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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

August 18, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice Chairman Geoffrey Haworth, Clerk Charles Murphy, 
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley 
 
Chairman Robert Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:33 
p.m. The meeting was video-recorded and telecast by the Government Access channel and 
audio-recorded by Anne Kakley. 
 

CHANNING HAYWARD 
 
Mr. Espindola started the meeting with a moment of silence for Channing Hayward, longtime 
Town Planning Board member, volunteer, Town Meeting member and one-time Government 
Access director.  The Board shared thoughts on the passing of Mr. Hayward, and thanks for his 
years of dedication.  They offered their condolences to his family. 
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2014 meeting, open 
session.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
In his report, Mr. Osuch updated the Selectmen on the following meetings: 

 
• Tuesday, August 19 –  

• 3:30 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water Advisory Committee 
at BPW 

• 4:30 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water District meeting at 
BPW 

• Wednesday, August 20 –  
• 1:00 p.m. – Meeting with the Finance Committee chairman 

• Thursday, August 21 –  
• 7:30 – Buzzard’s Bay Coalition forum at the New Bedford City 

Hall 
• Monday, August 25 –  

• 8:30 a.m. – Retirement Board meeting 
• Monday, September 1 –  

• Labor Day – Town Hall closed 
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DEMO – 87 MAIN ST AND SCHOOL PORTABLES 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the structure at 87 Main Street and the portables located at the former Rogers 
and Oxford Schools had not been demolished by Peter DeTerra.  Mr. Haworth said that he 
thought that Mr. DeTerra would get started on that demolition project in the upcoming week. 
 

ANIMAL SHELTER GIFT ACCOUNT 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to accept $104 in donations to the Animal Shelter Gift Account.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

TOWN OF DARTMOUTH PROCLAMATION 
 
The Board read a proclamation for the Town of Dartmouth upon the 350th anniversary of their 
town’s incorporation.  See Attachment A.  The Board signed the proclamation and it will be sent 
to the Town of Dartmouth’s Selectmen’s Office. 
 

POLLING LOCATIONS AND POLL WORKERS 
 
The Board reviewed a list of polling locations for the Tuesday, September 9 State Primary 
Election from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the following six polling 
locations: Precinct 1, Town Hall, William St. entrance;  Precinct 2, Fairhaven High School, 
Larch Ave entrance; Precinct 3, Hastings Middle School, School St. entrance; Precinct 4, 
Hastings Middle School, School St. entrance;  Precinct 5, Recreation Center, 227 Huttleston 
Ave.; Precinct 6 East Fairhaven School, New Boston Rd. entrance.  Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote 
was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the list of poll workers in Attachment B.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

TURKEY TROT FOR HEALTH AND HUNGER 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from Emilia Crotty, founder of the annual Fairhaven Turkey Trot for 
Health and Hunger.  Ms. Crotty requested approval of the 5K, to be held on Thanksgiving Day 
(November 27, 2014) at 8:00 a.m.  The route will run from the Nemasket Group to Rasputin’s 
Tavern. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the event.  Mr. Murphy seconded, and clarified that there was 
no financial gain made by M.O.L.I.F.E. with the Turkey Trot, but that the M.O.L.I.F.E. food 
pantry received food from the event.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

NSTAR GAS PERMITS 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the following NSTAR gas permits, previously approved by 
the BPW:  15 Holiday Drive; 10 Summit Drive; 22 Brown Street; Francis Street (between 
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Mayflower and Bellevue Streets); 398 Huttleston Ave.; and 26 Rivet Street.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

SOCIAL DAY INDIRECT COSTS 
 
The Board reviewed a request from the Town Accountant to approve the payment of Social Day 
retirement costs through the Council on Aging/Social Day budget.  Mr. Haworth motioned to 
approve the FY14 expenditure of $15,194.99 from the Council on Aging/Social Day budget for 
retirement costs incurred by the two Social Day employees. Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

TAYLOR SEAFOOD 
 
The Board reviewed a final version of the negotiated lease with Taylor Seafood for the use of 
44.5 acres of water for aquaculture farming purposes.  See Attachment C.  Mr. Osuch said that 
the only changes since the previous meeting was that the coordinates were updated for accuracy 
and the acreage was updated to reflect the updated coordinates.  The Board indicated satisfaction 
with the final document.  Mr. Haworth motioned to approve and sign the contract with Taylor 
Seafood.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS WALK-A-THON 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from Kathleen Ferreira, Director of Community Connections, Inc., 
requesting permission to hold their fifth annual Walk-a-thon fundraiser on September 20, 2014.  
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the event.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-
0). 
 

MILLICENT LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board reviewed a memo from Millicent Library director Carolyn Longworth, informing the 
Board that a term for Trustee Lisa Wright would expire on September 16.  Ms. Longworth 
requested Ms. Wright’s reappointment to the Trustees, calling her a “very positive influence on 
the board”. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to re-appoint Ms. Wright to a four year term on the Millicent Library 
Board of Trustees.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

BOARD OF APPEALS SECRETARY 
 
The Board reviewed a letter of resignation from Board of Appeals secretary Patricia Fowle, and a 
request from Board of Appeals Chairman Peter DeTerra to advertise the secretary position.  Mr. 
Haworth motioned to accept Ms. Fowle’s resignation.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0).  Mr. Haworth motioned to post the position for a Board of Appeals secretary, 
with Mr. Murphy acting as the liaison in the hiring process. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – August 18, 2014 Open Session – 4 

 

COASTAL COMPASSION 
 
At 7:01 p.m., the Board met with Tim Keogh, president of Coastal Compassion, and professional 
advisors to Coastal Compassion, Melanie Dixon and Aaron Hussey. 
 
Mr. Keogh began the discussion by informing the Board of Selectmen that the Board of 
Directors for Coastal Compassion were no longer pursuing a location at 67 Alden Road, based 
on the reaction from the condo association there.  Mr. Keogh said that they had negotiated with 
the owners of Compassionate Care Clinics (“Brighton Health Advocates”), to sublet the 
previously proposed dispensary location at 2 Pequod Street, and had come to an agreement, with 
the CEO of Compassionate Care Clinics giving support for Coastal Compassion.   See 
Attachment D for the letter of support from Compassionate Care Clinics for Coastal 
Compassion. 
 
Mr. Keogh said that Coastal Compassion would now intend to cultivate marijuana, process and 
dispense from 2 Pequod Street.  Coastal Compassion also intends to enter a PILOT agreement 
with their host community, in addition to forming a foundation and other outreach efforts. Mr. 
Keogh said that Coastal Compassion was requesting either a letter of support from the Board of 
Selectmen for Fairhaven to be their host community or a letter of non-opposition. 
 
Mr. Espindola asked about their deadline for submission to the DPH.  Mr. Keogh said that 
everything was due by the end of the month of August to DPH and therefore, they would to 
obtain a letter from the Selectmen as soon as possible.  He said that they would ask for a vote to 
submit a letter, contingent upon the approval of the language therein. 
 
Mr. Espindola asked what aspects of Coastal Compassion’s application for an RMD was 
different than Compassionate Care Clinic’s.  Mr. Keogh said he was uncertain of the differences, 
but that the general operations of an RMD are virtually the same. 
 
Mr. Haworth asked if they intended to submit to the Town a percentage of gross receipts and 
continue pay taxes on the location.  Mr. Keogh confirmed this, adding that they will contribute to 
the improvement of the infrastructure as well by hardwiring a security system for 2 Pequod 
Street to notify the Police Department in emergencies. 
 
Mr. Espindola read the letter from Compassionate Care Clinics (Attachment D) into record.  Mr. 
Espindola noted that the letter was unsigned, but Mr. Keogh said that the letter had been emailed 
and that the signed version would follow. 
 
Mr. Espindola said that he had personally spoken with Shelley Stormo, who had indicated that 
she was disappointed in the outcome, but that she would support the availability of medical 
marijuana for residents in Bristol County. 
 
Mr. Murphy said that he had spoken with two contacts over at the Department of Public Health, 
who said that the DPH’s review was informal and that any appeal would have to be sought by 
Superior Court.  They indicated that Compassionate Care Clinics would be welcome to reapply 
in 2015.  Mr. Murphy said that all this information was available on the State website at 
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Mass.gov.  He added that Coastal Compassion is subletting the site at 2 Pequod from 
Compassionate Care Clinics, and that applicants are submitting two possible locations to the 
DPH for consideration, and therefore, a letter of support from a potential host community will 
strengthen the application.  DPH will look upon Fairhaven more favorably for an RMD if they 
submit a letter of support, and Mr. Murphy said that he was willing to sign such a letter. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to sign and send a letter of support for Coastal Compassion, contingent 
upon the community host agreement being reviewed by Town Counsel, and contingent upon the 
pursuit of proper permitting from the Planning Board.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0).  Mr. Keogh indicated that Fairhaven would be the preferred location for their 
RMD application. 
 

CIGARETTE DISPOSAL 
 
At 7:20 p.m., the Board met with Sustainability Committee members Ann Richard, Vincent 
Marron, and Susan Spooner.  Ms. Richard presented the Board with a cigarette disposal 
receptacle, featuring a nautical theme and the phrase “Keep our Oceans Clean”.  The 
Sustainability Committee purchased six of these metal receptacles to be placed around public 
areas in Town, with the intention of preventing cigarette butts winding up in the bay. 
 
Ms. Richard said that she would like to challenge area businesses to purchase receptacles for 
their locations as well. 
 
Nils Isaksen was recognized by the Chairman.  He asked if the receptacles get damaged or 
stolen, if the Town would be responsible to replace them.  Ms. Richard said that as long as the 
Sustainability Committee has the resources, it will replace any receptacles damaged or stolen. 
 
Karen Vilandry was recognized by the Chairman.  She asked about placement of the receptacles 
and distance from the public buildings.  Ms. Richard said that the receptacles will be placed in 
locations where there are already existing receptacles, only this one will be more attractive with 
an important ecological message. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to accept the gift of the six receptacles to be placed throughout public 
areas in Town.  Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

POLE HEARING – BASS CREEK ROAD AND JUDSON DRIVE 
 
At 7:30 p.m., the Chairman opened a public hearing for the placement of one utility pole at Bass 
Creek Road and one utility pole at Judson Drive.  Abutters have been notified. 
 
Mr. Espindola opened the hearing to public comment.  There was none.  Mr. Haworth motioned 
to approve the pole location for Bass Creek Road.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. 
(3-0). 
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Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the pole location for Judson Drive.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  
Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CGI CONTRACT – TOWN WEBSITE “WIDGET” 
 
The Board reviewed a renewal contract with CGI for a continuation of services to have a 
Tourism-focused widget located on the Town’s main page.  The service is free to the Town and 
is supported by CGI via ad revenue. 
 
The Board was receptive to the service.  Mr. Haworth motioned to sign the contract for a 
continuation of services with CGI.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
The Board reviewed a letter, submitted by CGI, which would be used to garner support from area 
businesses.  The Board was hesitant to sign the letter, which would be used as a sales tool from 
CGI, and would appear to give the endorsement of the Town of Fairhaven.  Specifically, Mr. 
Haworth said that he was uncomfortable having the Town used as a selling tool for a company.  
The Board took no action on authorizing the letter and will address the issue of the letter at a 
later date. 
 

CAPITAL PLANNING COMMITTEE – TERM LENGTH 
 
The Board reviewed the membership of the Capital Planning Committee and the term length for 
the appointed members.  In order to create staggering term lengths to initially start the 
committee, Mr. Haworth proposed one (1) year terms for the BPW representative and School 
representative; two (2) year terms for the Business and Construction representatives; and three 
(3) year terms for the Open Space representative, the Finance Director and the Town 
Administrator/Executive Secretary.  He motioned to structure the starting terms thusly.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

DPH CONFERENCE CALL 
 
Mr. Murphy said that the Department of Public Health was still willing to hold a conference call 
with the Board of Selectmen on Friday, August 22 if they were interested.  Based on the newly 
gathered information and their support for Coastal Compassion, Mr. Haworth and Mr. Espindola 
said that they were no longer interested in a conference call with DPH. 
 

POLICIES 
 
Mr. Espindola said that, as the Board institutes policies, it should have in place a way to keep 
track who has received policies, and who has signed off on receiving those policies.  
Additionally, Mr. Espindola advised that policies should contain a list of employees that the 
policy applies to.  It was taken under advisement by the Selectmen’s Office. 
 

ROGERS-OXFORD DISPOSAL DISCUSSION 
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The Board discussed a draft RFP, which had been combined from a sample RFP from the 
Rogers-Oxford Study Committee, an RFP prepared by Jim Muse, and edited by Mr. Osuch.  Mr. 
Espindola had submitted his own edits to the document, but they had not yet been reviewed by 
Mr. Osuch or the rest of the Board, so they could not be included in the discussion. 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the Board was going to have to start making some decisions and be clear 
with what they are going to advertise.  
 
Discussion ensued on the disposal of the buildings, and the cost to advertise an RFP or sale.  Mr. 
Espindola suggested that the issue was so extensive, it would be wise to hold an independent 
Selectmen’s meeting just to deal with the sale of the two buildings.  After discussion, the Board 
determined that he would meet specially on Thursday, August 28 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. to 
discuss an RFP or sale of the Rogers and Oxford Schools.  Mr. Haworth requested that all 
information available, including edits to the RFP and communication from Town Counsel related 
to the RFP, be compiled and made available to the Selectmen at that meeting. 
 

ROGERS-OXFORD SCHOOLS FLOODLIGHTS AND VANDALISM 
 
The Board responded to a request from Nils Isaksen to install floodlights at the Rogers School, 
and the Oxford School, to prevent vandalism and trespassing. 
 
Mr. Osuch said that there are lights on the Chestnut Street and Pleasant Street sides of the Rogers 
School, and that the Pleasant Street light is currently out, but the Town electrician is going to 
look into repairing that light.  Mr. Osuch said that it would not be economically sensible to 
install additional floodlights on telephone poles and pay NSTAR to prevent vandalism. If more 
lights are needed they could be mounted on the building, he said. 
 
Discussion continued.  Mr. Isaksen asked the Board to consider installing additional No 
Trespassing signs. 
 
Lee Baumgartner was recognized by the Chairman.  Mr. Baumgartner said that he is a neighbor 
to the Rogers School and has had to call the police repeatedly when juveniles scale the side of 
the building and gain access to the roof. He said that they will even climb onto the roof in the 
daytime hours now.  Mr. Baumgartner said that the Police responded each time but said that they 
could not do anything about the repeat offenses without adequate “No Trespassing” signs. 
 

REQUEST FOR USE OF TOWN COUNSEL 
 
The Board reviewed a request for the Building Department to use Town Counsel in regards to a 
court case.  Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the use of Town Counsel for the Building 
Department.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

PERSONNEL ISSUES 
 
At the request of Mr. Murphy, the Board tabled two issues related to non-Union personnel.  Mr. 
Murphy said that the items – one related to benefits for part-time non-Union personnel and the 
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other related to an evaluation of all non-Union positions – would be discussed at the next 
Personnel Board meeting on September 2 and any notification regarding the decision of the 
Personnel Board would be issued to the Selectmen within 21 days, in accordance with the Town 
code. 
 

ENERGY CONSULTANT REGIONALIZATION 
 
Mr. Espindola informed the Board that Ross Perry of SRPEDD is organizing an effort to see if 
area municipalities would like to regionalize their efforts for the sake of two RFPS: one to obtain 
an energy purchasing consultant and then a subsequent RFP to see if the collaborative could 
receive a reduction in energy costs through bulk pricing. Mr. Haworth said that he would be 
interested in meeting with Mr. Perry briefly at an upcoming meeting to hear more.  Mr. Murphy 
agreed.  Mr. Perry will be invited to an upcoming meeting. 
 

BIKE RACK PROGRAM 
 
Mr. Espindola said that there were additional funds leftover in a SRPEDD initiative to increase 
the presence of bike racks in surrounding communities.  He said that the Bike Bus program at 
Wood School has been so popular that there has been interest in getting one more rack at the 
school.  SRPEDD will cover the cost of the bike rack and the Bikeway Committee will cover the 
cost of shipping the rack out of the Bikeway Gift Account. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to approve deficit spending in the amount of $241.79, contingent upon 
the confirmed reimbursement of said funds from SRPEDD, with an additional sum of money 
from the Bikeway Committee to cover shipping.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  
(3-0). 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In Other Business: 
 

• Mr. Murphy said he enjoyed giving a tour of the Town Hall offices to students who 
recently visited from Tosashimizu, Japan. 

• Mr. Murphy reminded the public that Labor Day weekend was approaching and there 
would be the annual Our Lady of Angels feast and procession on Labor Day.  The 
Selectmen will be present. 

• Mr. Murphy thanked Congressman Keating’s office for their involvement in a recent 
MOLIFE trip to Washington D.C. 

• Mr. Espindola noted a formal luncheon at the Unitarian Church was a recent successful 
fundraiser for the Historical Society. 

 
At 8:46 p.m., Mr. Haworth motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote to adjourn was 
unanimous. 
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Respectfully, 

 

Anne Kakley 

Administrative Assistant 
Board of Selectmen  
(Minutes approved 9/2/2014) 
 



Attachment A 

  Town of Fairhaven 
      Massachusetts 
Office of the Selectmen 

 
 
 
 
Whereas: Dartmouth was first settled in 1650 and officially incorporated in 1664.  It was named for 

the town of Dartmouth, Devon, England; the place where the Puritans intended to depart 
for America; and 

Whereas: Dartmouth is the third largest town by land area in Massachusetts after Plymouth and 
Middleboro.  It is split into two parts: North Dartmouth and South Dartmouth; and 

 
Whereas: Many notable people, such as Ezekiel Cornell (a member of the Continental Congress 

from 1780-1782) and Philip Sheridan (a Union general from the Civil War), have called 
Dartmouth home.  It is a popular summer residence as well; and 

 
Whereas: Dartmouth is the home of the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, The Dartmouth 

Natural Resource Trust, The Lloyd Center for Environmental Studies, The New Bedford 
Yacht Club, and a large commercial district with the Dartmouth Mall and many other 
shopping centers and restaurants; and 

 
Whereas: The Town of Dartmouth has over 1,500 acres of preserved land with 35 miles of hiking 

trails, ocean and river walks, photography tours, farms, and many other outdoor activities 
for all to enjoy; and 

 
Whereas: The Town of Dartmouth has a population of over 34,000 residents; and 
 
Whereas: The Town of Dartmouth is celebrating its 350th anniversary of its incorporation this year.    
 
Now, therefore, We, Robert J. Espindola, Geoffrey Haworth, and Charles K. Murphy, Sr., the Board of 

Selectmen of the Town of Fairhaven, honor the Town of Dartmouth on its 
Sesquarcentennial by making August 18th, 2014 TOWN OF DARTMOUTH 
APPRECIATION DAY in the Town of Fairhaven. 

 
 

Given under our hands and seal on this day,  
the 18th of August in the year two thousand and fourteen. 
 
Robert J. Espindola 

___________________________ 

Geoffrey Haworth 

___________________________ 

Charles K. Murphy, Sr. 

___________________________ 
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