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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

February 27, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Robert J. Espindola, Vice-Chairman Geoffrey Haworth, Clerk Charles K. 
Murphy, Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley.  
 
Chairman Robert J. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 
8:35 a.m.   
 

MARION BIKEWAY COMMITTEE LETTER 
 
Mr. Espindola presented the Board with a draft letter to support the Marion Bikeway Committee 
in its application for Marion CPC funding to expand the Bike Trail.  See Attachment A.  Mr. 
Haworth motioned to approve and submit the letter to the Marion Community Preservation 
Committee. Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

LETTER OF COMMENDATION – 48 GLENHAVEN RESPONSE 
 
Mr. Espindola read a letter from Fire Chief Timothy Francis to Police Chief Michael Myers, 
commending Dispatcher Michael Sullivan, Sergeant David Sobral, Officer Jason Tavares and 
Officer Wayne Mello for their response to a kitchen fire at 48 Glenhaven Ave, where the 
occupant was injured. See Attachment B. 
 
The Board thanked Dispatcher Sullivan, Sergeant Sobral and Officers Tavares and Mello for 
their quick actions and instructed a copy of Chief Francis’ letter be placed in each of their 
personnel files. 
 

LETTER OF COMMENDATION – ALBERTA ALLEN 
 
Mr. Espindola read a letter from Fire Chief Timothy Francis to Linda Harrison of the 
Community Nurses of Fairhaven, commending certified home health aide Alberta Allen for 
pulling over and administering CPR to an unresponsive person on the side of the road until 
Fairhaven paramedic could arrive at the scene.  See Attachment C. 
 
Chief Francis said that the individual was resuscitated and admitted into the ICU and that Ms. 
Allen’s response was instrumental in that outcome. 
 
The Board commended Ms. Allen for her quick and selfless action. 
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MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2015 meeting, open 
session.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote carried. (3-0). 

• Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2015 meeting, 
executive session.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote carried. (3-0). 

 
ASSESSORS FY16 BUDGET 

 
The Board met with Finance Director Wendy Graves and Assistant Assessor Del Garcia to 
discuss changes to the Assessors requested budget for FY16. 
 
Mr. Garcia said that he would be revoking his request for updated assessing software from the 
Data Processing line.  Mr. Garcia also revoked his request to appropriate money to have Patriot 
Properties assist in completing reassessments.  Mr. Garcia said that there is currently a backlog 
of parcel reassessments to complete.  He estimated that he could complete 25 to 30 a day.   
 
Discussion continued regarding getting Mr. Garcia help in updating the backlog of 
reassessments.  Mr. Osuch and Mr. Murphy said that the Board of Assessors are paid and should 
be helping in the task.  The Board also discussed the possibility of getting a data clerk, but 
decided it would be better to see if the task could be delegated to existing employees, including 
the Board of Assessors. 
 

BALLOT LANGUAGE – BPW RESTRUCTURING 
 
Ms. Kakley updated the Board to the need for Town Counsel to review and make 
recommendations on ballot language for the April 6, 2015 referendum vote asking Town voters 
if they wish to restructure the Board of Public Works.  The Town Clerk did not place the ballot 
question on the ballot because she said that the ballot language should come from the  
Selectmen’s Office, even though it was petitioned by the Town Government Study Committee 
and the legislation was sent and received by the Town Clerk’s office. 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the ballot question was contained entirely in the petitioned legislation (see 
Attachment D) but that the average voter may not understand the ramifications of a “yes” or “no” 
vote.  Mr. Haworth said that he did not want to see another election go wrong, so he motioned to 
approve the use of Town Counsel for the purposes of drafting an explanation to follow the ballot 
question.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 
Mark Badwey was recognized by the Chairman.  He disclosed that he was speaking as a resident 
and not as a member of the Town Government Study Committee. He said that he asked the 
Board to review the language before it goes onto the ballot to make sure that the average voter 
would be able to make an informed vote.  He also asked to be placed on an upcoming meeting to 
discuss the appointment of an interim Town Administrator. Ms. Kakley will schedule Mr. 
Badwey to discuss the appointment of a Town Administrator at a later meeting. 
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FY16 BUDGET REQUESTS AND CUTS 
 
The Board reviewed the FY16 requests and compiled a listing of their recommended cuts.  See 
Attachment E.   
 
The Board will compile their recommended cuts to reach their FY16 budget goal of $46,750,000.  
The proposed Selectmen’s budget will be presented to the Finance Committee at their joint 
meeting on March 5. 
 
 
At 11:50 a.m., Mr. Haworth motioned to enter Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 30A § 21: 

1. Town Hall Personnel 
2. Executive Session minutes 

Mr. Murphy seconded the motion to enter Executive Session for the aforementioned reasons, not 
to reconvene into open session afterward.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). Roll call vote:  Mr. 
Haworth in favor.  Mr. Murphy in favor.  Mr. Espindola in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 

Anne O’Brien-Kakley 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 03/16/2015 



 

Town of Fairhaven 

Massachusetts 

Office of the Selectmen 

40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 

 
Tel: (508) 979-4023 
Fax: (508) 979-4079 

selectmen@Fairhaven-MA.gov 

             
          February 19, 2015 

Dear Members of the Marion Community Preservation Committee: 

 The Town of Fairhaven has learned that the Marion Pathway Committee voted on February 4
th
 

2015 to apply to the Community Preservation Committee for funds to pay to pay for the  studies, 

engineering design, permit application submittal and limited construction oversight of Phase 1 of the 

Marion Pathway.  We understand that these funds will help the Town of Marion become eligible for 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation (DOT) funding for construction related costs down the road. 

As you are aware, the town of Fairhaven has enjoyed the benefit of the Phoenix Bike Path for 

many years and we now enjoy being connected to the Mattapoisett Rail Trail.  Each new segment of new 

bike/pedestrian pathway substantially increases the value of the miles of already constructed pathway. 

 In Fairhaven, we have witnessed, first hand, the way our neighboring communities benefit from 

the path that runs through our Town and we know that our residents often use the Mattapoisett Rail trail 

to extend their walk, ride, roller blade, etc.  With each new off road pathway project built, our entire 

region realizes many benefits, ranging from health and wellness, economic benefit to the local business 

community, increased property values and social benefits. 

  We encourage you to support this very worthwhile endeavor. 

 
       Sincerely, 

         
       Robert Espindola  

       Chairman 

        
       Geoffrey A. Haworth, II 

 

        
       Charles K. Murphy, Sr. 

Robert Espindola, Chairman 

Geoffrey Haworth 

Charles K. Murphy 
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