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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

November 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Charles Murphy, Vice Chairman Robert Espindola, Clerk Geoffrey Haworth, 
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley.  
 
Chairman Charles Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:33 
p.m.  The meeting was telecast and video recorded by Government Access and recorded by Anne 
Kakley. 
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the November 4, 2013 meeting, open 
session with one amendment.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote to approve with amendment 
was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the November 4, 2013 meeting, 
executive session.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.   (3-0). 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
In his report, Mr. Osuch updated the Selectmen on the following meetings: 

 
• Tuesday, November 19 – 

• 2:00 p.m. – Economic Summit meeting 
• Wednesday, November 20 – 

• 8:30 a.m. – Retirement Board meeting 
• 12:00 p.m. – Manager’s meeting in Acushnet 

• Thursday, November 21 – 
• 9:00 a.m. – BBAC - Wareham 
• 2:30 p.m. – EMA/FEMA meeting 

• Friday, November 22 – 
• 12:15 p.m. – Verizon at Bridge Street/Cushman Park 

• Tuesday, November 26 – 
• 7:00 a.m. – New Wood School Committee meeting at Wood 

School 
• Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 29 – 

• Town Hall closed for Thanksgiving 
• Monday, December 2 – 
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• 9:15 a.m. to noon – Traveler’s insurance to meet with department 
heads 

 
Mr. Osuch indicated that the Town had not yet received word from the Department of Revenue 
on the Town valuation.  He said that the earliest the Town could expect to hold a Tax 
Classification hearing would be December 2, 2013. 
 

CHANGE ORDER #13 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the Wood School project was down to the very last punch list items.  He said 
that there was Change Order #13 to approve in the amount of $3,582.81.  Mr. Espindola 
motioned to approve Change Order #13 in that amount.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

REQUISITION #17 
 
The Board voted to approve Requisition # 17 for the Wood School in the amount of $161,227.  
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

NEW PROPERTY VALUES 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the preliminary FY14 assessed property values were available from the 
Assessors office for review.  He said that if the Town wants to have bills out in time, the 
Selectmen would need to have a tax classification hearing with the Board of Assessors in 
between the Board’s scheduled meetings.  The Board opted to schedule a combined meeting with 
the Assessors for December 9 at noon. 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER INTERVIEWS 
 
Sgt. Michael Botelho of the Police department, Jeffrey Osuch and Geoff Haworth will conduct 
interviews with candidates for the position of Animal Control Officer.  Sgt. Botelho and Mr. 
Osuch have selected their top candidates for interview.  Mr. Haworth said that he would have his 
top candidates selected by Wednesday, November 20. 
 

BOH REQUEST FOR USE OF TOWN COUNSEL 
 
The Board acknowledged a last minute request from the Board of Health for use of Town 
Counsel related to the release of the mitigation plan from Fairhaven Wind LLC.  Mr. Espindola 
said that he would like to ask Town Counsel to inform the Selectmen whenever he is going to 
court.  Mr. Osuch said that Atty. Crotty would be coming into the next meeting on December 2, 
and the Board could discuss that request then. 
 

TOWN OF DARTMOUTH 350th PARADE 
 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – November 18, 2013 Open Session – 3 

 

The Board reviewed a request from the Town of Dartmouth to participate in their 350th 
celebration parade on September 7, 2014.  The Board said that it would participate in some way 
and Mr. Murphy asked Ms. Kakley to RSVP in that regard to the Town of Dartmouth. 
 

HOLLYWOOD SCOOP – COMMON VICTUALER 
 
The Board reviewed an application for the Hollywood Scoop for a Common Victualer license.  
The business is in the location that was formerly Vivvy’s.  All requirements for the application 
were met, so Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the Common Victualer license.  Mr. Haworth 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

USE OF AUDITORIUM/BEER & WINE LICENSE – MACLEOD/BAILEY WEDDING 
 
The Board reviewed an application for use of the Town Hall auditorium on October 18, 2014, 
which also came with a request for a one-day beer and wine license on that same date for the 
event.  In the application, the Board of Health commented that it does not regulate private 
functions.  The Building and Police department approved the application.  
 
Michael Macleod and Meredith Bailey were both present for their application. 
 
Mr. Murphy commented that this was a good use of the Town Hall.  Mr. Osuch said that anyone 
serving alcohol would have to be licensed and insured and would have to offer proof of 
insurance. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the application for use of the Town Hall auditorium on 
October 18, 2014, and to approve the one-day beer and wine license on that same date.  Mr. 
Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA BYLAW AMENDMENT 
 
The Board acknowledged the receipt of a draft bylaw amendment from the Planning Board 
regarding medical marijuana.  The public hearing will be scheduled for December 10, 2013.  
Town Planner Bill Roth was in attendance.  He said that if there is a Special Town Meeting in 
January or February, the Planning Board will have a regulation bylaw article and a moratorium 
article available, depending on what the Town Meeting is willing to approve. 
 
Mr. Murphy said that he liked the medical marijuana bylaw as proposed.  Mr. Haworth said that 
he had comments, but that he would forward those comments onto the Planning Board himself.  
The Board made note of one typographical error. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to return the bylaw proposal to the Planning Board.  Mr. Haworth 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

57 WALNUT STREET – HANDICAP PARKING 
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The Board reviewed a request from the owner of 57 Walnut Street for a handicap parking space 
in front of his home for his elderly father-in-law.  The Police Chief has reviewed the request, 
said Mr. Murphy, and he does not approve the request; however, Chief Myers said that he does 
not support any handicap parking anywhere in Fairhaven because of issues with ownership and 
the potential for disputes over the parking space, because it would end up being available to 
anyone who is handicap, not just the applicant.   
 
The Board favored approving the handicap parking application.  Mr. Espindola motioned to 
approve a handicap parking space in front of 57 Walnut.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CABLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
A discussion item requested by Mr. Espindola – the topic of the Cable Advisory Committee – 
was tabled to a later meeting, per Mr. Espindola’s request. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – REQUEST FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 
The Board reviewed a request from the Fire Chief for use of Town Counsel in regards to a legal 
opinion on the Fire Union contract.  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the request to use Town 
Counsel.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

BOH – REQUEST FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 
The Board again acknowledged a request from the Board of Health for use of Town Counsel in 
regards to releasing the wind turbine mitigation plan, as presented by Fairhaven Wind LLC, for 
public review. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the request.  Mr. Haworth did not second the motion, saying 
that he was not sure if the request would still be necessary, as the Board of Health was meeting at 
the same time as the Selectmen and may have already released the plan based on comments 
allegedly made by Atty. Crotty to the Standard-Times. 
 
Mr. Espindola amended the motion.  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the use of Town 
Counsel by the Board of Health if it was still needed.  The motion was not seconded and it failed.  
Mr. Murphy said that if the Board of Health still needed to use Town Counsel, it could approach 
the Chairman about an approval in between meetings. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – LIQUOR LICENSE – TURAN IRGE 
 
At 7:00 p.m., the Chairman opened a hearing for a Restaurant All-Alcohol license for Turan Irge, 
214 Huttleston Ave.  Mr. Murphy read the legal advertisement for the hearing.  Atty. Ryan 
Sawyer was present on behalf of applicant Turan Irge. 
 
Atty. Sawyer said that the bill had passed Town Meeting and was approved at the State level and 
signed by the governor.  Approval from the Board of Selectmen will be the final approval for the 
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license, but that they would return on December 2 to ask the Board to consider an application for 
a transfer of the license. 
 
Mr. Murphy noted that all approvals and notifications were in place for the applicant.  The 
meeting was opened up for public comment and there was none. 
 
Both Mr. Espindola and Mr. Haworth gave support to the application.  Mr. Osuch said that the 
application was site-specific and Atty. Sawyer said that he understood.  Mr. Osuch added that the 
Town would need to have on file the TIPS certification for everyone who would be serving 
alcohol at that location. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the Restaurant, All-Alcohol license for Turan Irge at 214 
Huttleston Ave.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

FEMA CRS FLOOD INSURANCE DISCOUNT 
 
The Board read a letter from Susan Sullivan asking to come before the Selectmen to discuss a 
potential flood insurance savings for Fairhaven residents, via the FEMA CRS program.  See 
Attachment A.  The Board was receptive to meeting with Ms. Sullivan in January.  Ms. Kakley 
will set up an appointment with Ms. Sullivan.  Mr. Murphy asked Ms. Kakley to make sure that 
Building Commissioner Wayne Fostin is included in the meeting as well. 
 

THANKSGIVING ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
The Board reviewed an invitation from Bette McClure, Rev. Wheeler, and Rev. Ann Fox for a 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical service on Sunday, November 24.  The invitation did not include a 
time.  The Board expressed interest in attending the service, but asked Ms. Kakley to find out the 
time of the service and get back to the Board with that information. 
 

CHANGE OF MANAGER – PUB 99 
 
The Board reviewed an application from Pub 99 for a change of manager, with Linda Bellevue 
replacing Victor Ferreira as the manager of record.  The Board did not oppose the change.  Mr. 
Murphy opened the hearing to public comment.  Erich Druskat of Mattapoisett asked why 
restaurants had to get their change of manager approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. 
Murphy and Mr. Haworth answered that the State requires the approval for any location that 
serves alcohol. 
 
Ms. Bellevue is TIPS certified.  Mr. Osuch said that he wanted to make sure that she maintained 
all TIPS certifications for her restaurant on file with the Selectmen’s Office. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the application for Change of Manager for Pub 99 to Linda 
Bellevue.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CDBG 2014 – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
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The Chairman opened a public hearing at 7:15 p.m. for the 2014 CDBG Community 
Development Strategy. 
 
Mr. Roth presented the 2014 CDBG Community Development plan to the Board.  See 
Attachment B. Mr. Roth identified the major changes on page 2 and 3.  The biggest change, he 
said, was the infrastructure information on page 4.  They added more information, including 
Francis, Hedge and Green Streets in the plan.  The document is good for three years and they 
may make periodic changes as needed.  Some of the economic data has also been changed 
relative to the area’s information. 
 
The meeting was opened up to public comment.  There was none. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Roth for his preparation and effort.  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve 
the 2014 Community Development Strategy as presented.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the FY14 application for the CDBG with the Anthony 
School area as the target area and with infrastructure improvements to Francis Street.  Mr. 
Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 
Mr. Roth said that the BPW has approved an engineering firm to design for Francis Street and 
that it would hopefully resolve some issues with flooding in the Francis Street area. 
 

POLAR PLUNGE 
 
At 7:20 p.m., the Board met with Kathy Lopes, Ted Silva and Carol Ann Days-Merrill regarding 
an upcoming annual Polar Plunge, to take place at Fort Phoenix on New Year’s Day, to benefit 
the Dollars for Scholars, for Fairhaven High School students.  Pre-registration will take place on 
December 28.  Ms. Lopes and Mr. Silva said that pre-registration is not required, and that people 
who do not want to participate in the Polar Plunge may also purchase t-shirts to benefit the cause. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the Polar Plunge for January 1.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  
Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

LEGAL ADS 
 
The Board met with Beth David at 7:25 p.m. to discuss legal ads.  Ms. David requested the 
interview to discuss her rates and to ask the Board to join other departments in the Town Hall in 
using her paper (the Neighborhood News) for legal ads for the Selectmen’s Office, particularly 
for licensing.  To date, the Selectmen’s Office has mostly used the Advocate for legal ads. 
 
Ms. David said that she is the least expensive option available to the office.  She said that her 
distribution is about 4,700, but that her distribution was not a certified circulation like the 
Standard-Times or the Advocate.  To try to get the Selectmen’s Office’s business, she put 
together a proposal, including ways that she could shrink/condense copy to fit the paper at a 
lower cost per square inch. 
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Discussion ensued over the decision-making and the various legal ad options available to the 
Selectmen’s Office.  Ms. David said that her request to be the paper of choice for legal ads was 
not necessarily for the sake of money, but because she wanted to make her paper the most 
informative choice for her readers.  She said that she already has all the legal ads for the 
Conservation, Planning, Health, and ZBA offices. 
 
Mr. Haworth said that, in the interest of fairness, the Board should allow a representative from 
the Standard-Times/Advocate to attend the next meeting to discuss their services as well, before 
any decisions were made. 
 

SHELLFISH DEPUTY APPOINTMENTS 
 
At 7:35 p.m., the Board met with Shellfish deputy applicants Cliff Patenaude, Steve Riley and 
Erich Druskat, and Shellfish Warden Tim Cox. 
 
Mr. Murphy said that the process of meeting deputy candidates was new, because the Board had 
previously expressed the interest of meeting all paid appointees. 
 
Mr. Cox said he was asking the Board to appoint all three applicants to replace two deputies 
from last season who will not be returning.  He said that there was a possible third deputy also 
not coming back next year, and that Mr. Druskat would come on to finish a computer project.  
Mr. Druskat had been originally brought into the department as a part of a grant that was 
discontinued. Additionally, Mr. Cox selected Mr. Patenaude and Mr. Riley because they were 
frequently out shellfishing and would be apt choices for patrolling.  
 
Mr. Haworth said that he favored holding off on appointing Mr. Riley, because Mr. Riley is an 
elected member of the Board of Public Works, and Mr. Haworth said that he thought the Town’s 
bylaws prevented an elected member of the BPW from taking a paid position in Town. Mr. Riley 
said that he would contact the Ethics Commission for a ruling on the matter. 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Mr. Druskat and Mr. Patenaude to be Shellfish deputies.  Mr. 
Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

SELECTMEN ESPINDOLA – OFFICE HOURS CHANGE 
 
Mr. Espindola said that there would be a change in his office hours.  He said that his office hours 
would now be 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Town Hall, with the first hour being dedicated to 
showcasing the knowledge and talent of Fairhaven residents.  He said that Ann Espindola would 
teach how to make a no-sew fleece blanket in the first workshop, and upcoming workshops 
would include a meeting with Gary Lavollette, on making improvements to the Town, and Al 
Jones on learning the game of Bridge.  This effort, said Mr. Espindola, was an attempt to bring 
together people in Fairhaven who have been otherwise polarized in recent years.  Mr. Espindola 
said that he would bring coffee to the workshops and asked attendees to bring canned food for 
the local food shelter. 
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TAX TITLE 
 
Mr. Espindola said that he wanted to revisit the idea of auctioning off 124 Alden Road (formerly 
Staffon Greenhouse) as a part of a planned tax title auction.  He said that there have been “recent 
developments” that should make the Selectmen consider holding off on an auction, with one 
reason being the possibility of using that land in the future for a Police/Fire combined station or 
for an expansion of a zoned medical marijuana business in the future.  Mr. Espindola said that he 
was not advocating for waiting a long time, but long enough to research possibilities. 
 
Mr. Murphy said that he wanted to speak with Paul Zekos of the auctioneer firm before making 
any decisions.  Mr. Haworth said that he was undecided, but that he would like to listen to Mr. 
Zekos first and then make a decision at the next meeting regarding whether or not the Board will 
go forward with auctioning off 124 Alden Road. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In Other Business: 
 

• The Board congratulated the High School volleyball for a successful season 
• Mr. Murphy reminded the public that the Turkey Trot was coming up on Thanksgiving 

day 
• The Board wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 

 
At 7:58 p.m., Mr. Espindola motioned to enter Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 30A § 21: 
 

• To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining – Fire, Police, Dispatchers 
Union negotiations 

• To discuss trade secrets and confidential information – Tax title 
• To discuss a police officer injury 
• To discuss strategy with respect to contract negotiations – Fairhaven Wind 

 
Mr. Haworth seconded the motion to enter Executive Session for the aforementioned reasons, 
not to reconvene into open session afterward.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). Roll call vote:  Mr. 
Espindola in favor.  Mr. Murphy in favor.  Mr. Haworth in favor. 
 

Respectfully, 

 

Anne Kakley 

Administrative Assistant 
Board of Selectmen  
(Minutes approved 12/02/2013) 
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Every year, flooding causes hundreds
of millions of dollars’ worth of dam-
age to homes and businesses around
the country. Standard homeowners
and commercial property policies do
not cover flood losses. So, to meet
the need for this vital coverage, the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) administers the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP).

The NFIP offers reasonably priced
flood insurance in communities that
comply with minimum standards for
floodplain management.

The NFIP’s Community Rating
System (CRS) recognizes community
efforts beyond those minimum stan-
dards by reducing flood insurance
premiums for the community’s
property owners.The CRS is similar
to — but separate from — the pri-
vate insurance industry’s programs
that grade communities on the effec-
tiveness of their fire suppression and
building code enforcement.

CRS discounts on flood insurance
premiums range from 5% up to
45%.Those discounts provide an
incentive for new flood protection

activities that can help save lives and
property in the event of a flood.

To participate in the CRS, your com-
munity can choose to undertake
some or all of the 18 public infor-
mation and floodplain management
activities described in the CRS
Coordinator’s Manual.

You’re probably already doing many
of these activities. To get credit,
community officials will need to
prepare an application documenting
the efforts.

The CRS assigns credit points for
each activity.Table 2 lists the activi-
ties and the possible number of
credit points for each one.The table
also shows the average number of
credit points communities earn for
each activity.These averages may give
a better indication than the maxi-
mums of what your community 
can expect.

To be eligible for a CRS discount,
your community must do Activity
310, Elevation Certificates. If you’re 
a designated repetitive loss commu-
nity, you must also do Activity 510,

How the Community 
Rating System Works



Floodplain Management Planning.
All other activities are optional.

Based on the total number of points
your community earns, the CRS
assigns you to one of ten classes.
Your discount on flood insurance
premiums is based on your class.

For example, if your community
earns 4,500 points or more, it quali-
fies for Class 1, and property owners

in the floodplain get a 45% discount.
If your community earns as little as
500 points, it’s in Class 9, and prop-
erty owners in the floodplain get 
a 5% discount. If a community does
not apply or fails to receive at least
500 points, it’s in Class 10, and
property owners get no discount.

Table 1, below, shows the number 
of points required for each class 
and the corresponding discount.

Table 1:

How much discount property owners in your community can get

Discount
Rate Class SFHA* Non-SFHA** Credit Points Required

1 45% 10% 4,500 +
2 40% 10% 4,000 – 4,499
3 35% 10% 3,500 – 3,999
4 30% 10% 3,000 – 3,499
5 25% 10% 2,500 – 2,999
6 20% 10% 2,000 – 2,499
7 15% 5% 1,500 – 1,999
8 10% 5% 1,000 – 1,499
9 5% 5% 500 –   999

10 0% 0% 0 –   499

* Special Flood Hazard Area
** Preferred Risk Policies are available only in B,C, and X Zones for properties that are shown to

have a minimal risk of flood damage. The Preferred Risk Policy does not receive premium rate
credits under the CRS because it already has a lower premium than other policies. Although they
are in SFHAs, Zones AR and A99 are limited to a 5% discount. Premium reductions are subject
to change.



Table 2:

What You Can Do to Get Credit

The CRS grants credit for 18 different activities that fall into four series:

Series Public Information Maximum Average
300 Points* Points*

This series credits programs that advise people
about the flood hazard, flood insurance, and ways
to reduce flood damage. The activities also provide
data that insurance agents need for accurate flood
insurance rating.

310 Elevation Certificates 162 69
• Maintain FEMA elevation certificates for new 

construction in the floodplain.
(At a minimum, a community must maintain 
certificates for buildings built after the date of its
CRS application.)

320 Map Information Service 140 138
• Provide Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) informa-

tion to people who inquire, and publicize this service.

330 Outreach Projects 380 90
• Send information about the flood hazard, flood

insurance, flood protection measures, and/or the
natural and beneficial functions of floodplains to
flood-prone residents or all residents of a community.

340 Hazard Disclosure 81 19
• Real estate agents advise potential purchasers 

of flood-prone property about the flood hazard.
• Regulations require notice of the hazard.

350 Flood Protection Information 102 24
• The public library and/or community’s website 

maintains references on flood insurance and 
flood protection.

360 Flood Protection Assistance 71 53
• Give inquiring property owners technical advice on

how to protect their buildings from flooding, and
publicize this service.

Series 300 Total 936 393

*Maximum and average points are subject to change. See the current CRS Coordinator’s Manual for the latest information.



Series Mapping and Regulations Maximum Average
400 Points* Points*

This series credits programs that provide increased
protection to new development.

410 Additional Flood Data 1,346 86
• Develop new flood elevations, floodway delinea-

tions, wave heights, or other regulatory flood 
hazard data for an area not mapped in detail by 
the flood insurance study.

• Have a more restrictive mapping standard.

420 Open Space Preservation 900 191
• Guarantee that currently vacant floodplain parcels

will be kept free from development.

430 Higher Regulatory Standards 2,740 166
• Require freeboard.
• Require soil tests or engineered foundations.
• Require compensatory storage.
• Zone the floodplain for minimum lot sizes of 1 acre

or larger.
• Require coastal construction standards in AE Zones.
• Have regulations tailored to protect critical facilities

or areas subject to special flood hazards (for example,
alluvial fans, ice jams, subsidence, or coastal erosion).

440 Flood Data Maintenance 239 79
• Keep flood and property data on computer records.
• Use better base maps.
• Maintain elevation reference marks.

450 Stormwater Management 670 98
• Regulate new development throughout the water-

shed to ensure that post-development runoff is no
worse than pre-development runoff.

• Regulate new construction to minimize soil erosion
and protect or improve water quality.

Series 400 Total 5,895 620



Series Flood Damage Reduction Maximum Average
500 Points* Points*

This series credits programs that reduce the flood
risk to existing development.

510 Floodplain Management Planning 359 115
• Prepare, adopt, implement, and update a com-

prehensive flood hazard mitigation plan using a
standard planning process.
(This is a minimum requirement for all repetitive
loss communities.)

520 Acquisition and Relocation 3,200 213
• Acquire and/or relocate flood-prone buildings so

that they are out of the floodplain.

530 Flood Protection 2,800 93
(Protection of existing floodplain development by
floodproofing, elevation, or minor structural projects.)

540 Drainage System Maintenance 330 232
• Conduct periodic inspections of all channels and

retention basins, and remove debris as needed.

Series 500 Total 6,689 653



Series Flood Preparedness Maximum Average
600 Points* Points*

This series credits flood warning, levee safety,
and dam safety projects.

610 Flood Warning Program 255 93
• Provide early flood warnings to the public, and have

a detailed flood response plan keyed to flood crest
predictions.

620 Levee Safety 900 198
• Maintain existing levees not otherwise credited in

the flood insurance rating system that provide some
flood protection.

630 Dam Safety 175 66
(All communities in a state with an approved dam
safety program receive some credit.)

Series 600 Total 1,330 357

All Series Total 14,850 2,023



Extra Credit

Your community can get extra credit
points — in addition to the points
listed in the table — if you coordi-
nate your activities through a com-
prehensive floodplain management
plan. Also, if your community faces
growth pressures, the mapping and
regulation activities in Series 400
receive extra credit. See the CRS
Coordinator’s Manual for full details.

Many communities can qualify for
what the CRS calls “uniform mini-
mum credit,” based on the activities
a state or regional agency imple-
ments on behalf of its communities.
For example, some states have dis-
closure laws eligible for credit under
activity 340, Flood Hazard Disclosure.
Any community in those states can
receive the uniform minimum credit.

Your community may want to con-
sider floodplain management activi-
ties not listed in the CRS Coordinator’s
Manual. You should evaluate these
activities for their ability to increase
public safety, reduce property dam-
age, avoid economic disruption and
loss, and protect the environment. In
addition, you can request a review of
these activities to determine whether
they should be eligible for CRS credit.
FEMA welcomes innovative ways to
prevent or reduce flood damage.



How to Apply

Participation in the CRS is voluntary.
If your community is in full compli-
ance with the rules and regulations
of the NFIP, you may apply.There’s
no application fee, and all CRS publi-
cations are free.

Your community’s chief executive
officer (that is, your mayor, city
manager, or other top official) must
appoint a CRS coordinator to handle
the application work and serve as the
liaison between the community and
FEMA.The coordinator should know
the operations of all departments
that deal with floodplain manage-
ment and public information. And
the coordinator should be able to
speak for the community’s chief
executive officer.

The first step in the application
process is to get a copy of the CRS
Application, which contains all the
instructions and procedures you
need for preparing and submitting
your community’s initial application
for a CRS classification.The CRS
Application includes easy-to-follow
worksheets that provide credits 
for applicable activities. The CRS
Application also identifies the docu-
mentation you must submit to sup-
port the credits you are requesting.

You may also want to order a copy
of the CRS Coordinator’s Manual, which
describes the program in full and
provides specific information, includ-
ing eligible activities, required docu-
mentation, and resources for assistance.

Your designated CRS coordinator
should fill out and submit your
application. Help is also available
through the contact information
below.The CRS will verify the infor-
mation and arrange for flood insur-
ance premium discounts.

To order CRS publications at no
charge, fax the order form on the
following page to 317-848-3578, or
mail to the address below.You can
also e-mail your request to
nfipcrs@iso.com. Both the CRS
Application and the CRS Coordinator’s
Manual are also available at FEMA’s
CRS Resource Center website —
www.training.fema.gov/emiweb/crs.

For more info, write, phone, or fax:

NFIP/CRS
P.O. Box 501016
Indianapolis, IN 46250-1016
Telephone: 317-848-2898
Fax: 317-848-3578
E-mail: nfipcrs@iso.com
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