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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

March 25, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Charles Murphy, Vice Chairman Robert Espindola, Clerk Geoffrey Haworth, 
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley.  
 
Chairman Charles Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 7:26 
p.m.  The meeting was audio recorded by Anne Kakley.   
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
In his report, Mr. Osuch presented the Board with two potential articles to put onto the May 3, 
2014 Special Town Meeting warrant: 
 

• Article 1 would seek to appropriate $20,000 for the demolition/removal of three 
classroom portables at the Rogers School, one classroom portable at the Oxford School, 
and demolition/removal of the structure at the Town-owned 89 Main Street (which is 
dilapidated and a liability to the Town). The Board was supportive to the request.  Mr. 
Espindola motioned to place the article on the Special Town Meeting warrant with the 
recommended figure of $20,000.  Mr. Haworth seconded.   Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
• Article 2 would seek to appropriate $8,000 for the re-evaluation of 32 non-union 

positions, their job description and compensation rates.  The re-evaluation would be 
completed by consultant Jeff DuPont of the LaurelRidge Consulting Group.  Mr. 
Haworth asked if the re-evaluation would address the issue of benefits for part-time 
employees.  Mr. Osuch said that it would.  The Board expressed support for the article.  
Mr. Espindola motioned to place the article on the Special Town Meeting warrant with 
the recommended figure of $8,000.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
SURPLUS SCHOOL DESKS AND CHAIRS 

 
Mr. Osuch said that he received an email from School Business Administrator Paul Kitchen 
regarding a request from the Westport Public Schools to purchase desks/tables and chairs for $10 
and $5 respectively.  The money would go to the General Fund.  Mr. Osuch suggested that the 
Board could post that as the lowest offer they were willing to take and open it up to all towns to 
bid.  The Selectmen’s Office will arrange an auction for the School Department furniture 
sometime in the spring.  This item will be discussed at a later meeting. 
 

POLL WORKERS 
 

 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – March 25, 2014 Open Session – 2 

 

The Board voted to approve the Poll Workers listed in Attachment A for the April 7, 2014 
Annual Town Meeting.  Mr. Espindola motioned.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  
(3-0). 
 

BIKE RACKS ARTICLE 
 
Mr. Osuch noted that there was an article on the Special Town Meeting warrant for $2,500 for 
bike racks, as a part of a SRPEDD grant that would be eligible for reimbursement.  Mr. Osuch 
said that the Town Accountant had said that she could authorize deficit spending if the Bikeway 
Committee could present a contract from SRPEDD indicating that the expenditure would be 
reimbursed.  Mr. Espindola said that the grant would cover the cost of the racks, but not the 
shipping.  The shipping will be covered by the Bikeway Committee and the BPW will install the 
racks.  Mr. Espindola said that he would get the contract language to Mr. Osuch. 
 

FY15 BUDGET 
 
The Board discussed the FY15 requests from Town departments.  At a previous meeting, the 
Board voted to assume 80 percent of Local Receipts for creating their budget.  After cutting 
several Town Meeting article requests, the Board still had about $180,000 to cut to create a 
balanced budget.  The Board discussed potential cuts from the Schools, Police, Fire, BPW and 
other Town offices.   
 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Board made recommendations for the articles on the May 3, 2014 Special Town Meeting 
warrant: 
 

• Article 3 – Funding Labor Contracts 2014  
o Part 1 – Dispatchers – Mr. Espindola motioned to recommend “Pass Over”. Mr. 

Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
• Article 7 – Community Preservation Committee 

o A. Millicent Library Exterior Phase 1 – Mr. Espindola motioned to recommend 
$197,000 to come from CPC funds.  Mr. Haworth seconded. Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Article 14 – Town Government Study Committee Continuation – Phil Washko 
presented more information on the TGSC’s $5,000 FY15 request as the Board had 
requested.  Mr. Espindola motioned to recommend $5,000 to come from Surplus 
Revenue.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Article 19 – Fire Station Deductible – This $10,000 could end up being transferred 
prior to Town Meeting.  However, Mr. Espindola still motioned to recommend $10,000, 
to come from Surplus Revenue.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Article (unnumbered at time of meeting) – Rogers-Oxford/89 Main Street 
Demolition – Mr. Espindola motioned to recommend $20,000 to come from Surplus 
Revenue.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
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• Article (unnumbered at time of meeting) – Non Union Personnel Review – Mr. 
Espindola motioned to recommend $8,000 to come from Surplus Revenue.  Mr. Haworth 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
• Article 6E – Community Preservation Committee – Sidewalk Restoration – Mr. 

Espindola said that there was some concern in the community that the restoration of the 
brick sidewalks would diminish the aesthetic and historical look of the Town center.  The 
article for the May 3, 2014 Annual would start with the brick sidewalks on William and 
Center Street sides of the Town Hall and would narrow the brick by one foot.  
Additionally, the sidewalks would now be ADA compliant.  After discussion, Mr. 
Espindola motioned to recommend $136,000 for the article, to come from CPC funds.  
Mr. Haworth seconded. Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Article 21 – Street Lights – Upton Street – Mr. Espindola motioned to Indefinitely 
Postpone this article.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0).   

• Article 26 – Capital Planning Committee – Mr. Espindola motioned to recommend 
Adoption.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Article 30B – Historical Commission – Academy Building – Mr. Espindola motioned to 
recommend $5,000.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Article 30D – Historical Commission – Fort Phoenix – Mr. Espindola motioned to 
recommend $1,500.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
POSTING OF THE WARRANT 

 
Mr. Espindola motioned to sign the Annual Town Meeting warrant and approve for posting in 
precincts.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 
The Board set April 1, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. to be a budget meeting. 
 
Mr. Haworth asked that $750 for Conservation Commission training be included in the 
departmental requests. 
 
At 9:16 p.m., Mr. Espindola motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  
(3-0). 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 

Anne Kakley 

Administrative Assistant 
Board of Selectmen  
(Minutes approved 03/31/2014) 




