
Franklin Mayor’s Drug Task Force  

Task Force Meeting Minutes  

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

5:00pm – 7:00pm at Bessie Rowell Community Center 
 

Present:   

Name: Sector:  Name: Sector: 

Angela Lynch Coalition Coordinator  Melissa Underhill Parent 

Ken Merrifield City of Franklin Mayor  Paul Blackford Franklin Resident 

Elizabeth Dragon City of Franklin Manager  Wendy Ford Parent 

Bob Lucas Franklin Resident  Barbara Olson Franklin Resident 

Melissa Lee Healthcare  Glen Feener Franklin Resident 

Chief Goldstein State, Local or Tribal 

Governmental Agency 

with Expertise in the Field 

of Substance Abuse 

 Joe Giunta Religious/Fraternal 

Organization: Franklin Elks  

Lynn Haskell Youth-Serving 

Organization: Merrimack 

Juvenile Diversion 

Program 

 Lucy Natkiel Hill Resident 

Jonathan Stewart Evaluator: CHI/JSI    

 

Angela Lynch welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending, began brief introductions. 

 

Mayor’s Minute 
Ken shared that one of the many groups that he participates in, in the community, is Franklin’s Business and 

Professional Women’s club (BPW). Last evening, BPW honored Angela Lynch as this year’s Young Careerist 

so he wanted to share this positive news. Ken expressed his gratefulness to Angela’s talent and enthusiasm in 

this position.  

Our Coalition’s Evaluation Plan 

Jonathan Stewart joined the group tonight, to explain to coalition members, the purpose and importance of 

evaluation in our work, how it works and what we evaluate. See his PowerPoint attached below, followed by the 

rest of the meeting minutes... 



  



 



 









 



 

Coalition in Action: Coalition Ambassador Mini-Workshop 

The group then participated in a mini-version of our Coalition Ambassador Workshop. Learning that it is difficult to 

schedule a full workshop at a time that works for more than a few coalition members at a  time, we realized that since we 

already convene once a month we decided to begin to implement this workshop during a portion of our regular coalition 

meetings. 

 

   

 



This mini-workshop began with an introduction to the activity and a discussion about the importance of 

coalition members having a strong understanding of our coalition’s basics: What our coalition’s mission and 

vision is, how we are funded, what prevention is and why we are a prevention coalition, and then some basic 

information about substance use and misuse among youth, the damage this does to the developing brain and the 

multitude of ways that we can utilize the help of all community sectors and members.  Coalition members then 

volunteered to engage in some role-playing exercises where one person is the “coalition volunteer” and the 

other is simply a community member (maybe they’ve heard of our coalition, maybe they haven’t… maybe they 

agree with our work, maybe they have quarrels). Below are a few photos of this activity:  

 

   

Coalition in Action: Group Discussion 

The group then came together to discuss what they felt and saw; what went well and were strengths, and what 

may be opportunities to improve upon. 

 



 

Group Updates/Comments 

 Elizabeth shared that ideas have been going around, around engaging the business community in our 

work. We are looking at holding a sort of daytime business-sector friendly meeting to help them learn 

about our work and to hopefully engage them in our work.  

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

✓ Annual Celebration (Thursday, March 10, 5 to 7pm @ Franklin Opera House) 

✓ YRBS Lunch n’ Learn (March 25, Noon to 1:30pm @ Franklin Opera House) 

✓ Choose Franklin Presentation (April 7th from 8-9am @ Franklin Public Library) 

✓ Rx Take Back Day (April 30th from 10-2pm @ CVS in Franklin) 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Angela Lynch 

 

 

A big thank you to Barb for bringing Brownies to share and to whomever brought the grapes, cheese and 

crackers to share! 


