TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON

SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2010
PRESENT: 
WALTER ATWOOD


ALAN INGLIS



DEB PHILLIPS


SEAN STANTON



KEVIN O’DONNELL, TOWN MANAGER


 MARGARET BECKWITH   – ABSENT


7:00 P.M. – PUBLIC SESSION – BOARD ROOM 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mr. Atwood called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
MOTION: Deb Phillips: To accept the minutes from Jan. 11, 2010 – Regular Meeting  
SECOND: Sean Stanton
VOTE: 4-0
3. SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/ STATEMENTS:

None 
4. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Mr. O’Donnell stated that he has received an e-mail that the State has awarded the Town a grant up to $10,000 to be used for the down-town initiative. He will be following up on this grant.  
5. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME:  
Ann Congden – Hollenbeck Ave. Great Barrington

Ms. Congden stated that there have been 4 articles to date about the topic of the resignation of Cultural Council Co-Chair, Ruth Heuberger. She read the resignation letter of the Co-Chair. 

She asked 3 questions of the Board:

1. What have you felt about the charges of prejudice in the review of the WBCR application?
2. Ruth Heuberger was quoted as saying there was no money left, however, after her resignation, the council awarded additional $108. Where did the money come from?
3. What is the responsibility of the Select Board when a member of a council is accused of unethical behavior? 
Mr. Atwood responded that there is $4000 of State money. These are State funds and can be dispersed as they choose. 

Mr. O’Donnell stated that he and the co-chair will meet and he will explain where the money came from.

Carl Stewart – Business owner of 22 Railroad Street. 

Mr. Stewart spoke about the sign permit that was granted to erect a neon sign on 24 Railroad St. He stated that on Jan. 22, there was a meeting to talk about the design in which the Building Inspector is required to submit the application to the Design Advisory Committee. Mr. May did not submit the application to the Design Advisory Committee and the permit was still approved. He further stated that there is a provision in the by-laws that prohibits neon or day-glow. He feels that many people have an opinion on this matter and did not have a chance to voice their opinion. He believes that the sign permit was improperly issued and should be revoked.  
Mr. Atwood responded that they will look into this matter. 

Arch Street Development Group was present and reiterated their commitment in the Searles Bryant project.

 It was stated that they have the ability to get this type of project financed and they plan on showing a continued interest in the process. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Deb Phillips moved to open public hearing 

Alan Inglis – second 

Vote: 4-0 
A.  The public hearing was opened on the Application of  Zapoteco, Inc. D/B/A Monte Alban Mexican Restaurant, Pascual  M. Francisco, Manager for a new common victualler all alcoholic restaurant liquor license at 284 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA.
Explanation of project- A representative for Mr. Francisco stated that this is not a transfer but a new application for this license. 

Speak in favor or opposition- no discussion

Motion to close public hearing – Alan Inglis

Second – Deb Phillips 

Vote: 4-0 

Alan Inglis: Motion that the premises licensed/ to be licensed are not detrimental to the education and spiritual activities of the abutting school or church. 

Deb Phillips: Second

Vote: 4-0

Alan Inglis: Motion to approve the Common Victualler All Alcoholic Liquor License of the above location
Deb Phillips: Second
Vote: 4-0 
7. LICENSES or PERMITS: 
A.  Great Barrington Fish and Game for a one day beer and wine license for February 13, 2010 from 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the Club House, Long Pond Road.  (Fee Waiver Requested)
MOTION: Alain Inglis to approve a one day beer and wine license for Great Barrington Fish and Game for February 13, 2010 from 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the Club House, Long Pond Road, fee waived. 
SECOND: Deb Phillips
Vote: 4-0
B. Great Barrington Fish and Game for a one day beer and wine license for every Sunday from February 14 to March 28, 2010 from 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the Club House, Long Pond Road.  (Fee Waiver Requested)
MOTION: Alan Inglis to approve one day beer and wine license for Great Barrington Fish and Game for every Sunday from February 14 to March 28, 2010 from 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the Club House, Long Pond Road, fee waived. 
SECOND: Sean Stanton 
Vote: 4-0

C. John & Deborah Scalia/ Home Sweet Home Doughnut Shoppe and Bakery for a 2010 Annual Common Victualler License at 258 Stockbridge Rd.  
MOTION: Deb Phillips to approve a 2010 Annual Common Victualler License for   Deborah Scalia/ Home Sweet Home Doughnut Shoppe and Bakery at 258 Stockbridge Rd.
SECOND: Alan Inglis 
Vote: 4-0

D. Heidi H. Handel/ Go Go Gourmet, LLC d/b/a Napa Wine Bar & Restaurant for a 2010 annual weekday entertainment license at 293 Main Street. 
MOTION: Sean Stanton to approve a 2010 annual weekday entertainment license for  Heidi H. Handel/ Go Go Gourmet, LLC d/b/a Napa Wine Bar & Restaurant for at 293 Main Street
 SECOND: Deb Phillips 

 Vote: 4-0

8. NEW BUSINESS:
A. Appointments to the Ad Hoc 250th Anniversary Celebration Committee.  
Mr. O’Donnell stated that there have been several replies in regards to the 250th Anniversary Celebration Committee. He would like the Board to approve the appointment of Betsy Andrus, Dan Bailly, Nick VanSant, Ellie Smith, Gary Leveille, David Rutstein and James Mercer to the 250th Anniversary Town of Great Barrington Ad Hoc Committee. 
Mr. Atwood stated that they can still use more volunteers and for anyone interested to contact Kevin O’Donnell. 

MOTION: Deb Phillips to approve the appointment of Betsy Andrus, Dan Bailly, Nick VanSant, Ellie Smith, Gary Leveille, David Rutstein and James Mercer to the 250th Anniversary Town of Great Barrington Ad Hoc Committee. 

SECOND: Alan Inglis

Vote:4-0

B. Update from Riverschool Development  

Mr. Robinovitch gave an update on the status of the project. 

He stated that the development team is more well rounded with several specialists. 

They have also put together a long list of grant opportunities for the Town to apply for in regards to this project. 

They would like to have Chairman Atwood to come and meet the Congressman Olver to ask for some funding and grant money. The debt side of the transaction was discussed with the banks and there is some interest, as well as interest from investors on the equity side. He met with the development review team to see what permits would need to be secured and the cost. They are ready to execute Purchase and Sale agreement and are ready to proceed. 
He also described the project as the conversion of the Searles/Bryant building into office space with a tenant ready. There will be condo sales in the Searles and gym building with 10 units of affordable housing. There will also be a small retail strip to flank the street. 

Deb Phillips suggested that the Board hears questions and it can be decided if they can be answered at this meeting. 

Eileen Mooney: Did you go into this project with money?

Why is there a delay in signing the agreement?

Derek Gentile: Is there a time frame? 

Mr. Atwood: The first of February.
9. SELECTMEN TIME: Nothing to discuss
10. MEDIA TIME: 
Eileen Mooney: Mr. Atwood – will you go and meet with the Congressman Olver?
Mr. Atwood responded that he would. 
11. ADJOURNMENT:
On a motion by Sean Stanton, seconded by Deb Phillips, the Board at 7:40 p.m., on individual voice votes, 4-0,  voted to adjourn the meeting and to go into an Executive Session and not to return to Open Session.
Respectfully submitted,

Cara Becker
Recording Secretary

