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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

June 5, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice Chairman Daniel Freitas, Clerk Charles Murphy, 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Anne O’Brien. 
 
Mr. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:32 p.m. The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. 
 

PEGGY AULISIO 
 
The Board met briefly with former editor of The Advocate, Peggy Aulisio. Ms. Aulisio had to 
retire abruptly due to health concerns.  The Board extended their best wishes to her for a healthy 
and enjoyable retirement. 
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Freitas motioned to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2017 meeting, open session. 
Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Freitas motioned to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2017 meeting, open session. 
Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
In his report, Mr. Rees updated the Board to several activities, including: 

• A Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA) meeting on Martha’s Vineyard, which 
included insights on reducing stress in management. 

• A legislative update regarding state budget concerns about revenue projections not 
coming in as high as originally thought. 

• There is a party who is potentially interested in the Rogers School.  Mr. Rees will follow 
up on this lead. 

• Steve Brodo was appointed to Assistant Building Inspector, as the Town’s current 
Assistant Building Inspector is out on medical leave. Mr. Brodo will be paid on a per-
inspection basis. 

• Administrative Assistant Anne O'Brien graduated from the Graduate-level certificate 
program through MMA and Suffolk University for municipal leadership. 

• Mr. Rees recently facilitated an emergency response workshop with all emergency 
related departments to work on update the Town’s emergency response manual. 
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• The Town’s FY18 insurance premiums will remain close to the same as FY17, with the 
exception of worker’s comp, which has increased.  The Town will be offering classes on 
workplace safety to reduce the risk of worker’s comp claims. 

• The Fire Department will be offering CPR/AED training to Town Hall employees in the 
upcoming week. 

 
CDBG CLOSE OUT 

 
Mr. Freitas motioned to sign the Community Development Block Grant close out for FY14. Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

MILLICENT LIBRARY USE OF TOWN HALL AUDITORIUM 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from Children’s Librarian Jane Murphy, asking for permission to 
use the Town Hall auditorium on June 29 and August 2 for library events.  See Attachment A. 
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to approve use of the Town Hall Auditorium by the Millicent Library on 
the requested dates.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 

SGT. SWAIN – PROMOTION 
 
At 6:45 p.m., the Board met with Kevin Swain, his family, colleagues and friends, to recognize 
his promotion to Sergeant.  The promotion was made based on the recommendation of the Police 
Chief and authorized by the Town Administrator.  The Board congratulated Sgt. Swain on his 
new appointment. 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
The Board received a memo from Mr. Rees regarding a requested change in membership for the 
Economic Development Committee.  See Attachment B.  The recommendation would eliminate 
the Town Administrator and the Town Planner from voting positions on the committee, making 
them ex-officio, staff members for the committee instead.  
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to change the membership of the Economic Development Committee as 
recommended in the Attachment B memo.  Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

ROGERS OXFORD RFP COMMITTEE 
 
The Rogers-Oxford RFP Study Committee is no longer needed, so Mr. Freitas motioned to 
dissolve it.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

LAGOA SISTER CITY AGREEMENTS 
 
The Board discussed the pending sister city agreement with Lagoa, Azores, Portugal.  Mr. Freitas 
motioned to approve the charge of the Lagoa Friendship Pact Committee, as described in 
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Attachment C, and authorize the advertisement for the vacancies and staggered terms for the five 
at-large appointments.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

MARSH ISLAND CLEAN-UP/RESTORATION 
 
At 7:05 p.m., the Board met with EPA harbor clean-up team leader David Lederer, and project 
leader David Dickerson to discuss the Marsh Island clean-up and restoration project, and a 
requested land access agreement over town land. 
 
Mr. Dickerson said that the northern portion of Marsh Island has small sections that need clean-
up. Riverside Cemetery has given their written approval and they are hoping to start the clean-up 
in later summer/early fall.  They are working on a cost analysis to determine if it will be more 
cost effective to approach this section by land or by water.  The clean-up equipment will include 
back hoes, excavators, and bulldozers. Air monitoring and water quality monitoring will be 
included. All monitoring results are available on the EPA’s website. 
 
Mr. Freitas asked if PCBs from the contaminated soil could leak out of the vehicles while being 
transported away over Town roads.  Mr. Dickerson said this was not a risk.  Mr. Freitas asked 
how many trucks would be used and what the working hours would be. Mr. Dickerson said that 
approximately 200 truck visits would be needed and they would only operate during typical 
business/work hours. Mr. Freitas asked if there had been complaints from New Bedford residents 
over a similar clean-up project there, and Mr. Dickerson said “not really”. 
 
Mr. Murphy asked if the access dates could be make available to the Town prior to work being 
done, so the Town could then inform citizens of the impending activity.  Mr. Dickerson said that 
they could do that, and that they intend to advertise in the newspaper before they begin work. 
 
Director of Planning and Economic Development William Roth was present.  Mr. Roth said that 
they have notified the abutters of the project with letters and maps. 
 
Resident Karen Vilandry was recognized. Ms. Vilandry identified herself as president of Hands 
Across the River Coalition. She said that she felt the abutter notification should have been 
expanded. She thinks that the work should have been conducted in winter when windows are 
typically closed. 
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the land access agreement, 
with the understanding that the EPA will contact the Neighborhood News and Standard-Times 
when they are about to begin work.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

DEBRA CHARPENTIER – HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
 
The Board reviewed a letter of resignation from the Historical Commission by Debra 
Charpentier.  Ms. Charpentier has served on the Historical Commission for 26 years.  The Board 
expressed its gratitude for her service and regret to see her resign. Mr. Freitas motioned to accept 
the letter of resignation from Ms. Charpentier.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-
0). 
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MGL 61A DECLASSIFICATION – 279 MILL ROAD 

The Chairman read a letter into record, notifying the Town of the intention of the Antone 
DeTerra Jr., and Carol A. DeTerra Revocable Trust intends to convert 9.51 acres of a 61A 
classified land to declassified (Attachment E). The Town was advised of its right of first refusal 
and has 120 days from April 3, 2017 to act on that right. Mr. Freitas motioned to send a memo to 
departments, informing them of the offer.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). If 
the land is declassified, the owners will have to pay rollback taxes for 10 years. 

WEST ISLAND REGATTA 

The Board reviewed a letter from the West Island Improvement Association, requesting use of 
the Hoppy’s Landing parking lot, and waiver of all fees associated. See Attachment F. Mr. 
Freitas motioned to approve. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Mr. Freitas said that he has gotten several calls regarding the Colonial Club liquidation.
He said that the Historical Commission met and determined that the Town cannot
intercede. The Colonial Club is a private club, and its dissolution is a private matter.

• Mr. Murphy congratulated the Fairhaven High School Class of 2017 on their graduation.
• Mr. Freitas asked Mr. Rees to write a letter to Fairhaven Wind LLC, requesting

information on why the north turbine still has not been restored to service.
• Mr. Espindola said that a total of $1.9 million in scholarships was awarded to Fairhaven

High School graduates.

At 7:49 p.m. Mr. Freitas motioned to enter Executive Session, not to reconvene in open session, 
pursuant to MGL ch. 30a section 21: 

• To conduct strategy with respect to the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real
property – Union Wharf

• To conduct strategy with respect to non-union contract negotiations – Town
Administrator

The Chairman announced that they were entering executive session, because a public discussion 
could have a detrimental effect on the Town’s litigating/negotiating stance.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Roll call vote: Mr. Espindola in favor. Mr. 
Freitas in favor.  Mr. Murphy in favor. 

Respectfully, 

Anne O’Brien 
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Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 06/26/2017 

Documents appended: 

A. Letter from Jane Murphy re: permission to use Town Hall Auditorium
B. Memo re: Economic Development Committee membership
C. Lagoa Committee documents
D. Letter of resignation from Debra Charpentier
E. DeTerra Declassification Right of First Refusal letter
F. WIAA Regatta letter



Attachment A



Attachment B



TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

Board of Selectmen 

FROM: Mark H. Rees, Town Administrator \.A\4'\...I 
July 7, 2016 DATE: 

RE: 

CC: 

Economic Development Committee Recommendations 

Economic Development Committee Members 

On June 2, 2016 the newly formed Economic Development Committee met and voted to make the 
following recommendations to the Board of Selectmen: 

1} That the Board of Selectmen approve the following mission statement for the committee:
''The mission of the Fairhaven Economic Development Committee is to enhance the existing
business community, attract new business, attract new customers, and encourage
redevelopment and new development as may be advisable in order to increase the Town's
property tax revenues, income, job base and overall economic health."

2) Regarding the composition of the Committee, in addition to the existing membership of the
committee1, the committee is requesting permission to appoint ex-officio, non-voting members
for terms not to exceed one year to assist them, as necessary, in carrying out their
responsibilities.

3) Rather than staggered terms, as originally suggested, the Committee is recommending that
terms be set for one year periods to be consistent with other advisory committees such as the
Cable Advisory Committee, the Marine Resources Committee and the Sustainability Committee.

The next meeting of the Economic Development Committee is scheduled for July 21st at �.m. 

?<¥ 

1 The current membership is one from the Board of Selectmen, the Town Administrator, the Planning and

Economic Development Director, a representative from the Planning Board and 3 at-large members with ties and 

experience with business in Fairhaven. 



Attachment C





Attachment D



Attachment E









Attachment F




