
 

 
 
 

FRANKLIN TOWN COUNCIL 
April 1, 2015 

7:00 PM 
   

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 4, 2015, March 4, 2015, March 18, 2015, 
March 18, 2015 – Executive Session  

B. ANNOUNCEMENTS – This meeting is being recorded by Franklin TV and shown on 
Comcast channel 11 and Verizon channel 29. This meeting is being recorded by Franklin 
Matters.  

C. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS – Purple Heart Town 
D. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
E. APPOINTMENTS   
F. HEARINGS    
G. LICENSE TRANSACTIONS  - Transfer of Liquor License – Jimmy D’s d/b/a the 

GBU 
H. PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS –  Gary McCarraher – Ping 4 Alert 

Melanson Heath, FY 14 Audit 
   

I. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS  
J. LEGISLATION FOR ACTION 

1. Resolution 15-13: Appropriation: Town Administration – Insurance Recovery Account 
2. Resolution 15-14: Appropriation: Capital FY 15 – Diesel Asphalt Hot Box 

K. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
L. OLD BUSINESS 
M. NEW BUSINESS 
N. COUNCIL COMMENTS  
O. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
P. ADJOURN 



 

 

FRANKLIN TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

February 4, 2015 

A meeting of the Town Council was held on Wednesday, February 4, 2015 at the Franklin 
Municipal Building, 355 East Central Street, Franklin, Massachusetts.  Councilors present:  
Andrew Bissanti, Robert Dellorco, Matt Kelly, Tom Mercer, Peter Padula, Judith Pond Pfeffer, 
Robert Vallee, Steve Williams.  Administrative personnel in attendance:  Jeffrey Nutting, Town 
Administrator; Maxine Kinhart, Assistant to the Town Administrator; Mark Cerel, Town 
Attorney.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Vallee called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with a moment of 
silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: None. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Vallee announced the meeting would be recorded by Franklin 
TV and available for viewing on Comcast Channel 11 and Verizon Channel 29.  The meeting 
may also be available on Franklin Matters. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS: None. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: None. 

APPOINTMENTS:  Town of Franklin Other Post-Employment Benefits (“OPEB”) 
Trust Trust Agreement:  Ms. Pfeffer read motions to appoint Pete Lounsbury and Gregory A. 
McNeillie to fill the two resident trustee positions called for in Article 5 of the Trust Agreement.  
MOTION to Approve by Mercer. SECOND: Dellorco. VOTE to Approve:  Yes-8, No-0, 
Absent-1. 
 
HEARINGS: None. 

LICENSE TRANSACTIONS: None. 

PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: Brutus Cantoreggi, DPW Director: Mr. Cantoreggi 
discussed three areas of interest during his presentation:  Sewer Interceptor, Recycling, and 
Snow. ►The Beaver Street culvert originated in 1914.  The pipe runs next to Mine Brook.  Pipe 
failed.  Last year trees were cleared off the pipe.  Nearest access to culvert is Beaver Street, 
about one mile. Worked with MBTA to use tracks during downtown to fix pipe and saved 
money.  Sewerage issue is contained at Mine Brook, but needs continuous checking as it is a 
very old system. ►Solid Waste Recycling Contamination starts in the cart and goes to the plant. 
State law that person may not put trash in recycling container.  DEP will spot check towns by 
going to the recycling center and checking amount of trash in recycling. Pricing will be evaluated 
by amount of contamination in recycling beginning July 1st.  Concerned about trash fees/rates if 
recycling contamination is high. Residents should only put recycling and trash materials in the 
proper containers as it will affect the cost of the trash and recycling service.  A picture of the 
contents of each resident’s recycling and trash container is taken as it is being disposed of in the 
truck.  In addition, Chris White, Solid Waste Coordinator, provided information regarding public 



 

 

outreach methods in the Town to educate residents on trash and recycling information.  
Warnings/citations will be given for non-compliance of trash and recycling contents in carts. 
►Due to the number of storms in a short period of time, the snow has been accumulating and 
snow banks are getting high. The DPW works to clear all public roadways, school facilities and 
municipal buildings, and sidewalks identified as “walking routes,” and all other areas as quickly 
as possible.  The cost to salt the entire Town is approximately $30,000.  Using the Five Truck 
Route is less expensive at approximately $8,000.00.  Addressed many residents’ concerns 
regarding snow plowing/snow removal in Town.  Asked residents to clear snow away from fire 
hydrants near their homes.  DPW will be putting markers on every hydrant. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: None. 

LEGISLATION FOR ACTION: 

1. Resolution 15-06: Approval of Extension of Intermunicipal Agreement for Regional Public 
Safety Communications and Dispatch Center: MOTION to Waive the reading by Kelly.  
SECOND: Mercer.  VOTE:  Yes-8, No-0, Absent-1.  MOTION to Move Resolution 15-06 by 
Mercer.  SECOND by Kelly.  Discussion: ►Mr. Nutting stated that in order to enter into a long-
term lease with the Town of Norfolk, requesting to extend the intermunicipal agreement from 
2020 to 2040. VOTE:  Yes-8, No-0, Absent-1. 
 
2. Resolution 15-07: Acceptance of Gift – Town of Franklin: Councilor Pfeffer read the 
resolution as the Town of Franklin has received a generous donation of $200.00 from 
Christopher John Blassick of Los Angeles, California, to be used as seen fit. MOTION to Move 
by Mercer.  SECOND by Kelly.  Discussion: ►Mr. Mercer stated he knows the gentleman’s 
father and will inquire about the donation as a note was not included with the check.  VOTE:  
Yes-8, No-0, Absent-1. 
 
3. Resolution 15-08: Appropriation – Zoning Board of Appeals: Councilor Pfeffer read the 
resolution for the Appropriation – Zoning Board of Appeals for authorization that the sum of 
Two Thousand dollars ($2,000.00) be transferred from Available Funds (Free Cash) to the FY 
2015 Zoning Board of Appeals Budget, Account 01176200-534030.  MOTION to Move 
Resolution 15-08 by Mercer.  SECOND by Padula.  Discussion: ►Mr. Nutting stated they were 
doing more business than usual--more requests for variance and special permits VOTE:  Yes-8, 
No-0, Absent-1. 
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: ►Mr. Nutting thanked the DPW for doing a great 
job. ►Vacancy on Board of Assessor’s to serve on Board for remaining term.  Candidates 
should send in resume as soon as possible.  It is a joint appointment of Town Council and Board 
of Assessors.  ►Draft of Capital Budget for FY 2015 submitted. Will be contingent upon snow 
and ice budget.  First meeting next Wednesday.  ►Looking to issue RFP to find Recreation 
Department space as Old Municipal Building has sold.  ►At next week’s meeting will be asking 
for vote to over-expend snow and ice budget. 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: ►Ms. Pfeffer mentioned letter sent by Franklin Federated Church in regards 
to the South Franklin Church. Perhaps another deed could be drawn to convey deed to Town 



 

 

directly, not through Historical Commission. ► Mr. Nutting has engineering firm looking at 
structural integrity of building and expects to have report by March.  Letter from Church allows 
Town to consider variety of purposes without restriction. Will ask if the Historical Commission 
has ideas for use.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS: None. 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 

ADJOURN:  MOTION by Kelly to Adjourn.  SECOND by Mercer. VOTE: Yes-8, No-0, 
Absent-1.  Meeting adjourned at 7:58 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Judith Lizardi 

 

 

 



FRANKLIN TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 4, 2015 

A meeting of the Town Council was held on Wednesday, March 4, 2015 at the Franklin 
Municipal Building, 355 East Central Street, Franklin, Massachusetts.  Councilors present:  
Andrew Bissanti, Robert Dellorco, Brett Feldman, Matt Kelly, Peter Padula, Judith Pond Pfeffer, 
Robert Vallee, Steve Williams.  Administrative personnel in attendance:  Jeffrey Nutting, Town 
Administrator; Maxine Kinhart, Assistant to the Town Administrator; Mark Cerel, Town 
Attorney.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Vallee called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with a moment of 
silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 7, 2015; February 11, 2015; April 2, 2014; April 16, 
2014; May 7, 2014.  MOTION to Approve by Kelly. SECOND by Bissanti.  VOTE: Yes- 8, 
No-0, Absent-0.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Vallee announced the meeting would be recorded by Franklin 
TV and available for viewing on Comcast Channel 11 and Verizon Channel 29.  The meeting 
may also be available on Franklin Matters. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS: None. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: None. 

APPOINTMENTS:  ►Cultural Council.  MOTION by Padula to Ratify the appointments of 
Madison Weber and Teresa Burr by the Town Administrator to serve as members of the Cultural 
Council.  SECOND by Kelly.  VOTE to Approve:  Yes-8, No-0, Absent-0. 

►Board of Assessors: Joint appointment by the Town Council and the remaining members of 
the Board of Assessors of a new member to complete the remainder of the term.  MOTION by 
Pfeffer to Appoint Donna Greenwood to the Board of Assessors.  SECOND by Kelly.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE: Bissanti-YES; Dellorco-YES; Feldman-YES; Kelly-YES; Padula-YES; Pfeffer-
YES; Vallee-YES; Williams-YES; Chris Feeley, Board of Assessors-YES; Ken Norman, Board 
of Assessors-YES.  YES-10, NO-0.  Passes.   

HEARINGS: None. 

LICENSE TRANSACTIONS: Acapulco’s – Change of Officers/Directors and Change of 
Manager.  ►MOTION by Pfeffer to Approve the application by Avocado Inc. dba Acapulco’s 
for approval of new Officers/Directors being Jorge Moreno, Jesus Ruelas, and Yadira Gutierrez.  
SECOND by Kelly.  VOTE to Approve:  Yes-8, No-0, Absent-0.   

Discussion:  Mr. Kelly stated that Acapulco’s is a great restaurant within the community.  As 
well, thanked Acapulco’s for their participation in the yearly Fourth of July celebration, for being 
a great member of the community and for giving back to the community.  Mr. Bissanti stated that 
the restaurant has done a lot for the community, is a backbone to the Franklin Center businesses 
and would like to see them continue to succeed.  



►MOTION by Pfeffer to Approve the application by Avocado Inc. dba Acapulco’s for 
approval of the new Manager, Hilda Gutierrez.  SECOND by Bissanti.  VOTE to Approve:  
Yes-0, No-0, Absent-0. 

PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None. 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:  ►Mr. Bissanti noted that people are waiting for information 
on the RFPs. Waiting for traffic study on the Pond Street area, and entire Town, and then will set 
up EDC meeting.  Most of the input from the public has been positive and Council is listening.   
LEGISLATION FOR ACTION: None. 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: ►Mr. Nutting sent each Councilor a report from the 
MBTA regarding costs to make repairs to parking lot and area around Dean Station with 
estimated cost of $350,000.  They have no funding and would need an Architecture Board access 
waiver.  Jeff Roy’s office is also working on this. Town will hopefully receive some funding at 
some point to get this resolved. ►Refinanced about $700 million in bonds last week saving 
Town about $600,000. Thanks go to Jim Dacey who keeps Town aware of such items.  The net 
bond was 1.9% which is a low interest rate. ►DPW was awarded $119,000 grant for storm 
water mitigation.  The DPW keeps applying and getting such grants. At this time work is mostly 
on rain gardens, such as at the corner of Green Street and Miller Street. DPW does a great job.  
►Fire department will be making a presentation for the public at the Public Library on 
Wednesday, March 11, at 7:00PM in the Community Room, regarding the SAFE program. It is 
free and a good way for citizens to find out about public safety. ►Police officers recently took 
class regarding responding to persons with mental illnesses.  Their professional development is 
always appreciated.  They do a great job. ►Snow and ice budget was approximately $950,000.  
It has been exceeded by $350,000 and winter is not over.  Town does have free cash available to 
pay for this, but it will cut into other capital items. ►Thanks go to the DPW for doing an 
excellent job this winter.   ►Would like to recognize the passing of Attorney Roche, a long-time 
citizen of Franklin.  He has served the community well and will be greatly missed.  Thoughts and 
prayers are with the family.  ►Executive Session needed for discussion of Real Property.   

OLD BUSINESS: None.  
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  None. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  To Consider Purchase of Real Property (unimproved land).  
Motion by Pfeffer that Town Council enters executive session for discussion to consider 
purchase of real property (unimproved land).  SECOND by Kelly. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Bissanti-YES; Dellorco-YES; Feldman-YES; Kelly-YES; Padula-YES; Pfeffer-YES; Vallee-
YES; Williams-YES.  YES-8, NO-0.  Passes.   

Town Council Meeting Public Session ended at 7:16PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Judith Lizardi 
Recording Secretary 



 

 

FRANKLIN TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 18, 2015 

A meeting of the Town Council was held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at the Franklin Municipal 
Building, 355 East Central Street, Franklin, Massachusetts.  Councilors present:  Andrew Bissanti, Robert 
Dellorco, Brett Feldman, Matt Kelly, Thomas Mercer, Peter Padula, Judith Pond Pfeffer, Robert Vallee, 
Steve Williams.  Administrative personnel in attendance:  Jeffrey Nutting, Town Administrator; Maxine 
Kinhart, Assistant to the Town Administrator; Mark Cerel, Town Attorney.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Vallee called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with a moment of silence 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: April 30 2014 Budget Hearing Pt.1; May 1, 2014 Budget Hearing Pt. 2; 
January 7, 2015 – Executive Session; March 4, 2015 – Executive Session.  MOTION to Approve by 
Kelly. SECOND by Mercer.  VOTE: Yes- 9, No-0, Absent-0.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Vallee announced the meeting would be recorded by Franklin TV and 
available for viewing on Comcast Channel 11 and Verizon Channel 29.  This meeting may also be 
recorded by and available on Franklin Matters. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS: None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: Dale Lippert, 8 Beth Road.  Mr. Lippert stated that he purchased his house in 
1966; the house was built in 1963 on a spring area.  In 1967, 1968, and 1969 the area flooded and each 
time a Town firetruck pumped the water over the hill into a storm drain on Tyson Road as there is no 
other way to remove the water.  In 1970 the pressure under the house was so intense, it blew a 5 ft. hole 
through the cellar floor and water filled the basement almost to the rafters. The Town pumper truck again 
pumped the water.  At that time, the DPW Director engineered a drainage system including two 
submersible pumps, manholes in the back and side yards, and perforated pipe in the side yard. Mr. Lippert 
installed a French drain in his basement and was told by the DPW to connect it to the created drainage 
system. In 1973 the Town added a generator to the pumping system in case of an electricity outage. For 
45 years, the Town has maintained this pumping station, including replacing worn pumps. Last spring 
there were problems with both pumps and the cellar filled with water. The Town investigated and 
changed the check valve on one pump; it resumed working. Although the other pump was not repaired, 
the water resided.  However, two pumps are needed.  When this year’s snow melts, it will be too much for 
one pump to handle and the area will become flooded. The Town replaced the broken pump last Tuesday.  
On Thursday, Mr. Lippert received a letter from the DPW stating that they no longer have any 
responsibility for the pumping equipment on his property.  The following Monday, Mr. Lippert spoke 
with Brutus Cantoreggi, DPW, who stated that as the area was private property with no easement, the 
homeowner would now be responsible.  Mr. Lippert reported that the pumps and pumping of this area 
was previously approved by the Board of Selectman; but, there are no records, only residents and former 
Board members that remember this situation. The cost to maintain the pumps is significant.  Mr. Lippert 
stated the legal liability is great as if he does not maintain the pumps and neighbors flood, they could 
possibly take legal action against him for not maintaining the pumping equipment.  It is an injustice that 
the DPW has stated that they will no longer maintain the pumps.  

Chairman Vallee stated the Council would discuss this during New Business.  



 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  ►Finance Committee.  MOTION by Padula to Appoint Kerri Anne Bertone to 
serve as a member of the Finance Committee.  SECOND by Mercer.  VOTE to Approve: Yes-9, No-0, 
Absent-0. 

HEARINGS: Public Hearing to determine whether it is in the public interest to accept  
Lenox Drive, Berkshire Drive, and Symphony Drive. ►Mr. Cerel stated that this is part of the ongoing 
process pursuant to the Special Legislation to accept roadways that did not go through the normal 
acceptance process. Acceptance plans have been prepared, abutters have received notices and the Public 
Hearing is a requirement. There are additional streets currently being worked on. Most of the Town roads 
that have not yet been accepted are due to the complex acceptance process not being followed correctly 
during times of peak building. Currently, the process is more clearly followed and enforced.  
 
Mr. Nutting stated that they have reviewed Town streets and reached out to firms that may have started or 
will prepare road acceptance plans in the required legal and recordable format. Some of the older streets 
that need to be accepted will be challenging as the plans will be more difficult and expensive to prepare. 
About four years ago $25,000 was made available for this purpose.  There is some financial advantage to 
having more accepted public ways as State funding is based on miles of road.   
 
Public Hearing to determine whether it is in the public interest to accept Windsor Circle. ►Mr. Cerel 
stated that this is a recent subdivision where the developer went under and the Town completed the 
roadway with bank money.   
 
MOTION by Mercer to Close the Public Hearing to determine whether it is in the public interest to 
accept Lenox Drive, Berkshire Drive, and Symphony Drive, and to Close the Public Hearing to determine 
whether it is in the public interest to accept Windsor Circle. SECOND by Kelly.  VOTE to Approve: 
Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.   
 
LICENSE TRANSACTIONS:  ►The Curry House-Transfer of License. MOTION by Pfeffer to 
Approve the transfer of the All Alcoholic Beverages Restaurant License from Franklin Deli, LLC d/b/a/ 
Franklin Café & Grill to the new licensee, Jai Ho Group Inc. d/b/a/ The Curry House and the new 
manager, Krishna KC.  SECOND by Mercer.  VOTE to Approve:  Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.   
 
►The Bamboo House-Transfer of License. MOTION by Pfeffer to Approve the transfer of the All 
Alcoholic Beverages Restaurant License from Pu Yong, Inc. d/b/a Bamboo House to Zhu Jiang, Inc. d/b/a 
Bamboo House, and the manager is to be Limei Qiu. SECOND by Bissanti.  VOTE to Approve:  Yes-9, 
No-0, Absent-0. 

PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: ►FY 16 Budget. Mr. Nutting stated that the State’s proposed 
budget with the local aid numbers was released showing an increase in the Charter School budget. After 
investigation, it was determined that the Department of Education used the wrong enrollment numbers 
and added 190 students to the Charter School. The State will revise the estimate which should be 
available in early April. Out to bid on health insurance and waiting for the Firefighter’s Arbitration award. 
Once all information is available, will meet with Budget Sub-Committee and work to finalize budget.   

►Gus Brown – Building Commissioner. Mr. Brown provided an overview of the Franklin Building and 
Zoning Department functions. He reviewed the staffing, daily operations, residential and commercial new 
buildings, and number of issued permits for 2014.  He described various types of field inspections, 
including Chestnut Ridge, Franklin Retail/Liscotti Development, Dean Avenue wireless tower, fire 
response, pools without permits, obstruction of view on corner lots, unregistered vehicles, and vacant 
properties.  Mr. Brown discussed a State offered program to help with vacant properties. As well, he 
indicated that solar roofing applications are frequently encountered in his office. The structural 



 

 

component of the roof must be reviewed to determine if the roof can handle the weight of the solar, 
including snow.  

►Ms. Pfeffer stated that Mr. Brown has been a great asset in working with the Housing Trust. Also, the 
house the Tri County the students are completing will be an Affordable House open for lottery. ►Mr. 
Dellorco stated that Mr. Brown did a great job. ►Mr. Nutting conveyed that Mr. Brown worked nights 
and weekends to get the Affordable Houses completed. His entire staff, including the customer service 
aspect, is excellent.   

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:  None. 

LEGISLATION FOR ACTION:  
1.  Resolution 15-10-Order of Layout, Acceptance, and Taking of Lenox Drive, Berkshire Drive, and 
Symphony Drive and related Drainage Lot and Easement.  MOTION to Waive the reading by Kelly.  
SECOND by Mercer. VOTE: Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.  MOTION to Move Resolution 15-10 by Mercer.  
SECOND by Kelly. VOTE:  Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.   
 
2.  Resolution 15-11-Order of Layout, Acceptance, and Taking of Windsor Circle and Related  
Drainage Lot and Easement. MOTION to Waive the reading by Kelly.  SECOND by Mercer. VOTE: 
Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.  MOTION to Move Resolution 15-11 by Kelly.  SECOND by Mercer. VOTE:  
Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.   
 
3.  Resolution 15-12-Acceptance of Gift-Town of Franklin Police Department. Ms. Pfeffer read 
Resolution 15-12-Acceptance of Gift-Town of Franklin Police Department. MOTION by Mercer to 
MOVE Resolution 15-12. SECOND by Kelly.  DISCUSSION: Mr. Nutting recommended a Thank You 
letter. VOTE:  Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.   
  
4.  Bylaw Amendment 15-746: Chapter 181, Wetlands Protection – 1st Reading. Ms. Pfeffer read Bylaw 
Amendment 15-746: Chapter 181, Wetlands Protection-1st Reading. MOTION by Mercer to MOVE 
Bylaw Amendment 15-746: Chapter 181, Wetlands Protection, to a second reading. SECOND by 
Bissanti.  DISCUSSION: Mr. Nutting stated this would be similar to other laws the Planning Board and 
Zoning Board have when an applicant needs to get an outside consultant.  With a large building or 
development, the Conservation Committee may not have enough money to cover the costs. This 
amendment is to make sure the Town is not paying the costs.  VOTE:  Yes-9, No-0, Absent-0.   
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: ►The snow and ice budget is near $500,000--final number 
available mid-April.  Need to make sure salt barn is full at end of season in preparation for next winter. 
►Thanked Lacrosse and Soccer helpers who donated money to clear snow from the turf fields for the 
children to use. ►Approved High School turf field at $839,000 and will move ahead when weather 
improves.   

OLD BUSINESS: None.  

NEW BUSINESS: ►►Responses to Citizen Comments:  ►Mr. Cerel stated that Mr. Lippert’s concern 
was brought to his attention by the DPW. There are no records available regarding this matter. Although 
previously Town employees assisted the homeowner with the drainage issues, this is not a Town issue.  It 
is a private lot where a house was built with incorrect drainage.  This is not an issue of an easement as the 
Municipality is not gaining any public benefit.  It is not roadway drainage that is causing the issue, rather 
the topography of the land from either groundwater or surface water. Mr. Lippert has had the benefit of 
the Town maintaining the drainage for past years, but there was never any authorization to do so. Public 
funds cannot be used for this purpose. Therefore, moving forward, Mr. Lippert will be on his own.  ►Mr. 
Lippert provided a copy of a letter addressed to the Town allowing them access to his property to fix the 



 

 

situation.  As well, he had pictures showing the street floods onto his land.  In response to the legality of 
the issue, Mr. Lippert asked if it was legal for the Town to give away equipment as there are two pumps 
and a generator on his property. ►Mr. Cerel indicated that the developer or builder of the house is 
responsible and should have provided remedy. The Municipality should not have become involved to 
assist the homeowner. There is no liability from the Town due to the original permitting.  As the house is 
on a flood plain which is not buildable, it is not clear how the house was allowed to be built.  Mr. Cerel 
stated that although something wrong was done many years ago, it does not give the Town the right to 
continue to do so. Town is constrained on how taxpayer money can be spent. ►Mr. Kelly stated that as 
the Town has been taking care of this for 47 years, the Town has shown intent that they planned to 
continue to take care of this problem.  There is Town pipe that goes across private properties and into a 
public storm drain.  He would like to have a meeting to reach a workable solution.  The Town should not 
simply state they will no longer take care of the flooding.  ►Mr. Nutting responded that he would take a 
second look at the problem to try to work out a legal remedy.  However, the Town did something wrong 
many years ago by providing a solution. ►Mr. Bissanti indicated that the Town should help Mr. Lippert 
as this has been going on for 47 years. As the pictures show, the entire cul-de-sac flooded which is a 
public issue.  He became a Council Member in order to help and would like to provide such help to Mr. 
Lippert.  ►Ms. Pfeffer stated that as the Town stepped in a long time ago and took care of the problem, 
the Town should continue to take care of it, otherwise everyone in that area is going to be flooded. 

 ►►Ms. Pfeffer stated the Towns of Upton and Uxbridge are known as Purple Heart Communities.  She 
spoke with Bob Fahey, Veteran’s Agent, and he is in favor of the Town of Franklin being designated as a 
Purple Heart Community.  ►Mr. Nutting stated he would look into this. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  ►Mr. Padula thanked the DPW for being extremely prompt and 
professional in fixing a frozen water line for his rental property. ►Mr. Kelly stated that Mr. Brown’s staff 
in the Building Department is always courteous and helpful. ►Mr. Feldman showed the new logo of the 
Franklin Solar Challenge created by local artist David Mann. ►Ms. Pfeffer stated that Dean College, in 
recognition of Stella Jeon, is sponsoring a lecture series at the Senior Center.  ►Ms. Pfeffer stated that 
Mr. Feldman and she went to an open house event at the Helen Keller School regarding Spectra 
Engineering’s Algonquin Pipeline expansion project that goes through Franklin.  The presentation was 
extremely polished and slick. ►Mr. Nutting thanked Ms. Alger’s 5th grade class at Davis Thayer for the 
opportunity to read to the class.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  To Consider Purchase of Real Property (unimproved land).  Motion to 
Move by Pfeffer that Town Council enters executive session for discussion to consider purchase, 
exchange or lease of real property (unimproved land).  ROLL CALL VOTE: Bissanti-YES; Dellorco-
YES; Feldman-YES; Kelly-YES; Mercer-YES; Padula-YES; Pfeffer-YES; Vallee-YES; Williams-YES.  
YES-9, NO-0.  Passes.   

Town Council Meeting Public Session ended at 8:18PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Judith Lizardi 
Recording Secretary 



 

A  PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS, the people of the Town of Franklin have great admiration and the 

utmost gratitude for all the men and women who have selflessly 
served their country and this community in the Armed Forces; and 

 
WHEREAS, veterans have paid the high price of freedom by leaving their families 

and communities and placing themselves in harm’s way for the good 
of all; and  

 
WHEREAS, the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women from Franklin 

who served in the Armed Forces have been vital in maintaining the 
freedoms and way of life enjoyed by our citizens; and 

 
WHEREAS, many men and women in uniform have given their lives while serving 

in the Armed Forces; and 
 
WHEREAS, many citizens of our community have earned the Purple Heart Medal 

as a result of being wounded while engaged in combat with an enemy 
force, construed as a singularly meritorious act of essential service. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT that the Town Council of the 
Town of Franklin hereby proclaims the Town of Franklin as a Purple Heart Town, one 
of the few communities in Massachusetts so designated, honoring the service and 
sacrifice of our nation’s men and women in uniform wounded or killed by the enemy 
while serving to protect the freedoms enjoyed by all Americans. 
 
        _____________________ 

       Robert Vallee, 
        Chairman, 
     April 1, 2015  Franklin Town Council 
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License Transactions: 
 
 
 
Jimmy D’s LLC 
d/b/a The GBU  
338 Union Street 
 
Jimmy D’s LLC d/b/a The GBU has petitioned the Council for a transfer of the license 
formerly held by Socco Rose d/b/a The GBU and the new manager to be James A. 
DeVito 
 
MOTION to approve the license transaction, by Jimmy D’s LLC d/b/a The GBU and for 
the new manager to be James A. DeVito. 
 
 
 
DATED:  _________________, 2015 

     VOTED: 
       UNANIMOUS _________ 
        
       YES ______   NO _______ 
A True Record Attest:    ABSTAIN _____________ 
 

      ABSENT ______________ 
Deborah L. Pellegri 
Town Clerk 
      _______________________________ 
      Judith Pond Pfeffer, Clerk 
      Franklin Town Council 
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TOWN OF FRANKLIN 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 15-13   
 
APPROPRIATION:  Town Administration:    Insurance Recovery Account 
 
           28123490 
AMOUNT REQUESTED:  $  53,537.63 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To appropriate Insurance Proceeds to pay invoices related to damages at the 
Keller Sullivan School. 
 
 
 
         
MOTION 
 
Be It Moved and Voted by the Town Council that the sum of Fifty-three thousand five 
hundred and thirty-seven dollars and sixty-three cents ($53,537.63) be appropriated from 
Insurance Proceeds (MGL Ch 44 Sec 53) for purposes of paying invoices related to 
damages at the Keller Sullivan School. 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED:  _________________, 2015 
 
 
      VOTED: 
       UNANIMOUS _________ 
        
       YES ______   NO _______ 
 
A True Record Attest:     ABSTAIN _____________ 
 

      ABSENT ______________ 
Deborah L. Pellegri 
Town Clerk 
      _______________________________ 
      Judith Pond Pfeffer, Clerk 
      Franklin Town Council 



Town of Franklin
Sprinkler loss Keller Sullivan School 11/10/14

Contractor Task Bill amount
Simplex Remount smokes 1,500.03$            
Jasco Dry Electrical Panels 360.00$               
ATC Remove wall shelves for Servicemaster 940.00$               

Total Contractor 2,800.03$            2,800.03$              

School Overtime for Flood and Repair work on weekends 2,170.34$              
Spreadsheet attached

Damaged Educational Contents
21243011-557090 Flood at ASMS
PO # Vendor Amount PO Copy Pack Slip Inv Copy Paid?

15002829 Barnes & Noble 5,366.00$            X X X X
15002880 WB Mason 4,964.00$            X X X X
15002884 Chair Slippers 3,177.73$            X X X X
15002948 Barnes & Noble 7,201.64$            X X X
15003014 Barnes & Noble 2,716.00$            X X X
15003055 Barnes & Noble 3,303.00$            X X X X
15003154 The Prophet Corp 1,079.93$            X N/A X X
15003208 McGraw-Hill 5,162.22$            X
15003209 Teachers' Curr Inst 9,975.00$            X
15003210 Pearson Education 3,118.74$            X

Total Educational Contents loss 46,064.26$          46,064.26$            

TECHNOLOGY LOSS

Tag Description SN Quantity Cost Date Purchased
13147 HP LaserJet P3015 VNBCC7C7FV 1 $699.00 4/9/2012

4348 CRT Monitor 1X00345TA 1 $164.00 10/21/2002
4404 HP Deskjet 960 MY1B11S0DF 1 $179 6/10/2002
4391 HP Deskjet 960 MY11U1C14G 1 $179 6/10/2002
5645 eMac G831340DNU1 1 $963.00 3/26/2003

Dukane 28A55A 2 $319 7/14/2004

TECHNOLOGY LOSS TOTAL $2,503.00 2,503.00$              

Grand Total Material, Contractors, Overtime, Technology 53,537.63$    



 
 

TOWN OF FRANKLIN 
 

RESOLUTION NO.:    15-14   
 
APPROPRIATION:    Capital FY 15 – Diesel Asphalt Hot Box    
 
   
TOTAL REQUESTED:   $ 35,000 
 
 
PURPOSE:  To transfer/appropriate funds for the 2015 Capital Improvement Plan- DPW 
Diesel Asphalt Hot Box 
 
      
         
MOTION 
 
Be It Moved and Voted by the Town Council that the sum of Thirty-five Thousand 
Dollars ($35,000) be transferred/appropriated from Free Cash to purchase a Diesel 
Asphalt Hot Box. 
 
 
DATED:  _________________, 2015 
 
      VOTED: 
       UNANIMOUS _________ 
        
       YES ______   NO _______ 
 
A True Record Attest:    ABSTAIN _____________ 
 

      ABSENT ______________ 
Deborah L. Pellegri 
Town Clerk 
      _______________________________ 
      Judith Pond Pfeffer, Clerk 
      Franklin Town Council 
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