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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

December 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Geoffrey Haworth, Vice Chairman Charles K. Murphy, Sr., Clerk Robert 
Espindola, Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne O’Brien.  
 
Chairman Geoffrey Haworth called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:40 
p.m.  The meeting was audio recorded by the Selectmen’s Office and video recorded by the 
Government Access channel.    
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the November 23, 2015 meeting, open 
session. Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the November 23, 2015 meeting, 
executive session.  Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
In his report, Mr. Osuch updated the Selectmen on the following meetings and events: 
 

• Wednesday, December 9 
• 9:30 a.m. – Union Wharf Job Meeting 
• 12:00 p.m. – Town Manager’s meeting – Mattapoisett 

• Monday, December 14 
• 9:30 a.m. – COA Directors meeting 

• Thursday, December 17 
• 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. – Forum meeting at City Hall 
• 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. – Massachusetts Office of Disability – 

conference call 
• 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. – BBAC – Wareham 
• 6:30 p.m. – CPC interviews 
• 7:00 p.m. – Finance Committee 

 
TOWN MEETING DEADLINES 

 
Per recommendation of the Selectmen’s Office, Mr. Murphy motioned to set January 8, 2016 at 
4:00 p.m. for all street acceptances.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Mr. 
Murphy motioned to set January 15, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. for FY17 budget submissions.  Mr. 
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Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0).  Mr. Murphy motioned to set January 22, 2016 
at 4:00 p.m. for all Annual Town Meeting articles.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 
 

USED CAR LICENSE RENEWAL CHANGES 
 
The Board received a form from Town Counsel to be used for car dealer and repair licenses.  See 
Attachment A. 
 
Mr. Osuch asked if the Board wanted to extend the deadline for submissions of site plans for car 
dealer and repair license holders.  The Board agreed that the deadline should be extended, as 
some license holders have not been able to obtain an engineer for the purposes of having site 
plans drafted.  Mr. Murphy motioned to extend the plan requirements to auto dealer and auto 
repair license holders to May 1, 2015.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
Mr. Osuch said that he strongly recommended that generic language on the licenses be replaced 
with license-specific information and restrictions, regardless of the May 1 extension. Mr. 
Haworth asked the Board to bring any proposed license modifications to the next meeting. 
 

CAPTIAL PLANNING 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the Capital Planning Committee has completed its work on the updated five-
year plan and they will submit the plan at a public hearing with the Selectmen on December 21.  
The draft five-year plan has been submitted to the Selectmen’s Office and is available for 
viewing.  Mr. Murphy motioned to set the Capital Planning five-year plan public hearing for 
December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

NFIA LEASE 
 
The Board reviewed a memo from Town Counsel recommending the Board make a decision on 
the disposal of the Oxford School before finalizing any lease with the NFIA for use of the NFIA 
building, as it is located on the Oxford School lot.  Mr. Murphy motioned to forward the memo 
from Town Counsel to the NFIA. Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

OYSTER REEF 
 
At 7:00 p.m. the Board met with Steve Kirk of the Nature Conservancy to hear plans for an 
oyster reef in Little Bay.  Mr. Kirk said that Harbormaster Tim Cox had planned on being at the 
meeting but had a family issue that prevented him from attending that evening. 
 
Mr. Kirk gave an overview to the project, which would involve a partnership between the Town 
of Fairhaven, the Department of Marine Fisheries, the Buzzard’s Bay Coalition and the Nature 
Conservancy to create a one (1) acre oyster reef in Little Bay.  The project has received the 
support of the Marine Resources Committee, said Mr. Kirk, and will require approval from the 
Conservation Commission.  He said they hoped to have permits in hand by May so they can start 
on the project in June 2016. 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – December 8, 2015 Open Session – 3 

 

Residents speaking in support of the project were Marine Resources Committee members Robert 
Hobson, Frank Coelho, and Ted Lorentzen. 
 
The project will be funded with Chapter 91 funds and money from the Bouchard Oil Spill 
settlement.  No Town funds will be used. 
 
Mr. Haworth encouraged outreach and one more public hearing with the Marine Resources 
Committee to make sure that all residents have the opportunity to hear about the project before 
its implementation. 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to support the oyster reef project.  Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0).   
 

ANNUAL RENEWALS 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the following Common Victualer license renewals: 

• Burger King 
• China Café 
• Friendly’s Ice Cream 
• Golden Chopsticks Restaurant 
• Honey Dew Donuts 
• Hungry Heroes 
• Jake’s Diner 
• McDonald’s Restaurant 
• Mac’s Soda Bar 
• Papa Gino’s 
• Pizzeria Brick 
• 7-Eleven 
• Taco Bell 
• Yia Yia’s Pizza Café 

 
Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the following Private Livery license renewals: 

• Active Day Fleet, Inc – 40 Sconticut Neck Road 
• Elite Transportation, Inc. – 1 Deerfield Lane  
• Transportation Company – 16 Sconticut Neck Road 

 
Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

EVERSOURCE PERMITS 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve Eversource gas permits for 191 Main Street; 1 Stetson Ave; 1 
Green Street – all previously approved by the BPW.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
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MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to set the following meeting schedule: 
 

• Monday – December 21 at 6:30 
• Monday – January 4 at 6:30 
• Tuesday – January 19 at 6:30 
• Monday – January 25 at 6:30 
• Monday – February 8 at 6:30 
• Friday – February 26 at 12:00 
• Monday – February 29 at 6:30  
• Monday – March 14 at 6:30  
• Monday – March 28 at 6:30 

 
Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

CDBG HEARING 
 
At 7:20 p.m. the Chairman opened a hearing for the 2016 CDBG application.  Bill Roth was 
present. Mr. Roth said that the Town was able to apply for as much as $800,000 to $900,000. 
The application will focus on housing rehabilitation and infrastructure.  Mr. Roth said that he had 
two public neighborhood meetings related to a possible project in the Plymouth Ave. area and 
determined that the neighbors did not welcome improvements to their neighborhood.  Mr. Roth 
said that the project could not proceed without neighborhood support.  The project that Mr. Roth 
will pursue will be contributing to Housing Authority improvements (heating, repaving lots) and 
road infrastructure, possibly on Hedge Street. 
 
The Chairman opened the hearing to public comment. 
 
Diane Hahn was recognized.  She thanked Mr. Roth for listening to the neighbors and not 
proceeding with the project based on that feedback. 
 
Housing Director Kris Sheedy was recognized.  Also present were Housing Authority members 
Gregory Tutcik, Jay Simmons, and John Rousseau.  They expressed support for the CDBG 2016 
application and the support it will provide to the Housing Authority. 
 
The final project will be presented on February 14, 2016.   
 
The Chairman closed the hearing at 7:38 p.m. 
 

FRANCIS STREET GRANT 
 
Mr. Roth said that the Francis Street rehab grant expires 12/31/2016 and there are unexpended 
funds remaining.  There are currently no housing cases in that target area, said Mr. Roth, and the 
department would like to use it outside the target area.  DHCD has agreed to the expanded reach. 
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Mr. Murphy motioned to extend the grant to March 31, 2016.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

9-11 COIN 
 
At 7:40 p.m., the Board met with Al Benac regarding the 9-11 coin that had been donated by 
William Kligel on behalf of the Fairhaven Lions.  Mr. Benac was given the coin for safekeeping.  
Instead of waiting for the next fiscal year, he framed the coin for $191, despite the fact that his 
current budget was depleted.  He requested that the Selectmen’s budget pay for the project, but 
the item was not originally appropriated.  Mr. Haworth suggested that each Selectman donate 
$50 and Mr. Benac will donate $50 to the framing. 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to have each Selectman donate $50 to the Town Hall Art Restoration Gift 
Account for the purpose of paying the bill from Gatlin Framing for the 9-11 Coin.  Mr. 
Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 7:46 p.m., Mr. Murphy motioned to enter Executive Session pursuant to MGL Ch. 30A § 21 
for a worker’s compensation issue, Town Administrator negotiations, and two employee 
disciplinary hearings, to reconvene after.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
Roll call vote: Mr. Murphy in favor. Mr. Haworth in favor. Mr. Espindola in favor. 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

The Board returned to Open Session at 8:39 p.m. 
 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DECISION 
 
Mr. Haworth informed the public that a decision on the Town Administrator would be 
announced on Monday, December 14 at a noontime meeting. 
 

ROGERS PROPOSALS 
 
The Board set a deadline of December 31, 2015 for proposals related to the Rogers School. 
There are two different parties who have indicated some interest in submitting a proposal. 
 

WELLNESS COMMITTEE 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to appoint Bill Farrell and Denise Valois to the Wellness Committee. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

NON UNION REVIEW 
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Mr. Murphy said that the Personnel Board has reviewed the non-union job description revisions 
submitted by Jeff DuPont, and has agreed with those recommendations.  However, the Personnel 
Board advises that the Board of Selectmen allow the Town Administrator the chance to be 
appointed before taking any action.  The matter was taken under advisement. 
 

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 
The Board reviewed several proposals from different Employee Assistance Programs.   See 
Attachment B.  The Board will review the proposals and will make a decision at a later date. 
 

MACKATAN BEER/WINE SALES HOURS 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from the proprietor of the Mackatan General Store (Chris Medeiros) 
requesting an increase in beer and wine hours of sales to match those of the other beer and wine 
license holders in Town.  See Attachment C.  The Board will ask for departmental input and 
schedule a hearing. 
 

TIE-IN DEMAND NOTICES 
 
The Board reviewed a memo from the Health Agent related to several remaining properties who 
are overdue to tie into sewer.  The Board said that the information would be forwarded to Town 
Counsel and will be pursued in civil court.  Mr. Murphy motioned to forward the matter to Town 
Counsel.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
In other business: 
 

• Mr. Murphy said that the Town Administrator interviews were being re-run on 
Government Access and he encouraged the public to view the video 

• Mr. Espindola said that the Neediest Families “Prize-a-polooza” was a fun and well-
attended event 

• Mr. Espindola said he enjoyed the recent unveiling event for several chairs that were 
donated from the Friends of Millicent Library to the Millicent Library 

• Mr. Haworth said that he felt the Board should release the Town Counsel ruling on the 
North Street accessibility to Jay Simmons and the Conservation Commission.  Mr. 
Murphy motioned to release the Town Counsel letter to Jay Simmons and the 
Conservation Commission. Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

• The Board held a moment of silence for Red Medeiros, who passed away that week at 99 
years old 

 
At 9:26 p.m. Mr. Murphy motioned to adjourn. Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. 
(3-0). 
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Respectfully, 
 

 

Anne O’Brien 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 12/21/2015 



 
 
 

USED CAR DEALERS LICENSE 
 
 
Conditions: 
 
 

1. Limit __ cars for sale at any time. 
 

2. Vehicles must be stored at the licensed premises (“the Premises”) in a clearly designated 
area. 

 
3. No vehicles, whether registered or unregistered, and whether for repair or sale, will be 

parked in the street. 
 

4. Vehicles must display all stickers required by law. 
 

5. Sales business must be conducted at the Premises. 
 

6. No later than the last business day of each month commencing January 20__ the Licensee 
will pay $_____________ toward the delinquent real estate taxes due on the Premises.  
Failure to make timely payment will result in the revocation of this license.  This 
condition constitutes a payment agreement pursuant §141-1C of the code of the Town of 
Fairhaven. 
 

7. ______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 

 
 

Failure to comply with any of the conditions set forth herein will result in the 
modification, suspension or termination of this license. 
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REPAIR LICENSE 
 
 

Conditions: 
 

1. Up to __ vehicles for repair will be allowed on the licensed premises (“the Premises”) 
at any one time.   

 

2. No vehicles for repair will be allowed in __________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________. 
 

3. Up to __ vehicles will be allowed in interior storage on the Premises at any one time. 
 

4. No vehicles, whether registered or unregistered, and whether for repair or sale, will be 
parked in the street. 
 

5. No unregistered vehicles will be allowed on the Premises. 
 

6. No parts or equipment will be kept in exterior storage on the Premises. 
 

7. No repair work will be performed before 7:00 a.m. or after__:00 p.m.; and no auto body 
work will be performed before 7:00 a.m. or after __:00 p.m.  

 
8.  No work on Sunday. 

 
9. No repair work will be performed outside except in the case of an emergency. 

 
10. No spray painting will be allowed without inspection and approval by the Fairhaven 

Fire Department, and further vote of the Board of Selectmen. 
 

11. The Licensee shall maintain documentary proof that all mechanics and other workers 
on the Premises are employees of the Licensee, and shall supply such documentation on 
request by the Board of Selectmen, or its designee. 
 

12. The Licensee shall maintain workers’ compensation insurance and shall supply proof of 
coverage on request by the Board of Selectmen, or its designee. 
 

13. The Licensee shall not lease, contract or subcontract the Premises or the licensed 
business to any other person or entity. 
 

14. No later than the last business day of each month commencing January 20__ the 
Licensee will pay $_____________ toward the delinquent real estate taxes due on the 



Premises.  Failure to make timely payment will result in the revocation of this license. 
This condition constitutes a payment agreement pursuant §141-1C of the code of the 
Town of Fairhaven. 

 
15. _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 

 
 

Failure to comply with any of the conditions set forth herein will result in the 
modification, suspension or termination of this license. 
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