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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

March 2, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Robert J. Espindola, Vice-Chairman Geoffrey Haworth, Clerk Charles K. 
Murphy, Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley.  
 
Chairman Robert J. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 
6:32 p.m.   
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
In his report, Mr. Osuch updated the Selectmen on the following meetings and events: 

 
• Tuesday, March 3 

• 2:00 p.m. – Economic Summit 
• Wednesday, March 4 

• 2:00 p.m. – Oxford/Rogers RFP opening 
• Thursday, March 5 

• 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. – Forum – New Bedford Buzzard’s Bay 
Coalition Office 

• 10:00 a.m. – Town Hall elevator inspection 
• 2:00 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water Advisory meeting 
• 7:00 p.m. – Finance Committee 

• Monday, March 9 
• 9:30 a.m. – Council on Aging board meeting 
• 4:00 p.m. – Capital Planning Committee 

• Tuesday, March 10 
• 3:30 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water Advisory at BPW 
• 4:30 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water District at BPW 

• Thursday, March 12 
• 7:00 p.m. – Finance Committee 

• Friday, March 13 
• 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. – Legislative Breakfast at the Mattapoisett 

Library 
• Monday, March 16 

• 1:00 p.m. – Jeff Dugan at the Council on Aging 
 

BPW RESTRUCTURING BALLOT QUESTION 
 

 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – March 2, 2015 Session – 2 

 

The Board reviewed the ballot question from the General Court Chapter 389 of the Acts of 2014 
to ask Town voters if they wish to restructure the Board of Public Works.  Although the ballot 
language was entirely contained within the legislation, the Board of Selectmen requested Town 
Counsel add language to the end to clarify a “Yes” and “No” vote.  See Attachment A. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the language in Attachment A for the April 6, 2015 Town 
Election ballot.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0).  The ballot question will be 
forwarded on to the Town Clerk. 
 

STONE STREET DONATION – BBC 
 
The Board reviewed a proposal from the Buzzard’s Bay Coalition to convey a 3-acre Stone 
Street property to the Town in care of the Conservation Commission.  The Conservation 
Commission met on February 23, 2015 and they voted to accept the donation. 
 
Mr. Osuch said that they wanted a provisional approval from the Board of Selectmen and an 
authorization for the Chairman to sign the paperwork related.  Mr. Haworth said that there would 
be a walking trail and the parcel is right next to the Nasketucket Woods.  Mr. Haworth motioned 
to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the documents upon completion and review by the 
Board.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

GOOD ENERGY DOCUMENTS 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the Good Energy contract documents upon review by Town 
Counsel.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

“KEEPING SENIORS WARM” GIFT ACCOUNT 
 
The Board reviewed a request from Anne Silvia to create a “Keeping Seniors Warm” Gift 
Account, to be created by a $10,000 cash donation from an anonymous donor.  The signatories 
will be Anne Silvia and Lucille Dauteuil.   See Attachment B.  Mr. Haworth motioned to create 
the gift account “Keeping Seniors Warm” as described in Attachment B.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  
Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

ASSESSORS BUDGET 
 
The Board met with Del Garcia, Assistant Assessor. Mr. Garcia said that he had made some 
changes to the budget based on their last discussion, reducing the Assessor’s contracted services 
by $13,642. 
 

BATES PROPERTY – SALE OF PARCEL 
 
At 7:00 p.m., the Board met with David Despres, Chairman of the Historical Commission, and 
Gary Lavolette, Historical Commissioner, regarding the potential sale or lease of a Town-owned 
landlocked parcel located adjacent to the Joseph Bates boyhood home on Main Street to the 
Seventh Day Adventists. 
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Mr. Despres gave an overview to the parcel of land, which contains the ruins of an 1685 
structure, the Thomas Taber house.  Thomas Taber was a descendent of John Cook, an original 
Mayflower passenger. The ruins are believed to be the oldest remaining structure in Fairhaven.  
Mr. Despres said that the parcel was gifted to the Old Dartmouth Historical Society in the 1920s 
and was eventually deeded to the Town.  Mr. Despres said that there was a deed restriction 
preventing the sale of the parcel, but Mr. Osuch said that deed restriction had expired recently 
due to non-renewal.  Mr. Despres said that the Historical Commission was not in favor of selling 
the parcel. 
 
Representatives from the Seventh Day Adventists wish to maintain the parcel, remove a large 
tree endangering their structure, and clear up their deed to address the portion of the house that 
rests on the Town-owned parcel.  The representatives said that they would allow public access to 
the parcel and would pay for an appraisal.  The actual value of the parcel is low, and the Board 
discussed various possibilities, such as leasing instead of selling, or placing a deed restriction to 
prevent its resale to a third party.  Mr. Haworth asked that the Board make it clear to the Church 
that leasing is a possibility so that they understand the risk in paying for the appraisal. Further, 
Mr. Haworth asked if the Board’s consensus was at least support for an easement.  The Board 
answered in the affirmative.  Mr. Haworth, Mr. Osuch and Mr. Despres will meet with the 
Seventh Day Adventists again, possibly via teleconference. 
 

FY16 BUDGET 
 
After a budget discussion, the Board agreed to meet their budget goal of FY16 through the 
following: 
 

1. Moderator: $800 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

2. Selectmen: $377,735 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

3. Town Accountant: $104,490 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

4. Audit Expenses: $41,500 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

5. Data Processing: $127,470 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

6. Treasurer: Hold 
7. Tax Title: $30,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
8. Town Clerk: $100,616 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
9. Election and Registration: $38,430 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
10. Town Collector: Hold 
11. Assessors: $173,912 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
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12. Town Hall: $102,642 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

13. Council on Aging: $173,386 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

14. Town Meeting: $5,467 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

15. Finance Committee: $3,316 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

16. Planning Board: $5,805 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

17. Planning and Economic Development: $113,328 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend 
this amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

18. Board of Appeals: $5,130 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

19. Personnel Board: $0 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

20. Legal Expenses: Hold 
21. Engineering: $2,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
22. Conservation Commission: $15,627 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
23. Office of Tourism: $75,955 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
24. Commission on Disability: $1,300 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
25. Police Department: $3,141,633 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
26. Fire Department: Hold 
27. Fire Alarm: $18,464 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
28. Building Department: $137,574 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
29. Tree Warden: Hold 
30. Shellfish Inspection: $109,656 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
31. Care of Dogs and Other Animals: $60,100 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
32. Emergency Management: $8,664 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
33. Sealer of Weights and Measures: $7,448 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
34. Street Lighting: $50,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
35. Board of Health: $664,147 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – March 2, 2015 Session – 5 

 

36. Enforcement Agent: $20,503 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

37. BPW Administration: $166,048 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  
Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

38. Highway: $2,008,229 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

39. Sewer: Hold 
40. Water: Hold 
41. Veterans’ Services: $935,653 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
42. Elementary/High School: $18,711,194 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote carried with one vote of opposition from Mr. 
Murphy, who said that he wanted to hear from the School Department on the imposed 
$26,000 cut. (2-1). 

43. Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School: Hold 
44. Bristol Agricultural High School: $22,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
45. Millicent Library: $619,705 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
46. Recreation Center: $303,927 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
47. Park: $114,116 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
48. Contributory Retirement: $2,662,396 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
49. Group Insurance: $3,950,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
50. Memorial Day: $2,500 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
51. MA Employment Security: $115,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
52. OPEB: $75,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
53. Reserve Fund 

a. Reserve Fund – General: $175,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 
amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

b. Reserve Fund – Water: $25,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 
amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

c. Reserve Fund – Sewer: $25,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 
amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

54. Town Insurance: $745,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

55. Town Report: $3,200 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

56. FICA – Medicare: $321,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
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57. Buzzard’s Bay Action Committee: $760 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 
amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

58. Rape Crisis Project: $2,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

59. Fine Arts: $1,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

60. Historical Commission 
a. Administration: $500 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
b. Academy Building: $5,750 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
c. Fire Museum: $1,250 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
d. Fort Phoenix: $1,750 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 

Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
e. Old Stone Schoolhouse: $500 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
61. Stabilization Fund: $0 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
62. General Fund 

a. Debt: $2,439,294 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

b. Interest on Debt: $560,738 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  
Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

c. Interest on Temporary Loans: $60,000 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend 
this amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

63. Water Fund 
a. Debt: $46,950 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. Murphy 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
b. Interest on Debt: $25,005 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  

Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
c. Interest on Temporary Loans: $0 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 

amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
64. Sewer Fund 

a. Debt: $304,261 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

b. Interest on Debt: $91,349 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this amount.  
Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

c. Interest on Temporary Loans: $0 – Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend this 
amount.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

At 8:31 p.m., Mr. Haworth motioned to enter Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 30A § 21: 
1. Clerical Union grievance 
2. Conservation Commission – Use of Town Counsel 
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Mr. Murphy seconded the motion to enter Executive Session for the aforementioned reasons, 
with the intent to reconvene into open session afterward.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). Roll call 
vote:  Mr. Haworth in favor.  Mr. Murphy in favor.  Mr. Espindola in favor. 
 
The Board re-entered open session at 9:45 p.m. 
 

WELLNESS ARTICLE 
 
Mr. Espindola presented his petitioned article for a wellness program for Town employees. See 
Attachment C.  The $18,000 appropriation could be designated for various health initiatives as 
determined through collaborative efforts with Town unions.  Mr. Espindola said that the 
appropriation could be viewed as an investment, as it was projected to reduce absenteeism, 
increase productivity and lower health costs for the Town. 
 
Mr. Haworth asked if the appropriation was a one-time cost or recurring. Mr. Espindola said that 
there would be recurring costs but that the recurring costs could be adjusted depending on 
services anticipated. 
 
At 10:02 p.m., Mr. Haworth motioned to enter Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 30A § 21: 

1. Town Hall personnel 

Mr. Murphy seconded the motion to enter Executive Session for the aforementioned reason, not 
to reconvene into open session afterward.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). Roll call vote:  Mr. 
Haworth in favor.  Mr. Murphy in favor.  Mr. Espindola in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 

Anne O’Brien-Kakley 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 03/16/2015 



Ballot Question: 

 

Shall an act passed by the general court in the year 2014 entitled “an act relative to 
the board of public works in the town of Fairhaven” be accepted by the town?” 

Yes ___ 

No ___ 

If the town accepts chapter 389 of the acts of 2014 the board of public works will 
continue to be an elected board of five at large members.  The current board 
members will continue to serve their current terms.  The board’s present authority 
over the town’s roads, water supply, sewers, parks, cemeteries, and landfill will be 
transferred to the board of selectmen for policy decisions, and to the town 
administrator for daily and reporting supervision.  The board of public works 
would become an advisory body to the town administrator, and would take on the 
role of citizens’ advocate in the administration of public works. 

A “yes” vote means you are in favor of transferring the board of public works’ 
present authority to the board of selectmen and the town administrator. 

A “no” vote means you are in favor of having the board of public works keep its 
present authority. 

If a majority of the voters voting on said question vote in the affirmative, then said 
provisions shall take effect in the town, but not otherwise. 
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Wellness Program 
Outline 

(DRAFT) 

 
1-21-2015 
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BPW, 38 

Fire, 20 

Police, 41 

School, 177 

Town, Parks, 
Rec, COA, 

Shelfish, 34 

Breakdown of Employees on Town Insurance Plan 
(Includes Retirees by department) 



CCI Medical Marijuana Facility – Host Agreement 



CCI Medical Marijuana Facility – Host Agreement 
Projected  Annual and Cumulative 

benefit to the Town 



Already formed  steering 
committee and leadership 
has committed to 
participating 

See Proposed Plan details 
 

PRIMARY 



PRIMARY 

Monthly Wellness newsletter via 
e-mail. 
 
Monthly Posters at each location 
 

Utilize onsite training sessions 
offered by BCBS as part of this 
strategy. 
 
May be able to partner with other 
non-profit organizations as well to 
help lower the cost associated 
with this. 



SECONDARY 

Draw from a mix of 
Adminstration and Union 
reprsentatives. 

Would like to see a leader from 
each Department and each Union. 
 
Provide Incentives for these 
individuals 
 
Working through budget at this 
time. 



SECONDARY 

Making programs available during 
work hours or providing Flex Time 
would require a lot of work with 
Department Heads and Unions.  
 
Viability could to be studied by 
Wellness Committee. 

Most of our facilities are in desirable 
walking areas. 
 
Funding from Medical Marijuana  
Revenues could (possibly) fund on-
site equipment. 
Encourage more use of REC Center 



SECONDARY 

Consider Healthy Option 
Vending machines? 



Proposed Budget for Year #1 of the Program 
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REFERENCE ONLY 



REFERENCE ONLY 




