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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

July 10, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice Chairman Daniel Freitas, Clerk Charles Murphy, 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Anne O’Brien. 
 
Mr. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:35 p.m. The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. 
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Freitas motioned to table the executive session minutes of the May 15, 2017 meeting. 
• Mr. Freitas motioned to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2017 meeting, open session. 

Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
In his report, Mr. Rees updated the Board to several activities, including: 

• The Police Chief and I would like to report to the Board of Selectmen that there was an 
incident involving unruly and unsafe behavior at EJ’s Bar and Grill on July 8, 2017. This 
is still under investigation. At some point, this may come before the Board of Selectmen, 
as the licensing authority. 

 
SELECTMEN LIAISON REPORTS 

 
Under Selectmen Liaison reports: 

• Mr. Freitas – Historical Commission met – they would like to get in touch with the Board 
of Public Works regarding the status of Cooke Park as a potential burial place. 

• Mr. Murphy – Did not have a meeting in the prior weeks. 
• Mr. Espindola – See Attachment A. 

 
LAGOA FRIENDSHIP PACT COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. Freitas motioned to appoint Eddie Cabral and Patricia Pacella as at-large members; 
Historical Commission designee Wayne Oliveira, Fairhaven Business Association designee 
Charlene Riggin, to the Lagoa Friendship Pact Committee.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 
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OLOA – THREE DAY ALL ALCOHOL LICENSE 
 
The Board reviewed the application for Our Lady of Angels to hold their annual Portuguese 
Feast with a three-day all-alcohol license on September 2, 3 and 4. See Attachment B. Mr. 
Freitas motioned to approve.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

FORT PHOENIX 5K – SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 
 
The Board read a letter from Kathy Lopes, requesting permission to hold the annual Fort Phoenix 
5K Walk/Run on September 10, 2017. See Attachment C.  Mr. Freitas motioned to approve.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

COMMUNITY NURSES AGREEMENT 
 
Mr. Rees presented the Board with the annual Community Nurses Agreement for $17,000 from 
Fairhaven to Community Nurses for annual community services. This agreement has been 
previously approved by the Board of Health. See Attachment D. Mr. Freitas motioned to approve 
the agreement.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
The Board held brief interviews with applicants for two seats on the Economic Development 
Committee. 
 
Barros: Works for Eye Health Vision Centers – has worked in Town for 30 years. Would support 
working with the community and environmental regulations. Mr. Barros is not related to any 
Town employees, and does not do business with any Town employees. 
 
Dick Douglass: Strategic planning, working with plans as a consultant for market shares. 
Believes in the importance of long-range planning. Would weigh the pros and cons of all 
development opportunities involving a decision between creating jobs and environmental 
concerns. Understands the requirements of balancing development with state and local 
regulations. Mr. Douglass’ daughter-in-law works as a substitute teacher in the school system, 
but he does not do business with the Town. Described himself as quantitative, and interested in 
studying peer communities. Believes in walkable downtowns. 
 
Eddie Lopez: Background in real estate. Owns brokerage in Town. Owns REMAX and several 
other Town companies. Would like to see the Town succeed in business. Considers job creation 
important, but not at the cost of the environment – believes there are many solutions to balance 
jobs with environment. Understands the need to follow regulations in the promotion of 
development. Not related to any Fairhaven employees and does not currently do business with 
Fairhaven. 
 
Cathy Melanson: Town resident. Own two businesses in Town. Husband is well-established 
business owner in New Bedford. President of the Fairhaven Business Association. Describes 
herself as a “go-getter” who sees needed fixes to Route 6. Member of the Planning Board. 
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Understands the balancing act between job creation and environmental regulations, including 
working with businesses to alter plans to make them work with regulations. Thinks that the 
Town needs to look at the Town’s zoning and building codes, to consider needs and potential 
changes. We are not an empty storefront town, but that is how some people see us. We can 
balance out our needs with code. Not related to any Fairhaven employees and does not do 
business with the Town. 
 
Bernard Roderick: Former school teacher, then administrator, then superintendent. Currently a 
School Committee member. Worked for the Town Government Study Committee. Has worked 
with many departments and is knowledgeable in how the departments intersect.  Has reviewed 
all the minutes of the Economic Development Committee to date. Believes that the EDC needs to 
start taking action, and understands that it will involve a balancing act between job creation and 
environment. Wants to explore many avenues. Believes that the Town needs to consider a 
thorough review of the Town’s zoning and building codes, and consider streamlining the Town’s 
permitting process. Wants to promote Fairhaven “selling itself”. Not related to any Fairhaven 
employees and does not do business with the Town, but is a retired employee. 
 
Deliberation: Mr. Freitas nominated Mr. Roderick and Mr. Lopez to the two vacancies on the 
Economic Development Committee. Mr. Murphy nominated Mr. Roderick and Mr. Lopez. Mr. 
Espindola nominated Mr. Lopez and Ms. Melanson. Mr. Freitas motioned to appoint Mr. 
Roderick to the Economic Development Committee.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote carried (2-1) 
with one opposing vote from Mr. Espindola. Mr. Freitas motioned to appoint Mr. Lopez to the 
Economic Development Committee.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

REVERE BELL PLACEMENT AND OUT OF TOWN TRAVEL 
 
Doug Brady, Nils Isaksen and John Medeiros were present. Mr. Brady said that the cradle for the 
bell has been completed and thanked Paul Mendes and New Bedford Voc-Tech for their help.  
The bell now needs to be cleaned and placed in a permanent location. The Bell Committee’s top 
location choice is the Town Hall. The Board of Selectmen prefer an outdoor location for the bell, 
and agreed with the Bell Committee’s recommendation to have a placement near the Town Hall 
flagpole. Mr. Iskasen said that the Historical Commission and Tourism Director are supportive 
of the Town Hall location. Mr. Freitas motioned to authorize the placement of the bell on the 
Town Hall lawn next to the flagpole, subject to final design approval, and subject to written 
approval from the Historical Commission.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
The Bell Committee, through its chair Doug Brady, also asked permission from the Board to 
display the bell out of town at the New Bedford Portuguese feast later in the month. Mr. Freitas 
motioned to allow the bell to leave the Town for the Feast as long as the bell committee 
supervises. Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

ROGERS SCHOOL REPORT 
 
Brett Pelletier and Albert Rex were present to summarize the Rogers School report. See 
Attachment E for a summary of the report presentation.  
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Mr. Freitas said that there is currently an individual interested in rebuilding a portion of the 
building. Mr. Rex advised that he would be weary to any offers that includes free or volunteer 
labor, or the good intentions of an inexperienced investor. He said they would not advise a 
piecemeal approach. He said that Town’s are in better positions to rebuild maker space with 
buildings like the Rogers School with non-profit support, or an area Community Development 
Corporations. He advised that a third party, who is interested in purchasing the property, could 
go forward with applying for historic tax credits, with a simple written agreement in place with 
the Town. 
 
Mr. Rees synthesized the information as follows: Mr. Pelletier and Mr. Rex will provide a total 
amount for the Town to “mothball” the building, establish an organization and apply for tax 
credits, and advises the Town to build partnerships with local groups to consider multi-use, 
including the arts council in Boston. 
 

MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
Mr. Freitas said that he is a member and Vice Chair of the Marine Resources Committee. He said 
that Mr. Hobson accused Mr. Freitas of motioning to remove him from the Marine Resources 
Committee in retaliation for not giving a lifeguard position to his (Mr. Freitas’) daughter. Mr. 
Freitas showed the lifeguard hiring took place after Town Counsel had advised the Selectmen 
regarding BPW members sitting on other committees, and was not relative to the actions taken 
by the Board of Selectmen. See Attachment F for a letter from Town Counsel, advising that a 
member of the Board of Public Works cannot serve on another advisory committee. 
 
As an alternative to allow for a BPW representative on the Marine Resources Committee, Mr. 
Rees advised that the Board, based on Town Counsel’s advice, would have to change the 
composition of the membership of the Marine Resources Committee to include a BPW liaison 
and leave it to the BPW to make their appointment. 
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to establish a voting liaison member for the Board of Public Works on the 
advisory Marine Resources Committee. Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

EVERSOURCE RATE CHANGE REQUEST 
 
On Mr. Espindola’s request, the Board discussed authorizing Mr. Rees to represent the Town in 
commenting on the Eversouce rate change request, as it may impact the landfill solar array, 
rooftop solar array at the BPW, and the wind turbines.  The Board authorized Mr. Rees to 
represent the Board in bringing the issue back to the MMA Energy Committee, on which Mr. 
Rees sits. 
 

FIRE CHIEF – AMBULANCE CHARGES AS UNCOLLECTABLE 
 
The Board reviewed a memo from the Fire Chief relative to ambulance charges that will likely 
never be seen. See Attachment G. Mr. Freitas motioned to follow the recommendations of the 
Fire Chief, and declare $110,193 from the cumulative disposition report as uncollectable and 
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$160,496.39 from the small claims report as uncollectable.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 

SHIPYARD – DEP PERMIT 

The Town has received notification that the DEP has finished draft application. See Attachment 
H. Mr. Rees said that he would advise that the Board ask the DEP to conduct a public hearing in
this regard. Deadline to advise the DEP that the Board is requesting a public hearing is July 21.
Beth Luey, Fay Bartling and Michael Luey were present.  Mr. Freitas motioned to send
communication to the DEP to hold a public hearing on this subject. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote
was unanimous. (3-0).

OTHER BUSINESS 

Under Other Business: 
• Mr. Murphy thanked the Antique Car Parade and the Tourism Director for the July 4

activities that were enjoyed by the Town.
• Mr. Murphy said he had the honor of throwing the first pitch for a Bay Sox game.
• Mr. Espindola said that there might be some interest in forming a Parade Committee.

At 9:15 p.m. Mr. Freitas motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-
0). 

Respectfully, 

Anne O’Brien 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 08/07/2017 

Documents appended: 

A. Liaison update from Selectman Espindola
B. Our Lady of Angels three-day all-alcohol license application
C. Letter from Kathy Lopes re: Fort Phoenix 5K
D. Community Nurses Agreement
E. Findings and Conclusions – Rogers School by Brett N. Pelletier and Albert Rex
F. Letter from Town Counsel re: Marine Resources Committee membership
G. Memo from Fire Chief Timothy Francis re: ambulance collections
H. Email from DEP to Kevin McLaughlin of the Fairhaven Shipyard re: application status
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