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Addendum to CDS letter of November 10, 2010 

November 19, 2010 

 

Below are additional clarifications from Lori Whittemore, M.Ed.,Site Director, 

CDS/Reach:            

 

Plummer School: CDS is most interested in Lunt School as it has concerns with age of 

Plummer building and believes the Lunt building is better set up for younger children. 

The Plummer building could be considered, however. 

  

Motz wing: CDS likes the Motz wing, but feels that portion of the building does not have 

enough space. It is unsure what amount of useable space the Mason would add to the 

Motz wing.. 

  

Space Needs: The Lunt building would meet space needs, but that building also has 

some unusable/unassignable space, such as lobby and two ramps. CDS would need the 

use of all 13 classrooms in the Lunt building.  

  

Lease Term: CDS needs 5 year min. lease term, but could do 10 years. (Current CDS 

lease in Falmouth is 10 years. Current CDS lease in South Portland is 5 years + 5 year 

renewal option). 

  

Utilities: Utilities could be paid separately by CDS. 

  

Level of Fix-Up Required/Repairs: If the Town would like to take the CDS interest 

further, CDS suggests scheduling a walk-through with the Office of the State Fire 

Marshal. This would identify what improvements would be required to make the building 

suitable for use by CDS. No other fix-up has been identified by CDS at this time. It 

would propose to place temporary partitions in some of the classrooms to create smaller 

work areas.  

 

CDS assumes that the Town would address any repairs that may be needed prior to 

occupancy by CDS as there are suggested repairs to the buildings listed in the 

engineering reports the town obtained.  Any space that CDS leased would need to be 

repaired so the space was safe (radon, lead paint) for young children and compliant with 

child care licensing requirements.   

 

The only license available for preschool special education programs is through child care 

licensing through the Department of Health and Human Services.  CDS does not 

anticipate that many renovations will be required for licensing in a school building, but 

this would be determined by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.   

 

CDS would also need assurance that any major repairs that needed to occur during the 

length of the lease would be the responsibility of the Town, i.e, roof, boiler, electrical 

systems.  Currently CDS leases include ground maintenance (lawn care and snow/ice 

removal) CDS would want this to continue in a new space.   
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CDS has limited funding for capital improvements.  If it would be possible for the 

renovations that CDS would request, such as building temporary partitions in some 

classrooms for office and treatment space, to be completed and built into the first year or 

two of the lease, that would be ideal.  If that is not possible, CDS could address this with 

the Department of Education. 

 

Timing of occupancy: CDS understands the narrow window between Town access to the 

schools (TBD, Sept 1, 2011?) and desired occupancy by CDS (Nov 1, 2011). One 

solution would be for CDS to request a lease extension from current landlords to make 

sure enough time is allotted to ready the space to be leased from the Town. 

  

Lease rate: CDS has a not to exceed amount of funds available for a lease. If the Town 

desires a per square foot lease amount, it should take into account any 

unusable/unassignable space. Alternatively, the Town may desire to set a lease rate for 

the entire building (regardless of how many square feet is contained in that building). 
 

Other: CDS states that is a “wonderful tenant.”  Rent is paid by the CDS State office in 

a  timely manner.  CDS states it has dedicated professionals passionate about supporting 

young children with disabilities and their families. 

 

 
Notes by Theo Holtwijk, November 19, 2010 


