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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
January 9, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Present: Select Board Chairman Charles K. Murphy, Sr., Vice Chairman Robert J. Espindola, 
Clerk Daniel Freitas, Town Administrator Mark Rees and Administrative Assistant Anne 
O’Brien. 

Mr. Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:34 p.m.  The 
meeting was audio recorded by the Selectmen’s Office and video recorded by the Government 
Access channel.    

MINUTES 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the December 19, 2016 meeting,
open session.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0).

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

In his report to the Selectmen, Mr. Rees said: 

• Last week the Zoning Board of Appeals held their first 40B hearing for Stratford. Traffic,
parking, discussion. The ZBA is requesting a traffic plan and drainage and stormwater
plans. Their next meeting is in early February.

• Last week, the Town held its second hearing on the Rogers School with the consultants.
• The budget process is underway, and the budget team has started meeting with individual

departments to discuss their requests.

ANNUAL RENEWALS 

The Board reviewed 2017 license renewal applications. 

Mr. Espindola motioned to approve all the 2017 liquor license renewal applications in 
Attachment A.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

Mr. Espindola motioned to approve all the 2017 common victualer license renewal applications 
in Attachment A.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the 2017 auto dealer license renewal applications in 
Attachment A.   Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
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Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the 2017 auto repair (garage) license renewal applications in 
Attachment A.   Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the 2017 entertainment license renewal application (Carousel 
Skating Center) in Attachment A.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve all the 2017 lodging house license renewal applications 
listed in Attachment A. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS VACANCY 
 
Mr. Murphy announced a vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals for a three year associate 
member.  The deadline is January 30, 2017 for applications. 
 

WEST ISLAND 5K 
 
The Board read a letter from Lyle Drew, requesting no-fee use of Hoppy’s Landing, and 
permission to hold the sixth annual West Island 5K scholarship fundraiser on April 30, 2017. Mr. 
Espindola motioned to approve. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
Mr. Murphy acknowledged a letter of interest from Nick Sylvia for a full membership position 
on the Conservation Commission.  Mr. Sylvia was present. 
 
The Board briefly interviewed Mr. Sylvia.  Mr. Sylvia does not have any business dealings or 
relatives working for the Town. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Mr. Sylvia to the Conservation Commission. Mr. Freitas 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0).  
 
Ms. O’Brien said that there was another applicant interested in the Conservation Commission 
associate vacancy, but the application had come in past deadline.  The Board asked Ms. O’Brien 
to invite the other candidate in for an interview. 
 

STRATFORD – OXFORD SCHOOL UPDATE 
 
At 6:56 p.m., the Board entered a discussion with Richard Hayden on the Oxford School 
purchase.  Speaking to previous questions about funding requests, Mr. Hayden said that Stratford 
was only seeking the $325,000 Community Preservation Committee funding, and did not intend 
to apply for more.  He said the fact that the funding request was the same amount as the Oxford 
School purchase price was a coincidence. 
 
Mr. Murphy asked why the funding process (including requesting funds) was not mentioned at 
Town Meeting. Mr. Hayden said it was an oversight and that they are changing their methods in 
response to the concern. 
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Mr. Espindola asked Mr. Hayden to explain why it was required for Stratford to seek funding 
from the Town. Mr. Hayden said Department of Housing and Community Development will not 
consider funding until the applicant has applied to other sources, including CPC.  Mr. Hayden 
added that their profit (“fee”) is limited by the DHCD by a formula; at this time, it appears the 
project will cost $17.6 million and will result in a fee of roughly $1.8 million. 
 
Mr. Freitas asked if Stratford Group was going to come to the Town for more money. Mr. 
Hayden said no. 
 
Margaret Gray was identified. Ms. Gray asked how much was available in CPC funding on an 
annual basis.  She said that she thought it was wiser to keep the CPC funds for Town use, not for 
private use. 
 
CPC administrator William Roth was recognized.  Mr. Roth said that the CPC was not 
authorized to commit to funding over several years, and that it had to be done on an annual basis, 
so the Stratford funding application could not be approved in stages. 
 
Tom Gray was recognized. He asked if the developers would need to pay a bond for unforeseen 
issues. Mr. Hayden said that the entire project is bonded.  
 
Although Mr. Hayden will not apply for additional funding from the Town, if Stratford is not 
granted the $325,000, it will apply for CPC again, but not to exceed $325,000 in the aggregate. 
 

TOWN HALL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
Mr. Rees presented the Board with his proposed revisions to the Town Hall Auditorium rules and 
regulations.  See Attachment B. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the updated rules and regulations, as outlined in Attachment 
A.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

KMART CLOSING 
 
Mr. Rees read the Board’s letter to Sears Holding, regarding the closing of Kmart.  See 
Attachment B. The Board thanked Mr. Rees. Mr. Rees said that he would follow up for a 
response from Sears if he does not hear back within a week. 
 
 OTHER BUSINESS  
 
In other business: 
 

• Mr. Murphy congratulated Heather Correia on getting an honorary degree from the 
Northeast Maritime Institute. 

• Mr. Murphy thanked the Northeast Maritime Institute for their snow removal efforts at 
Town Hall in a recent storm. 
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At 9:17 p.m. Mr. Espindola motioned to enter Executive Session, not to reconvene in open 
session, pursuant to MGL ch. 30a section 21: 
 

• To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for litigation in regards to the ABC Disposal 
bankruptcy filing. 

 
Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Roll call vote: Mr. Murphy in favor. Mr. 
Espindola in favor.  Mr. Freitas in favor. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Anne O’Brien 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 01/23/2017 
 
Documents appended: 
 
Attachment A: 2017 License Renewal Listing 
 
Attachment B: Proposed revisions to Town Hall Auditorium Rules and Regulations 
 
Attachment C: Letter from the Board of Selectmen to Sears Holding 
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