughout. The available water capacity is high, and runoff is slow. This soil has no limitations on sites for dwellings with basements. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets is the frost-action potential. Constructing roads on raised fill composed of course textured material will reduce the frost-action potential.
Wo – Wayland silt loam – This nearly level soil is very deep and poorly drained and very poorly drained. It is in depressions on flood plains along major streams. Slopes range from 0 to 3 percent. The seasonal high water table in this soil is at a depth of less than ½ foot from November to June. The soil is subject to frequent flooding for brief periods from November to June. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Depth to the water table affects the rooting depth. Permeability is moderate or moderately slow in the surface layer and slow in the subsoil and substratum. The available water capacity is high, and runoff is very slow or ponded. The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are flooding and the seasonal high water table. Alternate sites on the nearby higher soils will avoid the high risk of water damage and are better suited for this use. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are flooding, low strength, and the seasonal high water table. Constructing roads on coarse textured fill material helps to prevent road damage. Building roads around the flood plain will reduce construction costs.
Drainage/Wetlands: As can be seen on the Concept Plan and as described by the presenter, the southwestern portion, consisting of nearly 32 acres is classified as State and Federal Wetlands. 
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There is also a small area of wetlands near the middle of the rear section (Lot #4) just beyond the rear boundary of proposed Lot #3. Two small fingers of this wetland area enter the rear of Lot #3 as does a finger from the large wetland noted above enter the southwest side of Lot #3 about 375 ft. from the south corner of that lot. Along the rear of the property, a small strip of wetlands is also noted in the valley along the rear property line near the stream. County Soil Survey map sheet #11 indicates two watercourse entering the property from the northeast approximately 650 ft. and 1300 ft  from Frenchs Mill Road along the northeast boundary of Lot #1.  Nothing of significance was noted on Lot #1 at time of site visit other than a wet area on what appear to be the south corner of the Town’s lot adjacent to Lot #1. There  was also a small watercourse on what appeared to be the rear portion of Lot #2 running south to a wet area resulting from ruts made by all-terrain vehicles. 

At time of site visit, GCAC observed the Normanskill at two locations from the northeast side but did not attempt to cross it; thus, the southwest side of this area was not walked or inspected but it should be noted that this entire area is noted on the Concept Plan as being wetlands. On the plan, it can be seen that the dwelling locations are beyond the line which marks the 100 year flood line. Location of proposed dwelling on Lot #1 is also noted to be beyond the 500 ft. setback from the two wells on the Town lot to its north.
Septic/Wells: Plan is to hook up to Town water and Town sewer. I is hoped to hook up to the waterline which reportedly crosses the property near the proposed dwellings.

Visual Impact: Presenter feels that there would be no impact due to the size of the lots and noted that the development would be in keeping with what is already there. GCAC sees very little visual impact since the dwellings would be hidden from the rear due to the high elevation on that side of the property. Trees along the southwest serve as a natural visual barrier from that side. If it is felt that a visual barrier is needed along Frenchs Mill Road, a few trees could be planted along the road so long as they do not interfere with the line of sight for exiting the lots onto the main road.

Endangered species: None known to the presenter who said there are no Karner Blue and nothing to indicate Indiana bats. No endangered species observed by GCAC at time of site visit.

Historical Considerations: According to the presenter, there is no known burial ground or anything of historical value. Nothing of historical significance observed by GCAC at time of site visit.
Submitted By:_______________________________________



John G. Wemple, Jr. - Chairperson

To:
Guilderland Planning Board

From:
Guilderland Conservation Advisory Council


Date:   June 30, 2008
Re.:
 Subdivision of Bohn, French’s Mill Rd., Altamont
APPLICATION

Applicants: Richard Bohl, P.O. Box 7, Glenmont, NY 12077 

Proposed Subdivision:  A four-lot subdivision of 84.7 acres.
Location: near the south end of the Watervliet Reservoir on the southeast side of French’s Mill Road approximately ½ mile south of The Western Turnpike (Route 20). 

Zoning: RO-40
_____________________________________________________________________________________

SITE INSPECTION SUMMARY
Site Inspection Date: June 21, 2008
Meeting Attendees:  ( June 16, 2008) Presenter Mike Tucker, P.E. of infinigy; GCAC members Steve Albert, Thomas Kriger, Gordon McClelland, Stuart Reese and John Wemple (Chair).
Inspected by: Daniel Schweigard of infinigy for the applicant; GCAC members Steve Albert, Herbert Hennings, Thomas Kriger, Gordon McClelland and John Wemple.
Conclusions: According to the presenter, Mike Tucker, the property has been in the Bohl family for a while and about a year ago the present owner, Richard Bohl, took sole ownership.  The plan is to subdivide the property into four lots, three of which will be for single family homes. Plan for the fourth lot, which contains much wetland and a steep rise along the southeast area, is to possibly deed it over to the Town or to set it up with conservation restrictions.  The need to cut down trees and valuable vegetation appears to be minimal since the location of the proposed dwellings and driveways leading to them are relatively near the main road. Line of sight will need to be considered in the final location of the points of exit onto Frenchs Mill Road in order to avoid potential accidents especially when the hill from the north is considered. 
GCAC does not see any significant impact on the environment of the area from the proposed subdivision so long as tree cutting is kept to a minimum and that measures are taken to protect the existing wetlands and to protect any watercourses leading to the wetlands and to the Normanskill.   
Submitted by:_______________________________



John G. Wemple, Jr. - Chairperson

