TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON

SELECTMEN’S MEETING

MINUTES

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2010
                             7:00 P.M. – PUBLIC SESSION – BOARD ROOM
PRESENT: 
WALTER ATWOOD


STEPHEN BANNON



ALANA CHERNILA 


DEB PHILLIPS


SEAN STANTON   


KEVIN O’DONNELL, TOWN MANAGER
1. CALL TO ORDER: 

Sean Stanton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
MOTION: Deb Phillips:  To accept the minutes from October 25, 2010 – Regular
 Meeting.  
SECOND: Alana Chernila 
VOTE: 5-0 
3. SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/ STATEMENTS:

Alana Chernila thanked all who helped to set up the voting areas and also all those that came out to vote. 
Bud Atwood said that there is a Master Plan Committee Meeting on Wednesday, November 10th, and asked those who are participating to go to the Town Clerk’s office to get sworn in. 
4. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 

A. Duties/ Responsibilities for Housatonic School Campus Grounds Task Force. 

Kevin O’Donnell stated that he is using the civic engagement process for task force as well as using Mass. General Law, seven 7 members are needed for a quorum with the Town Manager being a non-voting member of the Task Force.

Kevin O’Donnell recommends that the Task Force examines uses as well as possible costs. The deadline to complete the process is April 20, 2011. 
Kevin O’Donnell recommends that the Board approves the duties and responsibilities for the Task Force. 

Deb Phillips asked as to why the Task Force will not be asked to submit a minority report. 

Kevin O’Donnell replied that he wants the largest /majority on the topic as possible. If we have several options then we don’t need a minority report. 
MOTION:  Bud Atwood to accept the duties and responsibilities for the Task Force as presented by Kevin O’Donnell. 
SECOND: Stephen Bannon 

VOTE:   5-0 

5. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME:  
A. Thomas Jensen/ Frances / Judith Kales re: 11 Rogers Rd. 
Thomas Jensen stated that loud disturbances have continued from earlier this year. Complaints have been filed with the Police and the Building Inspector Ed May. He also said that a cease and desist order has been filed. He stated that employees gather each morning, commercial use continues, and it is clear that the order is being ignored. He asked that the rights of the neighbors and abutters be protected. He recommends that the Board continues to support Ed May in his investigation. 
Chip Elitzer read a petition to the Board from business owners to alter the Great Barrington reconstruction plan. It was suggested that the right turn lanes be restored as well as parking spaces. It was also suggested that funds be reallocated for these by removing bump-outs in non-critical areas. The petition also stated that a cease of work order should be implemented for days between July1 and Labor Day. 
Michael Ballon stated that merchants are almost all unanimous in their concerns and they felt that it would be important to submit these ideas before the next meeting. He urges the Board of Selectmen to listen to these suggestions. 
Christine Ludwiszewski, Executive Director of the So. Berkshire Chamber of Commerce stated that there is apprehension and fear about the reconstruction project. The Chamber is concerned about business prosperity if this project is to go forward. She suggests a greater dialogue between the Board of Selectmen and the businesses. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING:

A. Continuation of Special Permit application of Dr. Sharon Bramson for a limited duration to operate a small kennel as a home occupation at 3 Stillwell Street, Great Barrington, Ma. 

a. Open Public Hearing 
MOTION:  Deb Phillips to open public hearing 
SECOND: Stephen Bannon 
VOTE:   5-0 

b. Explanation of Project
c. Speak in favor/opposition – Attorney Charles Farris representing Dr. Bramson asked for a continuation of the hearing until November 22 due to Dr. Bramson’s health problems. He feels that the continuation should be granted since Dr. Bramson is unable to hear any comments and reply to them. 
Alana Chernila said that she would like to hear what people have to say since they are present. 

Attorney Kate McCormick represented Locke Larkin (265 Stockbridge Road).  She opposed the Special Permit application stating that there is no by right use for a kennel in that zoning district. She included Animal Control’s letter about the property and a petition from the neighbors who opposed the kennel. She stated that all violations are noise violations. 
She also stated that a business, Berkshire Wine Inc., suffers from these violations. The noise bothers their business and the owners stated that if a kennel is to be permitted, they would be forced to move their business.
Richard Ball III of 8 Stillwell Street stated that there are about 6 residents in close proximity to Dr. Bramson’s home and they are concerned that this will devaluate their property. He asked if they can get abatement from the Assessors? He also asked how often the conditions of the dogs are inspected? 
MOTION: Deb Phillips to grant continuance until Nov 22nd.  
SECOND: Stephen Bannon 
Roll Call Vote
 

WALTER ATWOOD - yes
STEPHEN BANNON - yes 

ALANA CHERNILA - yes
DEB PHILLIPS - yes

SEAN STANTON   - yes

MOTION CARRIED       5-0

7. LICENSES OR PERMITS: 

A. Andrew Tarasevich for a Driveway Permit at 46 Seekonk Road. 

Kevin O’Donnell stated that the only point regarding this permit is that the Fire Chief is concerned about the trees blocking fire apparatus from getting through. The Fire Chief requested that they be removed. 
MOTION: Bud Atwood to grant permit only after the trees have been removed.
SECOND: Alana Chernila
VOTE:   5-0 

8. New Business:
A. BOS- Appointment to the Energy Committee. 
Kevin O’Donnell recommended appointing Nick Stanton to the Energy Committee to bring it to its full capacity.  
MOTION: Deb Phillips to appoint Nick Stanton to the Energy Committee
SECOND: Bud Atwood
VOTE:   4-0-1 (Sean Stanton abstained)  

Nick Stanton stated that he considers an honor to be appointed to this committee. He said that he is in awe at the responsibility of this topic and its impact on the Town, country and the world.  
B. BOS – Appointment to the Historical Commission
Kevin O’Donnell stated that the Town is accepting applications for 4 residents to serve on the Historical Commission. He noted that three letters of interest have been received and he is recommending that the Board appoints the three applicants named in the Executive Summary. 
MOTION: Deb Phillips to appoint Marilyn Bisiewicz for 2 years, David Rutstein for 3 years and Gary Leveille for 2 years. 
SECOND: Stephen Bannon 
VOTE: 5-0

C. Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce/Christine Ludwiszewski for permission to close Railroad Street on Saturday, December 11th from 3PM – 9PM for a Holiday Stroll. 
Christine Ludwiszewski spoke and said that some of the events will be face painting, library activities, and a Holiday movie at the Triplex. 
Kevin O’Donnell said that he and his staff see no problem with the request.

MOTION: Bud Atwood to approve closing Railroad Street on Saturday, December 11th from 3PM – 9PM for a Holiday Stroll. 
SECOND: Stephen Bannon 

VOTE:   4-0-1 (Sean Stanton abstained since he might be a vendor).   

D. Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce- to place a commemorative plaque and plant a tree behind the Town Hall. 

Christine Ludwiszewski spoke to the tragedy on the loss of Callie Larkin and asked for permission for the Chamber to place a plaque and plant a tree behind the Town Hall. She has been in contact with Wards Nursery about the type of tree the Chamber has a budget of $500. 
MOTION: Bud Atwood to approve placing a commemorative plaque and planting a tree behind the Town Hall. 
SECOND: Deb Phillips

VOTE:   5-0 
9. SELECTMENS TIME:
Sean Stanton reminded everyone that there will be a Special Meeting on the Main Street Reconstruction project on November 23, 2010 at the Senior Center, 917 Main Street. 
10. MEDIA TIME: 
None 
11. ADJOURNMENT:
On a motion by Stephen Bannon, seconded by Deb Phillips, the Board adjourned its meeting at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Cara Becker
Recording Secretary

