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As Colonel of the Maine State Police, I strongly support the creation of a regiohal forensics laboratory in
the Greater Portland area. It is of fundamental importance to law enforcement and public safety that
evidence be processed and analyzed quickly and accurately.

Local law enforcement personnel collect and process crime scene evidence for submission to the State
Police Crime Lab. Scientists and technicians in Augusta employ some of the most state-of-the-art
equipment and instrumentation available to the scientific community to analyze evidence submitted by

- local law enforcement. The quality and amount of submitted evidence varies by community. This project
will contribute to the effectiveness of the State Police Crime Lab by increasing the quality of evidence sent
to Augusta and elevating the training and qualifications of evidence technicians in the participating
communities.

The State Police Crime Lab has the capacity to analyze evidence submitted by local agencies. Expeditious
submission of properly collected and processed evidence will increase the capability of law enforcement to
investigate crimes and identify suspects. :

It is in the best interests of all agencies charged with the maintenance of public safety to work together to
identify suspects and properly prepare crimingl cases for prosecution. The Maine State Police Crime Lab
looks forward to continued cooperation and collaboration with the agencies participating in the regional
crime lab effort.

Sincerely,

Colonel Patrick J. Fleming
Maine State Police
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