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Fremont Conservation Commission 

Fremont Town Hall 

Fremont, NH 

 

March 2, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

MINUTES 

Approved April 6, 2015 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Bill Knee called the meeting of the Fremont Conservation 

Commission to order at 7:00 PM at the Fremont Town Hall, 295 Main Street, 

Fremont, NH 03044. 

 

Present were: Chair Bill Knee, Co-Chair Janice O’Brien, Member Pat deBeer, Alt. 

Leanne Miner, Alt. Meredith Bolduc, and Recording Secretary Susan Perry. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 5, 2015 
 

Leanne Miner made a motion to approve the minutes of January 5, 2015 as 
written. Pat deBeer seconded the motion. Motion passed 5:0. 
 

III. SOUTHEAST LAND TRUST – GARRISON PROPERTY 
 

Mr. Knee informed the Commission that, per David Viale of Southeast Land 

Trust of NH, Ms. Garrison and her attorney had approved the agreement 

to transfer the ownership of the land to the land trust after she sold a 

conservation easement to the NRCS. The closing would happen within the 

next 2-3 months. There would be no need to seek funding from the FCC 

since the NRCS and the ARM grant would cover the costs. There would 

also be no need to obtain an appraisal (or PREP grant/any matching 

funds).  

 

Mr. Viale informed that he would head up two projects working with the 

FCC this year: the land trust’s strategic land conservation plan and a 

new volunteer land management program. 

 

IV. CONSERVATION COMMISSION INFORMATION 
 

A. TREASURER’S C.C. YEAR END ACCOUNT BALANCES (as of 12/31/2014) 
 

 The treasurer’s C.C. year-end account balances were reviewed. It was 

noted that the Oakridge Easement  ($1,000) should be in the Current 

Use Fund. 

 

B. LUCT (Current Use) FUND: INFORMATIONAL 

 

 The CC received a January 8, 2015 correspondence from Town 

Administrator Heidi Carlson reporting  that the total amount of 

funds remitted to the CC LUCT fund from fiscal year 2014 is $11,071.38 and she 

 has forwarded a check in this amount to Town Treasurer Kimberly 



 

March 2, 2015 2 

Dunbar for deposit into the CC LUCT  funds account.  Thus sum 

represents the formula of 50% over the first $10,000 collected.  She 

included  information from the Tax collector for amounts collected. 

 

C. RESIDUAL FUNDS: INFORMATIONAL 
 

 The CC received a January 8, 2015 correspondence from Town 

Administrator Heidi Carlson reporting  that the sum of $192.02, which 

represents the remainder of the 2014 Conservation Commission 

 appropriated funds, has been forwarded to Town Treasurer Kimberly 

Dunbar for deposit into the CC  Budget Residual Fund account. 

 

D. NH ASSOCIATION OF CONS. COM. (NHACC) DUES ($303) (TABLED) 
 Reminder of CC Budget money. 

 

E. GRANT VIOLATION 

  

 There was discussion about the Town Forest Ordinance, which stated 

that no motorized vehicles were  permitted in the Town Forests. There was 

concern since the Recreational Trails Program grant required 

 allowance of snowmobiles in Glen Oakes. After discussion and review 

of the ordinance and signs, it was  noticed that Section B noted the 

exception of snowmobiles, so no change in the ordinance was necessary 

 and the signs could stay as they were. 

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Dennis Howland had sent an email regarding ATV tracks on the Island 

Road and north side of the Forest Loop. They led to a residence, which 

turned out not to be abutters. Mr. Howland suggested they be 

considered “neighbors” of Glen Oakes. The Commission discussed writing a 

letter to the residents, with Mr. Howland’s assistance (and including a 

copy of the Town Forest ordinance). 

 

There was an email regarding damage to a post and sign at Oak Ridge 

North. The Commission wanted to keep track of the damage/sign 

replacement in minutes. On January 18, 2015, the sign damage was reported 

and on January 23, 2015, Mr. and Ms. Howland tied the sign to a tree as a 

temporary replacement. 

 

Mr. Knee had followed up with Charlie Moreno with information from 

the Bio Blitz inventory; Mr. Merino received this and thanked him. 

 

VI. OTHER 
 

The Open Space Advisory Group met after the Deliberative Session to talk 

about Article 17. There was discussion on what people could do (to get 

the word out), keeping in mind, nothing sent out paid for by taxpayers 

could seem biased in any way. The Commission felt it was too late to do 

something now, and that there was no funding. 

 

There was discussion about the importance of taking time to build trust 

with landowners. 
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Mr. Knee informed that he established the Website using Google Sites. He 

gave out the access information. He spoke about the central focus this 

year of honoring the Mahoney request to educate (children) about open 

space. Ideas such as Quest and tree tagging were mentioned. 

 

Ms. Miner said that she found a DES letter about easement monitoring. She 

would put together a list of ones that needed monitoring. 

 

Ms. O’Brien noted that she was not working on the Grant spreadsheet 

now, and that she was still waiting for information on the change of 

the land and water conservation fund (grant for Oakridge). With 

letters about inspections, Oak Ridge sends statements of assurances and 

program conditions; the oldest one was from 1993 and the grant was 

from 1982 so Ms. O’Brien was trying to get the latter because they were 

supposed to be held to that. The one from 1993 said there was supposed to 

be a sign, and if lost, it should be replaced. It also said that if lines were 

needed for lights etc. (e.g. on Tavern Road), no utilities could be on 

forestland unless they were buried (if building was to take place). People 

would need to be aware. 

 

Mr. Knee thanked Ms. O’Brien and Ms. Bolduc for their service and 

dedication to open space in Fremont - especially in establishing the Open 

Space Committee, developing the open space evaluation criteria, 

establishing the Glen Oakes Town Forest, Forest Management Plan, Town 

Forest easements, and preserving Spruce Swamp. Ms. O’Brien said it was a 

pleasure doing what she loved and felt was right. 

 

There was discussion about who did open space scoring now. Ms. O’Brien 

suggested that the criteria of open space still be used. It would go to the 

Conservation Commission after that, and then to the Selectmen. She 

suggested that someone from the Conservation Commission attend the 

Open Space meeting and bring maps. It was clarified that the Open Space 

Commission was an advisory group. 

 

VII. WORKING PLAN 

  

 The following is a working plan with some results in italics. 

 

TASK COMPLETED 

Set up a monitoring scheduled for the Town owned 

Conservation Easements. (As the holder of an easement, the 

Town is obligated to monitor each easement once per 

year.)  

Compile a list of land with conservation easements.  

- Get copies of each easement 

- Generate a checklist for each easement 

Done 

Prospective Oak Ridge Easement Done 

Review the obligations for grants already awarded 

including: 

- Land & Water Conservation Fund (Set up for the 

acquisition of Oak Ridge) 
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- Moose Plate, Recreational Trails Program, PREP 

Transaction Grant 

- Smith Property: Davis, Fields Pond, Cricket and 

Wharton, Moose Plate and LCHIP, PREP 

Glen Oakes Forest & Wildlife Management Plan – Review for 

updates 

 

Oak Ridge Management Plan – Review for updates  

Natural Resource Inventory – Review for 

recommendations for updates of information and maps. 

 

Earth Day event(s) for the current year  

Biothon – discuss a possible event for the current year  

Reorganization of the Conservation Commission  

Budget for the following year.  

Compiled of all of the grants that have been awarded to 

the Town and create a checklist of the requirements of 

each grant that can be reviewed annually. Any future 

grant can be added to the compilation. 

 

  

  

 

VIII. NEXT MEETING DATE: APRIL 6, 2015 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 8:50 PM, Meredith Bolduc made a motion to adjourn. Janice O’Brien 
seconded the motion. Motion passed 5:0. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Susan Perry 

Recording Secretary 


